
 
   

    

 

  
  

 

  
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

  

 

  
   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

      

  
 

          

    

  
  

        

   

    

  

  

   

   

  

  

       

   

    

   

 
   

    

   

  

  

   

    

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

       
  

      

    

   

    

        

        

    

     

    

   

   

 

       

      

     

    
 

   

  
 

   

   

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

   

  

  

  

City of Hawthorne
 
Residential & Mixed-Use Development Standards Summary Table
 

The following is a summary of basic development standards in all residential zones. Please consult the Hawthorne Municipal Code (HMC) or contact the Department of Planning and Community Development prior to designing any 

project. 

Category Low Density 
R-1 Zone 

(17.14) 

Medium Density High Density Maximum Density Mixed-Use Overlay 
MU Overlay 

(17.87) 

R-2 Zone R-3 Zone R-4 Zone 
(17.16) (17.18) (17.19) 

Purpose Primarily for single-family residential. 
Larger lots may accommodate two 
units. 

For a mixture of single-family, duplex, 
triplex, and lower density multi-family 
developments 

For a mixture of single-family, duplex, 
triplex, and medium density multi-family 
developments 

For a mixture of triplex and high 
density multi-family developments 

For a mixture of commercial and 
residential uses on the same site or in 
the same building. 

Residential Density 
(dependent on lot size) 

1-8 du per acre 8-12 du per acre 12-17 du per acre 17-30 du per acre 30 du per acre 

Approval Process 
(for compliant projects) 

By-right (staff review)  1 to 2 du = By-right (staff review) 

 > 3 du = Admin. Plan Review (HMC 

14.02) 

 DRB for 3 or more du 

 1 to 3 du = By-right (staff review) 

 > 4 du = CUP 

 Admin. Plan Review (HMC 14.02) 

 Condos require CUP for tract map 

 DRB required 

 By-right (staff review) 

 Admin. Plan Review (HMC 14.02) 

 Condos require CUP for tract map 

 DRB required 

 > 3 ac = By-right (staff review) 

 < 3 acres = CUP 

 Admin. Plan Review (HMC 14.02) 

 DRB Required 

Max. Residential 
Density by Lot Size 

 5,000 sf for 1 du 

 >8,000 sf for 2 du 

 5,000 sf for 1 du 

 7,000 sf for 2 du (attached) 

 10,890 sf for 3 du 

 10,890 + 3,630 sf for each unit >4 

 5,000 sf for 1 du 

 7,000 sf for 2 du (attached) 

 7,500 sf for 3 du 

 10,000 + 2,500 sf for each unit >4 

 5,000 sf for 1 du 

 7,000 sf for 2 du (attached) 

 7,500 sf for 3 du 

 7,500 sf to 1 acre = 3 du + 1 unit per 
1,336 sf 

 >1 acre = 1 du per 1,452 sf 

 35,000 sf to 2 ac =10 du/ac 

 2 to 3 ac = 15 du/ac 

 >3 ac = 30 du/ac 

Max. FAR NA NA NA 1.3 (HMC 17.19.016) 1.5 (HMC 17.87.060) 

Max. lot Coverage 50%  50% < 2 du 

 75% > 3 du 

 50% < 2 du 

 60% > 3 du 

 Single family homes = 50% 

 Multiple units = 60% 

90% 

Max. Height 22’ 22’ 22’ 50’ for multifamily Lesser of 60’ or 5 stories 

Lot Dimensions 50’ x 100’ 50’ x 100’ 50’ x 100’ 50’ x 100’ NA 

Open Space 1 NA  1 to 2 du = 500 sf per unit 

 >3 du = 500 sf per unit (Min. 50% 
common) 

500 sf per unit 500 sf per unit 300 sf per unit 

Min. Unit Size 1-2 du & PUD (HMC 17.20.070) 

 Bach./Effic. = 600 sf 

 1 bedroom = 900 sf 

 2 bedroom = 1,250 sf 

 3 bedroom = 1,650 sf 

 4 bedroom = 1,900 sf 

 Plus 150 sf per bedroom over 4 

Apt. or Multi-unit Condo (HMC 17.20.070) 

 Bach./Effic. = 500 sf 

 1 bedroom = 850 sf 

 2 bedroom = 1,200 sf 

 3 bedroom = 1,500 sf 

 4 bedroom = 1,750 sf 

 Plus 150 sf per bedroom over 4 

MU Project (HMC 17.87.060) 

 Bach./Effic. = 350 sf 

 1 Bedroom = 650 sf 

 2 bedroom = 800 sf 

 3 bedroom = 1,100 sf 

 Plus 150 sf per bedroom over 3 



  
  

 

  
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   
 

         
  

   
 
 

   

  
   
  
  
  
  
   
   

    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

   

    

   

     

   

  

    

   

     

   

  

    

   

     

   

   

    

   

   

   

 

     
 

 

 

  
    

   

 

 

  

   

  

    

  

   

 

Category Low Density Medium Density High Density Maximum Density Mixed-Use Overlay 
MU Overlay 

(17.87) 

R-1 Zone R-2 Zone R-3 Zone R-4 Zone 
(17.14) (17.16) (17.18) (17.19) 

Parking 2 
 2 spaces in garage & 2 spaces on  Single-family = See R1  Mixed-Use: 

(HMC 17.58) driveway (new construction only) 

 1 space per bedroom > 4 
 Multi-Family: 

- Bach./Effic. = 2 spaces per unit 
- 1 bedroom = 2 spaces per unit 
- 2 bedroom = 3 spaces per unit 
- 3 bedroom = 3 spaces per unit 
- 4 bedroom = 3.5 spaces per unit 
- 1 space per bedroom > 4 
- Guest (> 4 units) = .5 space per unit 

- Bach./Effic. = 1 space per unit 
- 1 bedroom = 1 space per unit 
- 2 bedroom = 2 spaces per unit 
- 3 bedroom = 2 spaces per unit 
- 4 bedroom = 2 spaces per unit 
- 1 space per bedroom > 4 
- Guest= 1 per 3 units 

Setbacks  Front= 15’ 
 Front facing garage = 18’ 

 Rear = 5’ min. 

 Inter. side =10% of width (3.5’ min) 

 St. side =20% of width 

 Front= 15’ 
 Front facing garage = 18’ 

 Rear = 5’ min. 

 Inter. side =10% of width (3.5’ min) 

 St. side =20% of width 

 Front= 15’ 
 Front facing garage = 18’ 

 Rear = 5’ min. 

 Inter. side =10% of width (3.5’ min) 

 St. side =20% of width 

 Front = 15’ 

 Front facing garage = 18’ 

 Rear = 5’ min. 

 All side below 3
rd 
floor = 5’ 

 All side above 2
nd 
floor = 10’ 

See HMC 17.87.060 

Other  Security Plan mandatory for all multifamily developments. (HMC 17.20.300) 

Notes 
1

 Verify in HMC amount of open space devoted to private and common open space 
2

 See HMC 17.58 for variations in parking rates for mobile homes, senior citizen, transitional/emergency housing 

Legend 

 Sq ft = Square feet 

 CUP = Conditional Use Permit 

 du = dwelling unit 

 > = Greater than; < = Less than; > Greater than or equal to; < Less than or equal to 

 HMC = Hawthorne Municipal Code 

 (17.26.050) = HMC code reference 


