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EIGHTEEN SIXTY-SIX was the year:
o Henry House of Bridgeport started driving a steam automobile on public highways.
(I Pierre Lorillard, George Osgood, and James Gordon Bennett, Jr. put up $30,000 each for a race of their ya,chts, winnertake-all, across the Atlantic. (Winner: Bennett's Hemietta .)
~ The Black Crook introduced the popular formula for musical comedy: dozens of girls in garb emphasizing feminity, dazzling scenery, knockabout comedians, romantically stimulating
songs. (Clergymen's protests fostered a run of 474 performances
in New York and nationwide tour.)
e The first successful artificial impregnation of a woman medically was performed.
~National American Women's Rights Association was formed.
• Sextuplets were born to Mrs. .J. B. Bushnell of Chicago.
• The Reno brothers' gang staged the first train robbery, in
Indiana.
• Monte Carlo Casino opened for more luxurious losing.
" M.I.T. established the first course for professional architects.
• Armed bands of Irish Republic sympathizers invaded Canada from New York, Vermont, Maine. (Maj. Gen. George Meade
led Army Regulars who broke up the conspiracy.)
• The Regular Army strength declined to 38,540.
• Alexander Agassiz Jr. opened up the rich Calumet and Hecla
copper mmes (and got to be a millionaire teacher at Harvard).
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EIGHTEEN SIXTY-SIX was the year:
• The Can-Can was first danced in a stage show at, of all
places, Philadelphia-by a male.
• The Y.W.C.~. was founded, at Boston (naturally) .
• T~ansatla~ttc tel_egraph cable service was put in permanent
operatiOn by mdefattgable Cyrus H. Field. Initial message cost:
$100 per 20 words. Reduced to $50 in 1867.
• Trail-driving of cattle from Texas to railheads in Kansas and
Nebraska began. Opening of the Bozeman Trail fomented almost
daily ~ndi~n. for~ys against Fort Phil Kearny and settlers nearby.
• Ftrst mckel (copper and nickel) 5¢ piece coined-wi th
motto "In God We Trust."
• Singing of "When You and I Were Young, Maggie," began.
• Largest wooden ship ever built till then was launched at
Henry Steers' yard, New York, for Pacific Mail S.S. Co. The
Great R epublic (2nd of that name).
• .Cornelius Vanderbilt I exploded, "The - - dirty thieves!
What;? - - do I want with their twenty-five dollar gold medal!
I want my steamer. I never said I'd give them the Vanderbilt."
The Commodore, who had converted the fastest transatlantic
s~eamer in 18~ 1 _for war use, was the outraged victim of Iegisla·
t10n that prohtbtted entry into U. S. commerce of ex-Navy ships.
• Congress submitted XIV Amendment to the States.
EIGHTEEN_ SIXTY-SIX, specifically January 17, the Acting
Commander-m-Ch ief, M.O.L.L.U.S., George Cadwalader, issued
a charter for Comm.mdery No. I, The State of New York to
Charles G. Halpine, Robert Anderson, John G. Parke, Is~ael
Vog~es, Daniel Butterfield, Samuel Crawford, Guy v. Henry,
D~mel ~a~ Buren, Henry E. Davies, Martin McMahon, Egbert
Vtele, Wilham C. Church, Wilson Barstow. •
Pages of interesting biography could be written about all these.
~srael Vogdes, Acting Commander Feb. 16-May 2, was a West
Pomter who stayed in the Regulars until 1881.
Guy V. Ifenry, a winuer of the Medal of Honor at Cold
• In this tex.t•. some military and naval titles are omitted to avoid terminological repetitiousness and conserve space.
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H arbor, was to be a division commander again in the Spanish
War.
John G. Parke, an engineer from West Point (No. 2 in 1849),
was a Corps Commander in West and East campaigns who led
Army of Potomac in '64 during absence of Meade. Continuing in
the Regulars, Parke was Superintendent of West Point for a
term.
Daniel T. Van Buren, a member of the 8th President's clan,
taught experimental physics at his alma mater, West Point, after
service in the Mexican War. A captain in 20th New York Militia
in 1861, he was a major-general by brevet before he left the
service in '65 to practise civil engineering.
Martin McMahon, a native of Canada and a Fordham-educated lawyer, was an Indian agent on the West Coast until he
volunteered in 1861. H e became aide-de-camp to General McClellan and, subsequently, adjutant-general and chief of staff, VI
Corps, Army of Potomac. H e was Corporation Attorney of New
