Fall 2017 Course Descriptions
❏ART
❏LANGUAGE ARTS
❏MATH
❏MEDIA & TECHNOLOGY
❏PHYSICAL EDUCATION
❏SCIENCE
❏SOCIAL STUDIES
❏THEATER ARTS

ART
Fashion Design
J
Grade Level: JH
Description: Students take the power back
and design their own wearable gear. From
sewing alterations and patches to screen
printing designs, to making hats,
accessories, jewelry, bags and more, they
create whatever they dream up. This is
functional and fashionable art.
Workload: Students design templates using colored pencil and marker, sketch out
ideas on paper, then bring these to life. Students are required to conceptualize and
fabricate various projects, including a screen-printed T-shirt, patchwork pants, hand
drawn hats, tie-dyed fabric, stamped tote bags, jewelry and other accessories. At
the end of the semester, students host a group fashion show. In this class, students
wear their homework!

Sketchbook 24/7: Drawing,
drawing, DRAWING!
J
Grade Level: JH, HS
Description: This class gets back to the
basics of drawing. Students hone linear
and shading techniques to draw people,
portraits, landscapes, comics, characters,
geometric, abstract and more. By working
in a sketchbook, students can work on
their drawings anytime, anywhere. This
class is a dedicated time and space to
experiment with existing skills as well as
to learn and develop some new ones.
Students also use a variety of dry media,
including pencil, pen, charcoal, colored
pencil, marker, and pastel.

Workload: Over the course of a semester students are tasked with filling up an
entire sketchbook. It may sound like a lot of work, but some pages are for practice,
rough sketches, or intentionally left unfinished as process. Students work on at
least ten refined projects and create finished pages relating to specific subject
matter and artistic concepts we discuss. These are reproduced for an
end-of-semester showing. Selections are also collected and printed together for
local distribution as a Skybridge Zine.

3D All Day: Sculpture & Mixed Media
J

Grade Level: JH, HS

Description: Bored of two
dimensions? Students work
with their hands to forge
three-dimensional artworks
using clay, cardboard, paper,
found objects, wood and
other assorted materials;
they make mixed media
creations with hand tools,
power tools, their own
ingenuity and more. They
deploy functional reuse, recycle art, land art, and maybe a bit of painting to finish it
off, and display their works with clever wall mounting and freestanding. They
consider form and the passage of time.
Workload: Students develop a body of artwork with basic skills using tools and
handiwork. The goals of this class include students assembling various materials to
achieve the desired result, working from initial concept renderings (sketches) to
completion, and displaying the works safely and professionally. Throughout the
semester, students produce a series of 3-dimensional artwork for both fun and
function. Origami paper art, cardboard furniture, wood carving, recycled art,
mounted relief, land art installation, clay pottery and paper-mache are some of the
general required projects.

LANGUAGE ARTS

Junior High Composition
Ben
Grade Level: JH

Description: T
 his semester, we will focus on the holistic process of writing and
editing our ideas in ways that are academically rigorous and creatively satisfying.
We will work both in and outside of class to draft, edit, and complete a variety of
projects. The semester will also include:  grammar lessons, vocab exercises, and
other activities that will help the students grow and thrive as writers.
Workload: Students will have writing prompts assigned on Mondays that are due
on Friday and vocab work assigned Monday that is due on Wednesday. 10-15
minutes of computer and lecture-based grammar lessons and exercises will be
done 2-3 times a week.
We will be reading T he Outsiders (Comp Section ‘C’ only), T he House on Mango Street,
and The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian this semester. There will be
occasional reading comprehension questions done in-class. I will also assign
occasional short answer writing assignments based on important quotations from
the novel.

