
 ABOUT TECHFIRE’S TECH CONFERENCES & EVENTS                        



 

 B U Z Z W O RT H Y  E V E N T S :  
  P R A I S E  F R O M  S P O N S O R S  &  C L I E N T S :  

 “GREAT EVENT.… BIGGEST ONE FOR THE TECH OUTREACH GROUP  
 THIS WHOLE YEAR.”  

 — Mark Thomas, Product Manager, Google (hosted TechFire’s Dec. 2016 event)

 “EXCEPTIONALLY WELL RUN, FROM THE PRESENTERS TO THE  
 EVENT SPACE, AND EVEN THE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR WHICH 
 VIPS TO INVITE FOR LUNCH.  
 I HOPE TO…PARTNER WITH YOU ON FUTURE EVENTS! 

— Mary Hamilton, Managing Director of Accenture Labs (Americas), Accenture  
Presenting Sponsor & Keynote Speaker for TechFire’s Spring 2019 Conference

 “LOOKING FORWARD TO FUTURE COLLABORATIONS. …YOU ARE 
DELIGHTFUL TO WORK WITH.” 

 — Kiran Malhotra, Director of Venture Capital Relationships, Fenwick & West LLP 
Presenting Sponsor of TechFire’s Spring 2019 Conference

 “CONGRATULATIONS ON A WONDERFUL EVENT” 
 — Kenji (Ken) Funahashi, Partner, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati (sponsor) 
        WSGR has served as presenting sponsor for more than twenty of TechFire’s events since 2014.



 

 M O R E  O F  W H AT  T H E Y ’ R E  S AY I N G :  
  P R A I S E  F R O M  S P O N S O R S ,  S P E A K E R S ,  A N D  AT T E N D E E S  

 “LOVED THE ENERGY IN THE ROOM!” 
 — Eric Feng, Partner, Kleiner Perkins Caufield and Byers (speaker) 
        Eric, the former CTO of Hulu and Flipboard and Chief of Staff to Al Gore, joined us for a fireside chat  

   hosted by Google, and sponsored and moderated by Wilson Sonsini, attracting 425+ RSVPs. 

 “AN AWESOME AND SUCCESSFUL EVENT!”  
 — Marisa Ruiz, Lyft (Presenting Sponsor of TechFire’s e-scooter summit at L.A. City Hall)

 “THANKS FOR MAKING THE EVENT A BIG SUCCESS!  
Great work attracting high-caliber speakers from Silicon Valley and SoCal, 
and drawing in a big crowd from across the region.” 

 — Mark Scott, City Manager, City of Burbank (hired TechFire as a consultant to the City) 
       The City hired TechFire as a consultant to organize & host the 2015 Burbank Tech Summit,  

 then brought us back again in 2016 for four events.



 

 B U Z Z W O RT H Y  E V E N T S :  
  P R A I S E  F R O M  S P O N S O R S  &  C L I E N T S :  

 “THANK YOU…IT WAS A PLEASURE WORKING WITH YOU.” 
 — Alanna Spencer, Policy Events Manager, Spin (Ford Motor Company’s scooter division) 

  Program Sponsor of TechFire’s 2019 conference

 “EXTREMELY INTERESTING AND INFORMATIVE SESSION…  
 –REALLY FASCINATING AND SUCH FANTASTIC SPEAKERS.  

 — James Cummings, Vice President, Business Development,  
     London & Partners (the Mayor of London’s economic development organization) 

 “TRULY IMPRESSED…  EXCELLENT JOB”  
 — Blake Mirkin, Executive Vice President, CBRE  (sponsor)     
        CBRE, the world’s biggest commercial real estate services firm, and a member of the Fortune 500,  

  sponsored five TechFire events and advertised in our Guide to LA Tech. 



O V E R V I E W  O F  O U R  E V E N T S

•  Featured in Techmeme’s list of 
nationally- and internationally- 
significant tech events alongside SXSW, CES, 

TechCrunch Disrupt, DLD, The Code Conference, etc.  

•  45+ Events: conferences, fireside chats, panels, and other programs for TechFire & our clients. 

•  Thousands and thousands of registrants 

•  top speakers including founders of startups like Aurora, HotelTonight, about.me, and 
Factual, VCs from Kleiner Perkins, SV Angel, Greylock, CRV, & Lightspeed, CEOs who went on to billion-
dollar exits (Dollar Shave Club and BlackLine), high level government officials, and C-Level executives 
from giants like Warner Bros. and PBS. 

•  Featured on national television: TechFire’s Summit on the Self-Driving 

Car Revolution aired in its entirety on national TV (C-SPAN) in 2018.

https://www.c-span.org/video/?437549-1/driving-automobiles


 TITANS OF TECH
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:   

TROY CARTER AT SXSW; BRANDEE BARKER  AT DLD; 
CHRIS URMSON AT TED; TONY CONRAD AT  

WEB SUMMIT; TECHCRUNCH DISRUPT SPEAKER & 
CRUNCHIES  AWARD WINNER SAM SHANK;  

BRAN FERREN AT TED

T E C H F I R E ’ S  S P E A K E R S  A L S O  S P E A K  AT  T E D ,  S X S W,  
T E C H C R U N C H  D I S R U P T,  W E B  S U M M I T,  &  D L D .



http://techfire.co • david@techfire.co 
310.359.8955 • Founded: Los Angeles

F E AT U R E D  I N  T E C H M E M E ’ S  L I S T  O F  N AT I O N A L LY –  &  
I N T E R N AT I O N A L LY – S I G N I F I C A N T  T E C H  E V E N T S  
Founded in 2013 and regarded as a tech conference powerhouse, TechFire has been recognized in the industry arbiter 
TechMeme’s list of nationally– and internationally–significant tech conferences. TechFire’s summit on the Self-
Driving Car Revolution was broadcast on national television on C-SPAN. We have hosted 45+ events with 
thousands and thousands of registrants across both our own in-house events sponsored by Fortune 500 & industry-
leading giants, and award-winning events for consulting clients. Learn more at techfire.co. 

