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As the end of another calendar year approaches we look with hope to the New
Year. Dam levels are quite high - Burrinjuck 73%, Blowering 34%, Dartmouth 85%,
Hume 61% and Eucumbene 56% (as at December 19th), but most are falling, as
would be expected as the irrigation season progresses.
We were disappointed with the recently announced round of buybacks by the
Department of Environment in the southern NSW catchments of the Lower Darling,
Murray and Murrumbidgee.
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On a brighter note, NSW Irrigators Council facilitated a tour of the Snowy Hydro
scheme and storages. Iva will give an overview in the next newsletter.

Inside this issue:

Finally we would like to wish you all a healthy and happy Christmas. We hope the
New Year brings a tremendous finish to the irrigation season and that 2015 brings
good rains and commodity prices!
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Happy Jacks Pondage across the Tumut River
NSW and Federal Water Representatives
The new Deputy Director General Water for NSW has been announced as Gavin
Hanlon, who commences duties at the end of January 2015. He was Managing
Director of Goulburn Murray Water in Victoria, so has a very solid background in
water management.
Meanwhile, with the recent reshuffle of the Federal ministry, former Parliamentary
Secretary for Water Senator Simon Birmingham has moved to the Education
portfolio. The Hon Bob Baldwin (the member for Patterson NSW) has been made
the Parliamentary Secretary for the Environment. We are still awaiting the
announcement of the new MDBA Chairman, which can not be far off as current
chairman Craig Knowles departs in January 2015.
NSW Irrigators Council Call for Further Cuts to Electricity Network Charges
Following from the Australian Energy Regulator's Draft Determination that
Essential Energy's requested Weighted Cost Of Capital, Capital Expenditure and
Operational Expenditure levels for the next 4 year determination period be reduced
from the levels requested by the company, NSWIC has urged the Regulator to cut
further in its Final Determination due in April 2015.
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Review of the Water Act 2007 report
Last week the report on the Review of the Water Act 2007
was tabled. The panel made 23 recommendations in the
report, including:



simplifying the processes for amending and accrediting
state water resource plans;



providing the Commonwealth Environmental Water
Holder with greater flexibility in using the proceeds of water
trade to deliver environmental outcomes; and
the next scheduled review of the Water Act to occur in
2024 and for the Murray-Darling Basin Plan to be reviewed
in 2026.
The
Government
will
immediately
implement
recommendations 11 and 18 which call for further work to
streamline various Water Charge Rules and water
information reporting requirements with the aim of cutting
red tape. The Federal Government will respond formally to
all recommendations in the New Year.

YACTAC news
Helen Waudby from Murray LLS Billabong Creek project
team spent two days in the field with Jim Parrett in late
November, viewing the boxthorn work, weir removal, and
willow debris disposal. She said “the boxthorn control
trial work is going really well, and it was fantastic to see
the extensive work being done by Jim and Matt Wooden
from CMCC”.

Jindabyne Releases into Snowy River

As reported by Jim at the AGM, there is concern about the timing of some of the on-ground works, including the
willow debris burning. As a result some of the time-frames and payment due dates have been revised “in order to
adhere to obligations for burn off times”. The new dates are: Boxthorn control trial was to be complete by 18/12/2014
(there is funding for follow-up control from Spring 2015). Removal of Two Mile and Wanganella Homestead Weirs by
February 27/02/2015. Prioritised willow debris piles burning by end of May 2015.
Murrumbidgee Groundwater Inc News
Following are issues raised at a meeting held in November between Prem Kumar & Nimal Kulatunga (State Water),
Richard, Murray and Iva. Prem is now the team leader of the southern inland groundwater team. This team has four
hydro-geologists: two are based in Wagga and two in Albury. Nimal, based in Albury, is the hydro-geologists for the
lower Murrumbidgee, Upper Murray & Billabong Creek.
The graph on the next page shows the annual extractions from the Lower Murrumbidgee Deep Aquifer. Lower
Murrumbidgee has an Extraction Limit (EL) of 270,000ML, which was exceeded 3 times in the past 8 seasons. In the
2006_07 season nearly 350,000ML were pumped, however 40,000 of this was supplementary water so the EL was
exceeded by around 30,000ML. Just a reminder, only one year remains for access to supplementary water.
The Murrumbidgee Groundwater Water Sharing Plan (WSP) will expire on June 30 2017. In mid 2015 the Natural
Resource Commission (NRC) will undertake a review of the WSP and will seek submissions from stakeholders- MGI
will play a key role in this. State Water aim is to have the WSP align with the MDBA Water Resource Plan which is
due in 2019.
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Murrumbidgee Groundwater Inc News (continued)
NSW Office of Water (NOW) is updating their website, with the aim of having all groundwater information, monitoring
(telemetry and the manual read sites) and reports easily accessible on-line. It is hoped this will site will be ready to go
live early in the New Year. NOW is also hoping to launch a new mobile App, which will enable users to look at real
time data associated with the site.

