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W ORSHIP S ERVICES

... AND BEYOND

“Lenting” - A Lenten worship series about gerunds. And more
importantly, about living as everyday Christians.
FEBRUARY 14 Becoming
Romans 12:15
FEBRUARY 21 Sitting
Psalm 27
FEBRUARY 28 Singing
Psalm 63
The Westmoreland Festival Chorus will present
Mozart’s Missa Brevis in F Major as part of the 10:00
am service.

S U N D A Y, A P R I L 3
Guest Preacher — 10 am
Rev. Michael Joseph, UCC Global Ministries missionary
in Colombia.

S A T U R D A Y, A P R I L 9

H OLY W EEK
S U N D A Y, M A R C H 2 0
Palm Passion Sunday Service — 10 am
A festive service with children’s palm procession and
communion to move us into Holy Week.

M A U N D Y T H U R S D A Y, M A R C H 2 4
Potluck Supper — 7 pm
Service — 8pm
Our friends from the French Protestant Church and the
German Lutheran Church will join us for a meal and
service. The service will include hymns, scripture-reading,
foot-washing and hand-washing, and communion.
Bring a dish to share.

E A S T E R S U N D A Y, M A R C H 2 7
Easter Sunrise Service — 7 am
We gather outdoors on the church steps to greet the Easter
day with a brief service of scripture, song and communion.
Light Breakfast — 8 am
The deacons will offer light breakfast
snacks in the Parlor.
Groups for All ages—9 am
Nursery care, children’s choir, youth
class, adult discussion, Chancel Choir
rehearsal Festive Worship — 10 am
Choir, brass, Time for Children, festive hymns, and
communion

Leadership Retreat — 10 am
All board and committee members encouraged to attend.

S U N D A Y S, A P R I L 10—J U N E 12
Splendor, Justice & Comfort
A sermon series about the Book
of Revelation. Sundays 10 am.

S U N D A Y, A P R I L 1 7
Choir for a Day — 9 am
All singers invited. 9 am rehearsal for 10 am service.

S U N D A Y, A P R I L 2 4
Art Exhibit
Opening of art display by Westmorelanders.

S A T U R D A Y, A P R I L 30
Sandwich-Making for
Martha’s Table — 10 am
Everyone invited to make
sandwiches for Martha’s Table.
Sponsored by the Briggs Center
for Faith & Action.

Light Brunch with Mimosas — 11:30 am

A NOTE FROM THE SENIOR MINISTER
Evangelism, Westmoreland-style
Let’s talk about
evangelism. Yep,
evangelism.
No, not about standing
on street corners with
sandwich boards or
leaving tracts about
salvation with your tip
at restaurants.
I’m talking about how we speak of the
good news that we experience here at
Westmoreland. That’s what evangelism
is—an old Greek word for “good news.”
Here is a story about evangelism,
Westmoreland-style...
In December, a church member was at
dinner at the Swedish ambassador’s house.
(A great way to begin a DC story, right?) A
Swedish diplomat who lives on

Massachusetts Avenue said to the
Westmorelaner,“Every time I come around
that circle and see that church which
welcomes gay and lesbian people, I
smile. It must be quite a church.”
The church member replied, “It is indeed
quite a church. You would be very
welcome to stop by and see for yourself.”
That is evangelism. A small rainbow flag
on the sign. (Small, but with a powerful
symbol.) The sign itself. A church member
who had an engaging conversation with a
diplomat. All of that is evangelism.
And none of it had to do with “being
saved” or “going to heaven.” It had to do
with hospitality and justice. That’s what
evangelism is—the good news of God that
welcomes, includes, and wants the best for
all of creation.
What stories of evangelism do you have to
tell? What good news makes you smile?

How does Westmoreland inspire your
dinner conversations? Where do you see
the love and justice of God at work in the
world? What makes you feel welcomed
here? How do you welcome others? Who
might you invite to “stop by and see for
yourself” or even to come with you this
Easter?
Thanks to the church member who passed
on this dinner-party story. Thanks to the
sign-tender. Thanks to the group who built
the sign a few years ago. Thanks to
everyone who gives to the church to pay for
the electricity that lights the sign. Thanks to
our UCC sisters and brothers for our
common witness for justice. Thanks to you
for being a living part of the good news of
Westmoreland.
I am glad to be your pastor.

Beloved, let us love one another…”

— I John 4:7
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To order Easter Flowers
visit the church website
or contact Mimi Miller
301-229-7766.
Please submit your order
by Tuesday, March 22.

WestmorelandUCC.org

Facebook.com/WestmorelandUCC

NEW FORMAT

THANK YOU

This Holy Week version of The Westmorelander
comes to you in a new format. With weekly
emails, the Sunday bulletin, social media, physical
and electronic bulletin boards, there are so many
ways to communicate. With this edition of the
Westmorelander we are trying to communicate in a
more focused way— a briefer newsletter that
highlights information. For greater detail, see the
Sunday bulletin, the weekly email, or the webpage.

to

Twitter.com/WestmorelandUCC

A woman presses the buzzer at the Massachusetts Avenue door.
“I’d like to see a pastor, please,” she says. With nervousness and
tears, her story trickles out. Her husband left. Her car needs
repairs. Her children are hungry and angry. Her part-time job
ends next week. “Can you help,” she asks.
The answer is, “Yes.” Thanks to your gifts to Westmoreland,
Tim and Alexis have access to a benevolence fund to assist
people in need.

Paying a small car repair bill is one way the money you give to Westmoreland
helps the world. Our Outreach Offering, collected at Easter and Christmas, goes
helping groups in DC. Your regular gifts to the life of our church pay the light
bills, keep the doors open, and support the ministry of our staff. Denominational
offering and other special collections fund emergency needs. The upcoming
capital campaign will make our building more accessible.
Your gifts are important, appreciated and needed. Thank you.