High School Composition
Ben
Grade Level: HS

Description: T
 his semester, we will focus on the holistic process of writing and
editing our ideas in ways that are academically rigorous and creatively satisfying.
We will work both in and outside of class to draft, edit, and complete a variety of
projects. The semester will also include:  grammar lessons, vocab exercises, and
other activities that will help the students grow and thrive as writers.
Workload: Students will have writing prompts assigned on Mondays that are due
on Friday and vocab work assigned Monday that is due on Wednesday. 10-15
minutes of computer and lecture-based grammar lessons and exercises will be
done 2-3 times a week.
We will be reading the various essay including Orwell’s W
 hy I Write and the graphic
novel This One Summer this semester. There will be occasional reading
comprehension questions done in-class. I will also assign occasional short answer
writing assignments based on important quotations from the novels.

Book Club
Ben

Grade Level: JH
Description: This is a class for our most
dedicated readers. After some initial
discussions, we choose 2-3 full-length novels
read and discusse over the course of the
semester. Homework usually consists of
20-30 minutes of reading per night. The
books are read both at home and in class.
Class sessions include some reading time,
literary analysis, and occasional short
response papers.

Workload: Nightly readings, occasional short answers (about half a page, double
spaced), and a final creative project/presentation at the end of the semester.

Writing and Reading Lab
Ben
Grade Level: JH
Description: Are you working on a novel,
but can’t seem to find the time to get the
next chapter done? Do you wish you had
more time one-on-one with your teacher to
get that research paper completed? Is
writing a huge part of your life that you want
to continue to cultivate during the school
day while in a quiet, calm, and supportive
environment? The Writing Lab at Skybridge
is the perfect place for our resident writers
as well as those who want to really focus
and improve their ability to work on their
words and ideas. Students are encouraged
to set writing goals, share work, have small
workshops, and schedule individual
conferences with the teacher.
Workload: Students are responsible for coming to each meeting with projects and
ideas to work on during the entire hour. If students want prompts or projects from

the teacher, that can be arranged, but this should be discussed before the actual
class meeting. Three weeks into the semester, each student sets 1-3 goals for the
semester and meets with the teacher throughout the fall in order to check in and
make sure they are progressing in their writing.

Comics as Literature
Ben
Grade Level: JH
Description: The protagonists of
these stories are all smart, capable,
and ready to take on their individual
adventures with courage and
compassion that isn’t often found in
the ‘punch ‘em up and ask questions
later’ world of mainstream comics.
The characters that are front and
center in these graphic narratives
come from all corners of the world
and we spend the semester learning
about their journeys and discussing
how they can inspire us on our own
paths toward a future full of
possibility.
Workload: Nightly readings,
occasional short answers (about half
a page, double spaced), and a final
creative project/presentation at the
end of the semester.

Reading and Writing Test Prep
Ben
Grade Level: HS
Description: This class focuses on helping students
practice for the reading, writing, and language
arts-based parts of standardized college placement
tests like the ACT, SAT, and TSI. Students take a
minimum of three full-length practice SAT tests and

work individually and in groups to practice and better understand the way these
kinds of tests are formatted. Students set goals and work toward accomplishing
them throughout the length of the semester.
Workload: The work for this class is contained to the class and does not require
homework. Class time is evenly divided evenly between discussing test taking
strategies and working through actual practice questions. The class requires focus
and dedication, as we spend lots of time reading, writing, and taking practice
exams.

Reading and Writing Poetry
Ben
Grade Level: HS
Description: This class exists mainly to help undo the
horrors acted upon students in past poetry classes. We
dive headfirst into the weird, unstable, and beautiful
world of poetry by looking at things like memes, texting,
YouTube, and other mega-modern forms of
communication as ways of making poetic language part
of our everyday exchanges. We FaceTime with
award-winning poets and deconstruct Kendrick Lamar
lyrics. We erase great works of literature with black
Sharpies and create collages out of old magazines and found text. Above all else,
this class requires creativity, daring, courage, and a strong sense of nonsense.
Workload: Weekly readings and creative assignments. There is a final portfolio of
edited work due at the end of the semester.

