WHY PITTSBURGH
FOR ROBOTICS
Dubbed “Roboburgh” by The Wall Street Journal, the Pittsburgh region is
a powerhouse for robotics innovation and engineering, a center for artificial
intelligence and a fertile ground for growing ideas from concept to commercialization.
Whether your company is exploring robotics or AI for the first time, integrating it into
your products and services or is an industry veteran, Pittsburgh should be on your
short list as a destination to enhance your capabilities.

Talent
The Pittsburgh region’s 35 colleges and universities – including Carnegie Mellon University (CMU) and the
University of Pittsburgh – are cultivating world-class talent in robotics, AI, IT, computer science
and engineering. Each year, the region is providing a pipeline of graduates in fields essential to robotics.
(Data reflects degrees conferred annually.)
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“I think what’s great about Pittsburgh frankly is the talent base,

ranking it among the four or five best cities in the world with the
capabilities in robotics and artificial intelligence. [Uber] now
has San Francisco-based employees who are opting to move
to Pittsburgh.

”

– David Richter, VP, Strategic Initiatives, Uber
(Pittsburgh Business Times, January 31, 2017)
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50+ robotics companies
$95M VC investments in robotics
(past 5 years)
Robotics Row

Within a three-mile stretch near downtown
Pittsburgh, robotics firms and organizations
are setting up shop to work on robotics and
autonomous vehicle technologies. This activity
is fueled by its proximity to downtown and the
universities, affordable space and quality of
life amenities.

Pittsburgh’s Robotics Excellence
Delivers Success
Robotics and AI solutions developed and commercialized in Pittsburgh are helping companies
across industries prosper.

Autonomous Vehicles

Defense & Security

Warehouse & Distribution

Uber, Ford and Delphi invested
sizably in driverless vehicle
research in Pittsburgh because of
its wealth of talent and expertise

RE2 develops autonomous
solutions for defense organizations, such as the U.S. Air Force
(robotic pilots), U.S. Department
of Defense (robotic bomb diffusers) and Navy (underwater
robotic arms)

Seegrid “teaches machines how
to see” with autonomous 3D vision
navigation. Manufacturing and
retail clients globally deploy its
vision-guided industrial vehicles,
such as forklifts, in warehouses

Consumer Products

Aerospace

4moms implements robotics into
its high-end baby gear, including a
self-folding stroller and infant seats
and swings

Astrobotic Technology uses
robotic technology to fly hardware
systems and lunar payloads into
space for companies, governments
and universities

Support service companies for
driverless vehicles, like Aurora
Technologies and Edge Case
Research, are thriving, too

Healthcare
Aiding minimally invasive surgery,
the FDA-approved Flex® Robotic
System from Medrobotics helps
access difficult anatomical
locations
Aethon’s TUG robot is used in hospitals globally to deliver medicine
and materials to personnel

Additional Robotics Companies Growing Here
American Robot Corporation, Applied Perception Inc., AssistWare Technology, BirdBrain Technologies,
Bossa Nova Robotics Inc., Carnegie Robotics, HEBI Robotics, Near Earth Autonomy Inc., Omnicell, LLC,
Real Earth, RedZone Robotics Inc., Science Applications International Corporation, Smith & Nephew

Research, Development & Partnerships
R&D and collaborative partnerships support pioneering robotics solutions across an array of industries,
including agriculture, defense, healthcare, manufacturing, mining, transportation and warehousing.
A nationally recognized, publicprivate partnership that actively
develops, demonstrates and
facilitates early adoption of robotic
solutions in an effort to grow the
national manufacturing ecosystem

An organization dedicated to the
growth and promotion of Pittsburgh’s
robotics companies and research
institutions

A preeminent tech transfer organization
that tests and develops robotic systems and
vehicles from concept to commercialization
for industrial and government clients

This center creates tools that work
alongside – and in the hands of – healthcare providers to deliver cutting-edge
therapies and diagnostics

How the PRA Can Help You
The Pittsburgh Regional Alliance (PRA)
offers complimentary, confidential, project
management services; a vast professional
network; and PittsburghProspector.com –
our property database – to companies
considering investing or growing in the region.
Our services include:
• Site selection assistance
• Market research & analysis
• International business support
• Funding and incentives solutions
• Workforce attraction and
retention resources
• Peer-to-peer executive meetings
The PRA is here to help you reduce red tape,
eliminate wrong turns and close the deal.
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