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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE        
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, 

CALIFORNIA HELD NOVEMBER 10, 2015   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Valentine called the City Council, Parking Authority, and Housing Authority meetings to 
order jointly and concurrently at 6:03 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 4455 W. 126th 
Street, Hawthorne, California.      
   
ROLL CALL-Present:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Vargas.      
  Absent:  Mayor Brown.  
 
Patricia Donaldson gave the evening’s invocation. Councilmember Alex Vargas led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 
Kate Nutting, General Manager of Golden State Water Company’s Southwest District, spoke on the water 
system and the drought regulations that are related to the water system.   
 
Sergeant Chris Cognac of the Hawthorne Police Department spoke on his fellowship experience that 
involved working in Washington, D.C. for the Community Oriented Policing Service (COPS).   
 
Gloria Plascencia, representing Phantom Galleries L.A. in Hawthorne, presented some images to give an 
insight on the exhibitions they have done.  Exhibitions have included Art Fusion, Transformations, When 
Geometry Meets Fashion and Where the Magic Happens.      

 
Rich Nagel, General Manager of the West Basin Municipal Water District, gave an update on where their 
jurisdiction is relative to their desalination work.   
 
 

1. 
 
Under oral communications Oliver Kunitake spoke on the budget, liabilities in the police department and 
Council accountability.  Chanell Temple inquired on the procedure to file a formal complaint.  Patricia 
Donaldson, Hawthorne Chamber of Commerce, announced that their Thanksgiving giveaway will be 
held at Finance Auto, 11604 Prairie Ave. on November 24th at 2pm., their Christmas Mixer will be put on 
by N Compass at Hawthorne Airport Jet Center on December 9th and their Christmas giveaway is 
scheduled to be held at the Memorial Center on December 22nd at 2pm.  Arthur Schaper expressed 
concern over prior Council meeting cancelations, spoke in opposition of Community Choice Aggregation 
and hopes to see better governance in the City.  Gordon Michael Mego spoke on how to get the city back 
on solid financial ground.  Greg Dynabursky thanked Chief Fager and the Police Department for their 
response to incidents in his neighborhood.  Inquired if there is a municipal code regarding the number of 
people that can live in a single family residence.  Requested extra police patrol from 10pm to 3am in his 
neighborhood.  Tereza Curry of the LAX Advisory Board invited everyone to attend LAX on Thursday 
at 6:30pm where the Director of Disaster at LAX will be a speaker.  Kyle Orleman, Vice-Chair of the 
Veterans’ Affairs Commission, reminded everyone that Hawthorne’s first ever Veteran’s Day Observance 
will be held tomorrow at the Memorial Center Venus Room at 10:30am; Representative Vincent Kane 
from the Veterans Affairs Department will be the keynote speaker.  Informed Council that Veterans’ 
Affairs Commissioner Robert Kutzly passed away on Sunday.  Warned Hollyglen residents that there will 
be filming in the area involving explosions and weapons fire tomorrow between 2pm and 10pm.  
Requested help with the problem of people breaking through the fence that separates the Caltrans property 
from the railroad track into the Glasgow/Wiseburn intersection.  Amie Shepard spoke on the campaign 
process.  Stated that a special election should be held for the vacated Councilmember seat.  Will continue 
to stay active by putting together the Hawthorne Business Alliance, a private organization to help enhance 
the economic prosperity of the city and invited Council to attend. Darlene Love asked that candidates 
take down their political signs as the election is over.  Alex Monteiro thanked everyone for attending the 
barbeque dinner for the Holiday Assistance program and thanked the organizations that donated money to 
the program.  Invited everyone to attend the Moneta Gardens, Inc. 20th Annual Christmas Potluck on 
December 10th at the Hawthorne School District boardroom; bring a potluck dish and bring a toy for the 
Holiday Assistance program.  Those in need of a holiday basket should call Hector at 310-978-4357.  
Thanked the Veterans and the police department for their service and thanked the candidates who ran for 
office.  Thierry Lubenec of the Hawthorne Historical Society acknowledged and thanked the Veterans in 
attendance for their service.  Norb Huber and Dick Huhn of the Historical Society presented the first 
Good Neighbor Award to Veteran and resident, Mr. Jerry Nibel.  Love Lynn inquired on what to do to 
implement rent control in the city.    
 

2. 
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Mayor Pro Tem Valentine recessed the Parking Authority and Housing Authority meetings to conduct the 
meeting of the City Council. 

