HOW WILL MY DONATION BE SPENT (& other Frequently Asked Questions)
We all want our kids to receive an exceptional education and the programs below are a
crucial part of the educational experience – these programs would not be possible
without your donation.
Music Program – In twice weekly music lessons, students build musical knowledge
by learning traditional skills like note reading, rhythm, and beat while engaging in
movement and self-expression. Kids develop not only an appreciation for music, but
social skills like self-discipline, concentration and perseverance. Our music teacher,
whose salary is paid by FoG, also directs our wonderful winter and spring music
concerts.
Physical Education Program – In addition to regular recess time with their classroom
teacher, every child has P.E. with our Coach – whose salary is paid by FoG – twice a
week. Fun and exciting activities that vary by grade level develop motor skills and
hand-eye coordination while teaching teamwork and building confidence. A year end
“Gardner Olympics” is a festive way to celebrate kids’ achievements.
Art Studio Program – Our dedicated art studio space provides a creative
environment where students explore and grow. Weekly classes focus on a blend of
creative expression and technical skill building. Students are encouraged to talk about
their ideas and inspirations as they are exposed to a variety of techniques and media all while gaining confidence in their own abilities – using materials and resources paid
for by FoG.
Farm to Fork Edible Garden Program – Farm to Fork is open year round to all
students in addition to being the site of a 12 week garden-based academic program
paid for by FoG in which students learn to grow, harvest and prepare food. All
lessons in the garden are developed to complement the kids’ studies in science,
math, language arts and nutrition.
Why should I donate? Public school is supposed to be free.
Unfortunately, public education in California has changed greatly since many of us
attended school and the funding provided by the state is inadequate for the kinds of
programs necessary to provide the well-balanced education we desire for our children.
Schools are faced with a significant reduction in the resources used to provide a quality
education, leaving it up to us parents to help fill in the gaps.
Why shouldn’t I just switch to another school?
All California public schools have been affected by the budget crisis. To maintain a quality
education for their students, schools and school districts are relying on sources other than
the state. Many high- performing public schools and charter schools in our immediate
area ask for a $1000-$2000 per year/per student donation.
Why is this burden being put on parents – aren’t there other ways to raise money?
There is a group of parents hard at work reaching out to the community for donations and
grants and we hope to raise funds from community members as well. However, budgets
being what they are we must rely on both parents and the community.

