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TYPES OF BLUEBERRIES & COLD REQUIREMENTS

Blueberry plants require a certain amount of cold during the winter in order to produce fruits. This cold requirement is indicated by how many “chill hours” are needed. These chill hours are calculated by adding how many hours below 45 degrees the plants are accumulating. Orlando receives about 350 chill hours per year. 

2 types of blueberry plants can be grown in Florida, Rabbiteye and Southern Highbush. In Central Florida only the Southern Highbush will produce fruits. Rabbiteye varieties require a lot more cold.
PLANTING TIME
Any time as long as plants are in pots
SUN EXPOSURE
Full sun is preferable
COLD TOLERANCE / PROTECTION

When blooms are present, cover the plants with blankets if risk of freeze or frost 
PLANTING DEPTH

Same as depth in pots
SOIL TYPE

Plant in acidic soil (pH 4.5), use 80% fine pine bark  and 20% compost

WATERING

Water once a day if no rain to keep the soil moist. Do not allow soil to dry up
BLOOMING TIME

February/March
FRUITS MATURITY

April/May
FERTILIZATION

Apply organic fertilizer at blooming time, fruiting time and middle of summer
INSECTS & DISEASES

No major pest or disease in gardens but watch for caterpillars and pick them up
PRUNING

Once the fruits are picked, trim all the branches down to 1.5 to 2’ tall in order to get new branches. 6 weeks later, cut 2” off of all the new branches in order to get even more branches to come and make the plants fuller and produce more fruits on the next year
POLLINATION

It is important to plant more than 1 variety in your garden in order to get more fruits thanks to cross-pollination
VARIETIES

All the varieties we grow have been developed at the University of Florida and are well suited for the Central Florida / Tampa area

Mature plant height is 5’ to 6’ but plants can be kept shorter by pruning several times during the year.

Emerald

One of the most popular varieties for Central Florida with vigorous growth and high quality fruit.
Mid-season, needs only 150 to 200 chill hours

Windsor

Big fruits, up to the size of a quarter coin
Mid-late season, 300 to 400 chill hours

Farthing

Big fruits like Windsor, fuller foliage than Windsor

Early season, 100 to 300 chill hours
Sweetcrisp

Very sweet fruits

Early-mid season, 100 to 300 chill hours
Gulfcoast
Perfect variety for Tampa area but also Orlando area

Early-mid season, 100 to 200 chill hours
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