York City when he became an organizer of New York Commandcry. He was Senior Vice Commander of the Gommandery three
non-consecutive terms, and Minister to Paraguay 1868-69.
Henry Davies, who fought the R ebels • at Bull Run as Major,
2nd N. Y. Cavalry, was breveted Major-General '64 for services as
commander, 2nd Division, Army of Potomac. Davies wrote several books, notably a biography of General Sheridan.
Egbert Ludovickus Viele, a West Point classmate (1847) of
Ambrose Burnside and A. P. Hill, was a civil engineer in New
York (the original chief engineer of Central Park) and author of
The Hand-book for Active Service, before the Rebellion. From
Captain, Engin eers, 7th New York Militia, Viele became a Brigadier within four months. After the Viele brigade's march on
Norfolk, he was its military governor, 1862-63.
Robert Houston Anderson was, of course, the officer who made
the dutiful attempt to defend the United States Army posts in
Charleston harbor-Fort Moultrie, Castle Pinckney and the unfini shed Sumter-in 1861. Anderson, son of an officer in George
Washington's Army, 1775-83, was a West Point graduate artiller• I t appears that- the Original Companions had no word for their foes
except Rebels.
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Obverse and reverse of medal presented to Major Anderson and each
of other loyal personnel of Fort Sumter's garrison, in the name of the
Chamber of Commerce of New York. Authorities gave the Major the
Freedom of the City in an elegant gold box (illustrated below) . Before
the evacuation of Fort Sumter, Major Anderson had been voted an
elegant sword by officials at Taunton, Mass.; he was presented with
another in Ph.iladelphia, and numerous legislative bodies and societies
made him recipient of additional tokens of admiration. The grave of
General Anderson, who died in France in 1870, is at West Point, as
are graves of Founding Companions Butterfield, Vogdes, Viele.
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yman notable for tr;m $l atiog and adapting French texts on artillery as developed in the Napoleonic wars. He won citations for
services in The Black Hawk, Seminole, and Mexican Wars.
Anderson's being detailed in 1860, when his rank was Major,
Artillery Corps, to command the coast defenses at Char leston
was, as stated succinctly by Ezra J. '.Varner [see Generals in
Blue], an assignment "dictated by both military and political
consider ations: Anderson was a Kentucky-born p roslavery officer
whose wife was a Georgian, but he was also highly competent in
his profession and his loyalty was u nquestioned."
It remains an intriguing question: Could Anderson have
averted the evacuation of Sl.1mter that gave such signal encouragement to spread of the R ebellion? The garrison similarly situated in Fort Pickens at Pensacola Bay in April 1861, upon whom
demands for surrender were made, did not yield. Its defense
nullified the usefulness to the enemy of the most important
Naval base south of Norfolk.
Anderson's orders, sifted down through Secretary of ..War J ohn
Floyd of Virginia *' and Chief of Staff Wi nfield Scott, were vague.
He decided a position at Moultrie was untenable, after secession
was voted by the South Carolina Convention, Dec. 20, and moved
in secrecy to Sumter the nigh t of Dec. 26. The action was denounced by the self-constituted leaders of the secession as a
vioJation of the status quo agreed o n with the Buchanan administration in Washington. R ebel militia seized the abandoned
Moultrie and Castle Pinckney, and a lso set u p shore batteries.
' .Yhen the unarmed mer chant-ship Star of the West, sen t belatedly by the Government with supplies and reenforcemen ts appeared off the harbor J anuary 9, Anderson- having no wish to
provoke war then and there on h is own responsibility-let the
steamer be driven off by Rebel gunfire. But he maintained resistance until April 14, when Rebels had breached the peace with a
thirty-four hour bombardmen t. Deeming further defense suicidal, Anderson exacted terms from the Rebels under which the
Union garrison evacuated the fort-they did not surrender• Whose orders had concentrated U. S. Army guns in Southern arsenals in
anticipation of their capture by the Rebels. He resigned Dec. 29, 1860 to join
the latter, and became a General, C.S.A.

