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A R T  W O R L D

36 Things That Have Not Been Used as Found
Object Art,  as Far as We Know

B e n  D a v i s ,  W e d n e s d a y ,  M a r c h  9 ,  2 0 1 6

Clockwise from top left: Andy Warhol, Brillo Box (1964); Yoko Ono, Apple (1966);
Tracey Emin, My Bed (1998); Jeff Koons, Detail of One Ball Total Equilibrium Tank

(Spalding Dr. J Series) (1985)

“And Alexander wept, for there were no more worlds to conquer."

That quote, from legendary villain Hans Gruber in Die Hard, often seems to

emblematize the state of the anything-goes postmodern art world. From

Andy Warhol's Brillo Boxes and Yoko Ono's apple to Jeff Koons's

basketballs-in-a-fish tank and Tracey Emin's messy bed, it seems like the

old opposition between art and life has totally broken down. Things have

gotten pretty life-y in here.

Anything can be art—or can it? We've combed through art history and

found some surprising omissions that will challenge everything you think

you know about what art has become. Here, below, are 36 things that

have never been used as art before, showing just how far we have yet to

Most  Popular

A R T  W O R L D

Hauser, Wirth and Schimmel Is a

Gallery Built Like a Museum—

What's Really G...

A R T  W O R L D

Francis Bacon Paintings Worth

$33 Million Stolen From Madrid

Home

M A R K E T

What Does TEFAF 2016 Art

Market Report Tell Us About The

Global Art Trade?

A R T  W O R L D

The Best and Worst of the Art

World This Week in One Minute

P E O P L E

Goethe-Institut Director Henrike

Grohs Killed in Terrorist Attack

P E O P L E

Who Said This: Ai Weiwei Or Andy

Warhol?

A R T  W O R L D

11 Things You Should Know

about David Hammons Ahead of

His Mnuchin Gallery ...

Market Ar t  Wor ld Peop le V ideos

artnet artnet Auctions

E n g l i s h Top ics

S H A R E

S e a r c h

https://vimeo.com/22133555
http://www.artnet.com/artists/andy-warhol/
http://www.artnet.com/artists/jeff-koons/
http://www.artnet.com/artists/tracey-emin/
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/hauser-wirth-and-schimmel-abstract-sculpture-by-women-447074
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/five-bacon-paintings-stolen-madrid-448532
https://news.artnet.com/market/tefaf-2016-art-market-report-443615
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/best-and-worst-drew-barrymore-446471
https://news.artnet.com/people/henrike-grohs-killed-in-ivory-coast-attack-448673
https://news.artnet.com/people/ai-weiwei-andy-warhol-exhibition-445592
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/david-hammons-mnuchin-gallery-show-447974
https://news.artnet.com/market/
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/
https://news.artnet.com/people/
https://news.artnet.com/videos/
https://news.artnet.com/
http://www.artnet.com/
https://www.artnet.com/auctions/


3/15/2016 36 Things That Have Not Been Used as Found Object Art, as Far as We Know  artnet News

https://news.artnet.com/artworld/36thingsthathavenotbeenusedasfoundobjectart444728 2/20

go.

1) .75 inch Entrapment Binder

Image: BindersInc.com

2) All Living Things® Pet Halloween Devil Small Pet Costume

Image: Petsmart.com

3) Barbie Fairytopia Mermaidia Bubble Vanity

https://www.bindersinc.com/pad-holders/
http://www.petsmart.com/small-pet/costumes/all-living-things-pet-halloween-devil-small-pet-costume-zid36-32056/cat-36-catid-600101?var_id=36-32056&_t=pfm%3Dcategory
http://www.sears.com/barbie-fairytopia-mermaidia-clam-shell-bubble-vanity-fish/p-SPM7675204305
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Image: Sears.com

4) Black Titanium Anodized 3-D Pot Leaf Barbell Tongue Ring

Image: BodyCandy.com

http://www.bodycandy.com/cgi-bin/item/17102
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5) "Baxter" Bull Terrier Dog Mannequin

Image: mannequinstore.com

6) Beaded Decorated "Mazel Tov" Cake Server

Image: traditionaljewishgifts.com

 

7) Camouflage Pull-String Tank Piñata

Image: PartyCity.com

http://www.mannequinstore.com/dog_mannequins/baxter.htm
http://www.traditionsjewishgifts.com/JILLFW102.html
http://www.partycity.com/product/tank+pull+string+pinata+17in+x+15in.do
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8) Camo Skull Kit with Pedicles

Image: McKenzie Taxidermy Supply

 

9) Compact Booster Heater, Electric

Image: Berlin's Restaurant Supply

 

http://www.mckenziesp.com/MM308-P19595C6185.aspx
http://www.berlins.com/product-p/c-9.htm
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10) Crossfit Proud Chest II Bra

Image: Rogue Fitness

 

11) Korg MA-1 Digital Metronome

Image: The Piper's Doji

http://www.roguefitness.com/reebok-crossfit-proud-chest-ii-solid-neon-cherry
http://www.pipersdojo.com/piping-supplies/metronomes-tuners/korg-ma-1-digital-metronome.html
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12) Dinosaurs of North America Wall Map