Who we are: TechFire is led by Founder/CEO David C. Murphy. Before TechFire, David founded and led a high-profile 
group funded by Elon Musk, the David Bohnett Foundation, Google, Uber, and Lyft, where David’s work drove 
coverage by the New York Times, Good Morning America, Bloomberg, and the L.A. Times front page.  David 
graduated from Claremont McKenna College, and in high school, cofounded Hotline Communications, whose chat 
software was used by millions of consumers and by companies like General Motors and Apple. The Toronto Star called 
Hotline “a major force in the online world” at the time. Active in policy and politics, at TechFire David has been tapped 
by the  World Economic Forum to participate in working groups on the future of the internet and cybersecurity.

O U R  H I S T O RY

H O S T E D  B Y :

A N D  M O R E

A S  S E E N  I N / O N :

F E AT U R I N G  S P E A K E R S  F R O M : S P O N S O R S  &  C L I E N T S  

http://techfire.co
mailto:david@techfire.co
http://techfire.co
http://techfire.co


 R E C E N T  H I G H L I G H T S   



 R E C E N T  H I G H L I G H T S   
 IN PARTNERSHIP WITH OUR SPONSOR LYFT, OUR SCOOTER SUMMIT — HOSTED AT CITY HALL BY  
 LOS ANGELES MAYOR ERIC GARCETTI’S OFFICE — FEATURED A KEYNOTE BY THE HONORABLE  
 ANTHONY FOXX, FORMER U.S. SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION UNDER PRESIDENT OBAMA.
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 WATCH THE SUMMIT ON C-SPAN.ORG. 

 TECHFIRE’S SUMMIT ON AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES 
 FEATURED CHRIS URMSON AND OTHER KEY LEADERS,  
 AND WAS BROADCAST ON NATIONAL TV ON C-SPAN. 

TechFire convened some of the top autonomous vehicle leaders from across the nation for a 
high-level summit, broadcast on C-SPAN. Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti’s Office hosted the 
event in the event space atop Los Angeles City Hall.

2016 Award Winner,  
California Assn. for Local 
 Economic Development

TECHFIRE 
  THE SELF-DRIVING CAR REVOLUTION 
  A TECHFIRE SUMMIT • DEC 1, 2017 • AT LOS ANGELES CITY HALL   

S P E A K E R S :

HEIDI KING 
ACTING ADMINISTRATOR,  

NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION

RANDY IWASAKI, P.E. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

CONTRA COSTA TRANSPORTATION 
AUTHORITY /  GOMENTUM STATION 

U.S. SENATOR  
GARY PETERS (D-MICH),  

CO-LEAD SPONSOR,  
AV START ACT (BY VIDEO)

CHRIS URMSON 
FOUNDER/CEO, AURORA INNOVATION; 

FORMER DIRECTOR, OF GOOGLE’S 
SELF-DRIVING CAR PROJECT

BRAN FERREN 
CO FOUNDER / CHIEF CREATIVE OFFICER, 

APPLIED MINDS; 
ADVISOR, TOYOTA RESEARCH INSTITUTE

COUNCILMAN MIKE BONIN 
LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL 

TRANSPORTATION CHAIR

  COMPANIES ATTENDING: 

 VENUE ATOP  
 CITY HALL 

https://www.c-span.org/video/?437549-1/driving-automobiles
https://www.c-span.org/video/?437549-1/driving-automobiles


R E C O R D  B R E A K I N G  AT T E N D A N C E :  T H E  
E V E N T,  W I T H  4 2 6  R S V P S ,  S E T  A  N E W  
T E C H F I R E  R E C O R D  F O R  A  F I R E S I D E  
C H AT.  A N D  G O O G L E  T O L D  U S  O U R  
T U R N O U T  S E T  A  R E C O R D  F O R  G O O G L E  
L A’ S  B I G G E S T  T E C H  O U T R E A C H  E V E N T  
O F  T H E  Y E A R .

 I N S I D E  A  T E C H F I R E  F I R E S I D E  C H AT   

G O O G L E  L A   ( F R A N K  G E H R Y,  A R C H I T E C T )

 P I C T U R E D :  A  F I R E S I D E  C H AT  W I T H  K L E I N E R  P E R K I N S  PA RT N E R  E R I C  F E N G ,   
 H O S T E D  B Y  G O O G L E  L A .  B E F O R E  H E A D I N G  C O N S U M E R  T E C H  I N V E S T I N G  F O R   
 O N E  O F  S I L I C O N  VA L L E Y ’ S  M O S T  S T O R I E D  V C  F I R M S ,  E R I C  WA S  C T O  O F  H U L U   
 A N D  F L I P B O A R D ,  A N D  C H I E F  O F  S TA F F  T O  A L  G O R E .



