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NOVEMBER 2015

Friends and members of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd,
November strikes me as a contemplative month; though it is only one chance
for slowing down and thinking we have in the church year. There are seasons
of the church year that offer us space for contemplation and introspection, for
example, Lent. Autumn, however, takes our vision and gives us a full-color
glimpse of the seasonal change as the earth prepares to rest. This season of
beautiful color and bountiful harvest opens us up to thankfulness. You may
be thankful for the shining sun and trees clothed with red, yellow, and orange and you may be thankful for you family, for life, for the sustaining work
of God in creation. As we near Thanksgiving Day, we have many chances to
be thankful for the blessings God has given us in and through his creation
and we have chances, whether here at the Lutheran Church of the Good
Shepherd or at home, to give God thanks for the work Jesus Christ our Lord
has done and continues to do in restoring us and all creation to our Heavenly
Father.
Thankfulness and rest have a way of going hand-in-hand. Think about it for
a moment. We give thanks at a meal before we eat but after we have already
completed the work, or had someone else work. The work is done and now we
sit, rest, and eat. Hopefully all of you will get a chance to feel some rest and
relaxation over the Thanksgiving Day weekend or even before. Not only do
we rest because we need it—and I know some of you need rest—but we also
rest to give us time to reflect. The writer of the psalms helps us to see what
such a restful reflection would look like. Consider the words of Psalm 104:
“Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, you are very great!” With these
words the psalmist begins a long reflection on creation, the works of God in
his creation, and the blessings that God’s creatures receive because he cares
for what he has made.
Thanksgiving is not a religious holiday, but it does fit within our Christian
living to give thanks. We give thanks to those who love and support us. We
give thanks when we receive good things. And we give thanks to God for giving us life, our bodies, eyes, ears, all that we have, and that he continues to
take care of us. We will gather as the body of Christ on Thanksgiving Eve at
7:30pm to set aside some time to reflect and give thanks. Whether you are
able to make it or not, I have written a devotion for Thanksgiving Day that
you may wish to use as a family. It is at the back of this month’s Newsletter.
Hopefully it will help guide your thoughts toward thankfulness for all the
blessings God has shown to us.
In Christ,
Pastor Justin
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STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN - 2016
This year’s Stewardship campaign “Catch the Joy” culminates on Sunday, November 1st
(All Saint’s Day). Please bring your pledge cards and Time & Talent sheets to church.

Please take a moment to reflect on all of your talents and complete the Stewardship of Time
and Talent sheet. If there is one talent you have to share, please let us know. Each and every
talent is important to God and our church. (Extra Time and Talent sheets are on the back table in the Sanctuary.)
This year, we do not have any reserve funds from the Forcina Fund to fall back on, for our
ongoing costs and unexpected major expenses.

One of the ways you can help Good Shepherd, is to sign up for the monthly giving from
your checking account. The more who sign up for this service, it will help bring down the
cost of this service. I encourage each of you to consider this direct way of giving. It is important that we have the monthly funds needed to pay our ongoing costs. The automatic deduction will help Good Shepherd meet our monthly obligations on a timely basis. Also,
there is the advantage of no more check writing or figuring out how much to put in each
week. Every month on the 15th, the amount specified by you will be sent to Good Shepherd
from your checking account. (copies of the direct deposit form are on the back table in the
Sanctuary. Just include a voided check with the direct deposit form.)
1 Corinthians 1:4 “I give thanks to my God always for you, because of the grace of God
that was given you in Christ Jesus.” We certainly have much to be thankful for at Good
Shepherd, when we look at the gifts of grace all around us. When God gives to us, thankfulness wells up inside of us. How could it not? Stewardship is about all the things we can do
to help Good Shepherd, our congregation and others in the community.
In closing, I would ask each of you to reflect what Good Shepherd means to you and your
family when you make your pledge. If anyone has not received a “Catch the Joy” packet, or
if you have any questions, please let me know. Also, if you have any suggestions how to increase our stewardship in the community, we welcome your ideas.
Thank you again for supporting Good Shepherd and your contribution.
God Bless you!
Loraine Seder
Stewardship Chairperson
SederL@snet.net
203-791-0714
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MISSIONS
The Oktoberfest was enjoyed by all who attended. Thanks to Elinor Leili and Lore
White making twenty pounds of potato salad each, to Heather Palkewick and Carol
Woodside making red cabbage, to Lore White making sauerkraut, to Danbury Auto
and Spring (Karin Leili and Ed Leili) donating all the wurst and hot dogs, to Elinor
Leili, Carol Woodside, Juanita Bok and Liz Thomson making the kuchen, and to members giving rolls and drinks, there were no expenses. The proceeds of $662.16 went
into the church’s funds.

