Stephen Sigmund
Paul's youngest son
Princeton was so meaningful to him because he was a teacher throughout his life more than
anything else, and this was a warm and welcoming community to him ...He was so grateful that he
could teach to and learn from so many generations of Princeton students. After my mother died,
he had a supportive intellectual community to help him.
He was somebody who really wanted to talk to you about interesting things, talk to you about
your life and share the learning experience. People walked away from a conversation with him
knowing more and feeling better than they did walking into the conversation.
He had students and professors living with him on the third floor of our house for 20 years after
our mother died because he wanted people to have dinner with and have intellectual
conversations with ...You never walked away from a conversation with him feeling like you were
belittled or put down, but rather like you were listened to and heard.

Matthew S. Erie
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Princeton Institute for International and Regional Studies
& 3rd Floor Tenant
Conversations with Paul
In our first phone conversation, Paul admitted, ''I'm concerned
I told him, "Don't worry. I am no spring chicken."
He agreed to give me a chance.

about the age gap."

I moved into Paul's third floor in September of 2013.
Paul greeted me. He wore a crisp white shirt, a grey sweater, and a tweed jacket.
A Princeton professor.
Every morning I would say, "Good morning, Paull"
He would be boiling his egg and fixing his toast with Cherry Bonne Maman jam, "Good morning!"
he would return.
We ate our breakfast and turned to the day's business: writing, reading, and rewriting.
At night, I would return to the house. We would fix our dinner.
Nicholas de Cusa, John Locke, and Thomas Aquinas - these were not historical figures.
They joined us at the kitchen table, only an arm's length from Paul.
From Germany to France to Chile to China, he traveled.
The apartment he rented out in Paris, getting his French consonants
Interviewing Marxist guerillas.
"Pass the creamed spinach, please."

right.

His laugh came effortless. He asked about my progress on The Book.
Few understand the love of learning. Those who do, understand each other.
He was not a fan of broccoli. Or asparagus.

He often spoke of Barbara, of her sense of humor.
Memories of the boys growing up. Barbara had written a poem:
"...and their laughter never touched the floor ..."
That trip to Mexico in a car with his family, the boys so little.
A torrential downpour and the rental flooding from below.
Finally, a hotel in the distance. "Saved!"
"Paul, would you like some vanilla ice cream?"
"Would I?" he would say.
We discovered the movie theater was less crowded on Sundays.
We went to Twelve Year's a Slave together.
We both cried.
Well, I did. Paul was better at hiding it.
Back at the kitchen table.
A last conversation.
"I love my family," he tells me, "I love my boys."

Susanna Wenniger
Paul's niece
My memory: Uncle Paul was not only a great intellect he was also a great person to vacation with.
I remember meeting up with him in Tortola with other members of our family, and Paul had
brought an ample supply of booze hidden in giant soda bottles to sip on the beach. He had his
vacation mode down: day after day he would pass out for hours on the beach in the blazing sun,
and then miraculously revive for an evening of passionate discourse, providing thought
provoking conversation for the rest of us on topics ranging from our family history, to the history
of Christian theology. Some how the conversation never got old, and unlike the rest of us Paul
never tired.

Charlie Gibson
former anchor of ABC News
What a nice man and fine teacher. I always thought Barbara had married well. I remember sitting
with Paul on election night 1964. It was good training for anchoring elections years later. At the
time I thought his knowledge to be encyclopedic. Princeton was very fortunate to have him.

Ignacio Walker
Senator of the Republic of Chile and President of the Christian Democratic Party
I arrived in Princeton in 1982. I was 26 years old. I experienced a dramatic shift in my life -along
with my wife, Cecilia, a singer, and our daughter, Elisa- moving from the struggle in favor of
human rights under the Pinochet dictatorship (I was a lawyer at the Vicariate of Solidarity
belonging to the Catholic Church) to reading Plato and Aristotle in the gardens and the beautiful
landscape of Princeton University, with financial support from the Fulbright Commission and the
Ford Foundation. It was like moving from hell to paradise.
There was Professor Paul Sigmund -a life-long friend of Chile and Latin America- to give us a

