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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE        
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, 

CALIFORNIA HELD JANUARY 27, 2015.   
 
Mayor Brown called the City Council, Parking Authority, and Housing Authority meetings to order 
jointly and concurrently at 6:05 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 4455 W. 126th Street, 
Hawthorne, California.      
    
ROLL CALL-Present:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.    
  Absent:  None. 
 
Patricia Donaldson gave the evening’s invocation.  Alex Gurfinkel led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Human Resources Director David Roberts presented a video of local residents’ homes that were decorated 
for the holidays. Also presented was a video highlighting employees who reached their anniversary dates.    
 
Finance Director Rickey Manbahal discussed the Internal Control policies as it relates to the Second Unaudited 
Financial Report.    
 

1. 
 
Under oral communications Dr. Mark Newell, Principal Hawthorne High School, spoke on current 
programs taking place at the high school such as their Engineering, Criminal Justice and Visual and 
Performing Arts Academies and also their International Baccalaureate program.  Patricia Donaldson, 
Hawthorne Chamber of Commerce, announced that the State of the City luncheon will be held on March 
13th at the Hawthorne Memorial Center.  Thanked Council for coming to the Christmas party and helping 
out in giving away toys and food.  Thanked Council for their support during a recent family tragedy.  
Stated that the Chamber Political Action Committee (PAC) had been resolved.  Thierry Lubenec 
thanked Mayor Brown for donating the $250 that is needed to pay for a room at the Memorial Center in 
order to hold the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life Survivor Event and Relay Kickoff on 
February 14th.   Gordon Mego spoke on ways to improve the civic center in order to enhance the 
downtown area.  Announced events being put on by the Historical Society, including a pancake breakfast 
on February 28th and Good Neighbor’s Day on July 18th.  Frances Stiglich spoke on cleaning up the city 
by getting rid of massage parlors and adult businesses.  Lily Fernandez invited the community to meet 
Ace Medical Group’s newest doctor, Ashok Kumar, on February 4th at 4477 W. 118th Street, Ste 200.  
Leithelle Willams spoke on getting more public transportation such as local shuttles, in the city.  Feels it 
is time to get a hospital up and running on the site of the former RFK hospital and also a mall.  Reported 
that the Parent Council for the Hawthorne School District is working to have uniforms for the students by 
January 2016.  Darlene Love announced that a clinic is in the process of being built at 20601 El Segundo.   

2. 
 
Mayor Brown recessed the Parking Authority and Housing Authority meetings to conduct the meeting of 
the City Council. 

3. 
Mayor Brown moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, that the reading of the City Council 
minutes of the regular meeting of September 23, 2014 be waived and that they be approved and adopted. 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.      
                       NOES:  None.      

4. 
 
Mayor Brown moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, to waive full readings of resolutions and 
ordinances on January 27, 2015’s agenda.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.        
                        NOES: None.     
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5. 
The City Treasurer submitted a financial statement regarding warrants.  
 
            Warrants Nos.:  124211-124528  ; 444565-444765 ;  29410-29833 ; 10047-10048  ;   
             1011-1016. 
  

Warrant Totals:  $675,421.26     ; $771,561.81 ; $ 734,089.17 ; $ 12,324.54 ;  
$109,150.00. 
 

Mayor Brown moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, that the following warrants, properly 
audited and signed, be paid. 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.          
                        NOES:  None.            

 
RESOLUTIONS  

 
6. 

RESOLUTION NO. 7683 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL, OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA 
APPROVING THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
HAWTHORNE AND THE HAWTHORNE MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES' ASSOCIATION ("HMEA") 
EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2014 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016 (“MOU”) AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE SAID MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.   
 
Mayor Brown moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, that Resolution 7683 be approved and 
adopted with changes to certain designated positions from non-classified to classified.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.   
                  NOES:  None.   

7. 
RESOLUTION NO. 7685 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL, OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA 
ISSUING A WRITTEN PUBLIC REPORT DESCRIBING THE MEASURES UNDERTAKEN TO 
ALLEVIATE THE CONDITION WHICH LED TO THE ADOPTION OF THE URGENCY 
ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO THE MORATORIUM ON MASSAGE ESTABLISHMENTS.   
 
Mayor Brown moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, that Resolution 7685 be approved and 
adopted.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.   
                  NOES:  None.   

8. 
           