16

First Century 1866-1966

•

with Bags flying and musicians playing "Yankee Doodle." Reaching the liner Baltic, which stood ou tside the h arbor, Anderson
raised the Fort Sumter flag to the masthead for the voyage to
New York.
The reception given him as the first h ero of the war put a
damper on Mayor Fernando W ood's proposal that New York
declare itself independent and neutral. Anderson was promoted
by President Lincoln to Brigadier-General of Regulars, and sent
to command forces in his native Kentucky, where he helped
prevent i ts joining the secession States. But he fell ill and was
inactive from 1862 to 1865. Anderson raised the Stars and Stripes
at Fort Sumter again exactly four years after it had been hauled
down, and retired a Brevet M ajor-General.
Charles H alpine, the Acting Recorder Feb. 16-May 2, 1866, was
a County Meath Irishman who emignited in his twenties to be a
correspondent for T he New York T imes and subsequent editor
and part-owner of the New York Leader. He enlisted i n the 69th
N. Y. I nfantry in 1861, earn ed a commission, and was a staff
officer to,. Generals H unter a nd H alleck before he retired with a
brevet as Brigadier. Burlesque poetr y which Halpine contributed
1862-65 to the New York Herald in the assumed character of an
Irish private, was widely reprinted. A collection of them published in 1866 as Essays, Poems, Speeches, and Banquets, by
Private Miles O'R eilly, late of 47th R egiment, New York Volunteer Infantry, l Oth Army Corps, made "O'Reilly" as memorable

Charles G. Halpine-an engraving with facsimile of h is
signature in National Cyclopedia of American Biography.
H is last years were sp ent as
editor of The Citizen for the
Citizens' Association.
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to a generation of readers as Bill Mauldin's W illie and Joe were
to be at a later date.
Four lines of Halpine verse were immortalized politically
when quoted by Senator R oscoe Conkling in n ominating U. S.
Grant in 1880 for a third term :
When asked what State he hails from,
Our sole reply shall be,
He comes from Appomattox
And its famous apple tree.

Users of New York telephones spoke over and over the name of
the businessman who wen t against the Rebels as Colonel of the
15th New York Infantry, was a Brigadier within three months,

Daniel B~tterfield, Maj. Gen., USV, with ribbon of
the Medal of Honor aroun d his neck. He was a son of
a founder of the historic Overland Mail and of the
American Express Co. H is tomb is at the cemetery of the
Military Academy, West Point.
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and, in 1862, after having recovered from wounds at Gaines's
Mill, was commander of V Corps, Army of Potomac, in the
desperate assaults against Marye's Heights. Daniel Butterfield
effected a profound change in Army bugle music. Though the
General couldn't play or read a note, he knew what he liked. He
didn't like the French L'Extinction des Feux, which was in use in
the U. S. Army."• He felt the signal for "Lights out" should be
soothing-the opposite of Reveille. Prompted by the General, a
brigade bugler, Oliver W. Norton, experimented with new combinations of notes. T he composition chosen by Butterfield for
"Lights out" in his command, beginning in J uly '62, was a~mo_st
immediately associated with military interments. A captam m
the 2nd Artillery, officiating at burial of a soldier, deemed sounding of Taps appropriate. The custom was taken up spo~tane
ously throughout Army of Potomac, and eventually spread m all
services. The Frend1 Army also subsequently replaced its "Taps"
with the Butterfield-Norton composition. However, the U. S.
Army kept L'Extinction des Feux as its "Tattoo." Eventually an
English lyric was written for the new "Taps":
Fades the light,
And afar
Goeth day
Cometh night;
And a star
Leadeth all
Speedeth all
To their rest.

