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Wow – it's September already! I hope you all had an enjoyable
summer and are ready for a big year ahead here at Good Shepherd. I have three major announcements I would like to
share with you. First is the announcement that each Wednesday
from September to June we are going to offer the opportunity for
a BIBLE STUDY – two opportunities actually. Beginning on
Wednesday, September 10, I will be starting a nine-month Bible
study called “Master Plan,” which will cover all of Scripture. Knowledge of the Bible is often rather fragmentary, and
too few people understand the exciting adventure of a complete
study of the Bible from cover to cover.

Prayer Chain
Suzanne Kloos
1(203)746-1316
suzannekloos@yahoo.com
OUR COMMISSIONERS

Discipleship—Carol Woodside

Stewardship– Nanette Falsetti

Education—Juanita Bok

Property—Brian Tompkins

Missions—Elinor Leili

Youth/Fellowship—VACANT

Media— James Kloos

There are a number of things which can unfortunately deter
people from taking a thorough journey through the Scriptures.
First, the sheer size of the Bible. Second, people often find it difficult to relate the various parts of Scripture, and to see how
this collection of books, written over a long period of time, develops one story – one unified message. Third, those who approach
the Bible with very little knowledge of ancient history have difficulty in reading sections in their proper setting. This study will
help people overcome these difficulties. Above all, it is intended
to help the readers of the Bible see how this great library of
books is still one book in which a merciful God has revealed his
master plan for our salvation. There are many things running
through the Bible, but the one great feature which stands out is
God's control of history as he leads his people to that point
where they find their hopes in there identity in Jesus Christ. He
is the key to the master plan.
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I mentioned that this study will begin on Wednesday, September 10 … and that
it will be offered two times … but I didn't mention the times: in the morning
from 11 AM to 12 PM and again in the evening from 7 PM to 8 PM. This is a
singular opportunity and it is my prayer that you will take advantage of it and
be a part of it. (Choir practice will then officially begin at 8 PM each Wednesday
– all are invited to that as well!)
The second major announcement I would like to share with you is with regard to the standardization of our CHURCH CALENDAR. In worship I would
like us to be able to look forward to the following each month: 1st Sundays will
be Commission Sundays—here a specific commission each month will have
the opportunity to share what they are doing and what we as a church family
can help them accomplish. 2nd Sundays will be Youth Sunday – where we can
enjoy some of our high school youth playing various instruments, or helping out
as readers, ushers, etc. 3rd Sundays will be Kids Sunday – this is the week
when our Sunday school children will share a special song they have been practicing with the congregation. 4th Sundays will be Coffee Hour Sunday – we
may have coffee hours on other Sundays as well for various occasions, but on 4th
Sundays we can always look forward to this time of fellowship together. It is my
hope that at least four families will sign up to be hosts of each coffee hour, that
way we will have two before hand to set up and to afterwards to clean up – that
would be great!
The third major announcement is that I would like to make the following
year a year of VISITATION. Much like I did when I was called here to be your
pastor a decade ago, I would like to be able to share some time together with
each of you in your home. I am going to make this my own personal challenge
and theme for the year that lies ahead. Please look forward to my phone call so
that we can set up a time for me to visit with you. I am open to any number of
times, however I am going to set aside Monday especially as my day of visitation – anytime from morning till evening.
As it turns out, this message has become much longer than I had anticipated –
but it's all exciting and good stuff. I look forward to “Growing in and Sharing
the Love of Christ” together with you throughout the year ahead! See you in
worship!
In Christ,
Pastor
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Message from the President
September is a month that encompasses both new beginnings and sweet endings, as in the windup of long summer nights and the start of early school mornings. At Good Shepherd we are facing some of our own endings and beginnings.
Our beloved Alma Sohle has passed on her legacy of service to us when she
joined the Lord in August after a life beautifully lived.
Alma was such an integral part of our congregation and an instrument of
Christ’s peace since the inception of our church. She sowed her seeds among us,
for she knew we were fertile soil and we continued to grow under her guidance.
She touched the hearts of so many and demonstrated her faith in all that she
did. She was an example of how to live a true Christian life. At her memorial
service our church was overflowing with people whose lives Alma made a difference in.
We won’t forget Alma and the mark she made on our hearts and in our church.
Alma’s standards were always high. She did not make excuses for not doing
things, and did not accept them from others. She was, however, right by your
side to empower you to accomplish what you thought you might not have time
for or be capable of. I will always be grateful to her for taking me under her
wing. As our tears fell and stories were told I saw I was not unique in this, for
she enfolded so many in her care. She embodied strength of will and body, but
most of all strength of heart as testified by the many who loved her.
On Facebook there has been a recent onslaught of ice bucket challenges to support the ALS Foundation in their fight against this dreadful disease. I took that
challenge and would like to extend a challenge to all of you. Not with a bucket
of ice water over your head, but in the way Alma challenged me on the scheduled day I was to come to her home when the rain was pouring buckets and I
called her to ask if we should reschedule. In her no nonsense way she said “No,
you will come!”
I was so glad I did, as I was the next time and the time after that. You see Alma
wanted to pass on her German raisin bread baking skill to me and it was a gift
she gave that will live on. In honor of her, Barbara Szaley, Juanita Bok and I
will try to teach others the way Alma taught us. Any others of you whom she
taught we hope will help us and we welcome any who want to learn.
Those in her sewing circle will remember the value of neat stitch and in ceramics, her smooth surfaces. The Women’s Service League will continue her multi-
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faceted work there. We in altar guild will remember to make sure the altar cloth
is even and everything is laid out just so, as Alma was nothing if not meticulous.
But it wasn’t just about the right way to do things, it was about widening the circle of love and service with the most unlikely people in unexpected ways, as
Christ did.
Join me in the challenge and let us, like Alma, not look for ways out, but for ways
in…ways to make a difference, for it is the little things that matter most. Let us
continue to grow the seeds Alma has sown, so we too can continue to Grow and
Share in the Love of Christ and in our final day be able to say we lived a
fruitful life.
May the Lord be with you in all that you do,
Liz Smith

