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"We feel forgotten and isolated. We sometimes wonder, if they 
kill us all, what would be the reaction of Christians in the West? 
Would they do something then?" 
 
Patriarch Louis Raphael I Sako 
Head of Iraq's Chaldean Catholic Church 
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An Introductory Note from Stephen Kopalchick, 
President of The St. Charles Institute 
 

The question of the separation of Church and State still has great 
significance today.  While secularism has increasingly taken root in the West, 
there are many societies around the world that do not separate the 
prevailing religious beliefs from the act of governing.  We see this perhaps 
most expressed in regions across the world where the question is now of 
‘Mosque and State.’  One region in particular is in the broader Middle East, 
where Islam is the official state religion in thirteen out of seventeen 
countries.1 
 
Today, against the backdrop of an increasing effort by many factions to 
merge mosque and state, Christians and other religious minorities in the 
Middle East face unparalleled pressures and restrictions to their religious 
freedoms and human rights.  Surrounded by situations of political and social 
upheaval, and in some cases, all-out war, Christians throughout the region 
are victims of marginalization, violence, and persecution.   
 
While researching the plight of religious minorities in the Middle East, I came 
across a communiqué from a February 2012 Fellowship of Middle Eastern 
Evangelical Christians conference that had been convened in response to the 
great uncertainties they faced following the Arab Spring.  The final 
communiqué summarized the conference and resulted in the following plea 
and invitation: 

 
“A plea was put forth to all those concerned with the question of 
Christian presence and witness in the Middle East (be they 
regional or world governments, church leaders and 
congregations or partner organizations across the globe) to 
become more aware of the dangers currently besetting all Middle 
Eastern Christian minorities, but especially the evangelicals 
amongst them (who are a minority within a minority)… An 
invitation was issued to all our regional and international 

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
1!“The!Religion,State!Relationship!and!the!Right!to!Freedom!of!Religion!or!Belief:!A!Comparative!Textual!Analysis!of!the!Constitutions!of!
Predominantly!Muslim!Countries.”!United!States!Commission!on!International!Religious!Freedom!March!2005,!Prepared!by:!Tad!Stahnke!
and!Robert!C.!Blitt.!http://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/resources/stories/pdf/Comparative_Constitutions/Study0305.pdf!"
"
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partners and friends, inviting them to conduct a serious 
investigation into the truth of what is in fact happening in the 
different countries of the Middle East; and which differ from one 
country to another. Having done so, it becomes incumbent on all 
to inform the international community of these facts and to 
respond accordingly. It is our hope that this response shall be 
inspired by the Biblical principles upon which the Evangelical 
Reformation was based centuries ago. To us this means to uphold 
justice and truth and repudiate the violence that now so sadly 
prevails in the Middle East region – violence that comes from all 
sides and parties involved.” 
 

Participants in this conference, and other religious minorities throughout the 
Middle East, are asking the outside world to study and investigate the severe 
difficulties and challenges they are facing, and to make known these realities 
to the world.   
 
The following study, sometimes in graphic detail, seeks to answer and 
respond to this plea, and to highlight the resulting social and cultural 
challenges when mosque and state merge. 
 
It is worth noting briefly the methodology used to compile this study.  First, 
all of the materials used here are open source, and almost all are readily 
available online. Second, most of the sources referenced were from 
reputable, mostly secular news agencies and sources. Third, I personally 
undertook a two-week field study in Egypt. During this time I interviewed 
numerous Christian leaders and lay people regarding the situation in Egypt, 
visited houses of worship that had been attacked, and witnessed first hand 
the pressured environment under which Christians are living.  Finally, as the 
reader will see, there is a particular focus in the report on Egypt, Iraq and 
Syria.  These have been the countries with the greatest regional instability 
and where Christians have been the most vulnerable. 
 
It is my hope that, in bringing these realities to light, this report may play a 
small part in catalyzing a just and necessary response. 

 

 Stephen Kopalchick 
President, The St. Charles Institute  
June 2014 
"
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Introduction 
There is a tremendous shaking taking place in the world today.  Nowhere is 
this more clear and evident than in the Muslim majority world, and in 
particular, the Middle East. The convergence of war, political change, culture 
shift and globalization has led us to a time defined by rapid change and great 
uncertainty.   
 
The Christian Church in the Muslim majority world is facing particular 
challenge.  War and political upheaval have placed Christians in positions of 
great vulnerability. The situation is so perilous that Christian and secular 
journals alike paint a bleak and desperate picture for the future of 
Christianity in these regions: 
 

Daily Telegraph (UK): “Christianity ‘Close to Extinction’ in the Middle 
East.” December 23, 2012 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/9762745/Christianity-close-
to-extinction-in-Middle-East.html  

 
Richard L. Russell, the National Interest: “The Crushing of Middle Eastern 
Christianity.” May 10, 2013, http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/the-
crushing-middle-eastern-christianity-8457  

 
Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times: “Christians are in the crosshairs 
of bloody Muslim wars in Mideast.” August 2, 2013 

 
World Watch Monitor, Charisma News: “Is Christianity Nearing 
Extinction in the Middle East?” July 7, 2013, 
http://www.charismanews.com/world/40158-is-christianity-nearing-
extinction-in-the-middle-east 

 
One hundred years ago, approximately 15% of the population throughout 
the Middle East was Christian.  Today, that number is less than 5% and 
declining. 
 
What has happened to Christianity in the Middle East?  What is behind this 
dramatic decline?  What about the questions of the separation of mosque 



6"
"

and state, religious liberty and the ideas of freedom and democracy that have 
been promoted by United States politicians and think tanks to justify regional 
war and military intervention? How is it that, in the cradle of Christianity, 
many are now posing the question of whether or not Christians will even 
exist in the Middle East in our near future? 
 
This study seeks an answer to these questions. 
 
 

Hyperbole or Fact? A Demographic Perspective 
 

In March 2014, Gina Zurlo and Todd Johnson of the Center for the Study of 
Global Christianity, a reputable and well-cited research institute dedicated 
to analyzing and producing data on religious trends and global Christianity, 
presented statistical information on Christianity in the Middle East from 
their World Christian Database.2   
 
The presentation highlights the size of the Christian population in the Middle 
East in 1910, and again in 2010.  In 100 years, the demographic trends 
suggest that, relative to the wider population, Christianity in the Middle East 
is in dramatic and steep decline. 
 
According to the Center, in 1910, approximately 15% of the entire Middle 
East was composed of Christians.  This number had stayed relatively static 
from 1500-1900.  However, by 2010, that number had declined to 4.2%.  
The Center projects that by 2025 the percentage of the Middle East 
composed of Christians will continue to decline to 3.6%. Of the seventeen 
countries measured, ten of them faced declines in the overall percentage of 
Christians.  Some of the more dramatic declines in the last 100 years include 
the following:  
 

Turkey’s population went from 21.7% Christian in 1910 to 0.8% in 
2010.   
 
