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MINUTES OF A REGULAR AND SPECIAL MEETING OF THE        
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, 

CALIFORNIA HELD MAY 24, 2016.    
 
Mayor Vargas called the City Council, Parking Authority, and Housing Authority meetings to order 
jointly and concurrently at 6:08 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 4455 W. 126th Street, 
Hawthorne, California.      
   
ROLL CALL-Present:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.      
  Absent:  None.   
 
Commissioner Darlene Love gave the evening’s invocation.  Daniel Granados led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 
Chief Robert Fager introduced Julian Catano, the newly appointed Captain of the Hawthorne Police 
Department.   
 
Chief Robert Fager recognized Pilot Officers Matthew Manley and Athanasios Megas as May’s Officers 
of the Month.   
 
Public Works Director Arnold Shadbehr gave a presentation on the third phase of the Aviation 
Boulevard/Marine Avenue Intersection Improvement Project.    
 

1. 
 
Under oral communications Genesis Sinay and Efren Mungia, interns from Expanding the Horizon, 
spoke on litter in the city, which is the topic they have chosen for their Civic Action Project.  Shirley 
Westbrook spoke regarding a parking citation issue.  Margaret Gazdagh spoke on parking, trash and 
safety issues at 123rd Place, Burl and Broadway.  Gordon Michael Mego spoke on attending the 
dedication ceremony for Rudolph Park in Lawndale and suggested a park at 126th Street, on the site of the 
old police station.  Patricia Donaldson, President Hawthorne Chamber of Commerce, presented a report 
summary to the Council of the South Bay Workforce Investment Board’s current meeting activities and 
program accomplishments for the third quarter of Program Year 2015-2016.  Announced that the 
Chamber will hold their 2nd Annual Golf Tournament on August 19th and that there will be a meeting at 
the Chamber in order to find a place for an emergency room or hospital in Hawthorne.    A’monn Harris 
and Ingrid Harris spoke regarding safety concerns arising from speeding near Hollypark, Wilton Place 
and Imperial Highway and proposed closing off 120th.   Frances Stiglich announced she will be taking a 
helicopter ride and that she would like to go on the space shuttle.  Kyle Orleman clarified that she is not 
on the committee to recruit a medical facility.  Thanked the Hawthorne Police department for the use of 
their grill which helped feed the troops that marched in the Torrance Armed Forces Day parade.  
Congratulated Inglewood on the 2021 Super Bowl which she stated is a tremendous economic 
development opportunity for the City of Hawthorne and also that we should use development 
opportunities that we have to support the businesses that have built into Hawthorne within the past few 
years.  Darvis Johnson, Acting President Hollypark Homeowners Association, announced that their 7th 
Annual Pancake Breakfast will be held on June 18th at Olivet Lutheran Church.  Leithelle Williams 
suggested allocating space for overnight parking of trucks so that they do not park in the corridors.  
Thanked Maxine Waters for bringing former President Clinton to her church.  Urged people to get out and 
vote on June 7th.   Darlene Love reminded everyone to attend the community bbq dinner on Thursday in 
support of the canine unit.  Robert Adams addressed parking and safety issues in his 123rd Place 
neighborhood.     
   

2. 
 

Mayor Vargas recessed the Parking Authority and Housing Authority meetings to conduct the meeting of 
the City Council. 

 
3. 

Mayor Vargas moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, to waive full readings of resolutions and 
ordinances on May 24, 2016’s agenda.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                     NOES:  None.          

 
 
 



  05/24/16 

4.  
The City Treasurer submitted a financial statement regarding warrants.  
 
            Warrants Nos.:  135236-135528 ; 450942-451136 :   35958-36342 ;  10128-10131 
  

Warrant Totals:  $ 630,598.94   ; $1,425,684.47 ;  $652,147.95 ;  $30,834.12 
 

Mayor Vargas moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, that the following warrants, properly 
audited and signed, be paid. 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                    NOES:  None.      

BIDS  
 

5. 
 

City Clerk Huber announced that bids were received sealed and were opened on May 24, 2016 for Storm  
Drain Improvements and Installation of Infiltration Chambers on Hawthorne Blvd. (Project #15-06).  
    
Public Works Department submitted declaration of publication.  Bidder’s bonds were required.  
 
 
THERE WERE THREE BIDS RECEIVED. (ALL WERE ACCOMPANIED BY BIDDER’S BOND) 
 
THE PRICES WERE AS FOLLOWS: 

MIKE PRILICH & SONS, INC.   $1,684,850.00 
 
EXCEL PAVING    $1,438,644.00 
 
O’DUFFY BROS., INC.   $1,404,472.00 
 
Mayor Vargas moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, that the bids be referred to staff for 

study and recommendation. 

ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                       NOES:  None.   
 

2. 
 

At this time, Mayor Vargas took action on the Public Hearing announced in the Special Meeting agenda.  
 
 
 

City Clerk Huber announced that this was the time and place for the Public Hearing and Approval of 
Resolution No. 7812 confirming assessments for weed and waste abatement and authorizing the collection 
thereof.   
 
Public Works Department’s Declaration publication filed. No written communications were received.   
 
Mayor Vargas called for public comments. 

Under oral comments Rosalind Yee stated that her mother did not receive the first letter regarding 
maintenance and questioned whether they still had to pay.  

Mayor Vargas ordered to close the public portion of the hearing.  MOTION CARRIED. 

RESOLUTION NO. 7812 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA   
CONFIRMING ASSESSMENTS FOR WEED AND WASTE ABATEMENT AND AUTHORIZING 
THE COLLECTION THEREOF.   
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Councilmember Valentine moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, that Resolution 7812 be 
approved and adopted. 
  
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                    NOES:  None.    ABSENT: None.  
 

                                                       ORDINANCES 
7. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2113 (2ND Reading) 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA, 
ADDING CHAPTER 9.34 TO TITLE 9 (PUBLIC PEACE, MORALS & WELFARE) OF THE 
HAWTHORNE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO SKATEBOARDS, ROLLER SKATES AND 
NON-MOTORIZED OR MOTORIZED WHEELED VEHICLES.   
 

Councilmember Reyes English moved, seconded by Councilmember Vargas, that Ordinance 2113 be 
approved and adopted.     
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                    NOES:  None.    ABSENT: None.  
 

8. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2117 (1st Reading) 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA, 
REPEALING AND REENACTING SECTION 10.04.020 (OTHER DEFINITIONS) OF CHAPTER 
10.04 (DEFINITIONS) OF TITLE 10 (VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC) OF THE HAWTHORNE 
MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADD DEFINITIONS CONSISTENT WITH CALIFORNIA VEHICLE 
CODE SECTION.    

 
Ordinance 2117 was introduced by title only by Councilmember Reyes English.          

 
 

The Interim City Manager, Arnold Shadbehr, presented the following agenda and requested approval of the 
indicated recommendations:  
 

9. 
 

Agreement between the City of Hawthorne and Rogers, Anderson, Malody, & Scott, LLP, CPA’s to 
perform independent audit services for three years plus two optional years beginning with Fiscal Year 
ending June 30, 2016. 
    
RECOMMENDED MOTION:  That the City Council Approve Agreement between City of Hawthorne & 
Rogers, Anderson, Malody, & Scott, LLP, CPA’s and authorize City Manager to execute all amendments 
there.     

Councilmember Awad moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English to continue this item until the 
Council sets a special meeting for June 7th or 8th.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                        NOES:  None.      

 
10. 

 
Approve the Plans and Specifications and authorize the Chief of General Services and Public Works to 
advertise for construction of Marine Avenue Improvement Project #11-02 – with a return date of June 28, 
2016.           
Mayor Vargas moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, to approve the Plans and Specifications 
and authorize the Chief of General Services and Public Works to advertise for construction of Marine 
Avenue Improvement Project #11-02 – with a return date of June 28, 2016.     

 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
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                    NOES:  None.      
 

11. 
 
 
Approve the Plans and Specifications and authorize the Chief of General Services and Public Works to 
advertise for construction of the Digital Billboard (Project #15-07) with a return date of June 28, 2016.     

 
Mayor Vargas moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, to approve the Plans and Specifications and 
authorize the Chief of General Services and Public Works to advertise for construction of the Digital 
Billboard (Project #15-07) with a return date of June 28, 2016.     

 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                    NOES:  None.      

12. 
 

Approve Ninth Amendment to the Franchise Agreement for Residential, Commercial and Roll-off Refuse 
Collection and Disposal Service between the City of Hawthorne and Allied Waste Services concerning 
Rate Adjustment as specified in Franchise Agreement dated August 14, 2012, and in compliance with 
recently approved Assembly Bill 1826. 
 
Mayor Vargas moved, seconded by Councilmember Reyes English, to approve the Ninth Amendment to 
the Franchise Agreement for Residential, Commercial and Roll-off Refuse Collection and Disposal 
Service between the City of Hawthorne and Allied Waste Services concerning Rate Adjustment as 
specified in Franchise Agreement dated August 14, 2012, and in compliance with recently approved 
Assembly Bill 1826. 
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                    NOES:  None.      
 