The founding fathers of New York Commandery were quickly
joined by a companion whom they chose as an admirable commander for the post, the most distinguished naval commander in
the war: David Glasgow Farragut. He was installed May 2.
The founders in New York had reason to feel the s~me
urgency as the founders in Philadelphia. New York had not
recovered £ram ferment aroused 1861-65. There had been agitation in 1861 for secession of the City from the Union, with the
• Besides L'Extinction des Feux, said to have been Napoleon's favorite, the
U. S. Army also adopted the French R eveille and Le Rappel.
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Mayor, Fernando Wood, and members of the Common Council
among the advocates of this. More than a thousand persons had
been killed in riots in July 1863 set off by objectors to the
military draft; Meade's veterans of Gettysburg had to b e hurried
to New York to restore order. Five newspapers were denied
mailing privileges because of expressed sympathies for the Southern cause. Fort Lafayette in the harbor already was full of suspected disloyalists and saboteurs when organized "Copperheads"
in New York abetted Confederates during a two-day reign of
terror in November 1864.• That was part of a conspiracy to
take over State governments in the North by coup d'etat and
effect a negotiated peace.
Andrew Johnson had been vilified with Lincoln in the Presidential campaign that same Autumn. And now, in 1866, Northern Radical Republicans were in as bitter opposition to President Johnson's policies as were unreconstructed Democrats in
the South.
On Washington's Birthday, 1866, a mass-meeting was held at
Cooper Union to give public expression to the feel'ings of citizens
regarding the attacks being made on President Johnson for carrying on the policy of free and generous 'restoration' of t he seceded
States that was L incoln's own-enunciated in his Second Inaugural Address, and that Grant had put into four words: "Let us
have peace."
An hour and a half b_efore the meeting began, the hall was
cmwded and an immense concourse filled the square in front of
the Institute, to hear Secretary of State William H. Seward defend
the Administration. He pleaded with dissidents, "There can never
be any successful process for the restoration of the Union,
except by the one with which the President has avowed himself
satisfied. . . . Men whose loyalty may be tried by constitutional
or legislative test, which will apply even to representatives of the
• "Fires occurred simultaneously in several of the hotels of the city, in
Barnum's Museum, among some of the shipping in the harbor, and in a
lumber yard on the North River. A party of eigh t men, headed by one Robert
Kennedy,- who was afterward caught and hanged,-had come to the city for
the express purpose o[ firing all these buildings, hoping to inflict still greater
damage during the confusion and panic likely to arise."- From Leslie's
History of the Greater New York, by Daniel Van Pelt (Arkell Publishing Co.).
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States which h ave been loyal throughout are now standing at the
doors of Congress . . . while Congress passes law after law, imposes burd en after burden, and duty after duty, upon the States
which thus are left without representation."
W hen th e President himself went to the people, facing them
from rostrums in large cities and from railway-car p latforms at
tank-towns, his critics would not let him be heard fairly. Hecklers
planted in audiences egged the President into shouting matches.
Mob action developed at I ndianapolis; shots were fired, and one
man killed.
Yes, there was indeed acute need in 1866 for officers of the
Army, Navy and Marine Corps who, "having aided in maintaining the honor, integrity and supremacy of the Nation al Government at a critical period of its history," to ordain and establish a
permanent association for the purposes and objects hereinafter
set for th .. ."

> ....

Heckler rushing up to shout interruptions of a train platform speech
by President'] ohnson in his swing around the Eastern States, 1866.

Circular No. l, New York Commandery, issued July 30,
listed nine candidates to be voted on in the' stated meeting
August l , at Bancroft House, Broadway and 20th Streets. Stated
meetings, at each of which more companions were received took
place Sept. 5 and Oct. 10.
Among these newcomers were Alfred Pleasanton, great commander of Cavalry Corps, Army of Potomac; Alfred H. Terry, a
Corps commander '62-'64, who was to be a post-Rebellion department commander in the West (the superior of George A.
Custer in 1876) ; Grenville Dodge, who was to be Chief Engineer
in construction of the Union Pacific R.R.; John L. Worden,
Captain of the Monitor in its epochal battle with C.S.S. Virginia
(ex-Merrimac); D r. Alexander B. Mott; surgeon with Army of
Potomac who was with Grant at the surrender negotiations with
Lee, and was one of the founders of Bellevue Hospital; Silas
Casey, wh ose two-volume System of Infantry Tactics was a text
for officers on both sides, and who commanded XXII Corps in
the defenses of Washington; Joseph Bradford Carr, commander
of III Corps that bore the brunt of the fighting the second day at
Gettysburg; Julius Walker Adams, Colonel of 67th New York,
who was postwar chief engineer of Brooklyn 's water and sewage

