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MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, 

CALIFORNIA HELD FEBRUARY 4, 2016.     
 
 Mayor Vargas called the City Council meeting to order jointly and concurrently at 5:33 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers of the City Hall, 4455 West 126th Street, Hawthorne, California. 
 
ROLL CALL-Present: Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Mayor Vargas.   
  Absent: None. 
 

1. 
 
Under oral communications, Gordon M. Mego, requested the Council to choose a candidate who truly 
represents the best interest of the community.  Pat Springer, spoke in support of Council Candidate 
Olivia Valentne. Kyle Orleman, suggested different ideas on how to choose the best candidate to the 
council vacancy. David Manila, gave a public apology to council candidate Don Harris for singling him 
out at the previous meeting, also spoke in support of Council Candidate Olivia Valentine.  Letty 
Hernandez, stated her support for whoever the council chooses to fill in the Council vacancy. Alex 
Monteiro.  Requested the City Council to start some debate after a name is mention, asked them to 
compromised and show leadership in making a decision. Neil Gafney, encouraged the council to arrive at 
a consensus and make a decision.  John Dane, stated that is imperative to choose a candidate that is a 
team building, he expressed his support for Council Candidate Don Harris.     

 
                                Mayor Vargas ordered oral communications closed. 
 

2. 
 

Selection of candidate to fill city councilmember seat vacated by Alex Vargas. 

Mayor Vargas started the process of nominating council candidates to fill vacancy. 

   Haidar Awad                        Nilo Michelin                Alex Vargas                   A. Reyes English   

Olivia Valentine Katrina 
Manning 

Don Harris Katrina 
Manning 

Robert Prieto Robert Prieto Don Harris Olivia Valentine 

Robert Prieto Robert Prieto Don Harris  Katrina 
Manning  

Robert Prieto Robert Prieto Don Harris Katrina 
Manning 

Olivia Valentine Katrina 
Manning  

Don Harris  Olivia Valentine 

Olivia Valentine Katrina 
Manning 

Don Harris Katrina 
Manning 

Olivia Valentine Katrina 
Manning 

Don Harris  Katrina 
Manning 

Olivia Valentine Katrina 
Manning 

Don Harris Katrina 
Manning 

 

 

Because there was no final decision with this process Mayor Vargas asked the City Council to  
give the names of their two top candidates to fill in the vacancy.  

Mayor Vargas stated his two choices were:  

Don Harris and Olivia Valentine. 

Councilmember Reyes English stated her two choices were: 
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Olivia Valentine and Katrina Manning 

Councilmember Awad stated his two choices were: 

Olivia Valentine and Robert Prieto 

Councilmember Michelin stated his two choices were: 

Katrina Manning and Robert Prieto. 

Mayor Vargas moved seconded by Councilmember Reyes English to appoint Olivia Valentine to 
fill the vacated Council seat left by Councilmember Vargas. 

ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Mayor Vargas.         
                       NOES:  Councilmember Michelin.         
 

3. 
 
City Clerk, Huber administered the Oath of Office to Councilmember Olivia Valentine as prescribed in 
the Constitution of the State of California. 
 

4. 
 

DISCUSSION/ACTION 
 
Direct City Clerk to notify L.A. County Registrar that Resolution No. 7786 is now repealed in 
light of both the Hawthorne City Council’s appointment of a new councilmember and the 
swearing-in of the new councilmember. 

Mayor Vargas moved seconded by Councilmember Reyes English to Direct City Clerk to notify 
L.A. County Registrar that Resolution No. 7786 has been now repealed in light of both the 
Hawthorne City Council’s appointment of a new councilmember and the swearing-in of the new 
councilmember. 

ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Mayor Vargas.         
                       NOES:  None. ABSTAIN: Councilmember Michelin.         

         

5. 
 

Mayor Vargas called for oral comments and no one indicated a desire to be heard. 
 

Mayor Vargas recessed the City Council meeting to conduct a Closed Session: C Conference with Legal 
Counsel – Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a)) of Section 54956.9 of the California Government Code.  
Name of Case.  Stanley Jordan v. City of Hawthorne, et al,  Case No. 14-CV-07554. 
  
 
Mayor Vargas called the City Council meeting back to order following recess with all Councilmembers 
present. He announced that the closed session was to discuss a Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing 
Litigation (Subdivision (a)) of Section 54956.9 of the California Government Code.  Name of Case.  
Stanley Jordan v. City of Hawthorne, et al,  Case No. 14-CV-07554. and the City Attorney stated that the 
City Council unanimously agreed to approved the Settlement and that the settlement agreement will be in 
the City Clerk’s office.     

6. 
      

Mayor Vargas adjourned the meeting at 7:32pm. 

 
     
 ___________________________ 
 Norbert Huber  
 City Clerk 