C H R I S  
U R M S O N  

F O U N D E R / C E O ,   
A U R O R A  

I N N O VAT I O N

T O N Y   
C O N R A D  

C E O  &  F O U N D E R ,   
A B O U T. M E  
PA R T N E R ,   

T R U E  V E N T U R E S

J O S H  
E L M A N  
PA R T N E R  

G R E Y L O C K   
PA RT N E R S

T R O Y  
C A RT E R  

C H A I R M A N / C E O  
AT O M  FA C T O RY  
&  S M A S H D  L A B S

D A N A  
S E T T L E  
F O U N D I N G  

PA R T N E R  
G R E Y C R O F T  
PA RT N E R S

B R A D   
F E L D  

C O - F O U N D E R  
T E C H S TA R S  

M A N A G I N G  D I R .  
F O U N D RY  G R O U P

H O WA R D  
M O R G A N  

PA R T N E R  
F I R S T  R O U N D  

C A P I TA L

M I C H A E L   
D U B I N  

C O - F O U N D E R /
C E O   

D O L L A R  S H AV E  
C L U B

B E T H   
S E I D E N B E R G  

PA R T N E R  

K L E I N E R   
P E R K I N S

K A R A  
N O RT M A N  

PA R T N E R  
U P F R O N T  

V E N T U R E S

 A  S A M P L I N G  O F  PA S T  S P E A K E R S                              

T H E R E S E  
T U C K E R  

F O U N D E R ,  C E O  
&  C H A I R M A N  
B L A C K L I N E

S A M   
S H A N K  

C O - F O U N D E R   
&  C E O  

H O T E LT O N I G H T

G R E G  
B E T T I N E L L I  

PA R T N E R  
U P F R O N T  

V E N T U R E S

C O D Y  
S I M M S  

PA R T N E R  

T E C H S TA R S

J E R E M Y  
L I E W  

PA R T N E R  
L I G H T S P E E D  

V E N T U R E  
PA RT N E R S

B R A N   
F E R R E N  

C O - F O U N D E R / C H I E F  
C R E AT I V E  O F F I C E R  

A P P L I E D  M I N D S

E R I C  
F E N G  
PA R T N E R  

K L E I N E R   
P E R K I N S

G I L   
E L B A Z  

F O U N D E R /
C E O   

FA C T U A L

T H O M A S  
G E W E C K E  
C H I E F  D I G I TA L  
O F F I C E R  &  E V P  
WA R N E R  B R O S .

E R I K  
R A N N A L A  

M A N A G I N G  
PA R T N E R  

M U C K E R  C A P I TA L

J O S H  
Y G U A D O  

C O - F O U N D E R  &  
P R E S I D E N T  
J A M  C I T Y

W I L L  
H S U  

M A N A G I N G  
PA R T N E R  

M U C K E R  C A P I TA L
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E

I R A  
R U B E N S T E I N  

CHIEF DIGITAL AND 
MARKETING OFFICER 

PBS

T E D  
S C H I L O W I T Z  

FUTURIST IN 
RESIDENCE, 

PARAMOUNT PICTURES

C A S E Y  
W I N T E R S  

G R O W T H  A D V I S O R  
I N  R E S I D E N C E  

G R E Y L O C K   
PA RT N E R S

U . S .  S E N AT O R  
 G A RY  P E T E R S  

CO-LEAD SPONSOR,  
AV START ACT 

(BY VIDEO)



 PA S T  S P E A K E R S  ( C O N T I N U E D )                              

J U A N   
B R U C E  

F O U N D I N G  
PA R T N E R  
D O W N E Y  

V E N T U R E S

A RT E E N  
A R A B S H A H I  
V I C E  P R E S I D E N T  

F I K A  V E N T U R E S

T X  
Z H U O  
PA R T N E R  

F I K A  
V E N T U R E S

T O D D  
G I T L I N  

M A N A G I N G  
PA R T N E R  

S A F I R E  PA RT N E R S

L A U R E N T  
G R I L L  

V E N T U R E  L E A D  

L U M A  L A U N C H

R A C H A E L  
K I N G  

C O - F O U N D E R  
E L L E P H A N T   

M E D I A

M A R K  
T E R B E E K  

PA R T N E R  
G R E Y C R O F T  
V E N T U R E S

  A N D   
 M A N Y   
 M O R E  

A A R O N  
H I R S C H H O R N  
C O - F O U N D E R  &  

C E O  

D O G VA C AY

R .  B R A N D O N  
S O K O L  

C O R P O R AT E  
D E V E L O P M E N T    

T R I B U N E  M E D I A

A N N I E   
K A D AV Y  

G E N E R A L  
PA R T N E R ,  

C H A R L E S  R I V E R  
V E N T U R E S  ( C R V )

I N  M E M O R I U M

D AV E  G O L D B E R G  
C E O ,  S U R V E Y M O N K E Y  

D AV E  G O L D B E R G  T R A G I C A L LY  PA S S E D  
A W AY  I N  M AY  2 0 1 5 .  H E  H A D  B E E N  

S C H E D U L E D  T O  S P E A K  AT  T E C H F I R E  
I G N I T E ;  W E  D E D I C AT E D  T H E  E V E N T  I N  

H I S  M E M O R Y,  &  S P E A K E R S  S H A R E D  
R E F L E C T I O N S  O N  L E S S O N S  W E  C A N  

L E A R N  F R O M  H I S  E X A M P L E .

