
 
 

 

 

   
  

 

  
  

 

  
  

 

  
 

 

      
 

  

  

    
 

  
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
   

     

    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

     
 

 
   

 

  
 

  
 

    
 

   
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

   
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

 

 
 

  

  
 

    
 

   

  

  

 
 

  
  

   

  

 

  

   

   

  
  

   

   

  
  

   

   

    

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

   
 

 

City of Hawthorne Commercial and Industrial Development Standards 
Summary Table 

The following is a summary of basic development standards in the commercial and industrial zones. Please consult the Hawthorne Municipal Code (HMC) or contact the 

Department of Planning and Community Development prior to designing any project. 

Category Local Commercial General Commercial 
C-3 Zone 

(HMC 17.28) 

Regional Commercial 
C-R Zone 

(HMC 17.25) 

Industrial 
M-1/M-2 Zones 

(HMC 17.32/17.34) 
C-2 Zone 

(HMC 17.26) 

Max. FAR 1.5 (17.26.050) 2.5 (17.28.050) 3.5 (General Plan) but > 1.0 
requires a CUP (17.25.030) 

 M-1 = Zoning 2.0/ GP 0.75 

 M-2 = Zoning 2.0/ GP 1.75 

Max. Height None but >4 stories requires CUP None but >4 stories requires CUP 
(17.28.040) 

None but >2 stories requires CUP 
(17.25.030) 

None (see setbacks below) 
(17.26.040) 

No. of Parking 
Spaces 

Use and bldg. size specific see Use and bldg. size specific see 
HMC 17.58 

Use and bldg. size specific see HMC 
17.58 

Use and bldg. size specific see HMC 
17.58HMC 17.58 

Parking Design  Size= 9’x 18’  Size= 9’ x 18’ 

 Drive-Aisle= 26’ 

 Driveway= max 30’ 

 Compact= 8’ x 15’ 

 Screen wall/berm (17.58.040.B) 

 Size= 9’ x 18’ 

 Drive-Aisle= 26’ 

 Driveway= max 30’ 

 Compact= 8’ x 15’ 

 Screen wall/berm (17.58.040.B) 

 Size= 8’6” x 18’ 

 Drive-Aisle= 26’ 

 Driveway= max 30’ 

 Compact= 7’6” x 15’ 

 Screen wall/berm (17.58.040.B) 

 Drive-Aisle= 26’ 

 Driveway= max 30’ width 

 Compact= 8’x 15’ 

 Screen wall/berm (17.58.040.B) 

Setbacks 1 None None >2 stories = 15 feet from residential 
(17.25.030) 

>45’ =1’ from side and rear property 
line for every 2’ above 45’ 
(17.32.40)/ (17.34.050) 

Min. Open Space/ 
Landscaping 
(HMC 17.58.040) 

 < 20 parking spaces = 4%  < 20 parking spaces = 4% 
landscaped open space 

 > 20 spaces = 5% landscaped 
open space 

 CUP may require more 
(17.28.060) 

 Water efficient landscape 
(17.89) 

 < 20 parking spaces = 4% 
landscaped open space 

 > 20 spaces = 5% landscaped 
open space 

 Parking lots and properties must 
be landscaped according to 
(17.25.100) 

 Water efficient landscape (17.89) 

 < 20 parking spaces = 4% 
landscaped open space 

 > 20 spaces = 5% landscaped open 
space 

 CUP may require more (17.32.060) 

 (17.34.040),(17.34.070) 

 Water efficient landscape (17.89) 

landscaped open space 

 > 20 spaces = 5% landscaped 
open space 

 CUP may require more 
(17.26.060) 

 Water efficient landscape 
(17.89) 

Signage 
(HMC 17.35) 

 Total sign area = 2 sq ft per  Total sign area = 2 sq ft per 
linear foot of street frontage 

 Wall= max area 33% of wall 

 Freestanding= max height 25’ 

 Total sign area = 2 sq ft per linear 
foot of street frontage 

 Wall= max area 33% of wall 

 Freestanding= max height 25’ 

 Total sign area = 2 sq ft per linear 
foot of street frontage 

 Wall= max area 33% of wall 

 Freestanding= max height 25’ 

linear foot of street frontage 

 Wall= max area 33% of wall 

 Freestanding=max height 25’ 

Other Limitations  Canopies not permitted  Canopies not permitted 

 Storage containers not 
permitted 

 Canopies not permitted 

 Storage containers not permitted 

 No outdoor storage or sales of 

 Outdoor storage – view obscuring 
wall min height of 6’ is required  Storage containers not 

permitted 



  

   
  

 

  
  

 

  
  

 

  
 

 

  
  

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

 

  
 

  
 

 

 

  

 

  

   

   

  

   

 

Category Local Commercial General Commercial 
C-3 Zone 

(HMC 17.28) 

Regional Commercial 
C-R Zone 

(HMC 17.25) 

Industrial 
M-1/M-2 Zones 

(HMC 17.32/17.34) 
C-2 Zone 

(HMC 17.26) 

 No outdoor storage or sales of  No outdoor storage or sales of 
merchandise outdoors 
(17.28.030) 

 Colors require Planning 
Commission approval 
(17.30.010) 

merchandise outdoors 
(17.25.030) 

 Roof mounted structures shall be 
screened (17.25.030) 

 Colors require Planning 
Commission approval (17.30.010) 

merchandise outdoors 
(17.26.030) 

 Colors require Planning 
Commission approval 
(17.30.010) 

1 Certain uses may require additional/different setbacks. Consult the HMC or a Planner to verify 

Legend 

 Sq ft = Square feet 

 CUP = Conditional Use Permit 

 > = Greater than and < = less then 

 HMC = Hawthorne Municipal Code 

 (17.26.050) = HMC code reference 


