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Gateway Bible Church 

 

Our History:  How We Came To Be 

 

The word “church” in the New Testament means “called out ones.” In the 

fall of 2000, a handful of families, called out from Hickory Community 

Chapel, began meeting for Bible Study and prayer in homes. By June 

2001, we began worship services at Liberty Middle School and took the 

name Burke Community Bible Church. A year later, we called David Doster 

to be our first pastor and moved the worship services to Patton High 

School. In 2009, we were given land near the freeway, and in 2018, we 

began to build on it and changed our name to Gateway Bible Church. 

From the inception, the Lord has graciously provided every need and 

drawn people from various backgrounds to join us in this exciting 

journey of faith. 

 

Our Mission:  Why We Exist 

 

We are committed to building a community of fully devoted followers of 

Jesus Christ who love God, love each other, and impact a needy world. 

 

Our Vision:  Where We Are Going 

 

We desire to become a church that exemplifies the life-changing reality of 

Christ in an ever-changing world by equipping our members to live 

lifestyles of spiritual integrity which are:    

* Biblically accurate 

  * Personally pure 

  * Family focused 

  * Socially responsible  

  * Evangelistically bold 

The result will be a vibrant growing community of believers who are 

committed to impacting and influencing their respective communities and 

the world abroad for Christ. We believe that success in ministry is defined 

by God, not man’s ideas or cultural standards. We welcome and affirm 

our dependence upon His leading and the truth that He has revealed to 

His church through His word. 

 

Our Values:  What Is Important To Us 

 

Four values serve as living foundations to undergird and guide us in 

pursuing God’s mission for our church body: Worship, Community, 

Growth, and Service. 
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Worship 

 

You shall worship the Lord your God, and 

serve Him only. Matthew 4:10 

 

Worship is presenting ourselves to God 

(Romans 12:1) and paying attention to 

God’s revelation (in general and 

specifically, the Bible) and responding to 

it (Isaiah 6:1-8). Our worship of God must 

be balanced between the objective Word 

of God and the subjective Spirit of God 

(John 4:20-24). 

 

Worship is an active response to God 

whereby we declare His worth. It is not 

passive; it does not happen to us. God is 

much more concerned with our heart 

condition than in the art forms we use to 

worship Him. (Isaiah 1:10-20) 

 

Opportunities at Gateway 

 Worship Service 

 Praise & Sanctuary Teams 

 Ladies Prayer  

 

Growth 

 

Anyone who lives on milk, being still an 

infant, is not acquainted with the 

teaching about righteousness. But solid 

food is for the mature, who by constant 

use have trained themselves to 

distinguish good from evil. Heb. 5:13-14 

 

Spiritual growth, more than increasing in 

knowledge or following a set of 

established rules, is an ongoing process 

of being conformed into the image of 

Jesus Christ. The life-changing 

transformation involves both our efforts 

and the work of the Holy Spirit in us.  

 

Opportunities at Gateway 

 Worship Service 

 Community Groups 

 Ladies Prayer & Bible Study 

 Student Ministry 

Community 

 

Two are better than one because they 

have a good return for their labor. For if 

either of them falls, the other will lift up 

his companion. Ecc. 4:9-10 

 

Caring relationships, biblical truth, and 

spiritual accountability are at the heart of 

small groups which meet regularly to 

encourage spiritual growth in Jesus Christ 

(Hebrews 10:24-25). The application of 

truth in our lives comes about most 

effectively when Christians become 

accountable to one another. Community 

Groups provide the environment for life 

change to occur, helping us move from 

lip service Christianity to lifestyle 

Christianity. 

 

Opportunities at Gateway 

 Community Groups 

 Ladies Prayer & Bible Study 

 Student Ministry 

 

 

Service 

 

For even the Son of Man did not come to 

be served but to serve and give His life a 

ransom for many. Mark 10:45 

 

As we seek creative ways to reach out to 

our community, meeting their basic 

physical needs and offering practical help, 

deeper spiritual needs are often exposed. 