B R A N D E E  
B A R K E R  

C O - F O U N D E R  /  
PA R T N E R  

T H E  P R A M A N A  
C O L L E C T I V E

D AV I D  
S I E M E R  
M A N A G I N G  

PA R T N E R  
WAV E M A K E R  

PA RT N E R S

A N D R E W  
M O R B I T Z E R  
V P,  C O R P O R AT E  
D E V E L O P M E N T    

G O D A D D Y

D A N  
M O R E H E A D  
F O U N D E R  &  C E O  

PA N T E R A  
C A P I TA L

A S H E R  
L E I D S  

A N G E L  
I N V E S T O R

H E I D I  K I N G  
ACTING 

ADMINISTRATOR,  
NATIONAL HIGHWAY 

TRAFFIC SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION

C O U N C I L M A N  
M I K E  B O N I N  

TRANSPORTATION CHAIR 
LOS ANGELES  
CITY COUNCIL 

M I C H A E L  
YA N O V E R  

HEAD OF BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT, CREATIVE 

ARTISTS AGENCY

M I T R A  B E S T  
U . S .  I N N O VAT I O N  

L E A D E R  &  N E W  
V E N T U R E S  

P R I N C I PA L ,  P W C

B RY C E  
M A D D O C K  

C O - F O U N D E R   

&  C E O   

TA S K U S

PA I G E   
C R A I G  

M A N A G I N G  
PA R T N E R  

A R E N A   
V E N T U R E S

M I C H A E L  
C A R N E Y  

I N V E S T O R  
U P F R O N T  

V E N T U R E S

D AV I D  
L E E  

M A N A G I N G   
PA R T N E R  

S V  A N G E L

&  M O R E

PA M  
A L L I S O N  
D I R E C T O R  O F  

D I G I TA L  I N I T I AT I V E S  
WA R N E R  B R O S .  
T E C H N O L O G Y



J U S T  A  F E W  H I G H L I G H T S  F R O M  PA S T  E V E N T S :

 PA S T  AT T E N D E E S                              



PAST EVENT PROFILE: 

• Breakdown of the 400+ registrants at a TechFire Ignite 
Summit: 

 AT T E N D E E  P R O F I L E  

61% Total Senior-Level Executives 
(CEOs + Other C-Level  + Founder + VP + Director)

61%



 4 5 +  E V E N T S :  A  T I M E L I N E  
 W I T H  M A N Y  M O R E  T O  C O M E !

 

2019:  
• Spring summit sponsored by Accenture, Fenwick, Ford 

(Spin), and SCAG, featuring Shasta, Greylock, and more 
• WSGR-sponsored Fireside Chat with a VC from Index 
• DLA Piper-sponsored event with CAA’s Michael Yanover 
• The Future of AR/VR/MR, at Microsoft Playa Vista, funded 

by the Fairfax County Economic Development Authority 
• Burbank Tech Talks events on subjects like raising VC 

funding, AR/VR, and women in entrepreneurship. 
• Startup Pitch Festival funded by the City of Burbank 

2018:  
• A scooter summit sponsored by Lyft, hosted by the 

Mayor’s Office at LA City Hall, featuring former US 
Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx and more 

• Events mobility and AR/VR in partnership with WSGR 
• Burbank Tech Summit (March 6): sold-out (400+ RSVPs). 

Speakers: Paramount Pictures’ Futurist in Residence, PBS’ 
Chief Digital & Marketing Officer, and many more from 
Warner Bros., UCLA Health and beyond. 

• Startup.Burbank Pitch Festival and Burbank Tech Talks 

• and the Fairfax County Economic Development 
Authority (our consulting client) at Microsoft LA

2017:  
• Summit on the Self-Driving Car Revolution: broadcast 

on national TV by C-SPAN and hosted atop Los Angeles 
City Hall by Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office, this standing-
room only summit featured many of the nation’s leading 
autonomous vehicle experts, including Chris Urmson, 
Heidi King, U.S. Senator Gary Peters, Bran Ferren, and 
more. 

• The Road to Series A: a four-event series, sponsored by 
WSGR and hosted by Google and Luma Pictures, 
featuring panels/presentations on product/market fit, 
seed funding, growth marketing, and building a team, 
with speakers like Greylock’s Casey Winters. 

• Burbank Tech Talks: an expanded lineup of eight events, 
featuring speakers like Warner Bros. Chief Digital 
Officer Thomas Gewecke, PwC’s U.S. innovation leader 
Mitra Best, Creative Artists Agency’s Michael Yanover, 
and others from companies like Uber and WeWork. 

2016: 
• Four Fireside Chats sponsored by WSGR with speakers 

such as Kleiner Perkins partner Eric Feng, Factual 
Founder/CEO Gil Elbaz, and more. 

• Four Burbank Tech Talks on behalf of our client, the City 
of Burbank



 

2015: 
• TechFire Ignite Summit (Santa Monica) 

• featured in Techmeme Events’ list of 
nationally & internationally significant tech 
events alongside Recode’s Code 
Conference, WSJ DLive, South by 
Southwest (SXSW), & TechCrunch Disrupt. .  

• featuring speakers from Silicon Valley & L.A. 
such as Sam Shank (HotelTonight), 
Tony Conrad (About.me & True Ventures), 
angel Paige Craig, and many more 

• 400+ registrants (standing-room-only!) 

• Sponsors: EY, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
Rosati, BlackLine, CBRE 

• Four Fireside Chats 

• Sponsors: EY, CBRE, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
Rosati (WSGR), j2 Global (NASDAQ: JCOM), etc. 

• Speakers: Greg Bettinelli & Kara Nortman (Upfront 
Ventures), Mark Mullen (Double M), and David 
Siemer (Wavemaker/Siemer & Associates) 

• Hosted by Google, Microsoft, and WeWork.

2015 (continued): 
• Events for Consulting Clients: 

• WSGR / Wharton | San Francisco / Wilson 
Sonsini joint event. 

• City of Burbank: Burbank Tech Summit (sold 
out two weeks in advance). Featuring speakers 
from Charles River Ventures, Techstars, et al. 

2014: 
• Six Fireside Chats with speakers like Troy Carter 

(Atom Factory), Brad Feld (Techstars/Foundry 
Group), Josh Elman (Greylock), David Lee (SV 
Angel), Dana Settle (Greycroft), etc. 

