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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE        
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, 

CALIFORNIA HELD MARCH 22, 2016.    
 
Mayor Vargas called the City Council, Parking Authority, and Housing Authority meetings to order 
jointly and concurrently at 6:06 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 4455 W. 126th Street, 
Hawthorne, California.      
   
ROLL CALL-Present:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.      
  Absent:  None.  
 
Commissioner Darlene Love gave the evening’s invocation. Commissioner Rula Ashanableh led the 
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Rattan Joea, President of Prime Time Shuttle, gave a presentation on how his company provides 
transportation options and also gives opportunities to start a business.   
 
 

1. 
 
Under oral communications Alex Vargas recognized students of the Al Huda Islamic School of 
Hawthorne for their participation in the Los Angeles County Science and Engineering Fair which was 
held at the Pasadena Convention Center from March 17th to March 19th.  Patricia Donaldson, Hawthorne 
Chamber of Commerce, announced that the State of the City is sold out and will be held on Thursday at 
12 noon.  She also introduced new Chamber members Prime Time Shuttle, Fun Ship Children’s Center, 
California Mentor Family Home Agency West, Moore’s Daycare Preparatory School and Vivint.  
Gordon Mego submitted letters from businesses interested in locating at the mall site.  He read results 
from a survey on what Hawthorne residents would like in a new mall.  Dolores Ramos Castellanos 
thanked the police department for cleaning up 129th Street but reported that there is a neighbor living in a 
storage unit on 129th.   She also asked for extra enforcement on 129th.    Joy Kennely reported on starting 
a neighborhood watch group.  In light of AB109 and Prop. 47, she questioned what the City Council is 
doing to increase the police force and how can the city assist in making this a reality.   She asked for 
police commendation forms that would allow citizens to comment on positive police experiences.   
Recommended that people join Nextdoor.com in order to stay in touch with future neighborhood watch 
meetings and things happening in the city.  Pastor David Manila with Ocean Gate Ministries announced 
that they are having an open day on Saturday for the community at Del Aire Park for an Easter egg hunt.  
James Radik spoke on why we should stop building low income high density housing in the city.  John 
Jefferson spoke on the foster children situation in the city and how they are working to help them.   
Announced that from April 4th to April 8th, Del Aire, along with other ministries of the Hawthorne 
Lawndale Ministerial Association, will be conducting a city-wide revival event.  Addressed issue 
regarding the compliance of Del Aire Baptist Church.  Questioned who is running the State of the City 
event and whether they have the right on who can attend this event.  Bill Meyers clarified that Uber does 
serve the City of Hawthorne.  Frances Stiglich presented signatures from the Senior Center advocating 
for an emergency hospital.  Wants Council to cut down on the questions they ask during meetings.  Spoke 
on her neighborhood watch meeting.  Reginald King spoke on behalf of the Hawthorne Chamber 
regarding why Pastor Jefferson was not invited to the State of the City and other issues regarding his 
church.  Alex Monteiro announced that the 34th Annual Volunteer Appreciation Day will be held on 
April 24th with deadline for nominations on April 1st.  The K-9 Community Dinner will be held on May 
26th and the Annual Health Fair and 5K will be held on May 7th at Hawthorne High.  Raymond Vergara 
spoke on the differences between planned unit developments and condos.   
 

2. 
 
Mayor Vargas recessed the Parking Authority and Housing Authority meetings to conduct the meeting of 
the City Council. 

3. 
Mayor Vargas moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, that the reading of the City Council 
minutes of the regular meeting of February 9, 2016 be waived and that they be approved and adopted. 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                       NOES:  None.      
 

 
 

4. 
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Mayor Vargas moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, to waive full readings of resolutions and 
ordinances on March 22, 2016’s agenda.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                        NOES:  None.      
 

5. 
The City Treasurer submitted a financial statement regarding warrants.  
 
            Warrants Nos.:  133754-134050 ; 450150-450322 ; 35185-35566  ; 10110-10115 
  

Warrant Totals:  $ 608,227.26   ; $696,839.05 ; $676,526.59  ; $16,855.83 
 

Mayor Vargas moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, that the following warrants, properly 
audited and signed, be paid. 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                       NOES:  None.      

 
6. 

 
City Clerk Huber announced that sealed bids were publicly received, opened and declared for the 
Hawthorne Municipal Pool Repair Project. #15-08. 
    
Public Works Department submitted declaration of publication, which was ordered filed. Bidder’s bonds 
were required.  
 
THERE WAS 1 BID RECEIVED. (IT WASN’T ACCOMPANIED BY BIDDER’S BOND) 
 
THE PRICE  IS AS FOLLOWS: 

COMMERCIAL AQUATICS                                        $ 95,000.00   
 
 
Councilmember Reyes English moved seconded by Mayor Vargas to reject this one bid.  

ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Valentine, Michelin, Mayor Vargas.     
                       NOES: None.            

7. 
RESOLUTION NO. 7794 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA  
APPROVING THE FORM AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF CERTAIN LEASE 
FINANCING DOCUMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE OFFERING AND SALE OF 
CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION RELATING THERETO TO REFINANCE THE CITY’S 
OUTSTANDING PENSION OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2005, AND THE CITY’S 
OBLIGATIONS UNDER THAT CERTAIN FACILITIES LEASE, DATED AS OF JULY 1, 2001, 
AS AMENDED, BY AND BETWEEN THE CALIFORNIA INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BANK AND THE CITY AND AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
CERTAIN ACTIONS WITH RESPECT THERETO.   
 

 
Mayor Vargas moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, that Resolution 7794 be approved and 
adopted.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                        NOES:  None.      
       

8. 
City Clerk Huber announced that this was the time and place for the Public Hearing and Approval of 
Zoning Text Amendment 2015ZA07 – Structure color regulations.       

Planning Department’s declaration publication filed. No written communications were received.     
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Mayor Vargas called for public comments. 

Under oral comments, no one indicated a desire to be heard.    

Mayor Vargas ordered to close the public portion of the hearing.  MOTION CARRIED. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2102 (1st Reading) 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA, 
AMENDING TITLE 17 OF THE HAWTHORNE MUNICIPAL CODE, CHAPTERS 17.25 (C-1), 17.26 
(C-2), 17.28 (C-3), 17.32 (M-1), 17.34 (M-2), AND ADDING SECTION 17.20.310 (EXTERIOR 
COLORS) AND CHAPTER 17.30 (COMEMRICAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS), RELATED TO 
THE REGULATION OF EXTERIOR COLORS OF MULTI-FAMILY AND COMMERCIAL 
STRUCTURES. 
 
 
Ordinance 2102 was introduced by title only by Mayor Vargas.          
 

9. 
City Clerk Huber announced that this was the time and place for the Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 
2107 and Ordinance No. 2111, An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Hawthorne, Amending & 
Imposing Development Standards & Requirements For Certain Projects in all Residential Zones & 
Designated Mixed Use Areas, Amending the Hawthorne Municipal Code, & Making a Determination Under 
CEQA.   Both Ordinances are identical but Ordinance No. 2111 is an urgency Ordinance.        

Planning Department’s declaration publication filed. No written communications were received.     
Mayor Vargas called for public comments. 

Under oral comments, no one indicated a desire to be heard.    

Mayor Vargas ordered to close the public portion of the hearing.  MOTION CARRIED. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2107 (1st Reading) 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE AMENDING 
AND IMPOSING DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN 
PROJECTS IN ALL RESIDENTIAL ZONES AND DESIGNATED MIXED USE AREAS, 
AMENDING THE HAWTHORNE MUNICIPAL CODE, AND MAKING A DETERMINATION 
UNDER CEQA.  
 

Ordinance 2107 was introduced by title only by Councilmember Valentine.            
 
 

                                              URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 2111 
 

AN URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE AMENDING AND IMPOSING 
DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN PROJECTS IN ALL 
RESIDENTIAL ZONES AND DESIGNATED MIXED USE AREAS, AMENDING THE 
HAWTHORNE MUNICIPAL CODE, REPEALING AN INTERIM MORATORIUM, DECLARING 
THE URGENCY THEREOF, AND MAKING A DETERMINATION UNDER CEQA.    

 
Mayor Vargas moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, that Urgency Ordinance No. 2111 be 
approved and adopted.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                        NOES:  None.      

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ORDINANCES 
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10. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2109 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE IMPOSING 
TECHNICAL REVIEW AND STUDY REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN PROJECTS IN THE R-4 
AND MIXED USE OVERLAY ZONES, AMENDING THE HAWTHORNE MUNICIPAL CODE, 
AND MAKING A DETERMINATION UNDER CEQA.  
 
 

Ordinance 2109 was introduced by title only by Mayor Vargas. 
          

                                                                         11. 
 

URGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 2112 
 

AN URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE IMPOSING TECHNICAL REVIEW 
AND STUDY REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN PROJECTS IN THE R-4 AND MIXED USE 
OVERLAY ZONES, AMENDING THE HAWTHORNE MUNICIPAL CODE, DECLARING THE 
URGENCY THEREOF, AND MAKING A DETERMINATION UNDER CEQA.   

 
Mayor Vargas moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, that Urgency Ordinance No. 2112 be 
approved and adopted.    
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                        NOES:  None.      

