


LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
AT BAY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

What Does It Mean to be a Reformed Leader?



WHAT IS CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP?

Christian leadership is the process by which 
a person or group helps others receive the 
grace of God and grow in Christ-likeness by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.



John Calvin on Church Leadership

“[Only] those are to be chosen who 
are of sound doctrine and of holy 
life, not notorious in any fault that 

might both deprive them of 
authority and disgrace the ministry” 
Institutes of the Christian Religion 

4.3.12



Basics of a Reformed Theory of Leadership

• Christ alone is our supreme leader 
(Shepherd).

• Human leaders are called to a specific task of 
service to others.

• Leaders are to be firm in their faith, constant in 
study, fervent in prayer, and of good character.



Basic Characteristics
• Christ is the Great Example
•The Bible is the Fundamental Source
• Leaders Should be Sound of Doctrine 
• Leaders Should Lead a Holy Life
• Leaders Should be Held Accountable



 Calvin on Leadership

Leaders are Called 
and trained

Leaders are 
Deployed in 

Ministry

Leaders are 
accountable in 

loving discipline



The Transcendent Importance of the Spirit

“For as God alone is a fit 
witness of himself in his 

Word, so also the Word will 
not find acceptance in men’s 
hearts before it is sealed by 
the inward testimony of the 

Spirit”
J. Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, I.7.4



A Biblical Moment

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of 
Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 

Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over 
them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God 

wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to 
serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being 

examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you 
will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away 

(I Peter 5:1-4).



What Does our Book of Order Say?

According to Scripture, those who bear office in 
the church should exhibit certain characteristics:
• Above Reproach & Exemplary Lifestyle
• Sound in Faith
• Wise in the Things of God
• Discrete

Book of Order 9-3



How Should Leaders Be Chosen and 
Prepared?

• Scriptural Passages should be 
studied (BoO 9-3.A; 9-4.B)

• Persons chosen for leadership 
should have adequate training 
(BoO 9-4 A; 11-3. A-B).



What Are the EPC Official Leadership Offices?

• Teaching Elders (Pastors) BoO 9.5-6
• Ruling Elder: Oversight BoO 9.9-11
• Deacon: Compassion, Concern and 

Service (BoO 9.12-14)
See, Book of Order Chapter 9



What Does it Mean to be “Called”?

• God, through the Holy Spirit, Calls
• A Call cannot be taken away except 

for Scriptural reasons
• A Call is always to a Specific Task

BoO Chapter 10



What is a Church Constitution?

• Confession 
of Faith 

• Book of 
Order



Components of the Book of Order
• Book of Order - How We are 

Organized
• Book of Worship - How We Worship 

God
• Book of Discipline - What Happens 

if We Fall Short
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