• TechFire Ignite Summit (at UCLA Anderson 
School of Management’s Korn Hall) with 
speakers like Dollar Shave Club’s Michael 
Dubin, Kleiner Perkins’ Beth Seidenberg, 
Mucker Capital’s Will Hsu, and more. 

• Sponsors: Deloitte, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich 
& Rosati (WSGR), j2 Global, & more

 E V E N T  T I M E L I N E  —  C O N T I N U E D



 SAMPLE ADS IN TECHFIRE EVENT PROGRAMS & PUBLICATIONS

T E C H F I R E  I S  T R U S T E D  B Y  F O RT U N E  5 0 0  A N D  I N D U S T RY- L E A D I N G  C O M PA N I E S ,  A N D  G O V E R N M E N T S .

 S P O N S O R S  &  C O N S U LT I N G  C L I E N T S                                      

The  premier legal advisor to technology firms, including clients 
such as Google, Twitter, LinkedIn, Netflix, Tesla, Amazon.com, 

Square, Spotify, Salesforce, Adobe, Tencent, etc.
Two of the Big Four Professional Services Firms

The world’s biggest 
commercial real estate 

services firm.

  A N D   
 M O R E  

P L U S :  B U R B A N K  T E C H  S U M M I T  S P O N S O R S  
( PA I D  T O  O U R  C L I E N T,  T H E  C I T Y  O F  B U R B A N K ) :



K L E I N E R  P E R K I N S  C A U F I E L D  B Y E R S  PA RT N E R  B E T H  S E I D E N B E R G ,  
I N T E R V I E W E D  B Y  T E C H F I R E  F O U N D E R  D AV I D  M U R P H Y,  AT  O U R  
E V E N T  AT  U C L A  A N D E R S O N  S C H O O L  O F  M A N A G E M E N T.

D O L L A R  S H AV E  C L U B  C O - F O U N D E R  &  C E O  M I C H A E L  D U B I N  
S H A R E S  T H E  S T O RY  B E H I N D  T H E  V I R A L  V I D E O  T H AT  S TA RT E D  I T  
A L L .  N O W,  U N I L E V E R  A C Q U I R E D  T H E M  F O R  $ 1  B I L L I O N .  

G O O G L E  H O S T E D  T E C H F I R E ’ S  F I R E S I D E  C H AT   
W I T H  FA C T U A L’ S  G I L  E L B A Z  —  W H O S E  P R I O R  
C O M PA N Y  WA S  G O O G L E ’ S  F I R S T  B I G  A C Q U I S I T I O N .

 E V E N T  P H O T O S   



 P H O T O  C R E D I T:  V I K  L A K H W A R A  ( W S G R )

T E C H F I R E ’ S  “ R O A D  T O  S E R I E S  A ”  E V E N T  AT  G O O G L E  L A ,  S P O N S O R E D  B Y  W S G R ,  F E AT U R I N G  A  D I S C U S S I O N  O N  P R O D U C T / M A R K E T  F I T  

S E L F - D R I V I N G  C A R  L E G E N D  C H R I S  U R M S O N  ( O F  A U R O R A  A N D  
F O R M E R LY  G O O G L E ) ,  A N D  T E C H F I R E ’ S  D AV I D  M U R P H Y.

C - S PA N  C O V E R A G E  O F  T H E  C R O W D  AT  T E C H F I R E ’ S  2 0 1 7  
A U T O N O M O U S  V E H I C L E S  S U M M I T.  

S E N .  P E T E R S ’  T E C H F I R E  M E S S A G E



A  C R O W D  L I N E S  U P  T O  TA L K  T O  R O B  K O R N E G AY  O F  S P O N S O R  
W I L S O N  S O N S I N I  ( R )  A F T E R  H E  M O D E R AT E D  A  F I R E S I D E  C H AT.  
N U M E R O U S  AT T E N D E E S  H AV E  T O L D  U S  T H E Y  H I R E D  W S G R  A F T E R  
S E E I N G  T H E  F I R M ’ S  E X P E RT I S E  I N  A C T I O N  AT  O U R  E V E N T S .

N E T W O R K I N G  AT  T E C H F I R E ’ S  F I R S T  O F  T W O  F I R E S I D E  C H AT S  AT  
G O O G L E  L A  I N  2 0 1 6 .  

T H E  T E D  TA L K  F O R  A P P L I E D  M I N D S ’  B R A N  F E R R E N  ( AT  L E F T ) ,  
H A S  M O R E  T H A N  1  M I L L I O N  V I E W S  —  S O  I T  WA S  N O  W O N D E R  
T H AT  T E C H F I R E ’ S  B U R B A N K  T E C H  TA L K S  E V E N T  W I T H  B R A N  
A N D  M U C K E R L A B ’ S  E R I K  R A N N A L A ,  L E F T  AT T E N D E E S  A B U Z Z .

PA R A M O U N T  P I C T U R E S ’  F U T U R I S T  I N  R E S I D E N C E  T E D  
S C H I L O W I T Z ,  K E Y N O T I N G  O U R  2 0 1 8  B U R B A N K  T E C H  S U M M I T.  



C A S E Y  W I N T E R S ,  G R E Y L O C K  PA RT N E R S ’  G R O W T H  A D V I S O R  I N  R E S I D E N C E ,  A N D  G R O W T H  A D V I S O R  T O  T I N D E R ,  R E D D I T,  A N D  
E V E N T B R I T E ,  S H A R E S  G R O W T H  A D V I C E  W I T H  F O U N D E R S  AT  A  T E C H F I R E / W S G R  E V E N T  H O S T E D  B Y  L U M A  L A U N C H .