warm welcome. He received us with a mattress and a bicycle in one of the Butler apartments. We
became friends for life. We shared something else in common: Catholicism, Christian Democracy
(currently I am the President of the party in Chile) and an Aristotelic- Thomist and Neo-tho mist
philosophical understanding.
I took his course on Ancient and Medieval Political Theory.
Later on I became a Teaching Assistant in his course on Latin American Politics -a couple of
months ago I published my book on Democracy in Latin America (Notre Dame Press, 2013),
containing my thoughts on the subject which began in those days in numerous conversations
with Professor Paul Sigmund and my good friends from the university and PLAS (Program in
Latin American Studies -I have just been re-appointed as a member of the board).
Paul Sigmund was a wonderful and enthusiastic professor - he loved to teach and to talk with
students-, a good friend and a committed citizen -along with Barbara Sigmund, whom we had the
privilege to meet in those years (may they both rest in peace and in heaven, in the aftermath of
Holy Week)."
Paul was such a good friend and a "maestro" (more than a professor) to so many generations. It
is hard even to imagine Princeton without him. It will never be the same. Cecilia and I have the
best of the memories related to both Paul and Barbara (we always keep Barbara in our memory,
she was absolutely great).

Elizabeth Pearce
Paul's niece
When I was studying at Princeton, I had the honor of getting to know my Uncle Paul not only as a
member of our family, but also as a professor and scholar of Latin America. Whether teaching a
lecture to hundreds or talking one-on-one with family in his kitchen, he was the same man caring and genuine, eager to share his passion for learning and deep knowledge of the world
around him.

Claire Brown
Former director of PiLA
I consider myself very fortunate to have spent 7 years working closely with Paul at PiLA. If I may
say, I adored Paul and always enjoyed our times together. During my tenure, we often had lunch
together at the WWS cafe and enjoyed conversations ranging from PiLA, his current work, my
small children, his grandchildren and more. Perhaps the best time we spent was back in, I think,
2008, when we drove to DC together for a PiLA event and stayed with Cokie Roberts and later
lunched with his quite elderly but still going strong mother-in-law.
I learned so much about Paul,
his years in Germany, his grad student years, and the early stages of Latin American Studies at
Princeton. Wherever I went for PiLA work, former students reminisced fondly about their study
under Paul. On top of all his academic accomplishments, he was a kind and good man, and his
work with various charities, especially in Haiti, demonstrated how deeply and admirably he lived
a Catholic's life. I know that he struggled with his health and his sons but he always had an upbeat
attitude and was unflagging in his energy. I admired him greatly and will miss him deeply.

John DeGioia
President

of Georgetown

University

I am so sorry to learn of your loss. Please know that you and your family are in my thoughts and
prayers during this difficult time ... Paul Obert, one of Paul's classmates and fellow members of
The Hoya, our student newspaper, was quick to recount [Paul's] status as first in their class ....You
have my deepest sympathy.

Christina Frank Caspersen
Board Member of PiLA
Paul Sigmund had a huge impact on my life as a student and after I graduated from Princeton. I
am tremendously grateful to him. He was an incredible man - and a huge mentor of mine! He was
the one that convinced me to join the board of PiLA.... I most likely would not have taken the path
that I took if it weren't for Paul.
I know that there are literally hundreds of other students of his from Princeton who would say
the exact same thing. He was an incredible man and leaves behind a giant legacy.

Daniel Pastor
Co-Founder of PiLA
Paul was my teacher and my friend. Beginning in the spring of my freshman year when I took his
class on Conservative Political Thought, he nurtured my interest in political theory and showed
me why ideas matter to political outcomes. Paul was a liberal politically and philosophically, but
he was also a committed Catholic. I loved watching him debate conservative Christians, and
through my friendship and my studies with him, I developed an understanding and respect for
the role of religion in public life and for religious people.
Paul epitomized the best qualities of Princeton's faculty. A leading scholar in several fields, he
was also a devoted academic supervisor and mentor. He was deeply committed to the world of
ideas, and he instilled his passion for the life of the mind in his students. I had the privilege to
write a junior paper about John Rawls's theory of Public Reason with him and have maintained a
lifelong interest in the subject.
Paul's door was always open after class to discuss a reading or to answer a challenging question
from an overly eager student. He never hesitated to make himself available to speak at student
events or panels. He relished debating those with whom he disagreed, and he was a spirited but
good-natured debater.
Paul also shared his love of Latin America with me and inspired my interest in a country close to
his heart: Chile. His suggestion that I study abroad in Chile proved to be one of the highlights of
my Princeton education. Like Paul, I developed a profound love for the Chilean people, and
thanks to his connections, I was able to meet with former presidents, acting cabinet ministers,
sitting congressmen, and serving judges while pursuing my research on the history of Chile's
Pinochet-era Constitution.
More than anything, Paul cared about community and service to others. His principal service was
to Princeton and its academic community, but when my roommate and I asked for his help to

launch Princeton Latin America (PiLA )-a non-profit that would send Princeton students for a
year of postgraduate service work in Latin America-he
enthusiastically enlisted in the cause.
Paul would serve as President of PiLA's Board for many years as we built up the fledgling
organization. Along with his role in establishing the Program for Latin American Studies at
Princeton and his many hooks and articles on Latin America, PiLA remains a continuing part of
Paul's legacy of inspiring a love of Latin America and its people in generations of Princeton
students.

