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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE        
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, 

CALIFORNIA HELD JUNE 9, 2015.   
 
Mayor Brown called the City Council, Parking Authority, and Housing Authority meetings to order 
jointly and concurrently at 6:09 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 4455 W. 126th Street, 
Hawthorne, California.      
    
ROLL CALL-Present:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.     
  Absent:  None.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Valentine presented Certificates of Appreciation to Hawthorne High senior Interact Club 
members Sebastian Gonzalez and Jose Diego for their participation in Pedal for Polio.  The students rode 
their bicycles from Manhattan Beach to San Francisco to raise money for polio vaccinations in 
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Nigeria.  Fellow senior Christopher Rendon and teacher Huy Hoang, who also 
participated but were not able to attend tonight, also received Certificates.   
 
Nina Choe and Ric Abranson of Street Stories gave a presentation of how they make over small 
businesses, telling their stories by combining research, programs, space, visual communication and 
environmental responsiveness.  They want to give small businesses a new resource primarily through 
creating street presence through storefronts. 
 

1. 
 
Under oral communications Pat Springer, who is on the Advisory Committee for the New Star Family 
Justice Center, announced that there will be a workshop at the Memorial Center on June 26th identifying, 
investigating and prosecuting domestic violence and sexual assault strangulation cases.  Gordon Mego 
reported that the petition drive that is going on to get a hospital in the city has gone over the 3,000 
signature mark.  Announced that the Historical Society of Centinela Valley will be putting on their annual 
barbeque dinner and event on June 14th.  Frances Stiglich spoke regarding a check she wrote to the 
Chamber of Commerce PAC which she feels should be returned to her.  Thierry Lubenec feels the board 
on Hawthorne Blvd is not being used enough to advertise events in the city.  Tereza Ortega Curry, with 
One Relief Disaster Risk Management, inquired on who is handling disaster management for Hawthorne.  
Jason Gromsky, Chair Hawthorne Economic Development Council, announced that the Hawthorne 
Economic Development Council is producing the play “Might As Well Live” on June 14th at 12619 
Hawthorne Blvd; suggested donation is $5.  Pat Donaldson, Chamber of Commerce, announced that the 
next Chamber Mixer will be held at Sam’s Club in Gardena on June 17th.  The Chamber’s 1st Annual Golf 
Tournament will be held on July 10th.  Alex Monteiro announced that the Hawthorne Relay for Life is 
still raising money so on June 19th Relay for Life and Hawthorne Moose Lodge is having a comedy show 
and steak dinner at 6pm.  The Hawthorne Education Foundation is having their annual golf tournament on 
June 22nd at the Westchester Golf Course.      
 

2. 
 
Mayor Brown recessed the Parking Authority and Housing Authority meetings to conduct the meeting of 
the City Council. 

3. 
Councilmember Reyes English, moved seconded by Mayor Brown, that the reading of the City Council 
special minutes of May 29, 2015 be waived and that they be approved and adopted. 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.       
                       NOES:  None.      

4. 
 
Councilmember Reyes English moved, seconded by Mayor Brown, to waive full readings of resolutions 
and ordinances on June 9, 2015’s agenda.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.         
                        NOES: None.     

 
5. 
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The City Treasurer submitted a financial statement regarding warrants.  
 
            Warrants Nos.:  127417-127828 ; 446537-446702 ; 31518-31519. 
  

Warrant Totals:  $ 1,005,474.59   ; $1,738,090.34 ; $366.39 
 

Councilmember Reyes English moved, seconded by Mayor Brown, that the following warrants, properly 
audited and signed, be paid. 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.            
                        NOES:  None.            
                     

RESOLUTIONS  
6. 

Resolution 7716 was pulled by the City Attorney before the meeting 
RESOLUTION NO. 7716 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL, OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA 
FURTHER DEFINING VARIOUS POLICIES REGARDING THE USE OF CITY FUNDS FOR 
COMMUNITY EVENTS. 
 

7. 
RESOLUTION NO. 7730 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL, OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA 
APPROVING DISCLOSURE PROCEDURES FOR PUBLIC DEBT ISSUANCES AND RELATED 
CONTINUING DISCLOSURE OBLIGATIONS. 
Councilmember Reyes English moved, seconded by Mayor Brown, that Resolution 7730 be approved and 
adopted.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.    
                  NOES:  None.   

8. 

City Clerk Huber announced that this was the time and place for the Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 
2092 related to Live Work Units.      

Planning Department’s declaration publication filed. No written communications were received.     
 
Mayor Brown called for public comments. 

Under oral comments, no one indicated a desire to be heard.    

Mayor Brown ordered to close the public portion of the hearing.  MOTION CARRIED. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2092 (2nd Reading) 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA, 
AMENDING TITLE 17 OF THE HAWTHORNE MUNICIPAL CODE, CHAPTERS 17.04 
(DEFINITIONS), 17.32 (M-1), 17.34 (M-2), AND 17.58 (PARKING), RELATED TO THE 
REGULATION OF LIVE-WORK UNITS.  
 