22
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system and projector of East River Bridge; John C. Beaumont,
Captain of the first monitor, Miantinowah, to transit the Atlantic;
Anson McCook, one of the family that produced 12 Union soldiers, including six generals. (Another of "the Fighting MeCooks," John J., became a Companion in Ne'v York Commandery in 1869.)
Commander Farragut called a special meeting for Oct. 30,
1866, to secure approval of the Commandery's leasing quarters at
No. 9 Brevoort Place (lOth St., near Broadway) . T he first stated
meeting at No. 9 Brevoort Place was on December 5.
That date, eve of St. Nicholas Day, a traditional festive occasion in New York since Dutch colonial days, suggests Dec. 5
meeting was also a "social." The annals of the Commandery are
non·communicative as to what forms of "socials" inclusive of the
distaff side became forerunners of the seasonal dinner-balls, pilgrimages to West Point, opera nights, which later-day compan·
ions were to share with their ladies. Reports of the original
House Committee, C. C. Dodge, W. C. Church and H enry Erben,
are n"ot available.
It is logical that the advent of croquet prompted occasions in
which the Companions' l adies met each other and their husbands'
fellow Companions.
The modern form of medieval paillemaille introduced in the
United States via England in 1866, quickly "infected lawns from
Atlantic to the Mississippi," to use the phraseology of Harper's
Weekly . "Expensive equipment from England was widely purchased." Soon, manufacturers supplied wickets with candle-holders for nigh t-playing because men tolerated mixed doub les, having found, Harper's Weekly said, "croquet was ideal for flirting."
However, the egg-head literary journal, The Nation, in publish·
ing rules and etiquette, instructed ladies that swinging the mallet
between the legs was most improper.

quent Companion and Commander in the New York Commandery. It was well understood that Farragut had been one of
the most important factors in the victory. As master strategist of
naval operations in the Gulf and Mississippi R iver, Farragut had
secured New Orleans, closed off the Delta to Confederate commerce, and proceeded to open up the river to Vicksburg and
insure the success of Grant's siege of that key position. The R iver
campaign cut the Confederacy in half and, with the progressive
effectiveness of the Coastal blockade, withered away the supplies

In July 1866, Congress authorized the ranks of Admiral and
General, tht highest previous ranks having been Vice Admiral
and Lieutenant-GeneraL The Commander of New York Commandery became the first Admiral, U. S. Navy, simultaneously
with confirmation as four-star General of U. S. Grant, a subse-

" .... When you're not dancing or playing croquet with him,
he'll be after you with some boy·hobby or other," said a heroine
in the story, A Summer in Leslie Goldthwaite's Life, published
1866, with this as one illustration. Verses satirizing the sport,
with music by J. R. Thomas, became a popular song.
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of the Confederate armies until Lee and J ohnston could no
longer make stands against Grant and Sherman.
Farragut had received a hero's reception in New York in '63
for his successes at Vicksburg and P ort Hudson. There was an·
other in the City after the conquest, with the Army, of Mobile in
'64. That later occasion, citizens voluntarily raised $50,000 to buy
a home in New York for Farragut, as a repl acement for the one
in Virginia he had given up unhesitatingly in '6I.t Farragut, a
native of Tennessee, was stationed at Norfolk when the Rebellion began. Urged to join those rallying to the Confederacy, he
packed up his Virginia-born wife, and with the son whose name
proved appropriate, Loyall, went to Washington to report for
duty.•
Loyall, who served as a L ieutenant in the Navy, was to become
an Original Companion of New York Commandery; a biographer of his father, The Life and Letters of Admiral Farragut,
(published 1879) ; and Recorder, 1888-9.
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of their gatherings, which served to maintain and extend the
wartime camaraderie, and en able the Hereditary Companions to
form acquaintanceships, most of the meetings in the fifty years
following 1866 were devoted to study of events in the conflict
that were of consequential importance. They were enabled to
obtain first h and information and interpretation from men who
had been decisive participants in the events.
Among generals and admirals who gave personal reminiscences

While· the Original Companions did have attractive social aspects
t Fra.zar Kirkland recorded in Anecdotes and Incidents of the War of the
Rebel/a~ (H:Utfor~: 1866) ; "A few
escape With. hiS fa~1ly, l~vmg, as he

hours only were allowed Farragut for
was compelled to do, all his property
behmd, wh1ch was 1mmed1ately absorbed by the relentless confiscation of the
foe. H e reached the house of a friend, northward of the Potomac, exclaiming
:Here I am, without a farthing, or a place where I can lay my head.' In tbi;
way ~me Farragut to the North-to th~ government to which he gave his
alleg1ance, to the Bag he so nobly upheld m many a fierce conflict with armed
treason."

