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SYNOPSIS
LOOK AND SEE is a cinematic portrait of the changing landscapes and shifting values
of rural America in the era of industrial agriculture, as seen through the mind’s eye of
writer, farmer, and activist, Wendell Berry.
The first documentary about Berry, undoubtedly one of America’s most significant living
writers (see “About Wendell Berry” below), LOOK AND SEE was filmed in and around
the rolling hills of Henry County, Kentucky – where Berry has lived and farmed since the
mid-1960’s. Filmmaker Laura Dunn skillfully weaves Berry’s poetic and prescient words
with gorgeous cinematography and the testimonies of his family and neighbors, all of
whom are being deeply affected by the industrial and economic changes to their
agrarian way of life.
Often called “a prophet for rural America,” Berry has long been a voice for the
communities that are so often overlooked by the media. LOOK AND SEE subverts
biopic conventions and immerses audiences into Berry’s world, providing a space for
talking about the land and those who sustain it.
It’s a conversation that is more urgent now than ever, as we find ourselves in a deeply
divided nation where so many Americans are disconnected from the farmers who feed
them.
Robert Redford, Terrence Malick, and Nick Offerman served as producers on LOOK
AND SEE, which, following its award-winning March 2016 premiere at the SXSW Film
Festival, was retitled and updated to reflect the conversations that have emerged since
the election.
Dunn was awarded the IFC “Truer than Fiction” Independent Spirit Award for
her previous film, The Unforseen, which was also executive produced by Redford and
Malick. It premiered at the Sundance Film Festival, and was broadcast on the Sundance
Channel.

ABOUT THE SUBJECTS
WENDELL BERRY
In 1965, Wendell Berry walked away from the foreordained path for American writers.
After living in California, Europe and New York, Wendell decided he would return home
to Port Royal, Kentucky. He and his wife Tanya bought a small farmhouse and began a
life of farming, writing and teaching. This lifelong relationship with both the land and
community would come to form the core of his prolific writings. A half century later
Henry County, like many rural communities across America, has become a place of
quiet ideological struggle. In the span of a generation, the agrarian virtues of simplicity,
land stewardship, sustainable farming, local economies and rootedness to place have
been replaced by a capital-intensive model of industrial agriculture characterized by
machine labor, chemical fertilizers, soil erosion and debt - all of which have frayed the
fabric of rural communities.
Writing from a long wooden desk beneath a forty-paned window, Berry has watched this
struggle unfold, becoming one its most passionate and eloquent voices in defense of
agrarian life.
As a creative, Berry is one of the most decorated and recognized authors of our time,
having won countless awards, including the National Humanities Medal, the Richard C.
Holbrooke Distinguished Achievement Award, the Roosevelt Institute's Freedom Medal
and the Cleanth Brooks Medal for Lifetime Achievement. He is also a Fellow of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences and in 2015 became the first living writer
named to the Kentucky Writers Hall of Fame.
Filmed across four seasons in the farming cycle, LOOK AND SEE blends observational
scenes of farming life, interviews with farmers and community members with evocative,
carefully framed shots of the surrounding landscape. Thus, in the spirit of Berry’s
agrarian philosophy, Henry County itself will emerge as a character in the film - a place
and a landscape that is deeply interdependent with the people that who inhabit it.
TANYA BERRY
Tanya Berry is Wendell Berry’s wife and has worked the land with him on their farm in
Port Royal, Kentucky for the past five decades.
MARY BERRY
The Berry Center Executive Director Mary Berry and her brother, Den Berry, were
raised by their parents, Wendell and Tanya Berry, at Lanes Landing Farm in Henry
County, Kentucky from the time she was six years old. She attended Henry County
public schools and graduated from the University of Kentucky in 1981. She farmed for a

living in Henry County starting out in dairy farming, growing Burley tobacco, and later
diversifying to organic vegetables, pastured poultry and grassfed beef.
Mary is married to Trimble County, Kentucky farmer, Steve Smith, who started the first
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) farming endeavor in the state of Kentucky. If
daughters Katie Johnson, Virginia Aguilar and Tanya Smith choose to stay in Henry
County, they will be the ninth generation of their family to live and farm there.
Mary currently serves on the Board of Directors of United Citizens Bank, in New Castle,
Kentucky, and is on the board of directors of the Schumacher Center for a New
Economics, in Great Barrington, Massachusetts. She speaks all over the country as a
proponent of agriculture of the middle, in defense of small farmers, and in the hope of
restoring a culture and an economy that has been lost in rural America. Recently she
has written a letter for inclusion in the book, “Letters to a Young Farmer: On Food,
Farming, and Our Future” (Princeton Agricultural Press, 2016), and the introduction for
a new edition of essays, “Our Sustainable Table”, Robert Clark, ed. (Counterpoint,
2017).
The Berry Center was started in 2011 to continue the agricultural work of John Berry,
Sr. and his sons Wendell Berry and John Berry, Jr. John Berry, Sr. was a staunch
advocate for small farmers and land conserving economies. His sons took up his work
and have continued it. The Berry Center has now taken it up, and is focused on issues
confronting small farming families in Kentucky and around the country. We are asking
and trying to answer two of the most essential questions of our time; “What will it take
for farmers to be able to afford to farm well?” and “How do we become a culture that will
support good land use?” These questions are nowhere in the public discourse and yet
the answers will go a long way in solving the most serious issues we now face. Our
focus may shift because of need, but it will not move from what we believe to be the
central issue of our time: the need for a healthy and sustainable agriculture in this
country.