Image: The National Geographic Store

 

13) Dried Meal Worms

Image: JustSkunks.com

http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/product/maps/wall-maps/specialty-maps/dinosaurs-of-north-america-wall-map?npd&npd&green=406AF817-DA24-5D32-0056-1FA1FB6BED79
http://www.justskunks.com/site/532249/product/779-169585804
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14) Electric Can Opener With Built-in Bottle Opener And Knife Sharpener

Image: Office Depot

 

15) Fairy Welcome Door

http://www.officedepot.com/a/products/868773/Brentwood-Electric-Can-Opener-With-Built/
http://www.hearthsong.com/fairy-welcome-door.htm
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Image: Hearthsong.com

 

16) Heel Pincer

Image: Show Systems Plus, Inc.

 

17) HoMedics® MyBaby™ SoundSpa® On-The-Go White Noise Machine

Image: Bed, Bath, and Beyond

 

18) Idaho state flag

http://www.shoesystemsplus.com/Knipex-Heel-Pincer-with-Hammer_p_172.html
http://www.bedbathandbeyond.com/1/1/104483-homedics-mybaby-soundspa-the-go.html
http://www.uischoolsupply.com/idaho-4x6/
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Image: UI School Supply

 

19) Giant Inflatable American Eagle

Image: LookOurWay.com

 

http://www.lookourway.com/giant-inflatable-eagle/?gclid=CjwKEAiAjfq2BRDpmdHmssaW5xsSJABToP4l8lAN2-MW-PyvUivWkgw5Ari5BS8zyfWubkNKQX-ZgRoC-0jw_wcB
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20) J-Crew Factory Intarsia Scottie Dog Sweater

Image: J-Crew

 

21) Jigeasel—A Jigsaw Puzzle Easel for Comfort Seekers

Image: JigThings.com

 

22) Lid Organizer

https://factory.jcrew.com/womens-clothing/sweaters/crewnecks_boatnecks/PRDOVR~E3441/E3441.jsp
http://www.jigthings.com/jigsaw-puzzle-easel/
http://www.webstaurantstore.com/san-jamar-l2150-narrow-4-row-lid-organizer/712L2150.html
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Image: WebstaurantStore.com

 

23) Light-Up Funny Face Balls

Image: HearthSong.com

 

24) Muse: The Brain Sensing Headband

http://www.hearthsong.com/light-up-funny-face-balls.htm
http://www.amazon.com/Muse-The-Brain-Sensing-Headband/dp/B00PL9G16W
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Image: Gaiam

 

25) Novelty Stylish Banana Phone Shell Case for iPhone 4/4S/5/5S

Image: OnFancy.com

 

26) OUCH! Sex Swing

http://www.onfancy.com/novedad-estilo-del-telefono-del-platano-shell-funda-para-iphone-4-4s-5-5s.html#sthash.zhG5AaFa.dpuf
http://www.sexswing.com/product/ouch-sex-swing/
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Image: eBay

 

27) Pyramid Mooring Anchor

Image: Wikimedia Commons

28) Skunk Valentine Cards from JustSkunks.com

http://www.westmarine.com/buy/dor-mor--pyramid-mooring-anchors--P007524614
http://www.justskunks.com/site/532249/product/535-5389941
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Image: JustSkunks.com

 

29) Sky & Telescope Moon Globe

Image: ShopAtSky.com

 

30) The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge Out Of Water Blu-Ray

http://www.shopatsky.com/moon-globe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bU2IMdFNuDY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bU2IMdFNuDY
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Image: Nickelodeon

 

31) Super Mole Poblano Ready to Serve Mole Sauce

Image: MexGrocer.com

 

32) Titan Xtreme™ Crossbow with Acudraw™

http://www.mexgrocer.com/10067.html
http://www.cabelas.com/product/TenPoint-Titan-Xtreme-Crossbow-Package-with-ACUdraw/1374353.uts


3/15/2016 36 Things That Have Not Been Used as Found Object Art, as Far as We Know  artnet News

https://news.artnet.com/artworld/36thingsthathavenotbeenusedasfoundobjectart444728 17/20

Image: Cabela's

 

33) Uncontainable: How Passion, Commitment, and Conscious

Capitalism® Built a Business Where Everyone Thrives by Kip Tindell,

Chairman and CEO, The Container Store

Image: Container Store

 

34) Ultimate Luxury Class Bidet Seat

http://www.containerstore.com/uncontainable/
http://www.biobidet.com/BB600-The-Ultimate-Bidet.htm
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Image: BioBidet.com

35) VHS Head Cleaner

Image: Etsy.com

36) Yoga Wheel

https://www.etsy.com/listing/249185562/vintage-90s-blockbuster-vhs-head-cleaner?ref=market
http://breakin-a-sweat.myshopify.com/products/12-yoga-wheel
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Follow artnet News on Facebook.
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