• At Mobile Bay, Farragut's flagship, Hartford, was in double column
U.S.S. M_etacomet, commanded by James J . Jouett (who was to be an
Ongmal Compan•on of M.O.L.L.U.S., New York]. The monitor T ecumseh,
leading the advance, hit a Rebel mine and went down with nearly all on
board. The Brookly-n, which was ahead of the Hartford, wavered, stopped,
and began to back up. Farragut hailed her: "What's the trouble?" "Torpedoes," replied the captain. Whereupon Farragut shouted one of the most
memorable phrases in history: "Damn the torpedoes! Full speed, Jouett! Four
bells, Captain Drayton!" The Union fleet proceeded to run the forts guarding
the Channel, to'"tapture an ironclad ram and four gunboats, and insure fall of
the forts .• (Percival Drayton, Captain of the Hartford, was the brother of
Rebel MaJ. Gen. Thomas Drayton.)
alo.n~ide

Clinging to the shrouds of his Bagsh.ip, H~rt{01·d, as show_n in this contemporary drawing, and thus makmg h1mself a co~spLCuous. target,
Farragut directed his squadron past _Fort Morgan a~d mto Mob1le Bay.
U.S.S. Tecumseh, in the lead, had hit a torpedo (mme) and the second
in line, Brooklyn, had swerved. Then Farragut shouted his famous
order, "Captain Drayton, go aheadl Damn the torpedoes! Go onl"
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at . New York Commandery meetings besides Admiral Farragut
were William T ecumseh Sherman, • Oliver 0. Howard, Ely S.
Patker, Horace Porter, Adelbert Ames, Grenville Dodge, Peter
Michie, Martin T. McMahon, D. S. Stanley, Francis A. Walker,
Casper G. GoodriCh, J. W. Clous, Edward H. Ripley, John R.
Br~oke, J~s~ua L. Chamberlain, Joseph B. Coghlan, George w.
Baud, Wllham W. Wherry, Frederick T. Locke, John Cochrane, James G. Wilson, Wager Swayne, Henry L. Burnett, Stew~rt L. Woodford and George Haven Putnam, who, as a captured
heutenant, was confined at notorious Libby Prison, Richmond.
Recollections of a number of other original companions are in
the volumes, published by the New York Commandery in 1891,
1897, 1907 and 1912 respectively. These, together with similar
co!lections of speeches and papers published by other Gommandenes_ of M.O.L.L.U.S. were to constitute a set •• more comprehensively revelatory of strategy and tactics than the treasured set,
Ba~tles ~nd Leaders of the Civil War that brought together
arti~le,s m The Century M agazine 1884-87. There is some suggestiOn that the M.O.L.L.U.S. publications inspired The Century
. • Al~ougb General S?erman_'s name was associated with the phrase, "War
•s hell, he made clear h1s reaction. to those manipulators of public opinion in
post-~ar years, w~o promoted an Impression the Civil War was not a struggle
m wh1ch the Umon was actuated by high principle but a ruthless political
misadvent~re. "We vete?ns b:lieve that in 1861-5 w~ fought a holy' war, with
;Ibsolute ng~t on our s1de, .wllh pure patriotism, with reasonable skill, and
that we achieved a result which enabled the United States of America to
r~sume her glorious career in the interest of all mankind, after an interrup·
tion of four years by as needless a war as ever affiicted a people." Another
famous phrase associated with General Sherman had been bespoken earlier
when pr:ssed to acc~pt a "draft" as Republ ican nominee for President: "If
an;' n~mmated I will not accept. If I am elected, I will not serve." This
reJe~t•on, the most unequivocal ever uttered by a man put forward as a
P~es1denti~l possibility, is made understandable by what Sherman wrote to a
friend. Mmdful of what had happened to his old Commander Grant
Sherman told the friend, "I would account myself a fool, a madman, ~n ass, t~
embark anew, at 65 years of age, in a career that at any moment may be
tempest-tossed by the perfidy, the defalcation, the dishonesty or neglect of one