RAISIN BREAD INGREDIENTS:
9 cups flour
1 cup sugar l tbsp salt
4 eggs
½ lb butter or margarine
2 cups milk
cup raisin
pkgs. yeast
grated rind of 2 lemons

BAKING INSTRUCTIONS:
Mix flour, sugar, and salt together in large bowl. Add raisins, lemon rind and
yeast. Heat 2 cups milk, and the butter or margarine until warm. Beat 4 eggs and
mix with warm milk. Add to the dry ingredients and mix well.
Then put dough on floured surface and knead well, 8 to 10 minutes. Let rise in a
greased bowl, in a warm place until doubled. Punch down and knead a little.
Form into 3 loaves. Put into greased pans and let rise again until doubled. Bake
at 350 degrees in a preheated oven about 40-45 minutes.
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Stewardship — Why Say YES to the Holy Spirit
In our Christian faith we develop a deep love for our Heavenly Father, for his
Son, Jesus our Lord and for the Holy Spirit. But how well do we understand how
the Holy Spirit guides us to fulfill our Lord’s direction here on our home, the
earth.
My dear sister Alma, perhaps without knowing opened my eyes to the work of the
Holy Spirit. One day, she invited me to join the Lutheran’s Women’s League at
the church. So I came to a few meetings, always late by a half hour, I just couldn’t quite get the time correct. But the ladies were all very patient with me. I saw
coins, dollar bills go into a basket. So I thought, “What is this money used for and
who benefits from it?” I participated in tying simple quilts and cut material into
large squares for the convention where they would be made for blankets.
I still did not get the full picture. But I allowed myself to be guided by my friend
Alma and my new friends. Then Alma asked if I would go the convention in Pittsburgh. I asked her, “Why?” She simply replied. “Because it will fortify your
faith”. So my little brain thought that made sense. Arrangements were made and
off my husband Jim and I went. Now I have been to other large conventions, but
this was different. How so? It became clear to me what the purpose of all those
coins were being used for and the love that was being poured out. It was evident
that these women allowed the Holy Spirit to use their small resources and turn
them into significant financial means to spread the word and love of our Lord to
people in desperate need. None of us alone could accomplish such a task, but by
making ourselves available to the Holy Spirit’s direction, the Lord’s work is being
continuously carried out around the world. And the quilts and blankets were given to people that have been overlooked in our world. Through these caring women, who gave of their time and talents, even if it appears minor, their efforts are
part of the Holy Spirit’s efforts to keep people warm and gave them hope, knowing the Lord Jesus cares for them.
I learned that the Holy Spirit may ask us to participate in its divine work through
fellow Christian women. So when you are asked to help or join in Christian work,
ask yourself, “How can I make myself available to do this?” Your eyes will see the
Holy Spirit in action, and loving bonds will grow among Christian sisters, and to
people in faraway places.
I learned a valuable lesson from my friend, Alma, and I am grateful that she and
thousands of other women make themselves available to the guidance of the Holy
Spirit working on behalf of our Lord. (By Nanette Falsetti in dedication to our
dear sister, Alma Sohle.)
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EDUCATION
On August 8th we had a very good and productive Sunday School meeting. On
September 7th the Sunday School will kick off with a breakfast at which time
we will have the registration forms and other Sunday School
information available. Everyone is invited to join us. We would
like to encourage the children to bring a friend along.
The first day of Sunday School and Adult Bible Class will be
September 14th. Everyone is welcome to join us then also.

