Increasing Rigor
Increasing Rigor
with Bloom’s,
DOK, and SAMR

In this Kick Start Your PD bundle, you will find everything you need to host a professional
development workshop geared towards increasing rigor in your classroom.
What’s Included?
• This one-page explanation of the bundle contents
• A video introduction that explains the bundle and demonstrates its use
• Two worksheets to use while going through the workshop and while lesson planning in
the future
• A lesson planning workshop with examples of assignments at each level of Bloom’s, DOK,
and SAMR
• An exit ticket to provide optional feedback
• Links to sample Classkick assignments to use with your students:
The Gift (Substitution)

Scientists Classify (Substitution)

The Gift (Augmentation)

Scientists Classify (Augmentation)

The Gift (Modification)

Scientists Classify (Modification)

The Gift (Redefinition)

Scientists Classify (Redefinition)

Why Is It Helpful?
• Differentiate product and process
Educators hope to reach students at their current level and challenge them to grow to the next. When
students exist at many different starting points, it is helpful to align task expectations to a structure of
cognitive difficulty to ensure differentiation is well-scaffolded.
• Challenge students at the highest levels
Through analysis and comparison to structures like Bloom’s Taxonomy and DOK Levels, student
activities are often less demanding than originally thought. Re-imagining new choices for challenging
students and reaching all learners increases student learning.
• Learn how to use technology appropriately
In addition to the challenges of differentiation, educators are often pressured to integrate technology
as much as possible. However, substituting paper-and-pencil tasks with technology does not
automatically increase student ownership. The SAMR model aids in evaluating technology
implementation so that students are driving their learning experiences.
How Can I Implement This?
1. Watch the video to see examples of the resources in action.
2. Print the planning worksheets to take notes and brainstorm
3. Read and reflect on the workshop materials in connection to your own content
4. Download and adapt the sample Classkick assignments by visiting the links above
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Lesson Planning with Bloom’s, DOK, and SAMR
Watch this video for overview of this resource

Bloom’s Taxonomy
Using a model like Bloom’s Taxonomy provides a structure to support teachers as they plan
differentiation for students with varied needs and abilities. Layering questions and activities
makes it possible to scaffold and challenge students at many different levels so that everyone
can participate and grow. (See Center for Teaching or Center for Excellence in Learning and
Teaching for more information.)
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) Levels
DOK levels help educators evaluate the tasks they ask students to complete to ensure all
students are challenged with appropriately complex opportunities. Referencing DOK while
planning activities helps teachers design more comprehensive instructional tasks. (See Office
of Education or Edutopia for more information.)
Substitution Augmentation Modification Redefinition (SAMR) Model
The SAMR model encourages teachers to identify how and why they are implementing
technology in their classroom. Referencing SAMR to ensure technology is enhancing a lesson
and not just substituting for an activity that could be conducted off-line ensures a more
effective use of technology. (See Kathy Schrock or Technology is Learning for more information.)
Classkick
Every day, teachers struggle to answer all of their students’ questions. Even worse, they’re
often unaware of who needs help because some students are too shy to raise hands. Classkick
is a free app that eliminates those roadblocks, showing teachers exactly what their students are
doing and who has pressed “Please help” on a question. In Classkick, every student's
handwriting appears live. The teacher can zoom into any student’s sheet to help them and
redirect their thinking. (See classkick.com for more information.)
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Lesson Planning with Bloom’s, DOK, and SAMR

Classkick: Increasing Rigor with Bloom’s, DOK, and SAMR

Page 3

6th Grade ELA CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details
1st/2nd Level of Bloom’s: Remember/Understand
1st Level of DOK: Recall
1st Level of SAMR: Substitution

Alignment: Bloom’s/DOK
At this level, students are expected to demonstrate their ability to recall facts and basic
concepts. For example, students are asked to read a story and make a list of the main
events. To grow from the “Remember” level of Bloom’s Taxonomy to the “Understand” level,
students must not only recall events but also explain ideas. For example, students are
asked to retell a story in their own words and evaluate themselves according to a
predefined rubric.
Alignment: SAMR
The assignment shared below is at the Substitution level of SAMR because students could
complete the same activities on paper and pencil. There is no functional change
accomplished by using technology in terms of expectations for students or final product.
Sample Assignment: The Gift (Substitution)

Classkick: Increasing Rigor with Bloom’s, DOK, and SAMR

Page 4

6th Grade ELA CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details
3rd Level of Bloom’s: Apply
2nd Level of DOK: Skill/Concept
2nd Level of SAMR: Augmentation

Alignment: Bloom’s/DOK
At this level, students are expected to use information in new situations. For example,
students are asked to transfer their previous knowledge of writing, narrative structure, and
character motivations to a new task: narrating what will happen next.
Alignment: SAMR
The assignment shared below is at the Augmentation level of SAMR because students have
several options to access the story. They can now watch the story (via an embedded
YouTube video), or listen to the story (via embedded audio objects), in addition to reading
the words. Students also have options to create their continuation using text, images
(drawn or located online), or their own voice. This allows them to use additional tools for
creating their final product than what they would have available without the technology.
Sample Assignment: The Gift (Augmentation)
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6th Grade ELA CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details
4th Level of Bloom’s: Analyze
3rd Level of DOK: Strategic Thinking
3rd Level of SAMR: Modification