Only Jesus Christ can fulfill the world’s 

profound hunger. When we use our gifts 

and desires to serve others, we discover 

meaning and joy. 

 

Opportunities at Gateway 

 Outreach & Missions Committees 

 Hospitality Team 

 Nursery & Children’s Ministry Teams 

 Student Ministry 
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Statement of Faith: What We Believe 

 

THE BIBLE:   

We believe that the Scriptures of both 

the Old and New Testaments are 

verbally inspired by God, error free in 

the original writings, and the supreme 

authority of faith and practice for the 

believer in Jesus Christ. We further 

believe that there is but one method of 

Bible interpretation: the literal method.  

The literal method recognizes the fact 

that the writers of Scripture clearly 

meant what they said. Therefore, the 

literal method consistently applies the 

rules of grammar, literature, history, 

and culture to Scripture to understand 

the author’s intended meaning.  

(II Tim 3:16-17; II Peter 1:20-21;  

Heb 4:12; I Cor 10:11; Rom 15:4) 

 

The Bible provides the foundational 

teaching for our faith, with special 

revelation concerning the nature of God 

and mankind. We affirm that the 

Scriptures are the supreme written 

norm by which God binds the 

conscience, and that the authority of 

the church is subordinate to that of 

Scripture.
1

  

 

The Apostle Paul’s statement in  

II Timothy 3:16-17, inspired by God, 

provides a summary of this doctrine of 

the church: “All Scripture is breathed 

out by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness,
 

that the man 

of God may be complete, equipped for 

every good work.” 

 

1

(Adapted from a statement from the 

International Council on Biblical Inerrancy) 

 

GOD:   

We believe there is but one living and 

true God, who is one in essence, while 

eternally existing in three distinct 

personalities: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. While each person of the true 

Godhead possesses the same nature, 

each functions differently in respect to 

God’s dealings with man.   

(Deut 6:4; I Timothy 2:5) 

 

THE FATHER:   

The first Person of the Trinity orders 

and directs all things according to His 

own will, pleasure, and grace. He has 

decreed all things that come to pass for 

His own glory. He graciously answers 

prayer, and saves from sin and eternal 

condemnation all who come to Him 

through His Son, Jesus Christ.   

(Matt 6:9; John 5:19-24; Eph 1:3-6) 

 

THE SON:  

Jesus Christ, the second Person of the 

Trinity, is both the eternal Son of God 

and virgin-born Son of man. During His 

earthly life, Jesus maintained His deity 

by being both fully God and fully man. 

Also, having lived a sinless life, He 

satisfied His Father’s justice concerning 

sin through His death. We believe in His 

bodily resurrection, His physical 

ascension, and His visible return to this 

earth establish His earthly kingdom. 

(Heb 1:1-3; John 1:14-18; I Cor15; 

Col.2:9; Romans 3:24-26) 

 

THE HOLY SPIRIT:   

The third Person of the Trinity executes 

the will of God in the world of men. It is 

the Holy Spirit who applies the salvation 

Jesus Christ secured through His death 

upon the cross; convicts the world of 

sin, righteousness, and judgment; and 

empowers the church to live a lifestyle 

pleasing to God, endowing it with 

special gifts which equip the believers 

to accomplish the distinct ministries, 

planned beforehand by God the Father.   

(I Cor 12; Eph 2:10; John 3:1-8; John 

16:4-15; John 15:16; Gal 5:16-25) 
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THE NATURE OF MAN:   

We believe that men and women were 

wonderfully created in the image of 

God, male and female; two distinct 

genders in order to fulfill God’s will and 

enjoy His fellowship on this earth. In the 

garden, man fell into sin by a voluntary 

act of personal disobedience to the will 

of God; therefore, all men and women 

have inherited this sin nature and as 

such are spiritually dead and subject to 

the certainty of both physical and 

spiritual death apart from Jesus Christ.  