Paul Frymer & Leslie Gerwin
Acting Director and Associate Director of the Program in Law and Public Affairs
The death of Paul Sigmund yesterday means that Princeton has lost a great scholar, favorite
teacher, and generous colleague. So too has the Program in Law and Public Affairs lost one of its
most active Faculty Associates.
Paul was a LAPA 'regular" in the very best sense. For years, he attended and actively contributed
to the bi-weekly LAPA seminars, the centerpiece of LAPA's program. Moreover, he had a reserved
seat at almost all of LAPA's public events. He willingly agreed to be a guest each year at a LAPA
Fellows' lunch, sharing his incredible knowledge of and personal experiences in Latin America.
Paul welcomed inquiries from Fellows who sought his wisdom on so many subjects. He was
beloved by generations of students who looked for questions that would afford them the
opportunity to meet with him. Paul's interests were rich and deep, and even included sharing
with us his concerns about the New Orleans Saints football team, no doubt and interest inherited
from his late-wife's family.
LAPA will greatly miss Paul's presence and many contributions.

Dobromir Parushev
Princeton in Latin America Fellow & 3rd Floor Tenant
Paul was one of those men who one assumed would be around forever - so full of life and
seemingly impenetrable to the hardships that fate delivered. Paul's passing leaves a void in my
heart and in the hearts of the many he touched through his kindness, passion, and understated
brilliance. For my part, I feel blessed for being able to call him a friend and for his inspiration to
live a full, dignified life.

George Kateb
Princeton professor of politics
I've never known anyone to be so engaged in so many activities, scholarly and not scholarly, and
to keep so calm throughout his life
Natasha Sigmund

Paul's niece
It was an honor to sit down and talk to him because you were in the presence of greatness
kindness at the same time.

and

Christian Gomez
Former Executive Director of PiLA & 3rd Floor Tenant
Professor Paul Sigmund was my first professor the first semester of freshman year in 1999. I took
his class entitled "Latin American Politics," having very little background in the subject. While my
final grade did not reflect this, it was the seminal moment in my academic career, which would
lead to study abroad in Chile and a Princeton in Latin America (PiLA) fellowship in 2003.
Professor Sigmund soon became Paul, and we kept in touch during my undergraduate
days. I
would often see him in the Stephens gym where he would religiously train well into his 80s.
My relationship with Paul deepened when I returned from the PiLA fellowship in 2004 and
became Executive Director of the program. Unprompted, Paul offered that I stay in his house
while I was in Princeton. I ended up staying the entire year, and grew close to the Sigmunds,
especially Paul's son David. As President of PiLA, Paul oversaw the Board of Directors and was a
guiding influence during those two years. The nascent program grew under his leadership, and
when times were tough in terms of funding, he helped steer us in the right direction.
After I left PiLA to work at the Inter-American Dialogue, Paul and I stayed in touch and he was
generous to invite me and friends to stay in his house during Reunions or other visits to campus.
He was very giving to others, especially his many students, and always saw the positive side of
things. He enjoyed travel and good food and company, always inviting others to dine with him. He
was brilliant but never put anyone down who did not know as much as he did. Most of all he was
a great husband, father and grandfather, and he will be missed by many.

John Pearce
Paul's nephew
As a teenager it was incredible to hear Uncle Paul's stories from throughout his career. Whether it
was his boundless knowledge of Latin America, or his first-person account of the 1968 National
Convention, he made family gatherings a fascinating and educational experience.

Ruben Gallo
Professor of Spanish and Portuguese languages and cultures and the director of program in
Latin American studies
He was an old-fashioned gentleman scholar. He was someone who would come to lectures and
have very intelligent questions .... He was able to go in and make a perfectly composed comment
or question. He would try to raise the intellectual level of the discussion. It wasn't the question of
being for or against - it was trying to think of political ideas.
I was always impressed by the elegance and lucidity of his comments: whether he was
responding to Mario Vargas Llosa or talking to a student, his careful, insightful ideas embodied
the ideals of Princeton's motto - 'In the Nation's Service and in the Service of All Nations.'