3. 
Mayor Pro Tem Valentine, moved seconded by Councilmember Vargas, that the reading of the City 
Council minutes of the regular meeting of June 9, 2015, the special meeting of June 11, 2015, the special 
meeting of August 6, 2015, the special meeting of August 11, 2015, the regular meeting of September 22, 
2015 and the regular meeting of October 13, 2015 be waived and that they be approved and adopted. 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Vargas, Mayor Pro Tem Valentine.        
                    NOES:  None.  ABSENT: Mayor Brown        
  

4. 
Mayor Pro Tem Valentine, moved seconded by Councilmember Vargas, to waive full readings of 
resolutions and ordinances on November 10, 2015’s agenda.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Vargas, Mayor Pro Tem Valentine.        
                    NOES:  None.  ABSENT: Mayor Brown        
 

5. 
The City Treasurer submitted a financial statement regarding warrants.  
 
            Warrants Nos.:  130057-192697 ; 448547-448744 ;  33571-33575 ; 10090-10091. 
  

Warrant Totals:  $ 623,391.40   ; $1,376,625.53 ; $ 804.87 ; $ 17,331.21. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Valentine, moved seconded by Councilmember Vargas, that the following warrants, 
properly audited and signed, be paid. 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Vargas, Mayor Pro Tem Valentine.        
                    NOES:  None.  ABSENT: Mayor Brown        
 
       

ORDINANCES 
 

6. 
ORDINANCE NO. 2100 (2nd Reading) 

 
An ORDIANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL, OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA 
ADDING CHAPTER CODE, RELATING TO ADMINISTRATION OF THE CITY’S BUSINESS 
LICENSE TAX.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Valentine moved, seconded by Councilmember Vargas, that Ordinance 2100 be approved 
and adopted.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Vargas, Mayor Pro Tem Valentine.     
                  NOES:  Councilmember Michelin ABSENT:  Mayor Brown.  

 
The Interim City Manager, Arnold Shadbehr, presented the following agenda and requested approval of the 
indicated recommendations:  

7. 
 
Approve the Purchase of a mobile-enclosed trailer from ‘Universal Trailers’ – Riverside, CA. (DUI 
Trailer for Police Department).  
    
Mayor Pro Tem Valentine moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, to approve item 7 of the 
City Manager’s consent calendar.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Vargas, Mayor Pro Tem Valentine.     
                  NOES:  None.  ABSENT:  Mayor Brown 
 



  11/10/15 

8. 
 
Approve Agreement between City of Hawthorne and ASSI Security for upgrading the Airport Card Access  
System at all Airport Vehicle and Pedestrian Gates and authorize the Chief of Public Works and General  
Services to enter into and execute it on the City’s behalf.     
 
Mayor Pro Tem Valentine moved, seconded by Councilmember Vargas, to approve item 8 of the City 
Manager’s consent calendar.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Vargas, Mayor Pro Tem Valentine.     
                  NOES:  None.  ABSENT:  Mayor Brown.  
 

9. 
 
Approve Contract Amendment with Coffman Associates, Inc. for Noise Compatibility Study and authorize 
the Director of Public Works to execute it on the City’s behalf. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Valentine moved, seconded by Councilmember Vargas, to approve item 9 of the City 
Manager’s consent calendar.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Vargas, Mayor Pro Tem Valentine.     
                  NOES:  None. ABSENT:  Mayor Brown.  
 

10. 
 
Approve Amendment to the City of Hawthorne Electronic Sign Policy, which is contained in Exhibit A to 
adopted Resolution No. 7736. 

   
Mayor Pro Tem Valentine moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, to approve item 10 of the 
City Manager’s consent calendar.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Vargas, Mayor Pro Tem Valentine.     
                  NOES:  None.  ABSENT:  Mayor Brown.  
 
 
The City Attorney, Russell Miyahira, presented the following agenda and requested approval of the 
indicated recommendations:  
 

11. 
Deny Claim of Ana Trevizo, Trip and Fall on City grass parkway on March18, 2015 at 4145 W. 134th  
Street.    
 
Councilmember Reyes English moved, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Valentine, to deny claim 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Reyes English, Michelin, Vargas, Mayor Pro Tem Valentine.     
                  NOES:  None.  ABSENT:  Mayor Brown.  
 
 

12. 
 