The fall of man was a once-for-all 

historical fact resulting in depravity and 

confusion in all areas of human 

behavior and thinking. Its spiritually 

deadening effect has spread throughout 

all mankind, each of whom is born with 

a sinful nature and sins habitually in 

thought, word, and deed, corrupting the 

basic order of God’s creation.   

(Genesis 1:26-27, 2:7, 3:3-4; Romans 

1:18-32, 3:10-23; Eph 2:1-3) 

 

MARRIAGE, GENDER, AND SEXUALITY:   

We believe that God wonderfully and 

immutably creates each person as male 

or female (Gen 1:26-27). The two 

distinct, complementary genders reflect 

the image and nature of God in 

singleness or when joined together in 

marriage.  

 

We believe that the term “marriage” has 

only one meaning: the uniting of one 

man and one woman in a single, 

exclusive union, as delineated in 

Scripture (Gen 2:18-25).  

 

We believe that God intends sexual 

intimacy to occur only between a man 

and a woman who are married to each 

other (1 Cor 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb 13:4). 

Deviations from these Biblical standards 

are sinful, requiring repentance for 

restoration. 

    

We believe that God offers redemption 

and restoration to all who confess and 

forsake their sin, seeking His mercy and 

forgiveness through Jesus Christ (Acts 

3:19-21; Rom 10:9-10; 1 Cor 6:9-11). 

    

We believe that the Christian plan of 

redemption targets sinners such as us, 

compelling those who have experienced 

forgiveness to humbly extend the 

message of God’s truth and grace for 

acceptance, forgiveness and 

transformation. 

    

Additionally, our definition of "family" 

rises out of our definition of marriage.  

It flows from Scripture's assertion that 

God created one man and one woman, 

brought them together, and 

commanded them to "be fruitful and 

multiply." In other words, we believe 

that the pattern for the family's 

continued existence is contained in the 

Bible's account of its origins. Men and 

women, in their respective roles as 

fathers and mothers, form the nucleus 

around which the family unit revolves. 

This means that a "family" is a group of 

individuals who are related to one 

another organically by marriage, birth, 

or adoption.  

(Definition adapted from Focus on the Family) 

 

SALVATION:   

We believe that Christ’s death for our 

sins is the only sufficient sacrifice. All 

who believe in Him are declared 

justified by the Father on the grounds 

of Jesus’ death and resurrections. All 

who receive the Lord Jesus Christ by 

grace through faith have been 

regenerated by, and baptized in, the 

Holy Spirit. They are thereby the 

children of God forever and members in 

the one true church, the Body of Christ.  

This salvation results in righteous living 

and good works as the believer submits 

his life to the Word of God and the 

direction of the Holy Spirit.  

 (Acts 4;12; John 14:6, 3:16, 1:12; 

Romans 3:21-26; I Cor 15:1-4; Eph 1:7, 

2:8-9; Heb 10:10-12, Gal 3:26) 
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THE CHURCH:   

We believe that all who have been 

regenerated by the Holy Spirit belong to 

the one true church and are directed by 

the Scriptures to associate themselves 

in local, visible churches. The local 

bodies of believers are the only visible 

representation of Christ’s invisible 

church and consists only of regenerated 

believers. The local church is 

autonomous in its relationship and 

elects its own members to the biblical 

leadership offices of elder and deacon.  

The two-fold directive of the local 

church is to lead mankind to Christ and 

mature them in the faith.  

Consequently, the fabric of the local 

church, including the members, 

volunteers, ministerial staff and other 

employees should reflect the stated 

mission and vision statement of 

Gateway Bible Churchand subscribe, 

without reservation, to the Statement of 

Faith, Constitution and Bylaws of the 

church.  

