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In May members of the congregation gathered to watch the live stream of Concordia
Seminarian Justin Smith accepting the call to Good Shepherd. It was a moving experience to view the service and hear the words of wisdom imparted to the seminarians as
they received direction for the next step in their journey. When the service concluded
we received a phone call from our soon to be new pastor and his wife, Jessica. Their
warmth and enthusiasm for moving to Connecticut and making their home at Good
Shepherd, was exciting!

Recording Secretary
Liz Thomson
Treasurer
Eric Schonenberg
Financial Secretary
Tim Renz
Newsletter Editor

Since then Pastor Justin, who will be ordained in his hometown church in Milwaukee
on June 28th, has been checking in to see how we are doing and looks forward to arriving in early July. Pastor Justin will hold his first service here on July 12th and plans
are being made for his installation service on August 2nd. As Jessica shared that upon
arriving in Connecticut, she is looking forward to having New England clam chowder,
we plan to have a chowder cook off following the installation, so get your recipes out!

Liz Thomson
office@goodshepherdnf.org
Prayer Chain
Suzanne Kloos
1(203)746-1316
suzannekloos@yahoo.com
OUR COMMISSIONERS
Discipleship—

While we await the Smiths’ arrival with anticipation, we will be working toward readying the parsonage. Your donations toward the repair of the lawn and driveway are of
great significance in achieving this goal, as is your participation in painting the interior on June 27th. As they are expecting their first child in October, what a comfort it will
be to Pastor Justin and Jessica to be welcomed into a home that has lovingly been
cared for. After the painting is completed we will have the pleasure of sharing a potluck dinner with Pastor Wismar and Miharu, who as always, will have participated in
accomplishing the task at hand! It is generous of Pastor Wismar to focus our efforts on
Pastor Justin as we say our last goodbyes, rather than on himself.

Carol Woodside
Stewardship—
Nan Falsetti
Education—
Juanita Bok
Property—

Board members have been busy assuming the daily tasks required to keep things running smoothly during the pastoral vacancy. I am so grateful for their diligence and dedication and for the members of the congregation who have stepped up to assist them.
In the days ahead, let us be mindful of coming together to support each other in the
body of Christ.

Brian Tompkins
Mission—
Elinor Leili

We are blessed to be children of the Good Shepherd, who is always with us as we continue to Grow and Share in the Love of Christ.

Youth/Fellowship—
VACANT
Media Outreach—
James Kloos

Liz
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Our campaign to raise
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As you can see from the

funds for the painting and

poster (made by Miharu)

lawn repair of the parsonage

some of the $25 stickies are

is progressing. Many thanks

taken. Please contribute and

go to Chip and Bonnie Dice

let’s get the job done well at

for a matching grant of up to

the parsonage for our new

$5,000 and to Pastor Gregory

Pastor, his wife, and soon to

Wismar for getting a grant

be first child.

from Thrivent for $1,000.
On May3 we welcomed three confirmands.
Christopher Follen, Anthony Golino and Alyssa Renz.
All of them have been active as acolytes, readers and ushers.
We hope to see them remain active members of our
congregation.

Pastor Wismar confirmed them before moving

on to serve at Holy Cross in Trumbull Ct.

WOMEN’S SERVICE LEAGUE
On May 21 during a regular meeting time we cleaned the almost empty Pastor’s
office. We dusted, climbed a ladder, waxed, and vacuumed. The room is now ready
to be painted. Workers were: Carol Hirscheimer, Juanita Bok, Pauline Schneider,
Carol Woodside and Liz Thomson.
The national Lutheran Women’s Missionary League holds its 36th national convention in Des Moines, Iowa from Jume25—28. The services will all be live streamed
via lwml.org if you would like to watch them.

NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT
The biennial convention of the New England District of the LCMS will be from June
11-13. Unfortunately, we did not get our application in on time to have a delegate
and pastor attend this time. But we will receive notice of what happens at the
convention.
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TREASURER
Your treasurer encourages you to keep current in your pledges. As of 22 May we
are $1700 over budget on expenses but all of that and more can be explained by
fuel oil for the church and parsonage, which should subside over the summer getting us back in line. This is good news for us.
Please do contribute to our campaign to fund parsonage upkeep and getting the
lawn up to basic decency. The Property Commission and other volunteers have
been hard at work on the church, parsonage and grounds. They need your help to
get ready for Pastor Justin. Show up and help.
Treasurer Eric

On May 24 we held our spring congregational meeting. The decision of the board
to delay election of officers until the fall meeting was explained. This allows for consistency and experience with a change of pastor occurring in July. Minutes of congregation meetings and board meetings are always posted on the bulletin board in
the narthex.
Commissioners gave reports of their accomplishments and goals, all of which are
printed out on the pages following. Except for stewardship which was not available
yet. Nan Falsetti’s sister had been in hospice and passed away in mid May. We
give her our sympathy and condolences for the loss of family.
MEDIA COMMISSION

2015

Set up and designed church website with Pastor Wismar
Set up mailchimp
Maintained use of callemall
GOALS
To increase our church outreach to the community
To increase our communication to the community
To keep the website up to date
To make email announcements via mailchimp
To use callemall for notices and event notices