CITY COUNCIL’S DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
 
a.- Explanation of City Council decision to approve Ordinance No. 2099, regarding permitting personal 
cosmetic service businesses on Hawthorne Boulevard.  (Valentine) 
 
Councilmember Valentine withdrew this item from the agenda.  
 
b.- Campaign Finance Reform. (Valentine) 
 
Councilmember Valentine withdrew this item from the agenda.  
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13. 

Under Elected Official Reports and Recommendations.  
 

City Treasurer Patterson reported on taking the City of El Segundo’s West Basin Water District tour.  
Congratulated everyone who participated, voted and won in the last election.  Is a big proponent of people 
exercising their voice on Election Day and would love to see more of the community getting involved in 
our local elections.  
 
City Clerk Huber reported on the book signing that was held at the Hawthorne Historical Museum a 
couple of Saturdays ago.  Announced that the Tree Lighting and Santa Clause arrival will be held on 
December 5th at 5pm; would love to have community involvement, such as businesses and city 
departments, at this event.  Thanked his staff for their work on the election.    
 
Councilmember Vargas spoke on the election and his hopes for the future of the City.  Thanked his father 
for his help and for being his campaign manager.  Looks forward to the swearing-in ceremony and being 
able to start a new chapter.     
 
Councilmember Michelin thanked Sgt. Cognac and Gloria Plascencia for their presentations. Reported 
that while walking during the election, the one thing that the people said they wanted was to make the 
Hawthorne Police Department budget a big priority.  Looks forward to the Veteran’s Day event which 
will be held tomorrow at 10:15am at the Memorial Center.  Expressed concern over the fence at Hollyglen 
and directed that the City Manager find a permanent solution with the State over this matter.  Thanked 
everyone who supported him during the campaign and would like the great ideas from the debates to 
move forward.  Expressed his condolences on the passing of Veterans’ Commissioner Robert Kutzly.         
 
Councilmember Reyes English Thanked the common core arts with math students who came over tonight 
from Hawthorne High School in conjunction with Phantom Galleries.  With regards to Aggregation, 
stated that we continue to work and will be looking at the County for that information.  Expressed 
condolences on the passing of Commissioner Kutzly.  Reported on attending the 15th Annual Behavior 
Health Services Patterns graduation and the Prairie Vista open house ALL program. Congratulated Mr. 
Nibel on his award.  Announced that she will be having Operation Gobble, an annual event where she 
provides turkeys to the community in partnership with Golden State Water and other organizations.  
Spoke on the importance of looking for revenue streams.   
 
Councilmember Valentine congratulated Assemblymember Burke on her vision for holding a hearing of 
the Select Committee on Career Technical Education and Building a 21st Century Workforce on 
November 4th. Thanked Chief Fager and Sgt. Cognac for their participation in the Law Enforcement 
Fellowship program.  Thanked Phantom Galleries L.A. owner Liza Simone and curator Gloria Plascencia 
for their vision in making Phantom Galleries H a real destination area; asked that the community support 
Phantom Galleries by attending the art shows and by making donations.  Thanked the City Clerk’s office 
for their work during the elections.  Congratulated new Mayor Alex Vargas and Councilmember 
Michelin.  She sees a great vision for Hawthorne ahead and is hopeful that this is going to be the start of a 
new Hawthorne with a new vision and that we will be able to create that destination city that we all want 
and that we get the resources we need to make Hawthorne shine.    
 

14.  
 

Mayor Pro Tem Valentine called for oral comments and no one indicated a desire to be heard. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Valentine recessed the City Council meeting to conduct a Closed Session: Conference 
with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a)) of Section 54956.9 of the California 
Government Code.  Name of Case.  Sipple, et al., v. City of Hawthorne, et al,  Case No. BC 462 270 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Valentine called the City Council meeting back to order following recess with all 
Councilmembers present except for Mayor Brown who is absent.  She announced that the closed session 
was to discuss Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a)) of Section 54956.9 
of the California Government Code.  Name of Case.  Sipple, et al., v. City of Hawthorne, et al,  Case No. 
BC 462 270. The City Attorney announced that in the closed session the Councilmembers were 
considering a proposed settlement in the AT&T Mobility Lawsuit Case BC 462 270 and that Mayor Pro 
Tem Valentine, Councilmembers Vargas and Reyes English moved to approve a proposed settlement with 
AT&T. Councilmember Michelin voted no. The City Council gave authorization for the City Manager to 
sign any proposed settlement agreement.   
 

15. 
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Mayor Pro Tem Valentine adjourned the regular meeting at 9:41 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 ___________________________ 
Norbert Huber      
City Clerk  
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