RESOLUTION NO. 7686 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL, OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA A 
CALIFORNIA PROCLAIMING THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY AS “NATIONAL TEEN DATING 
VIOLENCE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION MONTH” IN HAWTHORNE.  
 
Mayor Brown moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, that Resolution 7686 be approved and 
adopted.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.   
                  NOES:  None.   
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PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 

9. 

City Clerk Huber announced that this was the time and place for the Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 
2085 - City-initiated extension of the 45-day urgency interim moratorium (Ord. No. 2084) on the 
permitting of new massage establishments for an additional 10 months and 15 days.   

Planning Department’s declaration publication filed. No written communications were received.    

 
Mayor Brown called for public comments. 

Under oral comments, no one expressed a desire to be heard.   

Mayor Brown ordered to close the public portion of the hearing.  MOTION CARRIED. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2085  
 

AN INTERIM URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA, EXTENDING THE MORATORIUM ON MASSAGE 
ESTABLISHMENTS IN ANY ZONE FOR AN ADDITIONAL 10 MONTHS AND 15 DAYS.  

 
Mayor Brown moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, that Ordinance No. 2085 be approved and 
adopted.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Vargas, Valentine, Mayor Brown.      
          NOES:  None.    

 
The City Manager, Michael Goodson, presented the following agenda and requested approval of the 
indicated recommendations:  

10. 
Approve to receive and file FY 14-15 Second Quarter Unaudited Financial Report.   
 

11. 
 
Approve to receive and file the Elected Official Stipend & City Sponsored Events Activity as of 
December 2014. 
 

12. 
 
Approve to Purchase of (1) non-marked vehicle for Police Department service from Culver City Toyota  
for payment of $31,626.20   

13. 
 
Approve Progress Payment #8 due to All American Asphalt for Hawthorne Boulevard Mobility 
Improvement Project (#10-02) MTA PC25-LAF3109, Measure R MR312.44, in the amount of $ 
826,408.04. 

14. 
 
Approve Progress Payment #1 due to HYM Engineering for Demolition of City owned property located at 
12711 & 12717 Hawthorne Boulevard (Project #14-07). 
 
 
Councilmember Reyes English moved, seconded by Mayor Brown, to approve items 10 through 14 of the 
City Manager’s consent calendar.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.   
                      NOES:  None.     
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15. 
 

The City Attorney, Russell Miyahira, presented the following agenda and requested denial of the indicated 
recommendation: 
 
Claim of Hermine Helfy, Steven Hegedusch and Fred Hegedusch arising out of accident that killed 
Claimants’ mother, Rosa Hegedusch at intersection of 138th Street and Washington Avenue on July 9, 
2014.     
 
Councilmember Reyes English moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, that the claim filed on 
behalf of Claimant Hermine Helfy, Steven Hegedusch and Fred Hegedusch arising out of accident that 
killed Claimants’ mother, Rosa Hegedusch at intersection of 138th Street and Washington Avenue on July 
9, 2014 be denied in its entirety.     
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.        
            NOES:  None.    
 

16.  
a.- Kiwanis request of waiver of all City fees to conduct annual carnival 2015. (City Manager) 
 
Councilmember Reyes English moved, seconded by Councilmember Vargas, to waive all City fees to 
conduct annual carnival 2015.  
 
Mayor Brown, Councilmember Valentine and City Manager Goodson recused themselves from this item 
due to a perceived conflict of interest because they are either members or honorary members of the 
Kiwanis.   
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Vargas.        
            NOES:  None.   ABSENT: Councilmember Valentine, Mayor Brown.   
 
 
b.- Direct staff to study and independently evaluate the Business Incubator Feasibility Study prepared by 
Dave Hopkins, as well as to consider other alternatives with a recommendation as to whether the City 
should launch a Business Incubator.    (Valentine)  
 
Councilmember Valentine cited reasons such as being close to major freeways, the beach and LAX as 
reasons for the high tech cluster of businesses that have sprouted in Playa Vista.  Hawthorne too has all of 
this plus lower cost leased space and its own airport with flights to Silicon Valley.  These indicators 
would be a good reason to see if the city should move forward with a business incubator.   
 
Councilmember Valentine moved, seconded by Mayor Brown, that staff be directed to independently 
evaluate the Business Incubator Feasibility Study prepared by Dave Hopkins, as well as consider other 
alternatives with a recommendation as to whether the City should launch a Business Incubator.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmember Valentine, Mayor Brown.        
            NOES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Vargas.      
 