Lebanon: whose Christian population composed of 77.5% Christian in 
1910.  By 2010, that number had declined to 34.3%. 

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
2!“Christianity!in!the!Middle!East:!a!demographic!perspective.”!Gina!A.!Zurlo!and!Todd!M.!Johnson,!Boston!University!&!The!Center!for!the!
Study!of!Global!Christianity.!Costas!Consultation.!!Data!was!shared!with!The!St.!Charles!Institute!from!Ms.!Zurlo!via!email!on!April!17,!2014.!"
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Syria’s Christian population in 1910 was 15.6%.  By 2010, the number 
had declined to 5.2%. 
 
Palestine was 11.6% Christian in 1910.  By 2010, the number had 
declined to 1.9%. 

 
Egypt was 18.7% Christian in 1910.  By 2010, the percentage 
Christian of the population decreased to 10.1%.3 
 

Particularly telling is 
the Center’s 
prediction that twelve 
of the countries will 
continue to decline in 
percentage of 
Christian population, 
the most dramatic 
losses expected to 
come from Lebanon, 
Syria and Egypt. 
 
The remaining seven 
countries whose 
Christian population 
experienced 
percentage increases 
were primarily due to 
Christian laborers 
working in the Gulf.  In 
only two of these 
countries are 
Christians expected 
to make up a larger percentage of the population in 2025: Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabia.  Both are expected to grow by less than 0.5%.   

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
3 Chart! Source:! “On! Middle! East! Visit,! Pope! Will! Find! a! Diminished! Christian! Population.”! The! Wall! Street! Journal,! May! 22,! 2014.!
http://www.wsj.com/articles/on,middle,east,visit,pope,will,find,a,diminished,christian,population,1400795635! 
"
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The Wall Street Journal recently produced a report on the decline of 
Christianity in the Middle East in preparation for a recent visit from Pope 
Francis to the region.  While their population figures vary from those used by 
the Center for the Study of Global Christianity, the picture of dramatic 
decline remains.  
 
 

Why is Christianity in Decline in the Middle East? 
 

The dramatic decline of the Christian population in the Middle East over the 
last one hundred years, and the projected decline of the faith well into the 
foreseeable future, is caused by a number of factors.  One proposed reason 
for the decline is that, relatively speaking, Muslim birth rates are often higher 
than Christian birth rates.  According Habib C. Malik, associate professor of 
history and cultural studies at Lebanese American University and author of 
the book Islamism and the Future of the Christians of the Middle East, some 
of the decline in overall composition of Middle Eastern societies is in part due 
to Muslim families having larger families and thus experiencing higher 
natural growth rates than Christian counterparts.  The many reasons he 
gives for Christians having smaller families and growing more slowly relative 
to the overall population include more widespread use of birth control 
among Christian populations, Christian practice of monogamy as opposed to 
polygamy in some Middle Eastern Islamic communities, and the need for 
smaller families due to the cultural desire and practice to provide for their 
children’s education and other socio-economic factors.  According to Malik, 
“scientifically reliable statistics supporting these assertions are hard to come 
by on a region-wide scale and are utterly absent for certain specific sub-
areas; however, the reasons and factors outlined here do reflect an accurate 
picture of the level of overall demographic trends and communal 
conditions.”4  
 
While birth rates have played a role in the overall decline in percentage 
population of Christians in the region, a more significant driver behind the 
decline of Christianity in the region is the concurrent rise in ideologies that 
seek to increasingly exert the influence of Islam in every political, social and 

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
4!Habib!C.!Malik.!Islamism'and'the'future'of'the'Christians'of'the'Middle'East.!!Hoover!Press,!Stanford,!California:!2010,!p.!30,31."
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cultural sphere of society.  Simply put, the concerted effort by many 
governments, groups and factions to return to the days of Islam’s founding 
where mosque and state were one has left very little room for religious 
minorities. 
 
In their book, Islam: the Religion and the People, Bernard Lewis, the great 
scholar of Islam and the Cleveland E. Dodge Professor of Near Eastern 
Studies at Princeton University, and Buntzie Ellis Churchill said this about 
Islam and its origins: 
 

“The religion of Islam, in contrast to both Judaism and 
Christianity, was involved in the conduct of government and the 
enactment and enforcement of law from the very beginning.  
Moses led his people out of the Promised Land and through the 
wilderness but did not enter the Promised Land.  He was a 
leader but never a ruler.  Jesus was crucified, and his followers 
were a powerless, sometime-persecuted sect until, with the 
conversion of the Emperor Constantine circa 312 CE, they 
captured the Roman State and – some would add – were 
captured by it.  Muhammad, in contrast, overcame his enemies 
and achieved power during his lifetime… Muhammad was 
welcomed not just as prophet and teacher but also as ruler, and 
it was there that he created the first Islamic state, with himself as 
its sovereign head…  In Medina, the Prophet did what heads of 
state normally do: He promulgated and enforced laws, he 
collected taxes and, when necessary, he made war and then 
peace and, in general, conducted the political, fiscal, military, and 
judicial affairs of his community.”5 

 
One of the more significant aspects of Muslim faith is the primacy given to 
Mohammad and his companions in the formulation of law, culture, and 
society.  The effort by many to return to the social and cultural foundations 
of Islam’s beginnings patterned after Muhammad’s example as both religious 
leader and head of state, is having serious implications for the religious and 
social makeup of the Middle East.   
 

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
5!Bernard!Lewis!and!Buntzie!Ellis!Churchill,!Islam:'the'religion'and'the'people.!!Wharton!School!Publishing,!Upper!Saddle!River,!NJ:!2009.!
Pg.!81."
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Increasingly, literal, “fundamentalist” interpretations are being applied, and 
the result is increased pressure on Christians in the region.  Nader Hashemi, 
Associate Professor at University of Denver’s Josef Korbel School of 
International Studies, offers this explanation: 

 
“...radical religious politics has emerged in the Muslim world in 
the context of a rapid modernization process and the social 
upheaval that accompanied the breakdown and transformation 
of old religious and political orders.  History has shown that the 
anxiety and psychological uncertainty that is unleashed during 
such a period often produces mass-based religious movements 
whose popularity is tied to the period of social breakdown and 
its reconstruction.  During more tranquil times, the ideology of 
religious militancy loses its appeal in the face of more liberal 
interpretations of state-society relations.”6  

 
The subsequent focus of this report is what many scholars, Malik included, 
perceive to be the main cause of Christianity’s decline in the Middle East: the 
emigration of Christians from the region.   
 
There are numerous reasons why Christians have left and are leaving the 
Middle East, but against the backdrop of efforts to merge mosque and state, 
three causes emerge as the largest, most significant drivers of Christian 
emigration:  
 

1. War and Conflict – Historically, conflicts in Lebanon and Turkey led to 
significant declines among the Christian population in the last 100 
years.  More recently, we see wars in Iraq and Syria have led to similar 
declines. 