N E T W O R K I N G  I S  H A L F  T H E  F U N  AT  T E C H F I R E  —  
PA RT I C U L A R LY  W H E N  G O O G L E  I S  C AT E R I N G . PA N E L I S T S  S H A R E  A D V I C E  F O R  S TA RT U P S  O N  T H E  R O A D  T O  S E R I E S  A



T E C H S TA R S  M A N A G I N G  D I R E C T O R  C O D Y  S I M M S ,  W H O  R A N  T H E  
D I S N E Y  A C C E L E R AT O R  I N  PA RT N E R S H I P  W I T H  T H E  WA LT  D I S N E Y  
C O M PA N Y,  S P E A K S  AT  O U R  B U R B A N K  T E C H  S U M M I T.

N P R  &  M A R K E T P L A C E  C O N T R I B U T O R  &  K P C C  S E N I O R  E C O N O M Y  
R E P O RT E R  B E N  B E R G M A N  I N T E R V I E W S  A N N I E  K A D AV Y,  G E N E R A L  
PA RT N E R  AT  C H A R L E S  R I V E R  V E N T U R E S  ( C R V ) .

A  S TA N D I N G - R O O M  O N LY  C R O W D  
AT T E N D E D  T H E  E V E N T  W I T H  J E R E M Y  L I E W.  

S N A P C H AT ’ S  F I R S T  I N V E S T O R ,  J E R E M Y  L I E W  ( L I G H T S P E E D  
V E N T U R E  PA RT N E R S ) ,  W I T H  L O S  A N G E L E S  T I M E S  T E C H  R E P O RT E R  
PA R E S H  D AV E  ( L )  A N D  F I R E S I D E  C H AT  M O D E R AT O R  PAT R I C K  
A N D I N G  ( R )  O F  W I L S O N  S O N S I N I  ( S P O N S O R ) .

FA C E B O O K ’ S  F O R M E R  H E A D  O F  G L O B A L  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S  &  
P O L I C Y  B R A N D E E  B A R K E R ,  I N T E R V I E W E D  B Y  F O R M E R  G AT E S  
F O U N D AT I O N  H E A D  O F  P U B L I C  A F FA I R S  T R E V O R  N E I L S O N ,  
P R E S I D E N T  O F  G L O B A L  P H I L A N T H R O P Y  G R O U P.



 D AV E  E S T R A D A ,  C H I E F  L E G A L  O F F I C E R  O F  B I R D ,  TA L K S  S H A R E S  
 I N S I G H T S  I N T O  T H E  FA S T- G R O W I N G  S C O O T E R  C O M PA N Y.

R O B  K O R N E G AY,  PA RT N E R  AT  W I L S O N  S O N S I N I  ( S P O N S O R )  
I N T E R V I E W S  A A R O N  H I R S C H H O R N ,  C O - F O U N D E R  &  C E O  O F  
D O G VA C AY.

N E T W O R K I N G  AT  T E C H F I R E ’ S  M O S T  R E C E N T  C O N F E R E N C E  I N  
S A N TA  M O N I C A .

T E C H F I R E ’ S  2 0 1 5  C O N F E R E N C E  I N  S A N TA  M O N I C A  AT T R A C T E D  A  
S TA N D I N G  R O O M - O N LY  C R O W D .



S U P E R - A N G E L  PA I G E  C R A I G ,  P I C T U R E D  AT  C E N T E R ) ,  TA L K S  
B A C K S TA G E  W I T H  R O B  K O R N E G AY  ( L )  A N D  V I K  L A K H WA R A  ( R )  O F  
W I L S O N  S O N S I N I .  

A  B U R B A N K  T E C H  TA L K S  P R E S E N TAT I O N  O N  “ S TA RT U P  L AW  1 0 1 ”  
W I T H  W S G R ’ S  PAT R I C K  A N D I N G  &  K Y L E  F U N N .

W I L S O N  S O N S I N I  PA RT N E R  R O B  K O R N E G AY  P R E S E N T S  AT  AT  
T E C H F I R E  I G N I T E  S U M M I T  2 0 1 4 ,  H E L D  AT  U C L A  A N D E R S O N  
S C H O O L  O F  M A N A G E M E N T ’ S  B I G G E S T  V E N U E ,  K O R N  
C O N V O C AT I O N  H A L L .

O U R  S P R I N G  2 0 1 7  R O A D  T O  S E R I E S  A  E V E N T,  H O S T E D  B Y  G O O G L E  
L A ,  F E AT U R E D  A  D I S C U S S I O N  O N  P R O D U C T / M A R K E T  F I T.
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  EMAIL DAVID@TECHFIRE.CO FOR MORE INFORMATION.

 TECHFIRE’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CONSULTING 
 PRACTICE LEVERAGES OUR EXPERTISE & RELATIONSHIPS 
 TO HELP CITIES ATTRACT HIGH-GROWTH TECH STARTUPS.

TechFire is trusted by economic development officials to help attract high-growth tech 
startups and grow the local tech economy. Leveraging our history as a leading tech 
conference producer, and our experience bridging the worlds of startups and economic 
development policy, we consult on economic development strategy, and organize 
programs and events that help grow the local startup community.   

Serving clients across the nation, such as The Fairfax County Economic Development 
Authority (the  largest non-state economic development authority  in the nation), TechFire 
first spearheaded our public sector consulting practice at the request of the City of 
Burbank which hired us to leverage our experience as a leading convener of tech 
conferences and publisher of the L.A.  Tech Agenda economic development report, 
praised by the L.A. Mayor’s head of tech economic development and by L.A.’s CTO. 
Burbank was so happy with our work they have brought us back for four more successive 
contract renewals (so far!), and our Burbank Tech Talks won the city an award from the 
California Association for Local Economic Development.  

