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Open June 21 - September 10, 2016

Saturdays, 2-5pm, through OysterFest weekend
The Museum Hours:
Tuesday and Friday, 9am-5pm
Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday, 2-5pm

Admission is free
Donations always gratefully accepted
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President’s Message
Welcome to the Wellfleet Historical Society and
Museum’s (WHSM) 65th Season! Many things
have changed since 1951, when our founder, Lydia
Newcomb, set out to preserve the rich and colorful
history of Wellfleet. We are looking forward to
restoring the original appearance of the historic 19th
century structure which has been our home since our
founding.
I am pleased that the Town of Wellfleet awarded
Community Preservation Act funds to the WHSM,
which facilitated the purchase of the middle building
in 2015. The CPC Committee is supporting us again
this year by approving our request for $300,000 to
restore the building’s façade. And, hopefully, our
application to the Massachusetts Cultural Council for
a matching grant will double our budget, if Wellfleet
voters approve our CPA funding at Town Meeting in
April.
There is still much to do, and we rely on our members
and friends for their financial support as well as their
time and talent. Please consider lending a hand by
joining one of our Standing Committees, or become
a docent at the Museum during the summer months,
and show our visitors who we are. Tell your version
of the love and passion you feel for this narrow land.
It’s your heritage, and your Museum – thank you for
helping to move it into the future.

Brad Williams
President
WHSM Board of Directors, 2016

Bradford Williams, President
Deirdre Portnoy, Vice President
William Carlson, Secretary
Dawn Rickman, Treasurer
Nancy Bierhans
John Connors
Dwight Estey
Nancy Rea
Bonnie Robicheau
Seth Rolbein
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Juliet Kepes. c. 1949, Preparatory drawing for playroom
mural in Kepes House, Cambridge, MA

Exhibitions
The Children’s Room, Art and Design of
Wellfleet’s Mid-Century Children’s Books
A collaboration of the Cape Cod Modern House Trust,
the Wellfleet Historical Society and Museum, and the
Wellfleet Public Library.
During the 1930s Wellfleet’s population was just
barely 800 people, and yet over 1,000 books have
been published by, or about, the town’s mid-century
denizens, around 200 being inventive books for
children. Many of these books were designed and
illustrated by some of the most acclaimed graphic
artists of the era. This exhibit includes a selection of
books, artifacts and original artwork. We hope this
celebration will let people experience this cultural
heritage in a new and palpable way.
Concurrently with the exhibition, as part of the
Museum's Speaker Series, Stephen Eskilson, author of
Graphic Design: A New History, will give a talk on the
adoption and transformation of European modernist
design by practitioners in the US.

Collections
Raffle tickets will be
available starting Memorial
Day weekend through
OysterFest, with the
drawing after OysterFest .
Tickets are $10 each; 5 for
$40 and will be available at
the Museum.

12’ Bevin’s Skiff Raffle
traditionally designed rowing and sailing skiff, built by
local boat builder, Walter Baron of Old Wharf Dory,
Wellfleet MA

Photo: Walter Baron

Acquisitions
Objects & Textiles
 Schooner model of the Etta G.
Fogg, USLSS rescue boat model
(Cahoon Hollow). Gift of Dan
Sanders  Truro Coverlet, circa
1800. Gift of Jonathan Cobb and
Alyssa Cobb Konon, Tarrytown, NY.

Archives
 1870 marriage certificate
and records, Family Register
(1793-1851). Gift of John Leland,
Connecticut  Wellfleet High
School diploma, Harold L. Dyer,
1916. Gift of Marilyn Dyer,
Welllfleet  Chequesset Inn 1903
dinner menu. Gift of Dee McGrath,
Wellfleet  Wellfleet Drive-In
brochure, 1960. Gift of Betty Harte

 Wellfleet High School Diploma,
Fred S. Freeman, 1882. Gift of
Nancy Rea, Wellfleet.

Books & Photographs
 Memoriam booklet to William
N. Stone, M.D., 1898. Gift of Chip
Lund, Eastham.  Photos of
Wellfleet School, 1910, Grades 1&2,
3&4, 7&8. Gift of Cynthia Cocivera,
Wellfleet  Two large photo
albums or the July 4th parades from
the 1960s.  Three photographs
of the Marconi Station; one
photograph of what is now the
Holden Inn, and two photographs
believed to be of Harry Reimes. Gift
of Alan P. Worth, Weymouth.

