
PRESBYTERIAN

We are Community Presbyterian Church, particularly

associated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).

Presbyterian is the last of the three marks of our identification

because it deals with our form of church government. The word

Presbyterian is from a Greek word found in the Bible (presbyteros)

that means “elder.” A Presbyterian church is one that is governed

by men who are qualified and ordained as leaders in Christ’s

church.  The Pastor assumes the title of elder by virtue of his

office. In our denomination the pastor is sometimes called “The

Teaching Elder.” The Pastor’s primary role is the oversight and

leading of the church in its worship. The other office in the church

is that of “Ruling Elder.” Ruling Elders are not pastors, but they

have a place of authority to make judgments in the church,

especially when there are issues that need to be resolved between

members of the congregation.

While we don’t believe that being presbyterian in government

is essential to being a Christian church, we do believe that the

presbyterian form of reflects biblical precepts and patterns

grounded in the Old Testament and affirmed (though transformed)

in the New Testament. In the Old Testament a system of

government was set up for the people of God, Israel. This 

government included ministers who conducted worship and

participated in judgments among the people. “Elders at the gate”

were the older, respected members of the community whose

primary function was judging disputes and being witness to legal

proceedings. These offices continue in Christ’s church in a new

way. There are now pastors who oversee the worship and

participate in judgments (see 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus), and there are

elders who have judging or ruling role in the church (1Tim 5.17).

This is why we associate ourselves and function within a

presbyterian form of government. 

Our local church is also a member of a presbytery. This is all

the churches of our denomination in a geographical area. This is

the larger group to whom our church is accountable. Our

denomination meets in General Assembly each year, and all of our

presbyteries are accountable to General Assembly.

Though not necessarily included in the name strictly, our

church also has deacons. Deacons serve in various capacities in the

church. These are men to whom particular responsibility is

entrusted in the church. 


