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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE        
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, 

CALIFORNIA HELD JANUARY 12, 2016.    
 
Mayor Vargas called the City Council, Parking Authority, and Housing Authority meetings to order 
jointly and concurrently at 6:03 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 4455 W. 126th Street, 
Hawthorne, California.      
   
ROLL CALL-Present:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Mayor Vargas.      
  Absent:  Councilmember Michelin (excused).  
 
Pastor George Magdalany from Hope Chapel gave the evening’s invocation. Hawthorne School District 
Board Member Alex Monteiro led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Chris Cagle, Regional Affairs Manager for the South Bay Workforce Investment Board, presented the 
quarterly summary report.  He also spoke on a regional conversation the SBWIB had with economic 
directors, chamber presidents and elected officials on what they could do to as a region to help our cities 
be successful in a really competitive marketplace.  Through a state grant, they created a business portal 
called southbaybusiness.org which is now live.  It is designed as a tool for layoff aversion and business 
retention and provides tools for businesses, city staff and chambers so that they can make important 
decisions.  
 
Veterans’ Affairs Commissioner Neil Gafney presented to the City for display, Proclamations from 
Congressman Ted Lieu and Senator Isadore Hall, III congratulating the Hawthorne Veterans’ Affairs 
Commission on their inaugural Veterans Day Celebration and Ceremony which was held on November 
11, 2015 at the Hawthorne Memorial Center.  Commissioner Gafney also thanked former Mayor Pro Tem 
Olivia Valentine, Mike Talleda from Wounded Heroes and Veterans Commission Vice Chair Kyle 
Orleman for all their support in bringing this event together.    
 
  

1. 
 
Under oral communications Alex Monteiro thanked all the civic groups, Chevron and the Hawthorne 
Woman’s Club for participating in the barbeque dinner for the Holiday Assistance Program held in 
October.  With the $5,500 raised at the barbeque, they were able to purchase gift cards from the 
Hawthorne Target for 600 children and also were able to hand out 200 gift baskets to needy families.  
Stated that upon withdrawing from the Council appointment process last week, he was overwhelmed with 
words of encouragement and positive feedback regarding the years of service he has dedicated to the 
Hawthorne community.   He listened and after careful consideration is asking Council to reconsider his 
application to fill the City Council vacancy.  Frances Stiglich advocated for getting an emergency 
hospital or a hospital in Hawthorne; she will be writing to the Mayo Clinic to see if they can help.  
Speaker spoke in support of Ordinance 2103, item 12 on tonight’s agenda.  Kyle Orleman inquired on 
why the ambulance services are not allowed to take people to the VA hospital and where we have to go to 
get them to reconsider that decision.  Also requested the city’s help in figuring out a way to make 
ambulances and hospitals aware of the technology needed to read the bracelets worn by people that bring 
up their medical history.  Civil Service Commissioner Jason Gromsky congratulated Inglewood on 
being selected for their stadium sight today by the NFL.  He gave a brief overview of what the Civil 
Service Commission does and brought to Council’s attention that we should start planning for the large 
percentage of the workforce that is eligible to retire in the next few years, the continuous recruitment of 
police officers and reviewing the city code, especially the civil service code.  Leithelle Williams thanked 
Councilmember Reyes English and Patricia Donaldson from the Chamber of Commerce for giving to 
families in need during the holiday season.  Feels the person who had the next highest vote in the election 
should be appointed to the Council seat.  Norb Huber, Hawthorne Historical Society Vice-President, 
presented a video honoring Hawthorne Hall of Fame inductee base jumper, Carl Boenish, who grew up in 
Hawthorne.         

2. 
 
Mayor Vargas recessed the Parking Authority and Housing Authority meetings to conduct the meeting of 
the City Council. 

4. 
Mayor Vargas, moved seconded by Councilmember Awad, that the reading of the City Council minutes 
of the regular meeting of December 8, 2015 be waived and that they be approved and adopted. 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Mayor Vargas.         
                        NOES:  None.  ABSENT: Councilmember Michelin.  
                       ABSTAIN: Councilmember Reyes English.        
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5. 

Councilmember Awad moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, to waive full readings of 
resolutions and ordinances on January 12, 2016’s agenda.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Mayor Vargas.         
                    NOES:  None.  ABSENT: Councilmember Michelin.         
 

6. 
The City Treasurer submitted a financial statement regarding warrants.  
 
            Warrants Nos.:  131963-192713 ; 449089-449390; 33972-34379 ;  310098-10102 ; 1035-1035. 
  

Warrant Totals:  $ 1,447,230.49   ; $2,122,403.35 ; $ 694,659.03 ; $ 74,539.08.$42,950.00. 
 