i

of a hundred thousand subordinates ..."
•• About fifty ~f these M.O.L.L.U.S. volumes are found in such research
resources ~f h~storians .and biographers as New-York Historical Society, New
York Pubhc Library, Library of Congress.
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series. The first edition of the latter in book form made special
acknowledgement to "the Massachusetts Commandery of the
Loyal Legion, to whose complete set of the Gardner and Brady
photos, as well as other material, access has often been had from
the beginning of the series."
One of the m ost distinguished speakers to New York Commandcry departed from war reminiscen ce to give an eloquent account
of the purposes of M.O.L.L.U.S. and tribute to its accomplishments: he was Rutherford B. H ayes, President of the United
States 1877- 1881. We deem it fitting to reprint the address in this
volume commemorating the 100th anniversary of the New York
Commandery, of which three Presidents of the United States
have been Companions, U. S. G rant, Hoover and Dwight D.
Eisenhower. (Presidents H ayes, Arthur, H arrison, McKinley
were members of other Commanderies.)
As indicated in another page, General Grant was one of the
Commanders of New York Commandery between Admiral Farragut's death and 1906. This list included Generals Heintzelman,
Franklin, Sharpe, Schofield, Slocum, Shaler, Pol'ter, Molineaux,
Swayne, Dodge, Burnett, Hubbard; Admiral Schley; Commodore
Engle. A number of other generals, admirals and commodores
were Senior Vice Commanders. All Commanders and Senior Vice
Commanders before 1930 were Original Companions.
New York Commandery was incorporated in its 50th
anniversary year by Act of the State Legislature designated as
Chapter 389 of the L aws of 1906. By this special act the Legislature confirmed that the Commandery, through its patriotic and
ed ucational activities, was performing an important function.
In 1906, N ew York Commandery had 1,095 of the approximate
15,000 national (and internati onal) membership of M.O.L.L.U.S. Of this New York Commandery total, 680 were Original
Companions. T his number is not surprising, considering the
youthfulness of so many of the soldiers and sailors in 1865. Large
numbers had entered the service under 18. • Several became gen• Burke Davis gives in Our I ncredible Civil War (Holt, Rinehart &
Winston: 1960) these figures: More than 1,000,000 Union soldiers were 18 and
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erals before twenty-one, including Galusha Pennypacker, a
Medal of Honor awardee who was breveted rnajor-general before
old enough to vote.
Companion Louis J. de Milhau recalled in 1966 then there
were four stated meetings of the Commandery a year, always at
Delmonico's restaurant. Commandery quarters in those days
were at 140 Nassau Street. The meetings and convivial dinners
were stag, and were generally white-tie, but Colonel de Milhau
remembered one old-timer who always wore a double-breasted
frock coat with large, scarlet bow tie. Original Companions were
distinguishable from Hereditary Companions by i nsignia having
the colors of the ribbons reversed, i.e., with blue center. "None
but Companions were admitted to the rooms where elections of
Officers, and of Companions, were held. Feelings sometimes rose
h igh among the old-timers, and black-balls were used frequently,
so the rule was that candidates could not be present at a meeting
where their candidacies were under consideration."
In those days dinners were free to Original and Hereditary
Companions. Mess call was sounded by a bugler from Fort Jay.
A gallery at one end of the dining-room enabled ladies to sit, chat,
and watch their menfolk below enjoy themselves. "The speakers
invariably included them in speeches, with such remarks as 'The
Angels above us.' The ladies were kept quiet during the speeches
with ice cream and cake," Colonel de Milhau remembers. •
. At the conclusions of meetings in those days, it was customary
for all present to join hands and sing Auld L ang Syne.
SIXTY-FOUR years after Appomattox, 1929, the New York Commandery still had 57 Original Companions in the muster-roll of
429 members. The last Original Companion, Charles N. Swift,
died in 1938, when veterans of World War I were numbered
under; about 800,()00 were 17 and under; 200,000 were 16 and under; 100,000
were 15 and under; 300 were 13 or under-most as lifers or drummers, but
regularly enrolled, and sometimes fighters-as was John L. Clem, a sergeant at
eleven.
• The Dames~of the Loyal Legion, originally a State society in Illinois, was
chartered as a National Society in Washington, D. C., in 1899. The New York
Society was formed in 1907.