(Hebrews 10:24-25; Acts 2:41-47, 4:1-

16; 1 Cor 12-14; Matt 16:13-28, 28:18-

20; Eph 2:19-22, 24) 

 

THE FUTURE:   

We believe that as God’s plan of 

redemption unfolds, Jesus will return in 

a triumphal descent from heaven, 

visibly and personally. In contrast to His 

humble arrival and brief ministry as a 

suffering servant and savior, the Second 

Advent will be with power and 

dominion, accompanied by clouds of 

glory and a heavenly fanfare. 

The promised and anticipated Second 

Coming or Second Advent will usher in 

many events described in scripture 

including the rapture, the general 

resurrection, the final judgment, the 

consummation of the Kingdom of God, 

a new heaven and a new earth and the 

glorification of believers, enabled to 

enjoy God’s glory and rewards for 

eternity. 

 

 

Scripture clearly notes that no one 

knows the day or hour of Christ’s return 

but we are called to be watchful and 

ready. The specific timing and order of 

these events have been studied and 

debated by scholars since their initial 

teaching.  

 

We believe that the essence of this 

doctrine of our faith should bring a vast 

sense of hope and excitement. We are 

sojourners in this world where God’s 

kingdom is both present but yet future. 

We await His glorious return when every 

knee will bow before Him.  

(Rev 19:11, Acts 24:15, II Peter 3:13, 

Rev 21:1, Matt 24:36, I Cor 15:19, Rom 

15:13, John 18:36, Phil 2:9-11) 

 

BAPTISM:   

Baptism is the next step for any believer 

who seeks to become a disciple of 

Christ. In doing so, the believer reveals 

to all that a life transformation has 

taken place in his life through Christ. 

Through baptism, the believer makes 

known that a “coup” has taken place in 

the secret recesses of his soul. The 

government of self has been toppled 

and overthrown. In its place, a new 

authority now reigns and rules. It is 

Christ, the living Lord!  While we do not 

believe there is any merit in the act of 

baptism for salvation, we still uphold it 

as being a sacred, uncompromisable 

injunction of the Scripture. Every 

believer serious in his or her faith will 

also be serious about baptism. We 

believe the mode of baptism is 

immersion.   

(Mark 1:10; Matt 10:32; I Cor 15:1-4, 

Rom 6:3-7, John 3:23) 

THE LORD’S SUPPER:   

The Lord’s Supper is first and foremost 

a symbol of Christ’s redemptive death, 

and secondly an expression of our 

fellowship with one another. We believe 

the Lord’s Supper is open to all who 

meet the prerequisites outlined in 
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Scripture. They are: first, that one 

personally know Jesus Christ as Savior, 

and secondly, that they have a cleansed 

life.   

(I Cor 11:17-34, Matt 26:26-30; Mark 

14:12-26; Luke 22:7-20) 

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP:   

We believe the elders have the overall 

responsibility for oversight and 

direction of the church. They are to 

seek in all matters the mind of Christ 

through the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

and the Word of God. They must be 

able to teach and exhort the church in 

sound doctrine and refute those who 

contradict the truth. Elders must always 

lead by example and will provide 

instruction for the maintenance of 

healthy relationships within the body of 

the church. Elders will also assist in the 

selection of deacons as necessary to 

accomplish the mission of the church.  

We believe that Scripture teaches that 

both men and women are equally 

created in the image of God, and we 

likewise affirm the worth of all persons.  

Nevertheless, we do believe that Bible 

teaches that God created man and 

woman to fulfill different but 

complimentary roles which are rooted 

in their sexual identity. As such, we 

believe the Scriptures clearly teach that 

women should not serve in leadership 

roles in which they would be teaching 

or exercising authority over a man.  

This type of leadership is found in three 

roles: elders/deacons, pastors, and 

small group leaders.   

(I Tim 3:1-13; I Peter 5:2-3; Titus 1:5-9; 

II Tim 2:11-15; I Cor 14:34-35) 

 