We advise cities on strategy and lead the implementation, leveraging our deep 
relationships with Silicon Valley venture capital investors and others to recruit prominent 
speakers to come speak at events that build a buzz in the local startup community. We 
leverage our marketing experience to turn out a big crowds, and host the events 
themselves.

 CLIENT CASE STUDY: CITY OF BURBANK, CA       

Burbank first hired TechFire in 2015 to organize a Burbank Tech Summit, and based on the 
success of our work for the City (with the summit selling out more than two weeks in advance), the 
City expanded and renewed our consulting contract in 2016, 2017, and 2018 to organize numerous 
Burbank Tech Talks events and another summit.  The series won an award from the California 
Association for Local Economic Development. We recruited prominent speakers such as Warner 
Bros.’ Chief Digital Officer & EVP, an investor from a leading Silicon Valley venture capital firm, the 
Head of Techstars’ Disney Accelerator, and executives from successful Burbank startups. Our 
consulting services include advising on tech economic development strategy, event planning, 
leveraging our relationships to recruit high-profile speakers, outreach to press & partners, using 
our mailing lists and marketing expertise to attract big crowds, and hosting the events on stage.

 “A Big Success … Great work” – Burbank City Manager Mark Scott
2016 Award of Merit, California Assn. for Local Economic Development

2016 Award Winner,  
California Assn. for Local 
 Economic Development

mailto:david@techfire.co
https://techfire.co/read-the-report/


 Warner Bros. Chief Digital Officer & Executive Vice President Thomas Gewecke spoke at  
 Burbank Tech Talks in July 2017, TechFire’s ninth event since 2015 as a tech economic   
 development consultant for the City of Burbank. With Gewecke’s having oversight 
 of strategy & digital for a $12 billion global giant, there was much to discuss! 

 C O N S U LT I N G  H I G H L I G H T S :  B U R B A N K  

 T E C H F I R E ’ S  D AV I D  M U R P H Y  M O D E R AT E S  A  F I R E S I D E  C H AT   
 W /  T H O M A S  G E W E C K E  ( AT  R I G H T ) ,  D I S C U S S I N G  T R E N D S  I N   
 T E C H  &  M E D I A ,  H I G H L I G H T I N G  B U R B A N K  A S  A  M E D I A  C A P I TA L  
 O F  T H E  W O R L D ,  A N D  A  G R E AT  P L A C E  F O R  S TA R T U P S .

 B U R B A N K  M AY O R   
 W I L L  R O G E R S  D I S C U S S E S   
 B U R B A N K ’ S  K E Y   
 A D VA N TA G E S .

 N E T W O R K I N G  I S  A  B I G  PA R T  
 O F  O U R  E V E N T S  A S  W E L L . T E C H F I R E ’ S  M A R K E T I N G  S AV V Y  E N A B L E S  U S  T O  AT T R A C T  L A R G E  C R O W D S  O F  E N T R E P R E N E U R S ,  

 F R O M  FA R  &  W I D E ,  A S  S E E N  AT  T H I S  &  O T H E R  ( A B O V E  R I G H T )  B U R B A N K  T E C H  TA L K S .  

HTTP://TECHFIRE.CO


 

 AWA R D - W I N N I N G  S T R AT E G I E S  
 R E C O G N I Z E D  B Y  T H E  C A L I F O R N I A  A S S N .  F O R  L O C A L  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  

For more info, see the full article, and the City's news release.

“The city of Burbank has won three awards for economic development efforts last year in a 
statewide competition. The city’s business and economic development division won three 
awards of merit in three categories…from the California Association for Local Economic 
Development. … 

Burbank Tech Talks [which TechFire plans & hosts as a consultant to the City] won the 
programs award. The four-part speaker series that launched in September was aimed at 
entrepreneurs, and created a networking environment that promoted and grew startup 
industries engaged in technology, media, biotech and clean technology. Burbank Tech Talks 
grew out of the Burbank Tech Summit in November 2015 with more than 180 businesses.”

 T H E  C I T Y  O F  B U R B A N K ,  A  T E C H F I R E  C L I E N T,  W O N  A N  AWA R D  F O R   
 B U R B A N K  T E C H  TA L K S  ( W H I C H  T E C H F I R E  P L A N S  &  H O S T S ) .  

http://www.sfvbj.com/news/2017/apr/04/burbank-wins-economic-development-awards/
http://www.burbankca.gov/Home/Components/News/News/2346/25


 

 C O N S U LT I N G  C L I E N T S  
 FA I R FA X  C O U N T Y  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  A U T H O R I T Y  
 

The Fairfax County [Virginia] Economic Development 
Authority (FCEDA) is the largest non-state economic 
development authority in the nation. 

FCEDA selected TechFire as a consultant to organize and host 
marketing events in Los Angeles in 2018 & 2019 to promote 
Fairfax to tech entrepreneurs in California. The 2018 event was 
hosted by Microsoft in Playa Vista. 

 FA I R FA X  I N  L O S  A N G E L E S  ( 2 0 1 8  &  2 0 1 9 )

Images courtesy of Fairfax County Economic Development Authority



 

 C O N S U LT I N G  C L I E N T S  
 C I T Y  O F  B U R B A N K  

The City of Burbank hired TechFire to recruit speakers & attendees for a 
successful 2015 Burbank Tech Summit. The event sold-out (250+) more than a 
week in advance, and featured speakers from The Walt Disney Co & Techstars’ 
Disney Accelerator, Charles River Ventures, a panel, and a moderator from NPR / 
Marketplace. In 2016 Burbank had us build on the momentum (see next slide).