Councilmember Valentine moved, seconded by Mayor Brown, that Ordinance No. 2092 be approved and 
adopted.    
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.    
                  NOES:  None.   

 
ORDINANCES 
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9. 
ORDINANCE NO. 2093 (1st Reading) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 8.60 TO TITLE 8 HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE HAWTHORNE 
MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING THE WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM. 

Ordinance 2093 was introduced by title only by Councilmember Valentine.         
 
 
The Interim City Manager, Arnold Shadbehr, presented the following agenda and requested approval of the 
indicated recommendations:  

10. 

Approve Agreement between the City of Manhattan Beach and the City of Hawthorne for Marine Avenue 
and Aviation Boulevard Project and authorize the Interim City Manager to execute the Agreement and all 
future amendments thereof on the City’s behalf.  

Mayor Brown moved, seconded by Councilmember Vargas, to approve Agreement between the City of 
Manhattan Beach and the City of Hawthorne for Marine Avenue and Aviation Boulevard Project and 
authorize the Interim City Manager to execute the Agreement and all future amendments thereof on the 
City’s behalf.  

   
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.    
                  NOES:  None.   

11. 

Approve Agreement between City of Hawthorne and Coffman Associates for Consulting Services for the 
Wilfire Management Program at the Hawthorne Municipal Airport and authorize the Chief of Public 
Works and General Services to enter into and execute it on the City’s behalf. 

 
12. 

Approve Progress Payment #5 due to Martinez Landscape, 12337 San Fernando Road, Sylmar, Ca 91342 
for Weed Abatement, Landscape, and General Maintenance (Project # 12-01).  The amount of 
$123,024.43 will be funded through Gas Tax and Weed Abatement funds.   

 
13. 

Approve to Purchase two (2) Police Vehicles from Manhattan Beach Toyota in the amount of $65,360.62 
 

Mayor Brown moved, seconded by Councilmember Vargas, to approve items 11, 12 and 13 of the City 
Manager’s consent calendar.   

   
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.    
                  NOES:  None.   
 
The City Attorney, Russell Miyahira, presented the following agenda and requested approval of the 
indicated recommendations: 

14. 

Claim of Mark Massimo for injuries suffered in an automobile accident on January 18, 2015 at El 
Segundo Boulevard and Prairie Avenue.    

Mayor Brown moved, seconded by Councilmember Vargas, that the claim filed on behalf of Claimant 
Mark Massimo for injuries suffered in an automobile accident on January 18, 2015 at El Segundo 
Boulevard and Prairie Avenue and that it be denied in its entirety.     

 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.        
            NOES:  None.    
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15. 

Claim of Mary McDonald for injuries suffered in a slip and fall accident on December 24, 2014 on a 
sidewalk located at 11330 South Grevillea Avenue.    

Mayor Brown moved, seconded by Councilmember Vargas, that the claim filed on behalf of Claimant 
Mary McDonald for injuries suffered in a slip and fall accident on December 24, 2014 on a sidewalk 
located at 11330 South Grevillea Avenue and that it be denied in its entirety.     

 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.        
            NOES:  None.    

16. 
 

This closed session was not held. 
 

Closed Session: – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a)) of Section 
54956.9 of the California Government Code.  Name of Case.  Marjorie Mack & Shannon Joy Gossett v. 
City of Hawthorne, et al,  Case No. BC 433 745, B 238094, BC 469941 and B244103. 

 
16a. 

 
This closed session was not held. 

 
A Settlement has been proposed in the case entitled Marjorie Mack & Shannon Joy Gossett v. City of 
Hawthorne, [Case No. BC 433 745, B 238094, BC 469941 and B244103].   
 
RECOMMENDATION: That the City Council approve and authorize the settlement agreement in the 
above entitled lawsuit and authorize the Interim City Manager to execute the settlement agreement.   

 
17.  

 
                              Interim City Manager, Arnold Shadbehr recuse himself at this time. 

 
Mayor Brown recessed the City Council meeting to conduct a Closed Session: Conference with Labor 
Negotiators pursuant to California Government Code Section 54957.6. Agency designated 
representatives: Mayor Pro Tem Valentine, Councilmember Vargas, City Attorney Russell Miyahira.  
Unrepresented employee: Interim City Manager.  
 
Mayor Brown called the City Council meeting back to order following recess with all Councilmembers 
present.  He announced that the closed session was to discuss Conference with Labor Negotiators 
pursuant to California Government Code Section 54957.6. Agency designated representatives: Mayor Pro 
Tem Valentine, Councilmember Vargas, City Attorney Russell Miyahira.  Unrepresented employee: 
Interim City Manager.  
 
The City Attorney Russell Miyahira announced that the closed session and an action item were to approve 
the appointment and approval of the City Manager’s contract.  
 

17a 
 

                            Interim City Manager, Arnold Shadbehr recuse himself at this time. 
 
 

Formal Appointment of Arnold Shadbehr as Interim City Manager and Approval of Employment 
Contract.  
 
Mayor Brown moved seconded Councilmember Vargas approve to appoint Arnold Shadbehr as Interim 
City Manager and Approve his Employment Contract.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.        
            NOES:  None.    

