Classroom Rules
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In this Kick Start Your PD bundle, you will find everything you need to get started discussing your
classroom rules through Classkick brainstorms.
What’s Included?
• This one-page explanation of the bundle contents.
• A video introduction that explains the bundle and demonstrates its use.
• A brief lesson plan that includes both on-screen and off-screen activities.
• Links to two Classkick assignments to use with your students.
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• Two printable posters/worksheets to complete with your class.
Why Is It Helpful?
• To learn and grow from challenging social and academic situations, the classroom must
be a safe space where students can try new things. Working with their classmates to develop a
shared set of classroom rules and guiding principles helps to build a stronger sense of
community. With an increased responsibility to each other, students can take more risks without
fear of embarrassment. This bundle attempts to address the classroom rights and
responsibilities for all students, to themselves and to each other, through the guidance of their
classroom teacher.
• After your classroom rules have been established, they should be revisited throughout the year
to ensure the classroom continues to run smoothly. Just as a car must be regularly tuned and
have its oil changed, the attentiveness to classroom culture should be re-centered several times.
Reviewing and reflecting on the rules reminds everyone that the classroom culture is a work in
progress, and that rights and responsibilities are brought to life through their daily actions.
How Can I Implement This?
There is a lot of freedom to use this bundle in the best way for you and your students.
The suggested path includes:
1. Watching the video to see examples of the resources in action
2. Reading and reflecting on the lesson plan and adapting it for your classroom
3. Downloading the sample Classkick assignments by visiting
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4. Printing the posters/worksheets to complete as a class
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Are you looking to re-establish or rejuvenate your classroom rules?
Have you considered having your students help?
Here’s a classroom activity you can try with your students to engage your
classroom culture and establish your classroom code of conduct:
1. Start with your non-negotiables
a. List them out, either formally on paper or in your head
b. Consider your biggest pet peeves and concerns from the previous year
2. Engage in an open dialogue with students
a. Express ideas as colloquial frustrations, moments that universally bother
you and students
b. Encourage students to consider how the class can counteract these frustrations
c. Collaborate to express your original non-negotiables in student-friendly
language that is unique to your classroom

Classroom Example:
Depending on the age of your students, the initial conversation might go like this:
Ms. Litton: I can’t stand it when I see people making fun of others. Especially
when they’re making fun of me or my friends. It makes me feel really angry
and upset. Does anyone else feel that way?
Student 1: Yeah, like one time, I saw this kid and he was pushing my friend
down. And I was really mad at him because he hurt my friend’s feelings.
Ms. Litton: That’s a great example! I want to make sure that our classroom is a
really safe space where no one has to be worried that their feelings might get
hurt. Do you think we could find a way to make this classroom a special place
where everyone feels safe?
Student 2: Could we make a rule that when you’re in class, you have to be
nice to people?
Ms. Litton: That’s a really great way of putting it! Can everyone please turn to
their elbow partner and think of a way we could phrase that rule to keep
everybody safe in our classroom?
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Utilizing Classkick
After your discussion, consider using this Classkick Assignment for brainstorming
class rules:

Once all students have completed the brainstorm:
1. Bring the class together to host a classroom discussion.
2. Ask students to volunteer the classroom standard they summarized on Page 7.
3. Track suggestions on chart paper.
a. Ask students to reflect on ones that seem similar.
b. Encourage students to utilize language that is extremely clear for the
entire class.

Optional Extension
After rules are established, try this Classkick Assignment for brainstorming how
they will be enforced:

Once all students have completed the brainstorm:
1. Bring the class together to host a classroom discussion.
2. Ask students to volunteer the conclusion they drew on Page 3.
3. Establish that it is everyone’s responsibility to see that everyone in the
classroom community enjoys the safety and comfort of expressing themselves.
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Our Classroom Rules
Rule One:
Listen while others are talking

Rule Two:
Challenge yourself to be your best

Rule Three:
Respect yourself, your classmates,
and your school
Rule Four:
Raise your hand for feedback
and sharing

Rule Five:
Be caring, honest, and helpful
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Rights & Responsibilities
You have the right to…

You have responsibility to…

Participate in discussions

Listen while others are talking

Improve and be successful

Challenge yourself to be the best

Feel safe and respected

Respect yourself, your classmates,
and your school

Offer an opinion and receive help

Raise your hand for feedback
and sharing

Feel loved and a true part of
this class

Be caring, honest, and helpful

Rights & Responsibilities
You have the right to…

You have responsibility to…