T E C H S TA R S ’  C O D Y  S I M M S ,  W H O  R U N S  T H E  
D I S N E Y  A C C E L E R AT O R

L E A D I N G  A  PA N E L  D I S C U S S I O N  W I T H   
T E C H  &  R E A L  E A S TAT E  C E O S .

 B U R B A N K  T E C H  S U M M I T            ( 2 0 1 5 )                    

N P R ’ S  B E N  B E R G M A N  &  C R V  V C  A N N I E  K A D AV Y.

Event Program (Handout)

 “A Big Success … Great work”  – Burbank City Manager Mark Scott  (see testimonials slide for full quote)

 

 S E E  N E X T  S L I D E  F O R  M O R E  B U R B A N K  E V E N T S  



 

 C O N S U LT I N G  C L I E N T S  
 C I T Y  O F  B U R B A N K  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

Based on the success of our 2015 consulting work, the City of Burbank’s 
Community Development Department expanded and renewed TechFire’s 
consulting contract, retaining us in 2016 and again in 2017 and 2018 to organize 
a series of fifteen Burbank Tech Talks events, and a second Burbank Tech 
Summit. These Burbank Tech Talks directly implemented the request by a speaker 
at the first Burbank Tech Summit for a series of networking events to help foster 
the tech community.  Each monthly event features networking, lunch, and a 
speaker sharing advice on topics like raising venture capital, or marketing your 
company. TechFire planned event topics, invited speakers, turned out a crowd, and 
moderated the discussions at each event. Burbank Tech Talks won an award 
from the California Association for Local Economic Development.

 B U R B A N K  T E C H  TA L K S      ( 2 0 1 6  –  2 0 1 8 )            



Wilson Sonsini, the leading law firm serving the tech sector, 
paid TechFire to help with a joint Wilson Sonsini – 
Wharton | San Francisco event on the Digital Revolution 
in Retail Marketing, featuring Wharton marketing 
professor Patti Williams and Jim Stuart, Founder & 
Chairman of PIRCH, a retail chain named to the 2015 
Forbes list of America’s Most Promising Companies.

 J O I N T  W I L S O N  S O N S I N I  –  W H A RT O N   |  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  E V E N T   &  M O R E  E X P E R I E N C E        
TechFire’s event consulting practice is backed 
by our founder’s expertise with 75+ events 
throughout his career. Highlights (besides 
TechFire) include: 

• spearheading & hosting a CEO Summit at 
the City Club that was praised in a 
dedicated editorial by the editor of the 
LA Business Journal 

• organizing major business forecast 
conferences & other annual events for one 
of L.A.’s most powerful business groups 
(the Valley Industry & Commerce 
Association), featuring top elected officials 
& business leaders 

• organizing events hosted by The Walt 
Disney Co. • Universal Studios (lot) • 
Worthe Real Estate Group • etc. 

• securing sponsorships from Elon Musk • 
Google • Uber • Lyft • The Broad 
Foundation • Metro (LACMTA, also an 
event consulting client) 

• hosting, organizing, and/or helping with 
events with speakers including Warren 
Buffet • Bill Clinton • George W. Bush • 
Hillary Clinton • Magic Johnson • Newt 
Gingrich • Ed Begley, Jr. • Anthony Lake 
• etc.  

• hosting events covered by the a wide range 
of media, including the  New York Times.

 C O N S U LT I N G  C L I E N T S  
 W I L S O N  S O N S I N I  G O O D R I C H  &  R O S AT I  



ABOUT OUR REPORTS

Advertisers:   

TechFire’s reports have been made 
possible by a range of industry 
leading advertisers: 

Wilson Sonsini Aon Deloitte

Cresa Montgomery Summit j2 Global

In addition to events, TechFire produces reports, and we’re available to write and design 
reports and publications for our consulting clients as well. Our economic development report, 
the L.A. Tech Agenda, drew widespread praise & already many recommendations have been 
implemented by L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti. Read the L.A. Tech Agenda at techfire.co/read-the-
report. And view our 2015 Guide to LA Tech at techfire.co/guide-to-la-tech

http://techfire.co/read-the-report
http://techfire.co/read-the-report
http://techfire.co/read-the-report
http://techfire.co/guide-to-la-tech
http://techfire.co/guide-to-la-tech


P R A I S E  F O R  O U R  L . A .  T E C H  A G E N D A  
R E P O RT
Our economic development report on strengthening the 
local tech economy, the L.A. Tech Agenda, was 
sponsored by firms like Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
Rosati, Cresa, & Aon, drew coverage in Re/code, Built in 
LA, SoCalTech, & LA Biz, and praise from L.A. Mayor 
Garcetti’s office and others:

Design Samples

A S  S E E N  I N :

“The report is great.” –Michelle Garakian, Tech 
Industry Liaison, Office of LA Mayor Eric Garcetti 

“Thank you. Your report is quite helpful…I 
appreciate you and the team having created it.” 
– Peter Marx, Chief Innovation Technology Officer, 
Office of LA Mayor Eric Garcetti

“Great report and resource.” —Michael H Kelly, 
Executive Director, The Los Angeles Coalition for 
the Economy & Jobs [the business group chaired 
by City National Bank’s Russell Goldsmith)

http://techfire.co/read-the-report


G E T  I N  T O U C H

Contact TechFire Founder & CEO David C. Murphy  
at david@techfire.co or 310.359.8955. 

Learn more about us at http://techfire.co/ 

TechFire is 
 ©2013-2019 DMBH Group 
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