PROPERTY
Ed Davis and Chip Dice stained the deck on the parsonage. We thank them very
much. We are getting quotes for the fall leaf clean up, snow plowing and for renewal
of the church insurance policy.

NOMINATIONS
Linton Hamilton, vice president, reported the slate of officers for elections which will
be held at the congregation meeting on November 15. Elections were held off from the
spring until the fall meeting due to the change of pastor to allow for continuity.
President - Don Breeger
Treasurer - Eric Schonenberg
Recording - Liz Thomson
Secretary
Discipleship - Carol Woodside ( will serve for one year)
Education - Nancy Crosby
Fellowship - Elinor Leili
Elinor Leili is moving from Missions to Fellowship so we need someone to be mission
commissioner until the spring election.
Linton will be looking for volunteers for the spring elections so be ready to say yes.
The positions will be for vice president, financial secretary, missions, stewardship,
property and media.
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PLEASE NOTE
DATES TO REMEMBER
6 & 7 – LWML Retreat - Enfield,Ct. –
Donna Pyle, speaker
7 - Holiday Fair - Christ the King Lutheran – Newtown Ct.
10 - Board Meeting – review budget
15 - Congregation meeting after worship
22 - Baptism of Jude Henry Smith
25- 7:30 pm—Thanksgiving Service

There is a master calendar hanging in the
office on the bulletin board by the printer.
When approved events and activities are
planned post them on the date on this
calendar. This avoids duplication and lets
the newsletter writers know what to put
on their calendar.

Please list all the first names and the last
name on the communion cards of those
who received the sacrament. Just writing
“Jones family” does not indicate who or
how many.

THANK YOU
To Loraine and Ed Seder for donating a Please check the dates on the food items
new sound system to our church. Ed is you bring to the Food Pantry bin. We received some very outdated things recentinstalling the system also.
ly, 2006 and 2010. They will not be acTo Lore White for two new flags on the cepted if they are a few days beyond the
flag pole – an American and an In God best by date and definitely not a few
years old. The next delivery will be to the
We Trust.
Women’s Center so be generous.
To Barbara Szaley for the table in the
pastor’s office.
LWML GATHERING OCTOBER 17

Pastor Wismar
speaker on military
chaplancy

Pastor Smith
opening devotions

Patty Tompkins would like to share that
you can listen to classroom studies and
music from Concordia Seminary. Access I
Tunes, to the Tune Space app via Concordia Seminary.

Purple pockets are in use again and were
handed out last month. If you did not get
one and would like to participate let Barbara Szaley know and we will get one to
you. Put in one cent in October, double
the amount each month and you have
$49.95 in the pocket next October. All
money goes to the mites offering for
LWML.

VOLUME 43 ISSUE 11

THE SHEPHERD’S CALL

PAGE 5

Our new parsonage family has grown!!
Jude Henry Smith was born on October 21
He was born at 10:01 pm weighing 9 pounds, 2 ounces.
Jessica, Justin and Henry
Jude are all doing well.
God has blessed this family and this congregation.
He will be baptized by Dad on November 22.