MATH

Math Immersion
Adam
Grade Level: JH
Description: T
 he Elementary Algebra class is
designed to prepare junior high math students
for high school level math courses. Students are
exposed to many of the topics that are covered
in High School and work at a challenging pace to
establish a foundation for reasoning with
unknown values. This course increases students’
procedural and conceptual knowledge when
manipulating expressions with real numbers.
Overall, students develop a concrete understanding of how to represent
relationships between values using mathematical language and symbols.
Workload: Students are required to take notes and participate in class discussions
during lectures. It is expected that students ask questions when they are confused
and do not understand what to do and/or how to do it. Students may need to finish
work outside of class that they are unable to finish during class periods.

Math Fundamentals
Adam
Grade Level: JH
Description: I n Pre-Algebra students work to improve their number sense and
computational skills. This works to help with their mathematical reasoning so they
are ready to learn the fundamental concepts for symbolic reasoning.
The Pre-Algebra course consists of 9 units. Each unit can take between three
to four week. The pace at which content is covered depends on the students’
content mastery. Mastery is determined in multiple ways ranging from in-class
participation, homework, group projects and assessments. At the end of each unit,
students complete a Unit Check where students are asked questions that require
them to connect concepts and show procedural understanding.
Workload: Students are required to take notes and participate in class discussions
during lectures. It is expected that students ask questions when they are confused
and do not understand what to do and/or how to do it. Students may need to finish
work outside of class that they are unable to finish during class periods.

Algebra I
Adam
Grade Level: HS
Description: I n Algebra I, students continue to develop their understanding of real
numbers and acquire fundamental skills necessary to symbolically represent
mathematical relationships. The skills and concepts learned in this course enhance
students’ problem-solving abilities. Specifically, students learn to identify variables
and the associated mathematical relationships to derive equations. Ultimately, the
course supports critical thinking, thorough comprehension and application of
mathematical operations.
The Algebra I course is designed as a segue between junior high and high
school level mathematics. For the first quarter of the school year, students are
exposed to direct instruction and complete the same set of assignments. During
the second quarter, students gradually take on the responsibility for their own
progress. By second semester, students work in a self-paced manner which allows
them to spend more time on topics that require more effort to understand and less
time on topics that they understand quickly.
Workload:  Students are responsible for setting their own pace and concentrating
on making progress everyday while in class. Students are required to take notes
and participate in class discussions. It is expected that students ask questions when
they are confused and do not understand what to do and/or how to do it. Students
may need to finish work outside of class that they are unable to finish during class
periods.

Geometry
Adam
Grade Level: HS
Description: T
 his course focuses on understanding the
properties of two and three-dimensional geometric figures
and their real-world applications. Students utilize inductive
and deductive reasoning skills in order to formulate proofs
for geometric theorems. These skills help students to
further analyze the world around them and prepare them
for more advanced topics in mathematics.
Workload: Students are responsible for setting their own pace and concentrating
on making progress everyday while in class. Students are required to take notes
and participate in class discussions. It is expected that students ask questions when
they are confused and do not understand what to do and/or how to do it. Students
may need to finish work outside of class that they are unable to finish during class
periods.

Algebra II
Adam
Grade Level: HS
Description: I n Algebra II, students build upon concepts they learned in Algebra I
by expanding their knowledge of functions and their behaviors. Students build on
writing equations to develop systems of equations, further explore different types
of functions, and are introduced to matrices and the use of trigonometric functions.
The topics covered in class help students develop abstract reasoning and critical
thinking skills necessary for complex problem solving.
Workload:  Students are responsible for setting their own pace and concentrating
on making progress everyday while in class. Students are required to take notes
and participate in class discussions. It is expected that students ask questions when
they are confused and do not understand what to do and/or how to do it. Students
may need to finish work outside of class that they are unable to finish during class
periods.

