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Alaska Division of Oil and Gas Announces Special 

Alaskan Lease Sale Areas 

 

(Anchorage, AK) The Alaska Division of Oil and Gas, within the Department of Natural Resources, 

announced the recent release of information pertaining to Special Alaskan Lease Sale Areas (SALSA). 

The announcement of SALSA comes on the heels of recent large discoveries in Alaska; a good reminder 

that Alaska remains a premier oil basin.  

For more than a year, a talented team of geologists, geophysicists, and leasing specialists have worked to 

make these special lease sale offerings a reality. Hours spent mining data have produced the attached 

presentation, a veritable cornucopia of information for anyone interested in exploring for and producing 

oil in Alaska. The presentation walks through public data available in and around three areas where 

collections of lease sale tracts will be offered in contiguous blocks.  

For each lease sale block, there is an associated 3D seismic survey that has recently become available 

for public release. The Alaska Legislature enacted a program whereby seismic data provided by 

companies in exchange for public tax credits is made available to the public for a modest fee. That 

seismic data provides a foundation for anyone hoping to evaluate and consider bidding on SALSA 

blocks or other individual tracts available in the N. Slope, Beaufort Sea and N. Slope Foothills areawide 

lease sales that will run concurrently.  

But that’s hardly it. The year leading up to this presentation included a monumental data mining effort. 

The State of Alaska has been a major oil producing state for more than 40 years. In that time, incredible 

amounts of public data have accumulated in databases across state agencies like the Alaska Oil and Gas 

Conservation Commission, the Alaska Geologic Materials Center, and the Division of Oil and Gas 

among others.  

The team scoured these publicly available databases to inventory and simplify access to the many types 

of well data relevant to each of the three SALSA areas. The data made accessible through carefully 

placed links include well histories, well tests, if a well ever flowed hydrocarbons to the surface, 

terminated units in the area, what formation a company was drilling for, cores, core chips, mudlogs, 

gamma, resistivity, and density logs, and much more.  

Alaska Division of Oil and Gas 

http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/documents/resourceevaluation/salsa/salsa_for_public_jul18_final-live.pdf


 

 

 

The effort to bring investors and explorers this amount and quality of data is unprecedented in Alaska. 

Our state has been home to some of the world’s major oil producers but is also home to a crop of ever-

growing small and independent operators. In particular, recent discoveries of more than a billion barrels 

of light oil in the underexplored Nanushuk Formation have kicked off a flurry of activity in the Last 

Frontier.  

We’re extending the information describing SALSA as an invitation to those who’ve worked in Alaska 

before, those who’ve always been curious, and all companies in between. We look forward to seeing 

you at the lease sale this fall. You can find information about the lease sale on or after August 17th at this 

link: https://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/Services/BIFAndLeaseSale 

If you would like to stay updated on oil and gas lease sale activity from the State of Alaska, please sign 

up here http://list.state.ak.us/mailman/listinfo/dog.leasing 

Attachment: http://dog.dnr.alaska.gov/documents/resourceevaluation/salsa/salsa_for_public_jul18_final-

live.pdf 

 

CONTACT:  Thomas Presley  

  907-269-8786 

  Thomas.Presley@alaska.gov 
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