Peter T. Johnson
Vice President of PiLA
I've been thinking of Paul and my relationship
wisdom and fairness as well as tenacity.

since reading of his death. We will all miss his
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Paul was on the search committee for hiring me in 1978 and we remained friends every since. if i
were to characterize him, and this is based on joint service on many committees, sitting through
debate on grants for students and research projects, Pil.A's formation, dealing with the university
administration, and local politics, especially when Barbara was alive, I'd say that he harbored no
hidden agendas. Paul always was willing to listen and reflected upon what was being said; he
could be convinced to change his mind if the evidence or argument proved to hold merit. He tried
to be fair to all and did not cultivate combative situations [unlike some in academia]. I never saw
him distinguish in treatment of someone tenured vs. non-tenured, or undergrad vs. grad student.
One could count on him when he promised to read files or introduce a speaker or comment on a
paper. Over the years it was this steady hand and mind that carried research forward and kept
Latin American studies visible to the campus. He worked hard on his scholarship, enjoyed
interviews and had a good memory for details derived from such contacts.

John Sigmund Jr.
Paul's nephew

Uncle Paul was the family patriarch, theologian, and intellectual. But there was another side to
uncle Paul that as his nephew I was privileged to know. For me, uncle Paul will be remembered
for his humility, his hospitality, and his heart.
His humility
A man of Uncle Paul's stature would have every right to be the stereotype of the pretentious, aloof
academic. But we all know that he was the most humble, genuine, and down to earth person out
there. Uncle Paul was an incredible teacher and he was also an incredible listener. He was truly
present and engaged in your conversation. He never spoke over you or belittled you. Like the best
teachers, he cultivated your own sense of curiosity and was receptive to any question or topic.
Part of this humility was probably the product of coming from a large family. As one of six
children, you learn to find your voice, but you also know that the world doesn't revolve around
you. I'm sure a large part of his humility came from his devout Catholic faith and his encyclopedic
knowledge of history. He knew his time on this earth was finite and that is precisely why he made
the most of it.
His hospitality
I'll always have great memories of our Thanksgiving dinners, when Uncle Paul provided the
house, the drinks, the moment of prayer (that usually lasted much longer than a moment), and
the illuminating conversation, while my mother and aunts prepared delicious food. Let's be
honest, Uncle Paul wasn't known for his culinary abilities, but he was saved by his graciousness
and warmth. I'm amazed by the number of colleagues and students who contributed to this book
of remembrances and spoke of their fond memories and gratitude for a time staying with uncle
Paul, whether for a meal, a few days, or many months. They delighted in the dinner, drinks, and
most importantly the warm and lively intellectual conversation. The open door policy at my
uncle's house is another product of his upbringing and the legacy of our grandmother, who was
known for her openhearted hospitality.
His heart
This past summer, I was fortunate to be the recipient of my uncle's hospitality. I was in a period
of transition and having sublet my apartment in Brooklyn, I needed a temporary place to stay. My

parent's first suggestion was uncle Paul and he gladly accepted me into his home without
hesitation. It was during a dinner conversation on the back porch on a warm July night that uncle
Paul really revealed his heart to me. After our usual dinner banter, I shared with him that I was
having relationship troubles. After years of asking uncle Paul my best attempt at erudite
questions about politics, history, and religion, I asked him a much simpler question that was
perhaps more difficult to answer, "when do you know it's true love?" I instantly wanted to take it
back, thinking to myself 'why am I asking Uncle Paul of all people this question?!.' But in that
moment, it was amazing to hear a man who is known for the capacity of his mind reveal depth of
his heart. He told me that Barbara was and still remains the love of his life. I pushed him asking
"but how do you know when it's really love?" Paul paused and then replied that there's truth to
the adage that distance makes the heart grow fonder. He knew the very moment he was in truly
in love with Barbara was when she left for a weekend and he missed her for every moment. He
couldn't wait to see her radiant smile again. After all of these years enduring the cruelest form of
distance, I believe that Paul and Barbara are together again.

~

In our cynical world people use the phrase "a gentleman and a scholar" facetiously. Uncle Paul
truly was a gentleman and a scholar and Princeton University will never be same without him. He
also was the embodiment of faith, compassion, and love and the Sigmund family will never be the
same in his absence.
.
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