EDUCATION COMMISSION - GOALS

To continue nurturing our congregation’s children, providing them with
the necessary opportunities to attend Sunday School.
To provide ongoing support for the
movements activities program as
an adjunct to the Sunday School
classes.
To encourage recent confirmands, with
the help of parents and members of
the congregation, to serve as assistants to the Sunday School teachers
or help during worship services.
To cooperate closely with the superintendent, teachers, parents, and
members of the congregation to realize our goal of maximizing the
participation of a greater number of
children in church activities.
To assist Pastor in any way he deems
necessary to help fulfill the obligations of the commission.
To work closely with the property commission to make any necessary repairs or additions to the classrooms.
Will call or assign someone to call children who miss two or more Sundays.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 2014/2015
Very successful Christmas pageant and
Easter program.
Every third Sunday the children sang
in the worship service. Every fourth
Sunday it was Bring a Friend to
Sunday School Day.
The youth read the lessons in the worship service on the second Sunday
of the month. Youth provide music
for the offertory also.
Not so successful with former confirmands coming to assist teachers or
help during services.
Our attendance has dropped considerably. We have to address this with
the help of the congregation.
Thank you to our Sunday school teachers for their excellent service and to
Mr. Crosby for his contribution.
Grateful to Tara Booth for her willingness to be our superintendent for
2015/2016.

DISCIPLESHIP ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Continued to support all regular and special services.
Held regular meetings with Pastor and committee members to determine the
best way to serve Good Shepherd Congregation.
Continued to help members of the congregation in time of need. Continued to
update attendance lists as needed. Provided long term visitation and devotionals as needed.
Continued the support of our Altar Guild, Ushers and Choir.
Updated and published address/phone/e-mail list of the members and friends of
the congregation.
Visited members of the congregation who were/are in the hospital.
Called members of the congregation who live alone and helped wherever
possible.
Provided senior support wherever possible.
Updated Shepherd’s Staff database. This is an ongoing project.
Continued becoming a purposefully friendly church.
DISCIPLESHIP GOALS
Continue to perform all of the Discipleship functions and prepare for the arrival of
Pastor Justin Smith.

MISSIONS
Organized and ran the Oktoberfest. Attendance was increased.
Organized and ran the Chili Cook Off. Proceeds went to our account.
Collected items for the care packages for college students and mailed them to
them.

PROPERTY COMMISSION
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Usual grounds maintenance spring and
fall cleanup.
Repaired water softener, ran electrical so
it could be plugged directly into an
outlet.

GOALS 2015/2016
Finish parsonage front lawn and driveway
repair.
Clean and paint the parsonage interior for
the new Pastor.
Paint the Pastor’s office.

Started parsonage front lawn project by
installing most of the fill needed.

Install hand rails along the walls leading
away from the altar.

Filled cracks in the church parking lot.

Repair/replace the sound system in the
sanctuary.

Re-worked holes made by birds in the
church siding and patched holes in sanctuary to further keep birds out.
Tractor maintenance.
Spread topsoil and reseeded sidewalk
leading to the fellowship hall.
Repaired various hymnal holders in the
sanctuary.
Contracted snow plowing and renewed
the oil contract.

Retile the ceiling in the downstairs stairwell and paint the grid.
Develop a plan to organize church usage
by non-members.
Review church usage policy and revise as
necessary.
Repair hymnal holders (on going).
Renew the oil contract.

Repaired large ruts in parsonage driveway.

Contract snow plowing (Mike Sturgis, Ace
Property Mgmt., 203-746-9253. He has
also done leaf removal in the past).

Weeded flower beds.

Trim bushes and weed as needed.

Controlled rodent activity.

Spring and fall cleanup.
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Serving Page for JUNE
T. Renz
E. Davis

6/7
D. Kish
C. Kish

6/21
L. Hamilton
C. Hamilton

E. Davis
E. Davis

C. Dice
B. Dice

E. Davis

F. Bpk

B. Tompkins

A. Golino

J. Kloos

C. Woodside

J. Bok

P. Tompkins

C. Woodside

Tellers:

C. Dice
J. Bok

T. Renz
R. Renz

G. Wismar
P. Wismar

T. Booth
P. Durr

B. Dice
S. Kloos

Lay Reader:

B. Woodside

Youth

L. Smith

R. Renz

N. Falsetti

Greeters:

D. Breeger
B. Breeger

C. Hamilton

S. Haber

B. Bodnar
E. Bodnar

S. Kloos

Comm. Asst.:

T. Renz

L. Smith

R. Smith

L. Hamilton

T. Renz

Altar Guild:

J. McGowan

P. Tompkins

E. Leili

H. Abrantes

L. Smith

H. Scully

L. Thomson

L. White

L. Seder

B. Breeger

Acolyte:

C. Follen

K. Wismar

R. Rojas

A. Renz

S. Zustovich

Crucifer:

S. Zustovich

A. Golino

E. Bodnar

C. Follen

R. Rojas

Ushers:

6/14

6/28

7/5

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Ed & Judy Davis-June 3
James & Nanette Falsetti-June 10
Alex & Liz Thomson-June 15
Russell & Sandra Lowry-June 23
Duane & Chris Kish - June 27

Kevin Kloos

June 3

Deanna Kilgallon

June 9

Craig Hamilton

June 10

Tyler Berendsohn

June 13

Timothy Lehmacher

June 18

Jennifer Soto

June 18

Jessica Blackman

June 20

Patricia Tompkins

June 20

Courtney Smith

June 24

David Haber

June 24

Trudy Tuffy

June 25

Caitlin McGuinness

June 28

Travis Meisenholder

June 29
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JUNE 10 -Pastor Wismar’s last Sunday and departure service
with Pastor Yeadon’s blessing