ABOUT THE CREW
LAURA DUNN
Director / Producer / Editor
Laura Dunn started making documentaries in response to her undergraduate
experience at Yale University. Through a chronicle of labor strikes on campus, The
Subtext of a Yale Education examines the corporatization of higher education. She then
returned to her birthplace to make Green, a sobering look at environmental racism
along the Mississippi River petrochemical corridor, a.k.a. “Cancer Alley”. Other work
includes experimental films BABY, a personal take on population issues, and Become
the Sky, an ecological map of power in Texas. Her first feature documentary, The
Unforseen, executive produced by Robert Redford and Terrence Malick, premiered at
the Sundance Film Festival, was released theatrically and broadcast on the Sundance
Channel. Her new film, LOOK & SEE, also executive produced by Robert Redford and
Terrence Malick, and funded in part by the Sundance Documentary Film Fund, is a
cinematic portrait of writer and farmer Wendell Berry. Honors include a Rockefeller
Media Arts Fellowship, Student Academy Award, Yale’s Trumbull Fine Arts Prize,
International Documentary Association Pare Lorenz Grant and an Independent Spirit
Truer Than Fiction Award. She lives in Austin, Texas with her husband and six young
boys.
JEF SEWELL
Co-Director / Producer / Visual Designer
Jef Sewell acted as producer on Laura's first feature documentary The Unforeseen. In
addition to fundraising and extensive on-location work, Jef designed The Unforeseen’s
motion graphic sequences for which he was nominated for an Outstanding Achievement
in Graphics and Animation at the inaugural Cinema Eye awards. Jef is also
Founder/CEO of Austin-based Amplifier, a vertically-integrated merchandising logistics
firm that serves well-known Internet brands such as MailChimp, Rooster Teeth, Reddit,
Geek and Sundry, Slack, InVision and many others.
LEE DANIEL
Cinematographer
Lee Daniel has shot a number of ground-breaking feature films and documentaries and
previously teamed with Laura Dunn and Jef Sewell on The Unforeseen. His narrative
work includes Slacker, Dazed and Confused, Suburbia, Before Sunrise, Before
Sunset, Fast Food Nation and Boyhood. He has lensed many documentaries for
television and theatrical release, including I Remember Me,The Hunt for Pancho Villa,
Print the Legend: The History of the Western, Be Here to Love Me and You’re Gonna
Miss Me: The Roky Erickson Story.

JUSTIN HENNARD
Sound Designer
Before working in sound Justin started out as self-taught filmmaker and photographer.
He has also been a Production Assistant, DP and Picture Editor. His science fiction
feature Moonlight by the Sea won him two awards and his sound design for the film got
him a job working at Soundcrafter. Since then he has been a sound editor, sound
designer and field recordist on Richard Linklater's Before Sunset, A Scanner
Darkly and Bernie. He has also expanded into production mixing with work on the
documentary, The Horse Whisper, and many reality TV episodes for MTV. He has also
taught in the Radio, Television and Film Department at the University of Texas at
Austin.
WESLEY W. BATES
Wood Engraver
Primarily known for his Wood Engraving work, Canadian artist Wesley W. Bates has
illustrated for major publishers such as McClelland & Stewart, Penguin, Random House,
HarperCollins, Larkspur Press, Porcupine¹s Quill, Bird & Bull Press, Gaspereau Press,
and Running the Goat Press. He has illustrated books by such authors as W.O.
Mitchell, Wendell Berry, Ed McClanahan, Richard Taylor, Stuart McLean, Timothy
Findley, Russell Smith, Mary Dalton and Don McKay.
Bates’ work is represented in public collections including, The Art Gallery of Hamilton,
Laurentian University, Glenbow Art Gallery, Grimsby Public Gallery, University of
Kentucky, Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library and San Francisco Public Library - Special
Collections. His work is held in private collections in Canada, the United States,
England, Ireland, Australia, Spain, Japan and China.
GILL HOLLAND
Co-Producer
Gill Holland owns The Group Entertainment LLC, which includes a film production
company, talent management division, a music company and an art gallery. Holland has
produced more than 70 feature films including Hurricane Streets which was the first film
ever to win three Sundance Film Festival awards in 1997 as well as the Cannes Film
Festival selection Inside/Out, the Independent Spirit Awards winner Sweet Land and
nominee Dear Jesse (also nominated for an Emmy), the Gotham Awards nominee
Spring Forward and FLOW: For Love of Water which was short-listed for an Academy
Award.