Pre-Calculus
Adam
Grade Level: HS
Description: T
 his course is designed for
students who have completed Algebra I,
Geometry, and Algebra II but desire to
continue their mathematical learning into
advanced courses. The course concentrates
on advanced algebra concepts, elementary
calculus, and trigonometry. Through this
course students learn about the theoretical
and practical uses for complex functions to
model using mathematics.
Workload:  Students are responsible for setting their own pace and concentrating
on making progress everyday while in class. Students are required to take notes
and participate in class discussions. It is expected that students ask questions when
they are confused and do not understand what to do and/or how to do it. Students
may need to finish work outside of class that they are unable to finish during class
periods.

Math Lab
Adam
Grade Level: HS
Description: T
 his high school elective course
is designed as a study hall-type period
specifically for math work. Students receive
extra help on classwork, homework, test
prep, or advanced math concepts. Aside from
working on math work, students refine their
ability to set goals for their own learning.
Students learn how to break down large overwhelming goals into smaller steps that
they can accomplish. We also discuss how goals can be changed if they become too
stressful or if students find them easier to accomplish than initially anticipated.
Workload:  Students are responsible for setting their own pace and concentrating
on making progress everyday while in class. Students are required to take notes
and participate in class discussions. It is expected that students ask questions when

they are confused and do not understand what to do and/or how to do it. Students
may need to finish work outside of class that they are unable to finish during class
periods.

Math Test Prep
Dan
Grade Level: HS
Description: This course assists
students in preparing for the Math
portion of SAT, TSI, or any other tests
the student plans to take. We fill the
gaps of previous learning in order to
make students well-rounded test
takers. We work in small groups to
analyze and familiarize ourselves
with standardized test style
problems.
Workload: Three practice tests are taken throughout the semester. Students are
expected to work diligently to improve upon their test taking abilities while in class.
Students need to ask questions in order to refine their understanding of
mathematical concepts.

Robotics
Adam
Grade Level: HS
Description: I n this high school elective course,
students learn about and apply methods of robotics.
Students first learn about the different systems that
enable robots to grab, lift, push, pull, etc. They then
work in small groups to design and build a robot that
can perform a given challenge. Towards the end of the
semester, students learn how to use basic programming
to automate their robots. A
 fter testing our robots, we
analyze each design for effectiveness and ingenuity.
Workload: Students need to work together to finish designs, programs, and builds.
They may be required to work on projects outside of class in order to meet
deadlines. Each student must be able to submit their work digitally and on paper.

MEDIA & TECHNOLOGY

Intro to Computer Programming
Jerome
Grade Level: JH
Description: This class is an
introduction to computer
programming using Minecraft,
Scratch, and Code.org. This class
demystifies the magic of computers in
a fun, creative, and collaborative
environment. We study how
computers work, what makes them
think, and we create simple programs.
Students learn the history of
computers, and how today's advanced
computers work by comparison.
Workload: Students are required to problem solve using the tools they gain
throughout the semester. Online tutorials and lessons are assigned in class. As the
semester progresses, students learn how to program Arduino controllers and work
with Raspberry Pi computers.

Audio Production
Jerome
Grade Level: HS
Description: This class is an exploration of sound
recording, sound engineering, audio interfaces,
MIDI tracks and loops, audio production and
performance using Ableton Live. Students learn
the basics of song structure, music theory, analog
and digital audio interfaces, and audio effects.
Workload: Students follow online tutorials and in-class discussions to learn the
basics of the Ableton Interface. Throughout the semester, students create several
songs based on prompts. Some students are required to present and/or perform
their music live at the end of the semester.

3D Modelling and Printing
Jerome
Grade Level: JH
Description: Students learn how to
model, design, capture, and animate 3D
objects using various computer
software programs for art, 3D printing
and fabrication, game design, and
animations. Programs include Blender,
Autodesk Meshmixer, Adobe Mixamo,
Unity Game Engine and others we
discover throughout the semester.
Students finish the class with a wide
knowledge of the various workflows
that require 3D modeling and animation.
Workload: Students are required to follow in-class tutorials and instructions for
various project challenges throughout the semester. These include, but are not
limited to, creating a scale model of real world objects, animating movement cycles
for game characters, designing and fabricating practical objects to be 3D printed,
and compositing 3D objects onto live footage.