6:30 pm Knitting

10:30 am Divine Service
with communion
Congregation Meeting
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7:30pm Thanksgiving
Eve Service

7:00 pm Discipleship

8:00pm—AA
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7:30 pm—Choir
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117:30 pm - Choir
8:00pm—AA

8:00 pm—AA

4
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RETREAT
Enfield, Ct.
Holiday Fair
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29-9:00am-Sunday School
9:15am-Adult Bible Class
10:30am Divine Service
with Communion

23
22-9:ooam-Sunday School
9:15am-Adult Bible Class
10:30am Divine Service
with Communion
Baptism of Jude HenrySmith

16

15-9:00am-Sunday School
9:15am-Adult Bible Class

7:45 pm—
Board meeting

10:30 am Divine Service
with Communion

3

Tue

10

6:30 pm Knitting

2

Mon

8-9:00am-Sunday School
9:15am-Adult Bible Class

1-9:00am-Sunday School
9:15am-Adult Bible Service
10:30am Divine Service
with communion

Sun
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SERVING PAGE for NOVEMBER
D. Kish

11/1

11/8
L. Hmailton

11/15
E. Davis

C. Dice

11/29
T. Renz

C. Kish

C. Hamilton

E. Davis

B. Dice

E. Davis

F. Bok

B. Tompkins

A Golino

J. Kloos

E. Davis

J. Bok

P. Tompkins

C. Woodside

T. Renz

C. Dice

T. Booth

B. Dice

G. Wismar

R. Renz

J. Bok

P. Durr

S. Kloos

P. Wismar

Lay Reader:

N. Falsetti

B. Woodside

R. Renz

R. Smith

L. Smith

Greeters:

S. Haber

E. Bodnar

S. Kloos

D. Breeger

C. Hamilton

Ushers:

Tellers:

B. Bodnar

11/22

C. Woodside

B. Breeger

Comm. Asst.:

L. Smith

R. Smith

L. Hamilton

T. Renz

L. Smith

Altar Guild:

P. Tompkins

E. Leili

H. Abrantes

L. Smith

J. McGowan

L. Thomson

L. White

L. Seder

B. Breeger

H. Scully

BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES
Carolyn Woodside

11/18

Lena White

11/10 Robert Kissmann

11/18

Chip Dice

11/11 Diane Miller

11/25

Laurie Durr

11/12

Lisa Zustovich

11/13

Edward Seder

11/16

Luke Wismar

11/17

Katie Kissmann

11/17

Remember to
Set your clock
BACK on Saturday
October 31.
Standard time
on November 1

THANKSGIVING DAY
A Reflection on the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed

Creed & Small Catechism (Read Together)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
What is this?
I believe that God has created me together with all that exists. God has given me and still
preserves my body and soul: eyes, ears, and all limbs and senses; reason and all mental faculties.
In addition, God daily and abundantly provides shoes and clothing, food and drink, house and
farm, spouse and children, fields, livestock, and all property—along with all the necessities and
nourishment for this body and life. God protects me against all danger and shields and preserves
me in the face of all evil. And all this is done out of pure, fatherly, and divine goodness and mercy,
without any merit or worthiness of mine at all! For all of this I owe it to God to thank and praise,
serve and obey him. This is most certainly true.

Reflection (One person reads out loud)
God the Father created the heavens and the earth and all that is in them. Christians believe that
the confession of God as Father means he is still involved in the creation he loves. He has not
abandoned us, but instead takes great joy in the continued care of creation. He is like a loving
father, a loving father who continues to care for and love his children. Our almighty Father who
created us also continues to care for his creation.

Activity
(Read Psalm 104 together as a family)
According to the psalmist, what are some of the ways God is active in caring for his creation?
For what are you thankful? Share with one another your thoughts. What are your favorite parts
about this season? How does the present season show God’s continual care for his creation (you
may wish to think of how the seasons change)?
(Discuss as a family and share your thoughts with one another.)

Prayer
O’ God, in your Son Jesus Christ you richly bless us with what we need, bread from the earth
and the bread of heaven, which gives life to the world. Grant us one thing more: grateful hearts
to sing your praise, in this world and when Christ returns. Amen.