FELLOWSHIP
Remember the orienteering event this spring? Did you go? Well, here’s your
chance to try it (again) ! Saturday September 20 at Huntington State Park.
This meet will be a little different in that you have a Score-O. Find
as many markers as possible in a specific period of time. Huntington State Park is located on Sunset Hill Road along the
Bethel/Redding border. Look for orienteering signs directing to the
parking. Hope to see you there!!

MISSIONS
Keep a watchful eye for news about our OKTOBERFEST bratwurst, German potato salad, apple and peach kuchen German beer and possibly German pretzels. Each year we get
bigger and better so join us !!

WOMEN’S SERVICE LEAGUE
Our first
W.S.L.
meeting of
the season
will be on
Thursday
September
4th—
the first
Thursday of
the month.

8

15

22

29

14
9:00am-Sunday School & Conf.
9:15am-Adult Bible Class
10:30am—Communion Worship
Service (Youth serve)

21
9:00am-Sunday School & Conf
9:15am-Adult Bible Class
10:30am—Communion Worship
Service (Kids sing)

28
9:00am-Sunday School & Conf
9:15am-Adult Bible Class
NEW MEMBERS SUNDAY
10:30am—Communion Worship
Service (Coffee Hour)

1

Mon

7
9:00am—SUNDAY SCHOOL
BREAKFAST
10:30am—Communion Worship
Service

Sun

24
11:00am–12:00pm—
Bible Study
7:00pm-8:00pm— Bible
Study
8:00 pm - Choir

17
11:00am–12:00pm—
Bible Study
7:00pm-8:00pm— Bible
Study
8:00 pm - Choir

10
11:00am–12:00pm—
Bible Study
7:00pm-8:00pm— Bible
Study

3

Wed

12:00pm-Weight Watchers

25

12:00pm-Weight Watchers

10:00 am—WSL

18

12:00pm-Weight Watchers

11

12:00pm-Weight Watchers

10:00 am—WSL

4

Thu

26

19

12

5

Fri

27
LWML FALL
GATHERING–10:00am
IMMANUEL DANBURY

20

Raisin Bread
Baking at Liz
Smith’s

13

6

Sat
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30

7:30pm-Discipleship
Meeting

23

16

7:45pm—Board
Meeting

9

7:30pm—
Stewardship Meeting

2

Tue
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SERVING PAGE FOR SEPTEMBER
Ushers:

D. Kish
C. Kish
F. Bok
J. Bok

9/7

9/14
L. Hamilton
C. Hamilton
B. Tompkins
C. Tompkins

9/21
E. Davis
E. Davis
C Woodside
A. Golino

B. Dice
C. Dice
J.Kloos

10/5
T. Renz
E. Davis
E. Davis
C. Woodside

Tellers:

T. Renz
R. Renz

C. Dice
J. Bok

T. Durr
P. Durr

B. Dice
S. Kloos

G. Wismar
P. Wismar

Lay Reader:

B. Woodside

L. Smith

R. Renz

N. Falsetti

D. kELLEY

Greeters:

S Lowry

S. Kloos

D. Breeger
B. Breeger

C. Hamilton

S. Haber

T. Renz

R. Smith

L. Hamilton

T. Renz

J McGowan
H Scully

L. Thomson
P Tompkins

E Leili
L White

H Abrantes
L Seder

Comm. Asst.: L. Hamilton
Altar Guild:

L Smith
B Breeger

9/28

Acolyte:
Crucifer:

ANNIVERSARIES and BIRTHDAYS
Keith & Trudy Tuffy
09/15
Greg & Lore White

Elisa Bodnar

09/05

James Lagasse

09/04

Sadie Scalzitti

09/06

Richard Haber

09/07

Ryan Rojas

09/23

Michael Soto

09/23

JoAnn Szaley

09/23

Roland Klauck

09/24

Eve Bodnar

09/28

Suzanne Kloos

09/29

09/15
Chip & Bonnie Dice
09/19
Richard & Liz Smith
09/21