2D Character Design and Animation
Jerome
Grade Level: JH

animated on top of live action.

Description: Students in this class learn how to
design a 2D character for Animation in film and
Game Design. Using various software in the
Adobe Suite such as Illustrator, Photoshop, After
Effects, and Premiere, students learn the basics
of animating movement. These characters are
used in a game, a short animated movie, or

Workload: Students follow in-class instructions and tutorials to learn the basics of
various programs used for animation and character design. Students create a wide
array of actions, movements, and facial expressions for their characters. Students
then implement those characters into a final portfolio and an individualized project.

Game Design (Unity)
Jerome
Grade Level: HS
Description: Students learn how to create 2D and
3D video games and/or interactive stories using
the game engines Unity, Construct 2, Godot, and
others. This class is open to people who've never
coded to advanced programmers, as well as
illustrators and storytellers. This class develops
various digital content creation skills for individual
and collaborative game design projects.
Workload: Student assignments are tailored to the skillset each student is
improving upon and submitting for their class projects. If a student wishes to focus
more on a specific part of game design, such as coding, character creation, or
storytelling, they may be assigned to work collaboratively with another student to
supplement their complementary skill study.
Students are expected to steadily improve on their projects, and submit a portfolio
of progress at the end of the semester.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Team Games
Adam
Grade Level: JH
Description: This course is designed to teach
students about the correct and safe way to play team
games. We spend three week units learning about
and playing games or sports that are played one
team vs another. We have a unit on basketball, baseball, volleyball, speedball,
soccer, and any other team game that interests the students.
Workload: Students need to learn the rules of each game and be able to pass a
quiz on those rules. Students are also be required to participate in each game and
play them while abiding by the rules.

SCIENCE
The Hot and the Freezing
Kate
Grade Level: JH
Description: Freezing wastelands and
scorching deserts are some of the most
inhospitable environments on our planet and also some of the most beautiful. Part
Atmospheric Science, part Ecology, part
Earth Science - this course looks at the
biological and physical processes that
shape and sculpt our planet. The glacial
ravines of Alaska and the sand dunes of
the Sahara all have huge, creaking,
ever-moving science behind them.
Workload: A relatively theoretical class, this is taught through a series of class
projects, case studies, instructor-lead activities, group work, and the odd game.
Students maintain their journals and complete an individual earth science case
study midway through the semester to get full credit. A science journal is a living,
evolving document, so mistakes are inevitable and the occasional spill happens;
notes are generally taken by hand, but students may use a laptop for longer form
written activities.

Chemical Reactions and Experiment Design
Kate
Grade Level: JH
Description: This is a process-focused course in which
students build their laboratory skills, further their
understanding of reactivity, and develop a confident capacity
to apply the scientific method to a range of different
circumstances.
Workload: This course ran at the beginning of last school year
and a re-run has been much requested; however, students
need not worry about repetition. We build their individual

skills portfolio with a whole series of different laboratory experiments (last term we
spent a significant amount of time looking at endothermic and exothermic
reactions - this semester we look at bacterial multiplication, acids / bases etc)
This is a practical class in which students participate in at least one laboratory
activity a week, and we have some traditional teacher-lead class time, discussion,
and group activities. Each experiment is written up using the traditional format;
sometimes this is a short, pre-framed activity, and other weeks, less structure is
provided. There is no overarching final project but rather the expectation that
students maintain their folder of lab reports and write ups.

Animal Behavioral Science - Does My Dog Love Me?
Kate
Grade Level: JH

Description: Why do animals react
the way they do in certain situations?
Behavior is shaped by evolutionary
forces; no behavior is random. In
this class we explore how past and
present scientists study animal
behavior, as well as how animals use
their behaviors in acquiring
resources, avoiding predators, and
finding mates and social
interactions.
We spend a three week sub-unit looking at the astonishing coevolution of people
and dogs - and we investigate the impacts that this symbiosis has had on our
relationship with our furry house guests in the 21st century.
Workload: Students take quizzes on concepts covered, complete some written
assignments, and are sometimes assigned readings to complete outside of class.
Additionally, students research a behavior topic of their choosing throughout the
semester and present a powerpoint about it to the class at the end of the semester.
There are shorter "practice" presentations throughout the semester to prepare
everyone for the final presentation.