NICK OFFERMAN
Co-Producer
Nick was taught to swing a hammer and countless other tools by his Dad, his
grandfathers and his Uncles Dan and Don of Roberts Brothers Farms. In theatre school
at the University of Illinois, he used these skills to begin working in the scene shop,
under the tutelage of Kenny Egan. This paid off handsomely when Nick began his
professional theatre career in Chicago, as he offset his meager acting income with
building scenery and props for large equity theaters. By the time he moved to Los
Angeles, he’d opened his own modest shop in a warehouse and begun collecting tools.
Once in LA, Nick couldn’t find as much scenery work, so he turned to building decks
and cabins with his longtime friend Martin McClendon, another Illinois alumnus.
Together, they fell under the spell of old-world furniture joinery, and, with Marty’s help,
Nick opened his shop soon after, where he continues to build furniture, small boats, and
anything else that tickles his fancy.
OWSLEY BROWN III
Co-Producer
Owsley Brown III was born and raised in Louisville, Kentucky. After graduating from the
University of Virginia in 1993 he began working in the wine business in Northern
California. In 2005 he founded Magnanimus Wine Group, a boutique wine production
company that produces award-winning wines made from sustainably-farmed vineyards.
Owsley is also a documentary filmmaker who has focused on contemporary orchestral
music. His first film, Night Waltz, a film about an American writer/composer, Paul
Bowles, won the Independent Spirit Award in 2000. His critically acclaimed second
film, Music Makes A City, chronicled the commissioning and recording project of the
Louisville Orchestra in the 1950’s. His current project, Ke Kontan, is a heartfelt profile of
the Holy Trinity Music School in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Owsley lives in San Francisco
with his wife Victoire and their three children.
ELAINE MUSSELMAN
Co-Producer
Elaine grew up on her grandparents’ farm in Kentucky, where she was encouraged to
live a creative life by her family and progressive schooling. After welding sculptures with
a jeweler’s torch in her studio in Louisville, she made her way to Brooklyn to study
architecture at Pratt Institute. Inspired by the words of Wendell Berry and others, Elaine
created Tangible Productions. Its focus is to foster art, film and architecture projects that
promote awareness and solutions to the critical challenge of sustaining rural American
livelihoods and environments, recognizing that urban and rural communities depend on
each other. Elaine has served on the boards of the Kentucky College of Art and Design,

Brown-Forman Corporation's environmental sustainability foundation, DendriFund,
Akasha Project, and is an honorary board member of Kentucky’s Bernheim Arboretum
and Research Forest. She lives in New York City with her son and returns to the woods
whenever she can.
BRENDA MITCHELL
Co-Producer
Brenda is a small-town native Texan. She produced her son’s first
short, Redemption and is an executive producer on Somebody Up There Likes
Me and Ice Breaker. Her deep desire to preserve the story of Austin’s legendary dance
hall, the Broken Spoke, inspired her to direct her first documentary, Honky Tonk
Heaven, which premiered at SXSW 2016 and won the Audience Award for musicinspired documentaries. Brenda, her husband and grown children live in Austin and
spend many happy days at their ranch in the Texas Hill Country, also home to grass-fed
miniature Herefords, free-range chickens, a small organic farm and thriving native
wildlife.
KERRY MUZZEY
Composer
Kerry Muzzey is a modern classical and film composer whose scores include the
GLAAD-nominated Sundance Films documentary "To Russia with Love," the Jessica
Biel film "Hole in the Paper Sky," the Tribeca Film Festival's "Amexicano" and whose
piece "Looking Back" was used as the recurring love theme on the TV series GLEE.
Kerry recently released his album "The Architect", a collection of modern classical
works for piano and string orchestra, which features the Chamber Orchestra of London
and which debuted at #5 on the Billboard Classical Chart. Kerry's beautiful music
featured prominently in Laura Dunn's 2007 documentary The Unforeseen. Kerry is
based in Los Angeles, CA.
LYNSEY JONES
Associate Producer/ Field Producer
Lynsey is an Austin based producer by way of San Francisco. She is currently the CoProducer of Citizen-Powered Media, a multimedia production company and
environmental activism outfit focused on sustainability. Her tenure there began in 2010
when she came on as Associate Producer for the award-winning
documentary GrowthBusters: Hooked on Growth. Her other documentary work includes
titles such as PBS’s Wounded Knee and Snap Judgment: Storytelling with a Beat, as
well as the 2008 film Under Our Skin, a documentary that brought conversations about
Lyme disease out into the open. She has also spent time working on narrative films
including Contagion, Hemingway & Gellhorn, and Chasing Mavericks.

ROBERT REDFORD
Executive Producer
Award-winning film actor, director, producer, and environmental activist, Robert Redford
is the founder The Sundance Institute and acted as Executive Producer on Laura's
previous film The Unforeseen.
TERRENCE MALICK
Executive Producer
Terrence Malick is the critically acclaimed and Oscar-nominated director of Badlands,
Days of Heaven, The Thin Red Line, The New World, The Tree of Life and To The
Wonder. He also acted as Executive Producer for Laura's previous documentary The
Unforeseen.
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