17. 
Under Elected Official Reports and Recommendations.  

 
City Treasurer Patterson reminded everyone that tax season has begun and there are a number of free 
resources that exist for citizens to do their taxes such as IRS sponsored workshops and through AARP.           
 
City Clerk Huber reported that there was another power outage in North Hawthorne following last 
week’s meeting and suggested inquiring to Solar City, a company that has a warehouse in Hawthorne, 
about energy alternatives; also suggested buying a generator from Costco.  Spoke on Nextdoor, a private 
social network that allows you to communicate with your neighbors.  Reported that the Historical Society 
is in the midst of selecting the Hall of Fame for this year.  Announced that the Hawthorne Parks and 
Recreation Foundation golf tournament will be held on March 30th.  Requested that the city calendar get 
back up and running.   
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Councilmember Vargas commended the Hollyglen Homeowners Association for their Movies in the Park 
event but expressed concern that the city is making it difficult for groups to hold events by asking for 
permit fees and business licenses.  Asked that the City Manager and Human Resources director look into 
the Economic Development Director position to see what it consists of, how many cities have one, salary, 
etc. and what the function is in order to see if this is an appropriate solution for us to improve the city 
economically.    
 
Councilmember Michelin requested that Chief Fager focus in and put available resources on illegal 
activity on Imperial Hwy.  Reported on attending the Hollyglen Homeowners Association meeting. 
Requested a report from the Public Works Director regarding shuttle transportation on the boulevard.  
Directed that the City Manager hold at least two public hearings, in the evening after five, before the 
Specific Plan is approved.  Spoke in support of uniforms for children in the Hawthorne School District.  
She asked that the Acting Economic Development Director call Playa Vista businesses to tell them about 
office space in Hawthorne.  Would also like to see the city calendar come back.           
 
Councilmember Reyes English wants to make sure that businesses and organizations are being attended 
to in an efficient manner when they come looking for licenses and permits for events.  Would like the 
Planning Department to come up with a game plan to address the Economic Development position.  
Regarding the Annual City Address, stated that we should not lose focus on what that Address means, 
which is to address what is currently happening or not happening in the city and to provide a service to 
the people of the city, not a cost.  She wants to make sure that the City Manager provides either through 
additional tables and or collaboration with other sponsors providing tables, a seat so that the people of 
Hawthorne can attend this event without cost.  Supports a local shuttle along our major corridors.  Is 
working on Metro issues regarding dedicated bus lines that don’t go far enough to 120th and Van Ness.  
Wants to know the status of our homeless count that was done by the County and what was our response.  
Spoke on participating in the MLK parade and thanked all those that provided a service on MLK Day.   
 
Councilmember Valentine spoke on the current measles outbreak and encouraged citizens to educate 
themselves on how to prevent this disease.  Reported on attending the League of California Cities in 
Sacramento last week where several policy committees met and strategized.  Asked that the City Manager 
have our department heads populate some of those policy committees because they are all useful.    
Expressed disappointment that the business incubator was voted down, but is happy to see that Council is 
looking into the possibility of getting an Economic Developer Director.       
 
Mayor Brown stated that he agrees we need to loosen up a little on the permit process.  Reported that 
Volvo is looking for a place to put a new design center and he will be meeting with them next week.  
There are also restaurants that are looking to come here.            
    

18.    
 

This closed session was moved to the special meeting agenda at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Closed Session: Conference with Labor Negotiators  pursuant to Subdivision (a) of Section 54957.6 of 
the California Government Code. Name of Labor Negotiator: Human Resources Director, David Roberts 
(re: HMEA).  

19. 
 

This closed session was not held at this time 
 

Closed Session – Conference with Labor Negotiator pursuant to Subdivision (a) of Section 54957.6 of the 
California Government Code.  Name of Labor Negotiator:  Michael Goodson (re: Hawthorne Executive 
Group). 

20. 
 

Mayor Brown recessed the City Council meeting to conduct a Closed Session: Pursuant to Government 
Code Section 54957, Public Employee Performance Evaluation, Title: City Manager. 
 
Mayor Brown called the City Council meeting back to order following recess with all Councilmembers 
present.  He announced that the closed session was to discuss Pursuant to Government Code Section 
54957, Public Employee Performance Evaluation, Title: City Manager.  The City Attorney stated that  
staff has been instructed.    
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21. 

 
Councilmember Valentine adjourned the regular meeting in memory of Maurice DeWitt Harper at  
8:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 ___________________________ 
Norbert Huber      
City Clerk  
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