Councilmember Awad moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, that the following warrants, 
properly audited and signed, be paid. 
 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Mayor Vargas.         
                    NOES:  None.  ABSENT: Councilmember Michelin.         
 

7. 
RESOLUTION NO. 7779 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA 
APPROVING A PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
HAWTHORNE AND THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE HAWTHORNE REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 12601 HAWTHORNE BLVD. 

 
Councilmember Awad moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, that Resolution 7779 be 
approved and adopted.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Mayor Vargas.         
                    NOES:  None.  ABSENT: Councilmember Michelin.    
       

8.  
RESOLUTION NO. 7780 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA  
AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF APPLICATION TO THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
RESOURCES RECYCLING AND RECOVERY FOR PAYMENT PROGRAMS AND RELATED 
AUTHORIZATIONS.  
 

Councilmember Awad moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, that Resolution 7780 be 
approved and adopted.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Mayor Vargas.         
                    NOES:  None.  ABSENT: Councilmember Michelin.    
 

                                                                         9. 
RESOLUTION NO. 7782 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA  
APPROVING A SECOND AMENDMENT TO LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
HAWTHORNE AND NCWPS MPL 29- YEAR SITES TOWER HOLDINGS LLC REGARDING A 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY LOCATED ON THE CORNER OF 120TH STREET AND 
INGLEWOOD AVENUE (EUCALYPTUS PARK).  

 
Councilmember Awad moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, that Resolution 7782 be 
approved and adopted.    
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ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Mayor Vargas.         
                    NOES:  None.  ABSENT: Councilmember Michelin.    
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
10. 

City Clerk Huber announced that this was the time and place for the Public Hearing and Request for 
Release of Funds and Certifications for HOME and CDBG funds. 
 
Human Resources Department’s Declaration publication filed. No written communications were 
received.   
 
Mayor Vargas called for public comments. 

Under oral comments, no one expressed a desire to be heard.   

Mayor Vargas ordered to close the public portion of the hearing.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Councilmember Reyes English moved, seconded by Councilmember Awad, to approve the request for 
Release of Funds and Certifications for HOME and CDBG funds. 

 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Mayor Vargas.         
                    NOES:  None.  ABSENT: Councilmember Michelin.    

 
 

ORDINANCES 
 

11. 
ORDINANCE NO. 2102 (1st Reading) 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA, 
AMENDING TITLE 17 OF THE HAWTHORNE MUNICIPAL CODE, CHAPTERS 17.25 (C-1), 17.26 
(C-2), 17.28 (C-3), 17.32 (M-1), 17.34 (M-2), AND ADDING SECTION 17.20.310 (EXTERIOR 
COLORS) AND CHAPTER 17.30 (COMEMRICAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS), RELATED TO 
THE REGULATION OF EXTERIOR COLORS OF MULTI-FAMILY AND COMMERCIAL 
STRUCTURES. 
 
Ordinance 2102 was introduced by title only by Councilmember Reyes English.          

12. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2103 (1st Reading) 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA, 
AMENDING CHAPTERS 12.16 (ENCROACHMENTS IN PUBLIC PLACES) of TITLE 12 (STREETS 
AND SIDEWALKS), 17.20 (SUPPLIMENTARY USE AND BULK REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL 
RESIDENTIAL ZONES) AND 17.58 (OFF-STREET PARKING) OF TITLE 17 (ZONING) OF THE 
HAWTHORNE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATED TO DRIVEWAYS, RESIDENTIAL YARDS AND 
LIMITATIONS ON PARKING SPACES. 
 
Ordinance 2103 was introduced by title only by Mayor Vargas.         
 

 
The Interim City Manager, Arnold Shadbehr, presented the following agenda and requested approval of the 
indicated recommendation:  

13. 
 
Approve Progress Payment #2 due to MSL Electric, Inc. in the amount of $170,975.40 for Intersection 
Widening and Traffic Signal Modification Project (#15-05): 1) Inglewood Avenue at El Segundo 
Boulevard, 2) Crenshaw Boulevard at Rocket Road and 3) Crenshaw Boulevard at Jack Northrop Avenue. 
This project will be funded through Measure R Grant funds.    
  
Councilmember Reyes English moved, seconded by Mayor Vargas, to approve item 13 of the City 
Manager’s consent calendar.  
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ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Mayor Vargas.      
                  NOES:  None.  ABSENT:  Councilmember Michelin.  
 

14. 
 