2. Islamization and the Legal, Economic, and Social Marginalization of 
Christians – Islamic fundamentalism has led to the isolation and 
marginalization of Christians and other minorities in the legal and 
social sectors of society. 

3. Intimidation, Violence, and Persecution – More sinisterly, acts of 
intimidation, outright violence and persecution have forced Christians 
to leave the region. 

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
6!Nader!Hashemi.!Islam,'Secularism,'and'Liberal'Democracy.!!Oxford!University!Press:!2009.!New!York,!NY.!Pg.!174.!"
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This report will take a closer look at each of the forces behind Christian 
emigration from the region.  Often, these factors are intertwined and closely 
related, as the emergence and significance of one may foster and encourage 
the other.  It is important to note that each of these factors should be viewed 
and understood against the backdrop and rise in Islamic fundamentalism and 
efforts to merge mosque and state in the Middle East.  
 
 

1. War and Conflict 
Perhaps the single-most significant factor driving the decline of Christianity 
in the Middle East is war and violent conflict.  War and conflict are being 
exploited by Islamic fundamentalists to attack Christians, and Great Britain’s 
Minister of Faith Baroness Warsi says that a “mass exodus is taking place, on 
a biblical scale.”7 The wars in Iraq and Syria, as well as political upheaval in 
Egypt, have forced many Christians to consider life outside of the regional 
chaos and conflict of the Middle East.   
 
Syrian War 
The Syrian War has devastated the country, once a beacon and model of 
coexistence in the Middle East.  During a January 2014 radio interview with 
London’s Premier Radio, Dr. Jany Haddad, one of Syria’s leading oncologists, 
suggested that Syria was now the site of a Third World War.  He said the war 
had attracted fighters from eighty-four nations.8   
 
The Syrian War has been particularly gruesome, as many of the fighters have 
been waging ‘jihad’ in an effort to control Syria and turn it into an Islamic 
state.  Beheadings, mass abductions, rapes, and assassinations are frequent 
occurrences.  Christians are often caught in the crosshairs of this conflict, 
and thus thousands have been forced to flee.  According to a BBC report in 
October 2013, the Melkite Greek Catholic Patriarch Gregorios III Laham 

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
7!“Baroness!Sayeeda!Warsi!Demands!Protection!Of!Christians:!UK's!Top!Government!Muslim!Fights!For!Religious!Freedom.”!Huffington!
Post,!November!16,!2013.!http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/11/16/sayeeda,warsi,protection,
christians_n_4284804.html?view=print&comm_ref=false!"
8!“Syrian!priest!labels!conflict!'third!world!war'!as!peace!talks!begin.”!Premiere!Radio!UK.,January!13,!2014.!
http://www.premier.org.uk/news/archive/2014/01/22/Syrian%20priest%20labels%20conflict%20third%20world%20war%20as%20peace%
20talks%20begin.aspx!"
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said that, since the war began, “more than 450,000 Christians out of a total 
population of 1.75 million had been displaced or left the country.”9   
 
In towns and villages throughout Syria, jihadists have given Christians three 
options: convert to Islam, leave, or die.  A New York Times report suggested 
entire villages and towns have been emptied of their Christian populations 
during the Syrian War.  

 
“[Militants] had gone door to door in Hamidiya and Bustan al-
Diwan neighborhoods of Homs, expelling local Christians. 
Following the raids, some 90 percent of Christians reportedly 
fled the city for government-controlled areas, neighboring 
countries or a stretch of land near the Lebanese border called 
the Valley of Christians (Wadi al-Nasarah). Of the more than 
80,000 Christians who lived in Homs prior to the uprising, 
approximately 400 remain today.”10 
 

One teenage woman said this about being forced to leave her home: "We left 
because they were trying to kill us.  They wanted to kill us because we were 
Christians. They were calling us Kaffirs [infidels], even little children saying 
these things. Those who were our neighbours turned against us.”11 
 
Perhaps the most significant jihadist group fighting the Syrian war has been 
the group known as Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (otherwise known as ISIS 
or ISIL).  One of the group’s main objectives is to establish a pure Islamic 
state in the regions of Iraq and Syria (The Levant).  According to the 
Economist,  

 
“As ISIS’s name suggests, the interests of the group and its 
current leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi go beyond Syria. Its 
members believe that the world's Muslims should live under one 
Islamic state ruled by sharia law. War and instability in Syria and 

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
9!Syria!conflict:!Christians!'fleeing!homes'!,!BBC!News,!October!16,!2013.!!http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world,middle,east,
24547263?print=true!"
10!“Syria's!Threatened!Christians.”!New!York!Times,!June!29,!2012.!http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/29/opinion/syrias,threatened,
christians.html?_r=0&pagewanted=print!"
11!“The!plight!of!Syria's!Christians:!'We!left!Homs!because!they!were!trying!to!kill!us.'”!The!Independent,!November!2,!2012.!
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle,east/the,plight,of,syrias,christians,we,left,homs,because,they,were,trying,to,kill,us,
8274710.html!"
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Iraq have given it an opportunity to attempt to build a proto-
state in the adjacent Sunni-majority areas of these two 
countries, before spreading further.”12  
 

Iraq War 
The United States and Coalition Forces led the 2003 war in Iraq with 
seemingly little regard for the sectarian nature of the conflict.  Very quickly, 
Christians were caught in the middle of an Islamic, sectarian conflict in Iraq.   
 
According to the Daily Telegraph, there were more than a million Christians 
in Iraq under the rule of Saddam Hussein.  Today, that number is believed to 
be as few as 200,000.13  Numerous reports suggest that churches that were 
once full of congregants now sit empty.   
 
In his May 2014 interview with Christianity Today, Rev. Canon Andrew 
White, Vicar of St. George’s Church in Baghdad, was asked if Iraq and 
Baghdad are better or worse off than before the 2003 invasion.  His 
response: 

 
“The situation is probably the worst it has ever been. There's a 
severe, serious escalation in the violence. There's extreme 
corruption in the government. We don't think anything will really 
change. Every day in Baghdad, we're having people killed in 
terrorist bombings. The church is now surrounded by bomb 
barricades and you have to go through four checkpoints to get to 
it. It's almost like being in our own little green zone.”14  
 

When asked if Christians would return to Iraq and rebuild the Christian 
community there, Rev. White responded, “No chance at all. It will never 
happen. It's going to become more dangerous for them as Christians and 
they are settling into where they are now.” In this interview, Rev. White 

