
 

         

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS - How-to-Battle 
 

1. How many seconds does your team have to answer each regular battle questions? Answer: 
15 seconds. If a team needs the entire 15 seconds to collaborate, the spokesperson must 
answer immediately when time is called.(page 9, OBOB Handbook)  

2. How many minutes does your team have to find the answer during a challenge?  Answer:  2 
minutes (page 16 & 17, OBOB Handbook)  

3. What kind of questions come first in a battle, “In Which Book” or “Content?”  Answer:  In 
Which Book questions (page 10, OBOB Handbook)  

4. Who on your team may speak to the moderator during a battle?  Answer:  The 
spokesperson.  No other person may assist in answering any question directed to a team, or 
any challenge decisions, including the team’s coach. The Moderator will disqualify a team 
determined to be receiving outside help.  (page 9 & 12, OBOB Handbook)  

5. How many people can sit with your team during an official battle at your school?  Answer: 
No more than four (page 7, OBOB Handbook)  

6. If your team starts to talk before the moderator has finished asking the question, what 
happens?  Answer:  If the spokesperson begins to answer the question prior to the 
completion of the question the Moderator will stop reading the question and determine 
whether the answer is correct or not.  Only the first answer the spokesperson gives will be 
accepted.  (page 10, OBOB Handbook)  

7. If the other team gets a question, is your team allowed to also discuss the question quietly? 
Answer:  Yes (page 9, OBOB Handbook)  

8. How many points does your team get if they answer the question correctly? Answer:  5 
points (page 10, OBOB Handbook)  

9. How many points does your team get if you get the title correct but the author wrong on a “In 
Which Book” question?  Answer:  In the case of partially correct "In Which Book" questions, 
three points is given for a correct title or author, and play then passes to the other team.  The 
moderator rereads the question, stating which part was correct, and asking for the other part 
of the answer. This ‘acquiring’ team is given 15 seconds to collaborate and may be awarded 
2  points for a correct response.  (page 10, OBOB Handbook) 

10. For two-part Content questions, how many points are awarded to a partially correct answer? 
Answer:  A partially correct answer will be awarded 3 points, and play will then pass to the 
opposing team.  The moderator rereads the question, stating which part was correct, and 
asking for the other part of the answer. That team may earn 2 points for a correct response. 
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11. Does every team need to pick a spokesperson? What is the Spokesperson’s responsibility? 
Answer:  Yes, The team Spokesperson is the designated person who answers each question 
during a battle. The moderator will only accept answers from this Spokesperson. A strong 
Spokesperson will be confident in projecting his/her voice so the answer can be discerned by 
the moderator. 

12. Could a team battle with less than 4 people?  Answer:  Yes (OBOB Handbook, page 9) 

13. In a battle, who reads the questions to the teams?  Answer:  the moderator (OBOB 
Handbook, page 9)  

14. If a spokesperson gives two answers when only one is required will the moderator accept the 
first or last answer given?  Answer:  The first answer (OBOB Handbook, page 9)  

15. If you mispronounce your correct answer incorrectly, but the Moderator can discern that’s the 
way those letters could possibly be pronounced, will your answer be accepted? Answer:  Yes 
(OBOB Handbook, page 10)  

16. At the end of an official battle, which person on your team signs initials the scoresheet? 
Answer:  The spokesperson (OBOB Handbook, page 10)  

17. During a tiebreaker battle can you acquire points from the other team’s incorrect answer? 
Answer:  No (OBOB Handbook, page 10)  

18. During a tiebreaker battle can you challenge questions? Answer:  Yes (OBOB Handbook, 
page 10)  

19. During a battle if one team gives an incorrect answer is the question repeated for the 
opposing team to answer? Answer:  If the team does not get the answer correct, the 
question will be repeated to the opposing team who then has 15 seconds to collaborate. 
Each team can answer a question only once. (OBOB Handbook, page 10)  

20. Are photos allowed during a battle? Answer:  No (OBOB Handbook, page 9) 

21. Can the team ask for the question to be repeated? Answer:  A spokesperson may ask to have 
a question repeated as many times as he or she wants within the 15-second collaboration 
time.  However, the clock will not restart at the re-reading of the question. 

22. When the battle is finished, how should teams conduct themselves? Answer:  Teams should 
shake hands with the opposing team and say, “Good job,” “Great battle,” or something 
similar and also thank the battle officials (OBOB Handbook, page 14)  
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