Genetics and Evolution
Kate
Grade Level: HS
Description: The two main concepts discussed
and investigated over the semester of study
are:
1) How the characteristics of a living organism
are influenced by its genome and its interaction
with the environment
2) How evolution occurs by a process of natural
selection and that accounts both for
biodiversity and how organisms are all related
to varying degrees.
Our investigation of these two areas leads us through wide and varied spaces of
study, including the advantages of sexual (on a purely biological level) and asexual
reproduction; genetic variation; genome structure; the complexity of protein
synthesis; and the beautiful simplicity of the DNA double helix.
Workload: There is a significant raw science core of work in this course. Students
are expected to absorb and apply the principles of Mendel and Darwin when talking
about genetic variance, they explore the differences between horizontal (inherited)
and vertical (non-inherited) characteristics - and participate in a full class practical
involving studying the genetic mutations of fruit flies. Final assessment are based
on a combination of semester-long commitment and practical lab activity
participation and analysis.

HS Marine Biology and Oceanography
Kate
Grade Level: HS
Description: During this course, students
tackle big questions such as: why are
coral reefs so diverse, how do we best
manage and conserve marine life, and
how will climate change impact
biodiversity? This course combines
Marine Biology with Ocean Science integrating biological knowledge with an
understanding of ocean processes.
Students study topics like ocean
biogeochemistry and physical processes
alongside the biology and ecology of
marine life.
Workload: This course has a huge amount of potential content. In order to retain
manageability, it is divided into six discrete 2-3 week modules as follows:
Introduction to Marine Biology. This module introduces students to marine biology,
covering aspects such as marine ecosystems, organisms and oceanography. This
starts to develop a range of core skills and confidence in effective written
communication - and sets up individual expectations for the rest of the semester.
Physical and Chemical Processes of the Ocean. This module provides an
introduction to the main physical and chemical processes occurring in the world's
oceans
Our Ocean Planet. In this module, students endeavor on a group project that
explores important topical issues associated with our ocean planet. Students have
a creative opportunity to work in teams on a topic of their choice using a
project-based learning approach. They work to present their ideas in a medium of
their team's choice.
Life on Earth. The module provides an overview of the major taxa of living
organisms, their diversity, biology and evolutionary relationships.
Biology of Marine Organisms. This is an introduction to fundamental aspects of the
biology of marine organisms. The module focuses on the diversity of form and
function within groups of ‘’marine chloroxygenic’’ organisms and animals, and on
how this allows them to succeed in different marine environments.

Principles of Conservation Biology. Successful conservation is dependent on a
thorough grasp of fundamental biological principles. This module considers the
aspects of population, molecular, & evolutionary ecology which are central to
understanding the threats to marine life.

Light Up Your Life
Dan

Grade Level: JH
Description: The 20th century could be
considered the century of electricity.
Nowadays, electricity is everywhere and we
cannot consider living without it. In this class,
we cover all aspects of electricity, including the
different types of circuits and how to build
them. We also cover the concepts of
resistance, current, and potential difference.
We look at how simple electrical circuits are
constructed and how electricity is generated in
power stations.
Workload: The class is mostly practical-based,
where the students produce a report for each
experiment undertaken, usually one report
per week. There is some class-based and
home-based research later in the semester,
with an opportunity to creatively explore
different types of electric circuits.

Bring them Back Alive
Dan
Grade Level: JH
Description: Space is an extremely dangerous
place. From the earliest days of the Mercury
program to modern Soyuz rockets, people have
been protected from the hazards of outer space.
We look at how spacesuits and spacecraft have
been adapted to cope with different
environmental dangers. We cover different
methods of heat transfer, smart materials,
catalysts, metals and corrosion and gases.
Workload: This class involves many
opportunities for research and presentations. There is also a practical component
where the students need to link the experimental results to a real-life situation, so
good note-taking is an essential skill.