Alignment: Bloom’s/DOK
At this level, students are expected to break information into parts to examine, draw
conclusions, and explore understandings and relationships. For example, students are asked
create a storyboard depicting the themes and symbols found in a story. In order to find and
explain the themes, they must make inferences about the author’s intentions, and find
evidence to support their conclusions.
Alignment: SAMR
The assignment shared below is at the Modification level of SAMR because it requires students
use images and sound bites to supplement their analysis of themes in the story. The student
expectations in this assignment represent a significant task redesign from what could be
accomplished with paper-and-pencil. Students must now research, record, and produce a
synthesized version of their analysis using multiple modalities. The goals for the student
product are broader and require students use a range of tools to demonstrate their mastery.
Sample Assignment: The Gift (Modification)
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6th Grade ELA CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details
5th/6th Level of Bloom’s: Evaluate/Create
4th Level of DOK: Extended Thinking
4th Level of SAMR: Redefinition

Alignment: Bloom’s/DOK
At this level, students are expected to judge information, comparing and contrasting
information and situations. For example, students are asked to compare the typical living
and working conditions in the setting of a story in the early 1900s with today. To grow from
the “Evaluate” level of Bloom’s Taxonomy to the “Create” level, students must not only make
judgements about the value of ideas but also build their own structure from diverse
elements. For example, students are asked to adapt a story by creating imagery that
matches the power of the original version for today’s youth. Their adapted version must
maximize the themes and symbols presented in the original story.
Alignment: SAMR
The assignment shared below is at the Redefinition level of SAMR because it asks students
to present an original way for the couple to interact that expresses relevant contemporary
subject matter. Their presentation must include original imagery, audio, and relevant sites,
and be published to the student’s blog to be shared to an authentic audience. For this task,
students’ interests drive their learning experience: How will they modernize the story? How
does modern society depict themes like love and sacrifice? What would be the best way to
portray the dichotomy of wealth and poverty today? Students also have flexibility in their
choice of tools and technologies to produce an authentic and exemplary product.
Sample Assignment: The Gift (Redefinition)
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2nd Grade Science: 2-LS4-1
Make observations of plants and animals to compare the diversity of life in different habitats
1st/2nd Level of Bloom’s: Remember/Understand
1st Level of DOK: Recall
1st Level of SAMR: Substitution

Alignment: Bloom’s/DOK
At this level, students are expected to demonstrate their ability to recall facts and basic
concepts. For example, given clues about an animal or object, students are able to choose
which one the clues describe. To grow from the “Remember” level of Bloom’s Taxonomy to
the “Understand” level, students must also demonstrate their understanding by giving
descriptions. For example, students are asked to create their own clues that describe only
one animal out of a group of eight.
Alignment: SAMR
The assignment shared below is at the Substitution level of SAMR because students could
complete the same activities on paper and pencil. There is no functional change
accomplished by using technology in terms of expectations for students or final product.
Sample Assignment: Scientists Classify (Substitution)

Classkick: Increasing Rigor with Bloom’s, DOK, and SAMR

Page 8

2nd Grade Science: 2-LS4-1
Make observations of plants and animals to compare the diversity of life in different habitats
3rd Level of Bloom’s: Apply
2nd Level of DOK: Skill/Concept
2nd Level of SAMR: Augmentation

Alignment: Bloom’s/DOK
At this level, students are expected to solve problems by applying their knowledge in a
different way. For example, students are asked to classify a group of images representing
different animals using what they have learned about animal classification.
Alignment: SAMR
The assignment shared below is at the Augmentation level of SAMR because the technology
adds functional improvement with the use of videos and related links to provide information
and opportunities to apply knowledge. Students are provided with the opportunity to
engage with content in a visual, kinesthetic, and auditory way, as well as create their own
product using multiple modalities.
Sample Assignment: Scientists Classify (Augmentation)
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2nd Grade Science: 2-LS4-1
Make observations of plants and animals to compare the diversity of life in different habitats
4th Level of Bloom’s: Analyze
3rd Level of DOK: Strategic Thinking
3rd Level of SAMR: Modification

Alignment: Bloom’s/DOK
At this level, students are expected to break information into parts to examine, draw
conclusions, and explore understandings and relationships. For example, students
categorize various zoo animals into appropriate categories. Students create exhibits they
would showcase, including photographs or drawings and a voice recording of a speech they
would give describing the exhibit.
Alignment: SAMR
The assignment shared below is at the Modification level of SAMR because it creates a
significant task redesign by demanding that students locate and collate a variety of
resources, from text to images to audio recordings. The broader goal of classifying animals
is presented for students with a choice of tasks to achieve this goal.
Sample Assignment: Scientists Classify (Modification)
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2nd Grade Science: 2-LS4-1
Make observations of plants and animals to compare the diversity of life in different habitats
5th/6th Level of Bloom’s: Evaluate/Create
4th Level of DOK: Extended Thinking
4th Level of SAMR: Redefinition

Alignment: Bloom’s/DOK
At this level, students are expected to judge information, looking for consistencies and
inconsistencies. For example, students are asked to compare and contrast animals, food,
water, shelter, plants, and trees from three separate habitats. To grow from the “Evaluate”
level of Bloom’s Taxonomy to the “Create” level, students are expected to combine parts to
make a new whole. For example, students must create a guidebook entry for a location that
depicts the habitat and all of its elements.
Alignment: SAMR
The assignment below is at the Redefinition level of SAMR because it incorporates new
experiences for students that are impossible without the integration of technology. In this
case, students use a random map generator to find a habitat to describe. Then, they use
images, audio, and text descriptions to capture the habitat for others.
Sample Assignment: Scientists Classify (Redefinition)
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The Classkick Team appreciates feedback from educators that
use and share Kick Start Your PD Bundles. This Exit Ticket is
completely optional. All information will allow the Classkick
Team to reflect on our practice and make changes for
upcoming Kick Start Your PD Bundles.
Kick Start Your PD Bundle Exit Ticket
Thank you for all you do!
-The Classkick Team

Questions, comments, concerns? Say hi@classkick.com!
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