First Century 1866-1966

29

among the Hereditary Companions. One of these was the distinguished historical novelist, James Warner Bellah. He also was
included in the 52 Companions of New York Commandery who
were in World War II with General of the Army Dwight D.
Eisenhower, General of the Army Douglas MacArthur, son of
Original Companion Arthur MacArthur; • and Fleet Admiral
Chester Nimitz, General Omar Bradley.
New York Commandery, with regular transfusions from new
generations-it now has great-great-grandsons among its young
H ereditary Companions-is continuing spiritedly and wholeheartedly the tradit ions and responsibilities with which it was
endowed by the Original Companions. To paraphrase a credo
p ublished by the National Commandery, it looks to succeeding
generations to hold high the standard in years ahead; to maintain sturdy growth, vigilant, vigorous protection and extension of
true American principles. M.O.L.L.U.S., with its Companions'
activities as sterling, patriotic influences in their communities,
constitutes a living monument, a most worth.}' one, to their
forefathers and an inspiration to their sons.
As summarized by Commander Thomas N. McCarter 3rd, New
York Commandery's regular activities include conducting historical and patriotic education through addresses, lectures, discussions; participating in programs of other patriotic organizations;
issuing publications (such as this one) u sed for reference at
important libraries and schools; taking a leading part in observances and celebrations of significant anniversaries.
Besides regular monthly meetings (July and August excluded)
of Officers of the Commandery, at Commandery headquarters,
the Commandery has an annual Book and Author Luncheon;
Lincoln's Birthday Dinner-Ball; annual recreational visit to West
Point, with luncheon, review of the Cadet Battalion, dinner;
annual Spring and F all Dinner meetings with important speakers
• Arthur MacArthur was Lieutenant-Adjutant of the 24th Wisconsin at 17,
and a year later was Major. He commanded a regiment in the bloody battles
of Resaca and Franklin; was thrice wounded; and won a Medal of Honor at
Missionary Ridge. Remaining in the Regulars, he was Military Governor of
the Philippines l90Q-OI, and Lieutenant·Gcneral 1906.
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chosen from among newsmakers. Some of those who have addressed the Com.mandery in recent years are Elvis ]. Stahr, Jr.,
Secretary of the Army; Maj. Gen. H erbert D. Gibson; Hon.
Henry J. Taylor; Lieut. Gen. Bertrand T. F ay; Alexander P. De
Seversky. Guest-speakers at Book and Author Luncheons have
included the b est-seller annalist of the Civil War, Bruce Catton.
In concluding this commentary on the first centu ry of New
York Commandery, M.O.L.L.U.S., it seems appropriate to quote,
as a rousing call for a second century, lines written by Michael
O'Connor for R eveille:
Fall! fall in! fall in!
Every man in his place,
Fall in! fall in! fall in!
Each with a cheerful face,
Fall in! fall in!

-CLARK KI NNAIRD •

NOTES
• M.O.L.L. U.S. is the oldest national organization of veterans
of the War of the Rebellion or their descendants. I t had its inception April 15, 1865, in The Commandery of the Stale of Pennsylvania. The second Commandery, ours in New York, was
chartered J anuary 17, 1866. First post of the Grand Army of the
. Republic was organized April 6, 1866, at Decatur, Ill.; the nation al organization followed.
• A joint resolution of Congress granted the Loyal Legion the
right to wear its insigni?- on occasions of ceremony.
• Henry L. Stimson: Secretary of State under Hoover, and
Secretary of War under F. D. Roosevelt, was admitted as a
Companion in 1921.
• Compan ion Clark Kinnaird is Editor of Special Services at King Features
Syndicate, and a historian whose newest book is George Washington: The
Pictorial Biography, published by Hastings House, New York. His Your
America series in the N ew York World journal Tribune, Des Moines
Register and other newspapers nationally, h~ won him awards from Free·
doms Foundation; National Society, Children of the American Revolution;
Sons of the American R evolution. He is a Fellow of the International Insti·
Lute of Arts and Letters.
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• Ely Samuel Parker, Sachem of the Seneca· tribe, who became
Grant's military secretary and wrote at Appomattox the official
copies of the document that ended the war, became a Companion
in 1887.
• Admiral D. G. Farragut's famous flagship, Hartford, 2790
tons, 226 feet by 43 feet, armed with twen ty-two 9-inch smoothbore guns in broadside and two 20-pounder Parrott rifles, survived post-war destruction. She was towed to Washington in 1939
to be the nucleus of a Naval Museum.