 
The Interim City Manager, Arnold Shadbehr, presented the following agenda and requested approval of the 
indicated recommendations.  

12. 
Approve Progress Payment #1 due to United Storm Water, Inc. of Industry, California for Street Inlet 
Improvement Project #14-04. The amount of $22,394.92 will be funded through Used Oil Competitive 
Grant funds. 

13. 
Approve Progress Payment #5 due to Zumar Industries of Tacoma, Washington.  The amount of 
$4,046.08 will be funded through the approved and allocated Gas Tax funds. 
 

                                                                      14. 
 
Approve Installation of speed humps on 137th Place between Ramona Avenue and Hawthorne Boulevard.  
The entire construction cost of $6,000 for two speed humps will be funded through Gas Tax funds. 

 
Councilmember Reyes English moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, to approve items 12 
through 14 of the City Manager’s consent calendar.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.      
                  NOES:  None.   
 

15.  
 

City Attorney Russell Miyahira recused himself on this item.  
 

TABLED ITEM 
 

Third Amendment to Employment Agreement between the City of Hawthorne and Russell Miyahira.   

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  Approve Third Amendment to Employment Agreement between City of 
Hawthorne and Russell Miyahira. 

 
  
Councilmember Reyes English moved, seconded by Mayor Vargas to remove this item from the table.   
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ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.      
                  NOES:  None.   
 
THE VOTE REFLECTS MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS VOTING YES. 
 
Councilmember Michelin moved seconded by Councilmember Awad that by interdeliation a change be 
made in the contract making it two years instead of three. 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES: Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.      
                  NOES:  None. 

 
16. 

 
 THERE WERE NO CITY COUNCIL’S DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 
 

17. 
Elected Official Reports and Recommendations.  

 
City Treasurer Patterson expressed his appreciation to the citizens for coming out and expressing their 
views and opinions.   
 
City Clerk Huber reported on attending the Ramona Neighborhood Association meeting where it was 
clarified that “Next Door” is not monitored by the police.  Congratulated Bill Meyers for being reelected 
as the president of the Ramona Neighborhood Association.  Announced that the Hawthorne Historical 
Society will hold their meeting next Monday with a guest speaker from the Cal State Dominguez Hills 
archives.  The Hawthorne Parks and Recreation Foundation golf tournament will be held on April 11th.  
Neighbors in Holly Park are organizing a clean-up day for April 2.   
 
Councilmember Valentine congratulated the Al Huda Islamic School for winning science and 
engineering awards.  Congratulated new businesses Vinvint and Prime Time Shuttle.  Supports opposition 
to AB109 and Prop 47.  Reported on Business Expo 2016 which was held on March 10th and thanked city 
staff that helped make this event a success.      
 
Councilmember Awad thanked everyone who prayed for his family.  Congratulated the Al Huda School 
for all the awards they have been getting.  Congratulated Councilmember Valentine for the Business 
Expo.  Thank the community for coming out.   
 
Councilmember Michelin stated that regarding funding for the police department, legal expenses should 
be reduced and the money should be moved to the police department.  As far as low income housing, 
Rosecrans and Kornblum, he voted against it because of increase in traffic and commends Arnold 
Shadbehr for putting in the ordinance to put in those extra steps to have more reasonable development.  
Feels Pastor Jefferson should be able to go as a community member to the Hawthorne Chamber event and 
should not be excluded because he used his first amendment right to criticize the Chamber.  Welcomed 
new business Honey Boba.   
 
Councilmember Reyes English reported on attending the 2nd Annual ARTifact Forum and Gallery.  
Announced that the 8th Annual Service Provider Fair in collaboration with Earth Day is coming up.  
Because the State of the City is collaboration between the City and the Chamber, feels we should have 
some control with regards to participants from the community at large that want to come and hear the 
Mayor.  Assured the community that the city is working to bring quality development to Hawthorne.  
Requested that there be more outreach in the community for the next town hall meetings regarding 
Hawthorne Next.     
 
Mayor Vargas spoke on Senator Ted Lieu’s Senate Bill 876 regarding homelessness and on Proposition 
47 regarding crime.   Commended Blaze Pizza for hiring local high school students so they can gain work 
experience.  Congratulated the Business Expo for their successful event.  Thanked Council for passing 
tonight’s ordinance on development standards so that future developments are intelligent and responsible 
and will move the city forward.  Requested a running list of the status of directives.       
 

 
18. 

 
Mayor Vargas adjourned the regular meeting at 8:36 pm in memory of the victims of the Belgium 
bombings. 
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 ___________________________ 
Norbert Huber      
City Clerk  
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