 
18.  
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CITY COUNCIL’S DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
 

a.- City Fees related to Good Neighbors Day. (Valentine) 
 
Councilmember Valentine recommends that the fees be waved for Good Neighbors Day as this is a 
wonderful, free program put on by the Hawthorne Historical Society that brings together and benefits the 
entire community. 
 
Councilmember Valentine moved, seconded by Mayor Brown, to waive $1800 in fees for Good 
Neighbors Day.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.        
            NOES:  None.    

 
 
b.- Hawthorne Chamber Golf Tournament to be added to the Council’s stipend list for consideration. 
(Valentine) 
 
Mayor Brown moved, seconded by Councilmember Michelin, that the Hawthorne Chamber Golf 
Tournament be added to the Council’s stipend list.   
 
Councilmember Valentine moved, seconded by Mayor Brown, to waive $1800 in fees for Good 
Neighbors Day.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.        
            NOES:  None.     ABSTAIN:  Councilmember Reyes English  
 
  
c.- Hiring an independent accountant/auditor to report to the City Council on the status of the city’s 
reserve. (Vargas)  
 
Councilmember Vargas moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, to give the City Manager 
authority to hire an independent accountant or auditor to report to the City Council on the status of the 
city reserve, if needed  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas, Mayor Brown.        
            NOES:  None.    
 

19. 
Under Elected Official Reports and Recommendations.  

 
City Clerk Huber announced that the Holly Park Pancake Breakfast will be held this Saturday, the play 
will be held on Sunday, the Historical Society’s next meeting will be held on Monday at 6:30pm at the 
museum, the Police and Fire Luncheon honoring the Police and Fireman of the Year will be held next 
Wednesday at the Memorial Center, the Hall of Fame Banquet will be held on July 17th and Good 
Neighbors Day will be held on July 18th.     
 
Councilmember Vargas stated that he is looking forward to the Hawthorne Economic Development 
Council’s play as theater is a good way of bringing good quality entertainment to the community along 
with visual art.  Commended all the members of the Economic Development Council for the great things 
they are producing.   
 
Councilmember Reyes English commended organizations that are working to combat domestic violence.  
Commented that the big screen on the boulevard looks great and agrees that it should be providing more 
information to community on upcoming events.   
 
Councilmember Michelin requested that Council be informed on who exactly is in charge of disaster 
preparedness and what our procedures are.  Reiterated that Council is giving the City Manager the 
authority to get to the bottom of the city’s financial situation.   
 
Councilmember Valentine thanked Planning Director Gregg McClain for bringing Live-Work to 
Hawthorne which will allow artists to reside and work in the same space and will also speed up our ability 
to promote an art community in Hawthorne.  Thanked Dr. Srungaram and his team at Animal Medical 



 
06/09/15 

 -6- 

Center in Hawthorne for performing pet services at the I Love My Pet Clinic that was held at City Hall on 
Saturday.  Also thanked city staff who came in on Saturday to help with the clinic.  Encouraged everyone 
to attend the play “Might As Well Live” on June 14th at Phantom Galleries, Gallery H, 12619 Hawthorne 
Blvd.   

 
Mayor Brown reported that he donated $100 from his stipend so that the first 20 senior citizens can enjoy 
breakfast at the Holly Park Pancake event.  Announced that there will be a Special Olympics press 
conference tomorrow morning at 9:30am and encouraged everyone to attend.  Thanked the 
Councilmembers that did support Special Olympics.  Reported that the city did not spend anything on the 
Special Olympics as all the money was raised and now it seems there will be a surplus and money will go 
back to the donors.  Thanked the Public Information and Administration offices for the excellent work 
they did for Special Olympics.  

20. 
 

Mayor Brown recessed the City Council meeting to conduct a Closed Session: Conference with Labor 
Negotiator pursuant to Subdivision (a) of Section 54957.6 of the California Government Code.  Name of 
Labor Negotiators:  David Roberts. (re: HPOA). 
 
Mayor Brown called the City Council meeting back to order following recess with all Councilmembers 
present.  He announced that the closed session was to discuss Conference with Labor Negotiator pursuant 
to Subdivision (a) of Section 54957.6 of the California Government Code.  Name of Labor Negotiators:  
David Roberts. (re: HPOA). 

21. 
 

Mayor Brown recessed the City Council meeting to conduct a Closed Session: Conference with Labor 
Negotiator pursuant to Subdivision (a) of Section 54957.6 of the California Government Code.  Name of 
Labor Negotiators:  David Roberts. (re: HPMSG).  
 
Mayor Brown called the City Council meeting back to order following recess with all Councilmembers 
present.  He announced that the closed session was to discuss Conference with Labor Negotiator pursuant 
to Subdivision (a) of Section 54957.6 of the California Government Code.  Name of Labor Negotiators:  
David Roberts. (re: HPMSG).  
 
The City Attorney announced that on both closed sessions the HPOA and the HPMSG, the labor 
negotiator has been instructed.   
 

22. 
 

Mayor Brown adjourned the regular meeting at 8:08 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 ___________________________ 
Norbert Huber      
City Clerk  
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