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
12!“What!ISIS,!an!al,Qaeda!affiliate!in!Syria,!really!wants.”!The!Economist,!January!20,!2014.!"
!http://www.economist.com/blogs/economist,explains/2014/01/economist,explains,12#sthash.NStxj5AM.dpuf!"
13!“Iraq's!battle!to!save!its!Christian!souls:!'Christians!are!finished!here.’”!Daily!Telegraph,!December!15,!2013.!
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iraq/10517810/Iraqs,battle,to,save,its,Christian,souls,Christians,are,finished,
here.html"
14!“Andrew!White:!Being!Jesus!in!the!Kill!Zone.”!Christianity!Today,!May!6,!2014.!http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2014/may,web,
only/andrew,white,being,jesus,in,kill,zone.html?start=2!"
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made the point that there are now more Iraqi Christians living in Chicago 
than there are in Iraq. 15 

According to a report by the Daily Telegraph’s Colin Freeman, some sixty-
two Christian churches have been attacked in the ten years since the 
removal of Saddam, and the Church that remains in Iraq is a mere shadow of 
its former self.  The city of Doura, pre-war, maintained a large Christian 
presence.  Today, the Christian population is less than 10% of its former size: 

 
"Doura was once one of the biggest Christian communities in 
Iraq, with 30,000 families," said Mr Esha, as he prepared for an 
afternoon congregation that barely filled two of the 22 rows of 
pews. "Now there are only 2,000 left. They feel they are 
strangers in their own land, and that makes them want to leave. 
The bleeding from migration is continuous… The picture in 
Doura is repeated across Iraq, and indeed the wider Middle East, 
where the onset of the Arab Spring has ended the protected 
status that the region's secular strongmen gave to religious 
minorities. In Iraq, a Christian community that numbered more 
than a million in Saddam Hussein's time is now thought to have 
shrunk to as few as 200,000."  
  

Perhaps most sobering are the words of the current priest of St. Joseph's 
Church in Baghdad, Saad Sirop Hanna, as he offers this devastating 
assessment for the future of Christianity in Iraq: "If the situation continues in 
this way, I think there will be no Christians after 20 or 30 years. There will be 
very few Christians who will stay here.  That's... that's a fact."16   
 
Egypt’s Revolutions 
In Egypt, there is both anecdotal and hard evidence to suggest that many 
Christian individuals and families have fled the tumult of the Arab Spring.  
The 2011 revolution that overthrew decades of rule by President Hosni 
Mubarak, as well as the 2013 ousting of Mohammed Morsi, saw a significant 
rise in violent attacks against Christians.  During the course of two years, 

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
15!ibid."
16!“Iraq's!battle!to!save!its!Christian!souls:!'Christians!are!finished!here.'”!Daily!Telegraph,!December!15,!2013."
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iraq/10517810/Iraqs,battle,to,save,its,Christian,souls,Christians,are,finished,
here.html!"
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hundreds of Christians were attacked, injured and even killed. Churches, 
businesses and homes were attacked and many destroyed.   
All of this anti-Christian violence and accompanying sentiments have led 
many Christians to decide to leave.  One Daily Telegraph report estimated 
the number of Coptic emigrants leaving Egypt in 2011 to be approximately 
100,000. 17 
 
As a result of this Christian emigration from Egypt, The Coptic Church in the 
US is experiencing explosive growth.  National Public Radio quoted a rough 
estimate that the population of Egypt’s Copts living in the United States 
increased by 30% since the start of the Egyptian revolution, with some 
churches more than doubling in size. 18  According to a report in the Daily 
Telegraph, there were two Coptic churches in the United States forty years 
ago.  Today, there are two hundred.19   
 
PBS Newshour interviewed one Coptic, Egyptian woman who had migrated 
recently to the United States.  With two young sons, Egypt was proving to be 
too dangerous for her as a Christian:  

 
“I left my house and my family. It was hard for me, but I was 
thinking of my kids,” she said recently after Sunday liturgy at St. 
Mark Coptic Orthodox Church in Fairfax, VA. She said she was 
being harassed and threatened for being a Christian, identifiable 
by the small traditional Coptic cross tattoo on her wrist. She had 
seen churches and homes burned in her city, and was too 
worried about the violence to send her children to school.”20 

  
The group that has played the most significant role in the persecution of 
Christians in Egypt is the Muslim Brotherhood.  The group’s goals are 
defined in two pillars, one of which is “The introduction of the Islamic 

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
17!“Egypt's!Coptic!Christians!fleeing!country!after!Islamist!takeover.”!Daily!Telegraph,!January!13,!2013."
!http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/egypt/9798777/Egypts,Coptic,Christians,fleeing,country,after,
Islamist,takeover.html!"
18!“Amid!Instability!In!Egypt,!Coptic!Christians!Flee!To!U.S.”!NPR,!January!4,!2013.!http://www.npr.org/2013/01/04/168609672/amid,
instability,in,egypt,coptic,christians,flee,to,u,s!"
19!“Egypt's!Coptic!Christians!fleeing!country!after!Islamist!takeover.”!Daily!Telegraph,!January!13,!2013.!
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/egypt/9798777/Egypts,Coptic,Christians,fleeing,country,after,
Islamist,takeover.html!"
20!“Coptic!Christians!Eager!to!Start!Lives!in!U.S.,!But!Still!Call!Egypt!‘Home.’”!PBS!Newshour,!September!12,!2013."
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/coptic,christians,1/!"
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Shari`ah as the basis controlling the affairs of state and society.”21 It is the 
stated goal of the Muslim Brotherhood to merge mosque and state. 
 
 

2. Islamization and the Legal and Social  
Marginalization of Christians 
Islamization is the process by which a society, through changes in law and 
culture, becomes more Islamic.  In the Middle East, we see a tremendous 
amount of evidence that suggests Islamization is taking place and further 
marginalizing Christians and impeding on religious freedom in the region.  
This process is primarily being implemented in two ways: law and culture. 
 
Legal Marginalization 
In the Middle East, state law is being used as a means to increase the 
influence of Islam in all sectors of society, and also to increase pressures on 
Christians, limit their freedom of worship and silence critique of Islam.  
Primarily, these laws stem from Islamic Sharia Law, or the judicial bodies of 
legal rulings that dictate how a society should be governed and how an 
individual should live.  While the influence and usage of Sharia in the Middle 
East are too significant to fully address in this report, a few examples 
highlight the challenges that Islamic Sharia poses to Christians in the region. 
 