13. 
CITY COUNCIL’S DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS 

 
a.- Direct Planning Staff to prepare Change of Zone ordinance for Hawthorne Mall in conformity with the 
Specific Plan. (Vargas) 
 
Mayor Vargas stated that the Hawthorne Mall has been vacant for nearly 20 years and he would like to 
expedite the Hawthorne Mall project and that Planning staff concentrate only the mall project for right 
now rather than work on other projects that may be time consuming at this time.  No opposition or 
disagreement was voiced on this item.    
 
b. – Name the 118th Street Park, “Good Neighbor’s Park” per the unanimous recommendation of the 
Parks & Recreation/Fine Arts Commission (Vargas) 
 
Mayor Vargas directed that staff post, publish and set a public hearing for June 28, 2016 to name the park 
“Good Neighbor’s Park”.  
 
c. – Appointment of Gloria E. Plascencia to the Parks and Recreation/Fine Arts Commission (Vargas)  
 
Mayor Vargas moved, seconded by Councilmember Valentine, to appoint Gloria E. Plascencia to the Park 
and Recreation/Fine Arts Commission.  
 
ROLL CALL-AYES:  Councilmembers Awad, Reyes English, Michelin, Valentine, Mayor Vargas.         
                    NOES:  None.    ABSENT: None.  
 

14. 
Under Elected Official Reports and Recommendations.  

 
Councilmember Valentine announced that she is working with West Basin Water Recycled Water Work 
Group which will study all the ways in which recycled water is used and work to explore ways of making 
the public more aware of water reuse and how it will increase sustainability of water; she directed that 
West Basin’s Free Water Education brochure be put on the city website. Reported on attending the 
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Torrance Armed Forces Day parade on Saturday and on the movement led by actor Joe Mantegna to have 
a museum built to honor the U.S. Army in Washington.  Reminded everyone to go out and vote on June 
7th.   
 
Councilmember Awad thanked everyone who came out today to watch the meeting.  Congratulated Julian 
Catano for being promoted to Captain and Pilot Officers Matthew Manley and Athanasios Megas for 
being Officers of the Month.   
 
Councilmember Michelin requested an update regarding the homeless activity by the mall that was 
brought up at the last meeting. The Police Department took a preliminary assessment and determined that 
engaging the PATH Agency is necessary; a field investigation and walk through is scheduled for June 7th 
and upon completion, Council will be updated with a report. Regarding concerns brought up tonight about 
activity on Broadway, it will take several agencies to look into it but he will ask questions at the next 
meeting and hopefully come up with some ideas to handle it.       
 
City Clerk Huber reported on the Historical Society meeting where a guest speaker from Cal State 
Dominguez spoke on the history of the South Bay area. Stated that there is confusion whether red light 
cameras are still enforceable in the city.  Announced that Animal Control will hold a rabies clinic on June 
4th at City Hall and the Historical Society is looking for cars, talent and local food vendors to showcase at 
Good Neighbors Day.     
 
Mayor Vargas thanked the City Manager and the Finance Director for their hard work and due diligence 
in refinancing our loan and our bond obligations. Looks forward to Good Neighbors Day and announced 
that an upcoming skating event is being planned.     
  

15. 
 

No one spoke on the closed session  
 

Mayor Vargas recessed the City Council meeting to conduct a Closed Session: Conference with Legal 
Counsel – Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a)) of Section 54956.9 of the California Government Code.  
Name of Case.   Felix Sanchez v. City of Hawthorne,  U.S. District Case No. CV13-02539 RGK (Ex) 
     
Mayor Vargas called the City Council meeting back to order following recess with all Councilmembers 
present.  He announced that the closed session was to discuss a Conference with Legal Counsel – 
Existing Litigation (Subdivision (a)) of Section 54956.9 of the California Government Code.  Name of 
Case.   Felix Sanchez v. City of Hawthorne,  U.S. District Case No. CV13-02539 RGK (Ex) and the City 
Attorney stated that all Councilmembers have voted unanimously to approve the mediated settlement in 
the case of Felix Sanchez v. City of Hawthorne and the City Attorney’s office will make the settlement 
agreement a public record available in the City Clerk’s office to anyone who wishes to view it. 

 
16.  

 
Mayor Vargas adjourned the regular meeting at 8:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 ___________________________ 
Norbert Huber      
City Clerk  
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