CITY COUNCIL’S DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
 
a.- Consider amending the Mixed-Use Overlay Zone and the R-4 Zone to decrease allowable 30 units/acre 
density.  (Vargas)   
 
Mayor Vargas directed the City Attorney to prepare a legal confidential on how the City can deal with the 
impacts (on public services, parking and infrastructure) that are occurring in areas where these dense 
residential projects are being constructed and to provide practical solutions for the City Council to 
consider.    
 
b.- Re-enact HMC Chapter 17.21 re: procedures for approval of Condominiums and apartments in order 
to have discretionary review by Planning Commission to ensure development standards, aesthetics, open 
space and parking are compatible with neighborhood.  (Vargas) 
 
Mayor Vargas directed the City Attorney, City Manager and Planning Director to draft an ordinance 
creating a design review board comprised of professionals who reside in our city.  The design review 
board will review projects to ensure that we get the best quality residential and or mixed-used housing as 
it pertains to aesthetics, building materials, architectural design and engineering design.  The City 
Attorney stated that a design review board is not a discretionary board.  It acts separately from the 
Planning Commission, which is a discretionary body.     
 
c.- Consider enacting moratorium on high density apartments and mixed use projects until appropriate 
amendments to current city ordinance can be acted upon by both the Planning Commission and City 
Council.  (Michelin) 
Due to Councilmember Michelin’s absence, item C was not considered.   
 

15. 

Under Elected Official Reports and Recommendations.  
 

City Clerk Huber reported on receiving a small grant for a charitable project so he put $250 into buying 
jackets, hoodies and ponchos for the homeless.  If anyone would like to donate more jackets, drop them 
off at the historical museum on Tuesdays or Saturdays.  In an effort to communicate with the community, 
City Clerk Huber requested that more events be sent his way so he can publish them in his weekly 
column. Announced that the Historical Society will hold a pancake breakfast on February 27th.  
Announced that a walking trail will be put in alongside the 405 in the county strip.  Reported on receiving 
inquiries regarding advertising on the electronic sign.   
     
Councilmember Awad spoke on the NFL stadium that is coming to Inglewood and how the influx of 
resources in that city is going to overspill into Hawthorne.  He hopes to work together with Inglewood on 
bringing some regional grants and further development within Hawthorne and help build those corridors 
in preparation for the influx of people.  He requested a Resolution in support of Inglewood for their 
stadium; Council concurred.   
 
Councilmember Reyes English reported that there was a recent homeless count in the city where a 
hundred people or so were counted as homeless, including individuals and families living in cars.  There 
is also going to be a youth homeless count which will require volunteers.  The organization providing the 
count has contacted Councilmember Reyes English and she has invited them to come and provide a few 
words on this issue and how the community of Hawthorne can assist.  Thanked the South Bay Workforce 
Investment Board for their presentation on the business portal and hopes eventually it could be a 
dedicated portal for Hawthorne businesses.  Congratulated the Veterans’ Commission for the Veterans 
Day event which was well organized and well attended.  Stated that the City is still involved in an on-
going discussion regarding the RFK hospital and Councilmember Reyes English has been talking to the 
Supervisor’s office in that regard.  She has also been involved with the Los Angeles Homeless Service 
Authority under the County of Los Angeles.  She indicated that we need a dedicated deputy supervisor to 
come to the City Council meetings to provide updates on this issue.  Stated that we need to embrace the 
opportunities that the City of Carson and Inglewood will bring regarding the NFL.  Commended the 
police department for keeping Council informed.  Reported on attending the Historical Society Hall of 
Fame banquet.   
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Mayor Vargas spoke on further developing the Hawthorne/Imperial corridor.  Stated that the Hawthorne 
Boulevard Specific Plan should be coming up within a month or two and it will set the groundwork for all 
of Hawthorne Boulevard, including parts of Imperial Hwy to make it transit oriented developed in 
anticipation of the football stadium.  Reported on attending an event with Mayor Garcetti and local 
Mayors from Los Angeles County on Sunday and appreciates the support he got there.  As Mayor, he 
stated that he will be attending networking events but will be very careful as to the events he goes to so it 
won’t cost the city money.  If he can get a scholarship, he will do so.  As of today, there is the possibility 
that he may be attending the Council of Mayors event in Washington, D.C. which will be paid for with 
the $2000 allotment established for each Councilmember.  Stated that he has made himself available to all 
the candidates that want to speak to him in anticipation of January 19th.  He has met with eight candidates 
so far and has sent out times of availability.      
 

.     THIS CLOSED SESSION WAS NOT HELD 
 

16.  
 
Closed Session: – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a)) of Section 
54956.9 of the California Government Code.  Name of Case.  Stanley Jordan v. City of Hawthorne, et al, 
 Case No. 14-CV-07554. 
 

THIS CLOSED SESSION WAS NOT HELD 
 

17. 
 

Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation, Significant exposure to 
litigation pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 54956.9 (One potential case – Crown Castle).  

 
18. 

 
Mayor Vargas adjourned the regular meeting at 7:31 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 ___________________________ 
Norbert Huber      
City Clerk  
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