Its original owners, John Jentz and Charlie
Zehnder, purchased 26 acres in South
Wellfleet and formed the Spring Brook Center,
a company that operated and opened the
Drive-In on July 3, 1957. It has a 100-by44-foot (30 m × 13 m) screen, with sound
provided by both an FM stereo signal and the
original individual monaural speakers that
can be attached to a car’s window. The minigolf features obstacles that date back to 1961.
The Wellfleet Cinemas was built in the 1980s.
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We are happy to announce that over
900 photographs from the Wellfleet
Historical Society and Museum collection of photographs and postcards
are available to the public online on
our website. Many thanks to: Sam
Silva for inputting data; Hope Morrill,
Susan Quigley and Brailsford Nixon for
concordance of scans to photographs;
Jude Ahern for her time and expertise; photographer, Robert Arnold;
and former Curator, Joan Coughlin,
for digitizing this collection in 2002.
Please help us further identify,
describe, and date these photographs
by clicking the Send Us Feedback
link in the upper right corner of
each Photo Record. The person(s)
who helps us further identify the
most photographs by May 31, 2016
will win a prize and will be officially
recognized by the Museum as the
smartest Wellfleetian or at least the
one with the best memory!
We look forward to your comments
and suggestions.
wellfleethistoricalsociety.pastperfectonline.com

2015 Awards
While Terry Gips served as Vice
President for Development at WHSM,
she shared her tremendous energy
as exhibit designer, grant writer and
development officer. Congratulations,
Terry, you truly deserve The Jan Rutz
Volunteer of the Year Award.
This year’s Salt of the Earth
award goes to Don Palladino. His
involvement with Friends of Herring
River, Conservation Trust, ZBA and
Development Committee for the
WHSM are just a few reminders of his
love of Wellfleet.

A New Face for Main Street

Please check our website for event details.

2016 Speaker Series

June 8: Seth Rolbein “History to
the Streets,” Wellfleet Historical
Society’s photos brought to the
town’s byways.

July 13: Professor Stephen J.
Much has been going on behind the
scenes as we move forward with
plans for the transformation of our
expanded home – all of 258, 262 and
266 Main Street.
Working with the exciting conceptual
designs and drawings of our architects, the Board is looking forward
to implementing a three-phased
plan that will remove the dilapidated structures on the
front and back of the
building, restore
the Main Street
façade to its late
nineteenth century
appearance, create new
exhibition space and create
updated facilities for collections
care and research, in addition to
providing handicap access and entry
to the Museum property via the
Town Hall parking lot. Phase 1 is expected to get underway in the near
future, and residents and visitors to
Wellfleet alike will be able to enjoy
the view of these buildings as they
appeared over a hundred years ago.
The quest for funding for this
ambitious project is well underway.
We have applied for grants
from Wellfleet’s Community
Preservation funds as well as from
the Massachusetts Cultural Council,

and are cautiously optimistic about
upcoming results. The 2016 annual
membership drive and a new
offering of membership in WHSM
to the business community are
currently underway. Pledges and
contributions from Board members
and others in the community to the

Tuesdays and Fridays at 9:30am
Departs from the Museum

August 10: Senator Dan Wolf

“Transition and Change,” six years
of public service, what’s next?

September 14: WOMR President

Ira Wood “Making History, Building
Community,” radio’s role.

October 12: Artist Ellen LeBow

“Facing the Future,” portraits
offering posterity a glimpse of us.
All Speakers
7:30 pm
nascent
Capital Campaign
now exceed $100,000.
The Campaign’s official launch is
on track to take place this spring.

Wellfleet Public Library
55 West Main Street
$5 at the door, members free

We are thankful for the interest that
this project has engendered in the
community and for the generosity
of those who are contributing in so
many ways, with your commitment,
your financial and in-kind
contributions and your time.

Open House
Sunday, May 29, at 4pm

Inset: Concept drawing, one of many
alternatives being considered for rear
extension of current bulding.

Guided Tours
The Village of Wellfleet

Eskilson “Mid-Century Illustrators
in Wellfleet,” alongside the Modern
House Movement.

Bound Brook Island Hike
July and August
Details and dates on website
Reservations required

All tours: $10. Children 12 and under free
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Annual Events
The Strawberry Festival
Sunday, July 3, at 2pm
Wellfleet Preservation Hall Garden
$8 adults, $5 children, at the door
House and Garden Tour
Sunday, July 24, from 11am to 4pm
Tickets are $35 on sale at the
Museum, Newcomb Hollow Shop,
Abiyoyo, or online
Annual Meeting
All welcome.
Wednesday, August 24, at 4pm,
Chequessett Yacht and Country Club
OysterFest Open House
Saturday and Sunday,
October 15 and 16

