


Grace!
Greater than the Worst Sin!
!

2 Samuel 11-12



Just as there is no sin so small that it 
does not deserve damnation, so there is 
no sin so great that it can bring 
damnation upon those who truly repent. 

!

Westminster	  Confession	  of	  Faith	  15.4



2 Samuel 11:1-5, 14-17!
(p. 440, pew Bible)



“The seeds of all sins are in my heart, and perhaps 
all the more dangerously that I do not see them.” 

Robert Murray M’Cheyne



Even the best of people have the seeds 
of the greatest evil in their hearts.



“Is no one any longer guilty of anything? Guilty 
perhaps of a sin that could be repented and repaired 
or atoned for? Is it only that someone may be stupid 
or sick or criminal—or asleep? Wrong things are 
being done, we know… But is no one responsible, 
no one answerable for these acts? Anxiety and 
depression we all acknowledge, and even vague 
guilt feelings; but has no one committed any sin? 
Where, indeed, did sin go? What became of it?” 

Karl Menninger, Whatever Became of Sin?



1. Pride 
2. Lust 
3. Coveting Bathsheba 
4. Betrayal of Uriah 
5. Adultery 
6. Lying, deceiving Uriah 
7. Involving others in his sin 
8. Murder (of many, not just Uriah)

The Seeds of Sin Grow



Therefore let anyone who thinks that he 
stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation 
has overtaken you that is not common to 
man. God is faithful, and he will not let you 
be tempted beyond your ability, but with the 
temptation he will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

1	  Corinthians	  10:12–13



We must stamp out the seeds of sin 
before they grow into greater evil.



2 Samuel 12:1-7!



Sin and guilt usually We usually respond to sin and guilt 
with self-justification 

and self-righteousness.



God graciously sends conviction, not 
condemnation, to lead us into repentance.



Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an 
evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away 
from the living God. But exhort one another 
every day, as long as it is called ‘today,’ that none 
of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

!

Hebrews	  3:12–13

Be a Nathan



“If you’re surprised that the heroes of the Bible are 
all bad guys and terrible examples, that’s because 
you think Christianity is about living a good life so 
God will approve of you and take you to heaven.  
But that’s not the point. The point of the Bible is that 
God continually and persistently gives grace to 
people who don’t deserve it, don’t even seek it, and 
don’t appreciate it once they get it.” 

Rev. Tim Keller



2 Samuel 12:13

David said to Nathan, 
“I have sinned against 
the LORD.” And 
Nathan said to David, 
“The LORD also has 
put away your sin; 
you shall not die.” 



“There’s a remarkable verbal resonance to this story 
of David standing before Nathan in that of Jesus 
standing before Pilate. They’re both passion stories – 
David’s passion for Bathsheba; Jesus’ passion for us. 
Pilate says of Jesus, ‘Behold the man,’ echoing what 
Nathan says to David, ‘You are the man.’” 

Eugene Peterson





God’s grace… means that because 
Christ was willing to be condemned, 

all of us Davids can repent and  
have our worst sins forgiven.



No one is beyond the reach of God’s grace, 
no matter what they have done.The only 
way they can forfeit God’s divine grace is 
either by denying their need for it or by 
attempting to earn it. 

Gospel	  Transformation	  Bible	  notes,	  p.	  396