Apostasy Laws 
In Sharia Law, apostasy is the crime of leaving Islam, and is a major denial of 
basic and fundamental issues as they relate to religious freedom and human 
rights.  Any individual who is a Muslim and chooses to leave the faith for any 
reason is guilty of apostasy.  While there are a number of interpretations and 
opinions on the penalty for the individual who is found guilty of apostasy, 
there is much evidence to suggest that the majority of both Quranic and 
Islamic traditions support the death penalty for the apostate.22 
 
According to the Pew Research Center, twelve out of twenty countries in the 
Middle East and North Africa criminalize apostasy in some way.  This 
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21!“The!Principles!of!The!Muslim!Brotherhood.”!Ikwan!Web,!February!1,!2010.!http://www.ikhwanweb.com/article.php?id=813!"
22!For!a!more!advanced,!thorough!treatment!on!apostasy!in!Islam,!see!“Leaving'Islam:'Apostates'Speak'Out.”'Edited'by'ibnDWarraq.'
Prometheus'Books,'New'York:'2003."
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accounts for over half of the countries in the region.23 In recent years, a 
number of incidents in the region have highlighted the use of apostasy as a 
measure to limit the freedom of religion. 24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most recently a Sudanese court convicted Meriam Yehva, a twenty-seven 
year old Christian woman, and sentenced her to death for the crime of 
apostasy. Particularly concerning about Ibrahim’s case is that, even though 
her Ethiopian Orthodox mother raised her, by law she is considered a 
Muslim because her father was a Muslim. 
 
The court refused to recognize Ibrahim’s Christian faith and her marriage to 
a Christian man.  Not only was she tried and convicted of apostasy, but also 
of the crime of adultery. Ibrahim was imprisoned despite being eight months 
pregnant and being the mother of a twenty-month old son, who has also 
been imprisoned with her.25  
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23!“Which!countries!still!outlaw!apostasy!and!blasphemy?”!Pew!Research!Center,!May!28,!2014.!http://www.pewresearch.org/fact,
tank/2014/05/28/which,countries,still,outlaw,apostasy,and,blasphemy/!"
24!Chart!source:!“Which!countries!still!outlaw!apostasy!and!blasphemy?”!Pew!Research!Center,!May!28,!2014.!
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact,tank/2014/05/28/which,countries,still,outlaw,apostasy,and,blasphemy/!"
25!“No!imminent!execution!for!Christian!in!Sudan,!despite!death!sentence.”!CNN,!May!16,!2014.!
http://www.cnn.com/2014/05/16/world/africa/sudan,christian,woman,whats,next/!"
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On Tuesday, May 27, 2014, Ibrahim gave birth in prison to a baby girl while 
wearing heavy chains.  Without intervention, Ibrahim will be executed two 
years after the birth of her new baby.26   
 
Perhaps most disturbing are the beliefs of fundamentalists throughout the 
Middle East who say that Sharia should be the law of the land and favor the 
death penalty for the crime of apostasy.  According to the Pew Research 
Center, the following percentage of respondents who say that Sharia should 
be the law of the land also favor the death penalty of apostates: 

 
Egypt:      86% 
Jordan:      82% 
Palestinian Territories:    66% 
Lebanon:      46% 
Iraq:       42% 
Tunisia:      29% 27  

 
Blasphemy Laws 
Throughout the Middle East, another type of law is increasingly being used 
to marginalize Christians. Blasphemy laws effectively criminalize any 
behavior deemed offensive to Islamic belief, practice, or anyone or anything 
the faith reveres.   
 
According to the Pew Research Center, fourteen out of twenty countries in 
the Middle East and North Africa criminalize blasphemy.28  
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http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/sudan,woman,death,row,apostasy,birth,23909203!"
27!“The!World’s!Muslims:!religion,!politics!and!society.”!The!Pew!Forum!on!Religion!&!Public!Life,!April!30,!2013.!
http://www.pewforum.org/files/2013/04/worlds,muslims,religion,politics,society,full,report.pdf!"
28!“Which!countries!still!outlaw!apostasy!and!blasphemy?”!Pew!Research!Center,!May!28,!2014.!http://www.pewresearch.org/fact,
tank/2014/05/28/which,countries,still,outlaw,apostasy,and,blasphemy/"
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Many recent examples of blasphemy being used against critique of Islam 
abound. 29 
 
In Egypt, Damiana Ebeid Abdel Nour was fined 100,000 Egyptian Pounds 
($15,000) for allegedly insulting Islam and the Muslim Prophet Mohammed.  
According to a Reuters report, Abdel Nour “was accused by her Muslim 
students' parents of insulting Islam and comparing it to Christianity by saying 
that the late Coptic Pope Shenouda was better than the Prophet 
Mohammad.”30  
 
In April 2012, Gamal Abdou Massoud, a seventeen year old boy was 
sentenced to three years in prison for “publishing cartoons on his Facebook 
page that mocked Islam and the Prophet Mohammad” and also distributing 
those cartoons to his friends.31 
 
According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, fighters of The 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant executed a mentally ill man after he 
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29!Chart!Source:!“Which!countries!still!outlaw!apostasy!and!blasphemy?”!Pew!Research!Center,!May!28,!2014.!
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact,tank/2014/05/28/which,countries,still,outlaw,apostasy,and,blasphemy/"
30!“Christian!teacher!to!be!tried!in!Egypt!for!insulting!Islam.”!Reuters,!May!14,!2013.!http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/05/14/us,
egypt,christian,idUSBRE94D14Q20130514!"
31!“Egypt!jails!Christian!student!to!three!years!in!jail!for!insulting!Islam.”!Reuters,!April,!4,!2012.!"
!http://blogs.reuters.com/faithworld/2012/04/04/egypt,jails,christian,student,to,three,years,in,jail,for,insulting,islam/!"
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allegedly committed blasphemy by satirically suggesting there was another 
god other than Allah:  

 
“The fighters bought fuel from him and asked him why it was 
impure. He responded in the colloquial dialect by saying 'How 
should I know? What am I, the God of fuel?'" the Observatory said.  
The group said the fighters arrested Qassum, executed him and on 
Sunday threw his body, with several bullet wounds to the head, in 
the streets of the town.”32 
 

In Lebanon, a historic Christian library was burned to the ground after its 
founder, Father Ibrahim Sarouja, had allegedly offended Muslim sentiments 
by writing an anti-Islamic article online and after other anti-Islamic materials 
had been discovered in the library.  Sarouja denied the charges and told the 
Lebanese Daily Star “that he had always maintained a close relationship with 
the Muslim community… ‘How is it possible that Muslims accuse me of 
this?’”33 

 
Social Marginalization  
The Middle East faces significant economic challenges for Muslims and 
Christians alike.  There are a number of demographic trends that hinder 
economic opportunity.   
 