Annual Groundwater Extractions - Lower Murrumbidgee Deep
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MDBA - Constraints Management Strategy Annual Report (from NSWIC weekly update)
The MDBA has released an annual report on its Constraints Management Strategy (CMS) - despite the fact that the
Authority has only completed pre-feasibility on overcoming natural, man-made and management constraints in the
Basin to engineer its ultimate aim of running flows of 80GL per day at the South Australian border to achieve its
environmental watering targets - including keeping the Murray Mouth open.
The Strategy understandably has caused disbelief in Basin communities - many of whom have spent the last year
advising the MDBA that their model for causing "controlled minor flooding" is based on inaccurate assumptions and
unrealistic expectations on how flows can be coordinated to achieve minor flooding without 3rd party impacts.
NSWIC CEO Mark McKenzie said the Strategy shows that the MDBA is arrogantly committed to its model no matter
what consequences this has for river communities, and despite the fact that it is not yet certain whether the water
recovered for environmental flows in the 2750 GL claw back of water in the Basin Plan can be effectively delivered let alone the 450GL of up-water prematurely assumed in the Constraints Management Strategy. Chairman Richard
Stott said NSWIC intends meeting with Federal Parliamentary Secretary for the Environment as a matter of urgency
to discuss the CMS and strongly urge the Government to block any move to implement it until it is certain that there
will be no 3rd party impacts from deploying flood level flows down the System - as previously committed to. NSWIC
will also be requesting NSW Water Minister, Kevin Humphries, not to support moving the CMS to a feasibility level
investigation until the issue of 3rd party impacts and regional irrigation communities concerns are satisfactorily dealt
with.
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NSW Metering Scheme update- Joanna Linehan (SW)
State Water (SW) have recently completed the first stage of the NSW Metering Scheme in the Murrumbidgee, which
involved the installation of 600 meters to ensure 95 percent of extractions in the regulated system are metered.
Funded as part of the Australian Government’s Sustainable Rural Water Use and Infrastructure Initiative, through the
NSW Sustaining the Basin Program, State Water are currently scoping and planning the next phase of the project,
which will complete the remainder of the Murray, Murrumbidgee and lower Darling valleys. The NSW Metering
Scheme will help southern NSW to comply with the National Water Metering Standards by 2018. For landholders and
irrigators this will mean improved water security and delivery, with less water wasted.
Murrumbidgee Private Irrigators have raised a number of issues and questions relating to policies, process and
procedures. State Water responses to the five major issues raised by the MPI members are addressed below.
Site fences: The procedure for site fence installations has been updated. All sites installed as part of the project will
now have a fence installed. If a customer requests NOT to have a site fence installed, it will require a signature on the
Works Approval Acknowledgement form. Any site that has already been installed, which does not currently have a
site fence and you believe there should be a fence, could you please notify State Water with your concerns by
phoning 1300 662 077.
The Meter Service Charge: State Water’s prices, including the meter service charge, are determined by the
Australian Competition & Consumer Commission (ACCC). Charges will vary depending on the size and type of meter
installed. The new water meters and their installation are being installed at no cost to the works approval holder;
however the meters will be subject to an annual maintenance and service charge. The maintenance and service
charge is applied to cover the cost of maintaining the meters in accordance with the National Metering Standards. As
the meters are owned and maintained by SW, any meter maintenance or associated ancillary works to the meter,
must go through SW. If you directly engage a contractor, it will be at your own expense. Please report any
maintenance issues to the SW customer information line on 1300 662 077 or through your local CFO.
Telemetry: SW have had a number of issues in getting functional telemetry data to their customers. A great deal of
work has been done to getting the telemetry system working. SW are currently trialling a number of sites, which are
receiving data on a regular basis. Following the successful trial, it is intended that the trial will then be rolled out further
across the valley.
Communications: Meaningful communications and consultation is key in a project of this size and nature. Following
the completion of the Murrumbidgee and Murray Pilot installations a comprehensive “lessons learnt” process was
undertaken. It was identified that improvement was needed in a number of areas. Increased communication and
consultation was undertaken in the recent mid-Murray installation, with feedback from customers positive. SW will
continue to refine procedures throughout the next stage of installations.
Review of meter accuracy: SW commissioned a case study in 2013 to independently test meters installed through
the NSW Metering Scheme for quality assurance as part of the evaluation ahead of further installations. Tests were
conducted by Thiess Services Pty Ltd on eight properties. The Thiess test rig water meter has been used extensively
throughout the irrigation industry. The meter performs in-situ testing within ±1% accuracy. Results indicated the
meters installed by SW are, on average, under reading by 1.10% compared to the Thiess test unit. In-situ testing in
the field requires accuracy of ±5% as per the National Framework for Non-Urban Water Metering.
The meters have been installed to comply with recently introduced
metering standards that ensure the flow at the meter is stable and
ensures optimal accuracy in a field application.

Test

Result

Percentage

1

SWC under

2.88%

The tests were carried out across a range of sites with varying
water quality and turbidity levels, including water with reasonably
high turbidity near Moulamein. The new meters will be subject to a
routine maintenance plan to maintain accuracy over their life.

2

SWC under

2.56%

3

SWC under

1.91%

4

SWC under

0.54%

Should you require further information regarding the in-situ
testing, please contact your local CFO.

5

SWC over

0.13%

6

SWC under

0.16%

7

SWC over

1.24%

8

SWC under

2.09%

Average

SWC under

1.10%

For further information on the NSW Metering Scheme, please visit
www.statewater.com.au or contact Jack Chubb (Senior Project
Manager) on 0419 601 615 or jack.chubb@statewater.com.au
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