 First, the Middle East is defined by booming youth populations for which 
there are not enough jobs.  The chart below shows how the Middle East has 
the highest unemployment rate of youth ages fifteen to twenty-four in the 
entire world, more than double the average global rate. 34 
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32!“Jihadists!execute!Syrian!man!for!'blasphemy':!Activists.”!The!Daily!Star!Lebanon,!December!9,!2013.!
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle,East/2013/Dec,09/240407,jihadists,execute,syrian,man,for,blasphemy,
activists.ashx#ixzz337uaplv0"
33!“Bookstore!owner!priest!forgives!arsonists!in!Tripoli.”!The!Daily!Star,!Lebanon,!January!6,!2014.!!
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon,News/2014/Jan,06/243216,bookstore,owner,priest,forgives,arsonists,in,
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34!Chart!source:!“INSIGHT:!Youth!Unemployment!in!Middle!East,!North!Africa.”!Middle!East!Voices,!VOA!News,!June!14,!2013.!
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Second, in addition to high youth unemployment, there are more college 
graduates in the region than ever before. The Wall Street Journal reported 
“in 1990, according to World Bank, 14% of college-age Egyptians were 
enrolled [in college]; in 2008, 28.5% were.”35  This oversaturation of college 
attendees and graduates has lead to intense competition for open jobs, and 
combined with high youth unemployment, has left the region vulnerable to 
unrest and revolution: 

 
“If a country has a large youth co-hort and a high college 
matriculation rate and at the same time has high unemployment, 
then higher education seems to function as an unrest accelerant. 
It raises expectations, but fails to deliver on a higher standard of 
living. It exposes young people to revolutionary ideologies, and 
instills attitudes of condescension and even contempt for the 
more cautious politics of their elders. And it connects people 
with these ideas and attitudes and frustrations with other 
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people who share them.  This is a recipe for violence and 
bloodshed.” 36 

 
Fundamentalist ideologies have gained an even stronger foothold in the 
region, at least in part, due to the failure of Middle Eastern societies to meet 
the employment needs of an increasingly educated population.  This has left 
Christians vulnerable to the fundamentalist ideologies that would seek to 
portray them as part of the problem.   
 
High youth unemployment can also lead to outside factors beyond skillset 
and qualifications playing a major role in the hiring process, even leading to 
discriminatory hiring practices.  During The St. Charles Institute’s field study 
in Egypt, many such practices were revealed. 
 
Numerous individuals suggested that Christians are being increasingly 
marginalized in Middle Eastern society due to a lack of equal access to 
economic opportunity.  For example, economic marginalization of Christians 
comes in the form of being denied employment simply because they are 
Christian.  Often, candidates are denied positions of employment because 
Muslim hiring managers are unwilling to hire Christians.  Multiple individuals 
suggested to us that some hiring managers, upon learning a candidate is a 
Christian either by their name or during an interview, will terminate the 
candidacy of a Christian offhand.  One young leader in Jordan recounted to 
The Institute that Christians are also denied opportunities for promotion 
simply because of their faith.  The net effect of these realities is that 
Christians are often unable to advance in their careers because they are 
either unable to get jobs, or denied promotions which they deserve.   
 
All of these factors increasingly cause Christians to look beyond the borders 
of their home country for economic opportunity.  In fact, one member of the 
Coptic Christian community directly pointed to employment opportunities 
as a major reason for the emigration of Copts from Egypt and the growth in 
the Coptic Church in the United States.37 
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37“Egypt's!Coptic!Christians!fleeing!country!after!Islamist!takeover.”!Daily!Telegraph,!January!13,!2013.!
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Education 
During The St. Charles Institute’s field study in Egypt, numerous individuals 
reported that education was a primary reason that Christians face negative 
social pressures and marginalization.  Obtaining a good education often 
requires Christian families to overcome huge obstacles, including class sizes 
of seventy to one hundred, education methods more focused on rote 
memorization rather than learning, and systemic corruption which sees 
teachers neglecting teaching responsibilities in favor of giving private lessons 
for pay.   
 
Negative attitudes and perceptions are often fostered towards Christians in 
state schools.  In Egypt, for example, religious identity is enforced from the 
earliest ages in state school systems.  While Christian religion classes are 
provided for Christian students, the separation of students along religious 
lines often leads to an even greater isolation of these students.  One 
journalist who lived and worked in Cairo wrote about her son’s loneliness of 
being only one of two students in his grade one class to be Christian.  Each 
week, when it came time for religion class, he was sent off to Christianity 
class, separated from the rest of his peers along religious lines.38 
 
A 2006 study by Freedom House highlighted the teachings found in Saudi 
Arabian textbooks that highlight non-Muslims as being unequal, subservient, 
and undeserving of friendship.  For example, 5th grade textbooks state that 
"Whoever obeys the Prophet and accepts the oneness of God cannot 
maintain a loyal friendship with those who oppose God and His Prophet, 
even if they are his closest relatives."39  
 
For wealthier Christian students who are able to attend private Christian 
schools, the education and learning gap from peers at state sponsored 
schools is often so significant that these individuals become the best 
candidates for emigration:   

 
"The Christian schools that helped to educate Christians in the 
Gaza Strip and in the West Bank indirectly, without intending to 
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do it, have encouraged the diaspora of the Christians ... and they 
did that through giving quality education to Christians," says 
Alex Awad of the Bethlehem Bible College, citing the broader 
horizons, European languages, and cultural familiarity that 
helped them to fit into Western societies. "It was a blessing to 
these individuals, but it hurt the community as a whole."40 
 
 

3. Intimidation, Violence, and Persecution 
Another significant reason many Christians are forced to consider leaving 
their homes in the Middle East is due to the intimidation, violence, and 
persecution.  These actions occur more often in regions of war and conflict. 
 
Destruction of Christian Homes, Churches, and Businesses 
Perhaps one of the most significant aspects of persecution that has been 
witnessed in recent years is the attack on and destruction of Christian 
homes, churches, and businesses.  These attacks occur frequently and often 
on a wide-scale. 
 
In August 2013, Egypt saw the most significant number of attacks on 
Christian property in recent memory.  According to The Coptic Orthodox 
Church Centre based in Hertfordshire, England, more than one hundred 
churches, Christian homes, and properties were “attacked, looted and burnt 
across the nation in a spiraling wave of violence in the space of days.”41  In all 
of 2013, Amnesty International reported that 207 churches were attacked in 
Egypt, and forty-three Orthodox churches were completely destroyed.42 
 
Recently, militants have been marking Christian homes and businesses in the 
event of a need to coordinate attacks.  In a July 11, 2013 report from the 
New York Times, it was reported that black X’s were painted on Christian 
shops in order to identify them for burning later.43  Individuals from Minya 
also reported such actions to Human Rights Watch.  Following Mohammed 
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42!“Egypt:!Roadmap!to!Repression:!Facts!and!Figures.”!Amnesty!International,!January!22,!2014.!
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Morsi’s removal from power, Coptic-owned businesses were marked with an 
‘X’ and subsequently attacked.44  During a conference on religious freedom in 
Malta, Bishop Kyrillos William of Assuit said that Christian homes in Egypt 
were often identified by an ‘X.’45   
 
Syria has also seen a massive destruction of Christian places of worship.  The 
Syrian Ambassador to Russia told the head of the Russian Orthodox Church 
that ninety-eight churches have been either partly or completely destroyed 
in the Syrian conflict.46  One such church, The Orthodox Church of Sts. 
Constantine and Helen in the town of Yabroud was one of the oldest 
churches in Syria.  According to one report, “a group of people of European 
appearance who arrived under the protection of militants… armed with M-
16 rifles and other small arms. For an hour they emptied out of the church of 
its valuables, and set fire to the building.”47 
In the Syrian town of Raqaa, a militant group "set fires in two churches and 
knocked the crosses off them, replacing them with the group's black Islamic 
banner."48  Iranian based FARS News Agency reported that one church in 
Raqaa was actually converted into Al-Qaeda's "Raqaa Bureau" - only after 
"all the exterior and interior symbols and signs showing the building is [a] 
church have been cleared."49 
 
Assassination and Murder 
Almost daily, reports emerge from the Middle East of Christians who have 
been murdered as a result of their faith.  
 
Perhaps one of the most devastating attacks in recent memory occurred 
October 9, 2011.  Thousands of Coptic Christians had gathered outside of 
the Maspiro building that houses Egyptian state television to protest the 
destruction of a church in the south of Egypt. The Egyptian military quickly 
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intervened to disperse the crowd, shooting protestors and literally running 
over gathered crowds with armored personnel carriers.  State television 
called for “honest Egyptians” to come out and protect their military from 
Christian attacks.  In less than one hour, 27 Christians were killed.50 
 
In March 2014, during The St. Charles Institute’s field study in Egypt, a 
young Coptic Christian woman was leaving a Coptic Church in Ein Shams to 
deliver medicines to a sick elderly woman.  One Muslim eyewitness 
described the events to Egyptian TV in graphic detail.  As reported by 
Reuters: “According to a Muslim eyewitness who discussed the event on the 
Egyptian program, 90 Minutes, Mary Sameh George was driving out of an 
adjacent Coptic Orthodox Church in order to deliver medicine to a sickly, 
elderly woman: 
 

“Once they saw that she was a Christian [because of the cross 
hanging on her rear view mirror], they jumped on top of the car, 
to the point that the vehicle was no longer visible. The roof of the 
car collapsed in.  When they realized that she was starting to die, 
they pulled her out of the car and started pounding on her and 
pulling her hair—to the point that portions of her hair and scalp 
came off.  They kept beating her, kicking her, stabbing her with 
any object or weapon they could find….  Throughout [her ordeal] 
she tried to protect her face, giving her back to the attackers, till 
one of them came and stabbed her right in the back, near the 
heart, finishing her off...  Another pulled her pants off, to the 
point that she was totally naked.” 51 

 

On Sunday, February 24, 2014, seven Egyptian Coptic Christians living in 
Libya were found murdered, execution style, in a suburb of Benghazi.  
According to reports, militants broke into building housing Egyptian workers 
with the specific intent of identifying and harming Christians.  Reuters 
journalist Feras Bosalum details the harrowing specifics of their murder: 
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“The victims were stonemasons of modest means, like the vast 
majority of Egyptians who come to work in Libya. According to 
several fellow Copts, masked militiamen broke into several 
houses being rented by Coptic and Muslim workers. They asked 
them questions about Islam and checked to see whether they 
had crosses tattooed on their forearms [as many Copts do]. They 
abducted seven workers, several of whom were from the same 
family. Several hours later, their corpses were found in an 
abandoned field outside the city.”52 
 

Iraqi Christians have also been the victims of murder and assassination.  
Under the role of Saddam Hussein, Iraq's Christian community enjoyed 
relative protected status.  Today, with Hussein’s removal, Christians often 
find themselves the victims of attacks by al-Qaeda militants and Islamic 
extremists.  
 
In late October 2010, militants armed with assault weapons, grenades, and 
wearing explosives stormed Our Lady of Salvation Catholic Church in 
Baghdad.  Gunmen took 160 hostages in the siege, eventually killing fifty-two 
Christians.53 
 
On Christmas Day 2013, militants set off bombs near a Baghdad Church and 
in a nearby market frequented by Christians, killing thirty-seven people and 
wounding dozens more.54 
 
During her June 25, 2013 testimony before the Committee On Foreign 
Affairs, U.S. House Of Representatives, Subcommittee on the Middle East 
and North Africa, Nina Shea, Director of the Hudson Institute's Center For 
Religious Freedom, recounted the assassination of one Syrian Christian:  
 

"Ordinary individuals, too, have been summarily killed after being 
identified as Christian. An Islamic gunman stopped the bus to Aleppo 
and checked the background of each passenger. When the gunman 
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noticed Yohannes’ last name was Armenian, they singled him out for a 
search. After finding a cross around his neck, ‘‘One of the terrorists 
shot point blank at a crossing—at the cross, tearing open the man’s 
chest.’’"55 
 

Kidnapping 
Kidnapping being used as a tool to intimidate and extort Christians by 
various Islamic militants appears to be spreading.  The Christian Science 
Monitor reported that, in the two years following the 2011 Egyptian 
Revolution that ousted President Hosni Mubarak from power, more than 
100 Christians were victims of kidnapping in southern Egypt, over eighty 
from Minya alone.56  The primary motive for the kidnappings appears to be 
financial, as victims are held for ransom at the demand for thousands of 
dollars: 
 

"Christians are targeted because they do not have tribes or families 
who retaliate, unlike many Muslims in southern Egypt. As a tight-knit 
minority community, they are also perceived as able to raise large sums 
of money from friends and relatives for ransoms. And in Egypt, crimes 
against Christians have long gone routinely unpunished, fueling an 
environment of impunity."57 

 
Effectively, militants are leveraging the vulnerability of the Christian 
community and their inability and/or unwillingness to retaliate for their own 
financial gain. 
 
In Syria, kidnappings have played a significant role in the intimidation of 
Christians in the Syrian war.  Two prominent Orthodox bishops were 
abducted in April 2013.58  Over one year later, the whereabouts of these 
priests remains unknown.  
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In December 2013, a group of twelve nuns were abducted from the town of 
Maaoula in Syria. These nuns were released in March 2014 as part of a 
negotiated prisoner exchange with their kidnappers and the Assad regime.59   
 
A July 15, 2013 report in the National Catholic Reporter called the 
kidnapping of Christians in Syria "a growth industry": "Kidnapping Christians 
reportedly has become a growth industry. In late February, the website Ora 
pro Siria, operated by Italian missionaries in Syria, launched an emergency 
fundraising appeal called "Ransom a Christian." The website said the going 
price for a kidnapped priest was in the neighborhood of $200,000."60  
 
Rape 
Rape is also being used as a weapon to attack Christians.  In Syria, Christians 
are often perceived to be supporting the Assad regime.  Because of this, 
extremist Muslims who are anti-Assad have targeted Christian women with 
rape.  Haaretz reports that rape of Christians by extremists is “part of the 
punishment meted out to the Christian population.”61 
 
According to a Washington Times article in April 2013, one Islamic cleric 
issued a decree via YouTube to say that it was legitimate “for Muslims 
waging war against Mr. Assad and trying to put in place a Sharia government 
to "capture and have sex with" Alawites and other non-Sunni, non-Muslim 
women.”  According to the same article, a Saudi cleric issued a fatwa “giving 
jihadi fighters the right to have "intercourse marriage" with Syrian women 
they caught, and for that act to take enough time "to give each fighter a 
turn."62 
 
“Jizya Tax” 
In classical Islam, the “jizya tax” was paid by non-Muslims to their Muslim 
rulers in exchange for protection.  According to the Daily Telegraph, militants 
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fighting in Syria have sought the reinstitution of the “jizya tax” in recent 
months: 
 

"Christians are obligated to pay Jizya tax on every adult male to 
the value of four golden dinars for the wealthy, half of that for 
middle-income citizens and half of that for the poor," their 
decree said. "They must not hide their status, and can pay in two 
installments per year." Four dinars would amount to just over 
half an ounce of gold, worth £435 at current prices… In return, 
Christians will not be harmed and will be allowed to worship 
privately, maintain their own clergy without interference and 
keep their own cemeteries, it added. They are implicitly allowed 
to continue drinking alcohol and eating pork, but may not do so 
publicly or trade them with Muslims. Nor may they build or 
renovate churches, or display the cross.”63 

 
According to Patriarch Gregorios III, in the city of Yabroud, Christians were 
being asked to pay a monthly protection tax of $35,000.64 
 
In Egypt, there have been reports that the jizya tax was also being used to 
subjugate Christians in some communities.  In the village of Dalga, Christians 
were being forced to pay the jizya tax “without exception,” according to the 
local village priest.  Amounts varied from 200-500 Egyptian pounds per day 
($25-70 USD).65 According to the Christian aid agency, Voice of the Martyrs, 
two Christians in the village of Assuit were killed for not paying the jizya 
tax.66  
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Conclusion 

Where do we go from here? 
 

This report has sought to bring to light the dramatic decline of Christianity in 
the Middle East in light of an increased effort by governments, groups and 
factions to establish the socio-political landscape where mosque and state 
are one.  The Arab Spring and recent democratization efforts of the region 
have catalyzed a significant backlash and rejection of the secular West from 
many in the region.  Fundamentalism has given rise to ideologies that have 
resulted in a massive upswing of incidents of violence, marginalization, and 
the persecution of the Christian community.   
 
In this report, we have detailed the significance that war and conflict have 
played in pressuring Christians to leave the Middle East; highlighted the 
sometimes silent but, nonetheless significant, marginalization of Christians in 
the region through legal and culture change; and we have detailed horrific, 
often violent and deadly attacks that are occurring against the Christian 
community, sometimes simply because they are Christian.  All of these take 
place against the backdrop of increasing Islamic fundamentalism and efforts 
to return to the Islam’s earliest teachings where mosque and state were one. 
 
Admittedly, a report such as this can leave one feeling overwhelmed with the 
magnanimity of the problem and as a result, risks fostering continued 
complacency and inaction.  Yet it is the hope of The St. Charles Institute that 
this report will help to mobilize a movement that sees the decline of 
Christianity in the Middle East not as a problem to be avoided, but as an 
opportunity to support and encourage new and existing movements that 
foster justice, equality, unity, and development in one of the world’s most 
challenging regions.   
 
Recently, there have been encouraging signs that the world is awakening to 
the challenges of Christian decline in the Middle East.  In September 2013, 
King Abdullah of Jordan hosted an international conference entitled “The 
Challenges of Arab Christians” in Amman.  In the conference, King Abdullah 
delivered a message to enforce the significant and important role that 
Christians in Arab society play.  Baroness Warsi, Great Britain’s Minister of 
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Faith, and Prince Charles have both taken very public stances in support of 
Middle Eastern Christians.  And recently, a group of 180 clergy, lay leaders 
activists and professors signed a pledge of solidarity and action to support 
Christians in the Middle East. 
 
At the same time, fundamentalist viewpoints are being challenged in ways 
and at levels never seen before.  New media provides access to information 
and individuals who are offering a vigorous challenge to fundamentalist 
ideologies that lead to the persecution of Christians.  Activists are emerging 
who are boldly challenging the status quo in support of religious freedom and 
human rights.  And individuals are finding the courage, in the midst of great 
suffering and hardship, to explore, challenge, and even change deeply held 
religious convictions.  
 
In an effort to provide some tangible action steps for readers of this report to 
consider, The St. Charles Institute provides the following important list of 
recommended actions that must be taken to combat the dangerous 
ideologies that have forced Christians from the region. 
 

1. Awareness Initiatives – Given the gravity of the situation, no one 
should be able to claim ignorance of what is happening to the Christian 
community in the region.  Steps must be taken to increase the level of 
understanding of the situation facing Christians in the Middle East, and 
to communicate these realities to as large of an audience as possible. 
 

2. Advocacy Initiatives – Efforts must be undertaken to increase 
advocacy efforts on behalf of victims of persecution, war, and conflict 
in the Middle East.  In the West, we must understand the implications 
of proposed policies of war and conflict in the region, and in turn, 
advocate in support of actions that will help religious minorities in the 
region.  We must advocate for victims of persecution who are denied 
basic human rights.  And we must elevate the importance of religious 
liberty in America’s relations throughout the world. 
 

3. Justice Initiatives – In the Middle East, we must seek to develop 
networks that elevate the voices of religious freedom advocates, and 
we must support justice initiatives that encourage equal rights and 
access for all citizens, no matter their faith.  This includes supporting 
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in-country networks that expose injustices, and demand and lead 
internal reforms. 
 

4. Grassroots Training in Reconciliation – Steps must be taken to combat 
the false narrative that religious minorities are enemies of Islam, or 
foreigners who must be purged from the Middle East.  We must search 
and create opportunities to foster stronger Muslim and Christian 
relations, focusing on common citizenship and common humanity.   

 
5. Invest in Opportunity – We must invest in businesses, organizations, 

schools, and networks that increase opportunities available to all in the 
region.  This includes investments in small business development that 
leads to well-paying employment opportunities, and raising capital to 
support education initiatives. 

 
6.  Relief – Steps must be increased to provide relief for those victims 

who lack the most basic necessities for survival or face threats of even 
greater danger, violence or death because of their faith.  This includes 
things like food, shelter, and security.  Every effort must be given to 
help and encourage the dreams of those Christians in the region who 
wish to return or remain, and in those instances where this is not 
possible, support for their relocation, emigration, and resettlement 
should be given. 
 

 
 

 
 



We feel forgotten and isolated. We sometimes 
wonder, if they kill us all, what would be the 
reaction of Christians in the West? Would they 
do something then? 

Patriarch Louis Raphael I Sako

stcharlesinstitue.org 
info@stcharlesinstitute.org
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