The Spectre of Nuclear Power
Dan
Grade Level: JH, HS
Description: Since the first atomic weapon
was unleashed in 1945, people have feared
atomic power. Several nuclear accidents
over the years have also led people to
mistrust nuclear power. In this class, we
look at the history of the atom and how the
first nuclear pile and nuclear weapons
were developed. We also examine how
nuclear power plants are constructed and
operated and compare them to other
methods of electricity generation. We cover
the dangers of radioactivity and the uses of
radioactive materials.
Workload: There are many opportunities for students to develop their research
and presentation skills. There is some nuclear equation writing, but for the junior

high school, this is minimal. Students need to be mature when dealing with the
effects of radiation, e.g., cancer, as it may offend others if the subject is not dealt
with sympathetically.

The Magic of Chemistry
Dan
Grade Level: HS
Description: Chemistry is the study of
how atoms and molecules react. We
study several different types of reactions
in this class. Reactions studied include
acid/alkali, substitution and replacement,
combustion, decomposition, exothermic
and endothermic reactions and redox
reactions. Students learn how to write
chemical equations from word problems. We also look at the concepts of
equilibrium and rate of reaction.
Workload: This class covers different types of reactions so students are doing a
large quantity of practical activity, which needs to be written to a high school level.
We also look at chemical equations where some basic arithmetic is used. There is
some content knowledge required prior to each type of reaction, which could
involve some home study.

SOCIAL STUDIES
Socratic Seminar
Tyler
Grade Level: JH
Description: Continuing our explorations of
science, psychology, oppression, poverty,
literature, personal growth, and everything and
anything in between, this class is a space for
students to discover and discuss issues that
impact us everyday. The constantly evolving
class covers completely new topics every
semester. This class gives students a place to
grow as students, citizens, and people. Working
together, we learn through Socratic Dialogue
how to be better public speakers, more
engaged listeners, and we increase our
knowledge.
Workload: Students read, watch, write and discuss during class. Every student is
expected to contribute to classroom culture by bringing positive energy and an
eagerness to learn into the classroom. Students are also required to lead at least
one discussion during the semester.

The Cold War: A World on the Brink of Destruction
Tyler
Grade Level: HS
Description: Espionage, nuclear war,
propaganda, the Vietnam War,
assassinations, patriotism, Watergate,
hippies, arming rebel militias, and Twinkies;
this class examines a large swath of
modern history that has contributed to
creating the world as we now know it.
Beginning at the very end of World War II,
we take a tour through the American
experience, spanning through the Korean
War, the Vietnam War, and various cultural issues in America, and we analyze
American Foreign Policy.
Workload: Students are expected to read, write and discuss various topics.
Learning is divided between lecture, student-led research, videos and reading.
Students also complete one research paper on a topic of their choice and present it
to the class.

American History: From the Arrival of Columbus to
the Civil War
Tyler
Grade Level: JH, HS
Description: This class examines early
American History, and includes: the “official”
discovery of America by the controversial
explorer, Christopher Columbus; the
establishment of European peoples; the
"American Indian Wars"; the formation of the
wild west; the American Revolution; and the
conclusion of the Civil War. This class uses
historical documents to understand the ideas, cultures, successes, tragedies,
oppression, and hardships of America through the perspectives of various peoples.

Workload: Students are required to read, write, discuss and research various
topics. Students are also asked to complete a research paper and a presentation to
accompany it.

World Mythology
Josh
Grade Level: JH, HS
Description: What is myth and
why does it fascinate us? World
Mythology will answer these (and
many more) questions through
explorations of various
mythological traditions from
across the globe. Students will
come to know the gods of numerous pantheons and become familiar with shared
mythological themes found across the globe. Toward the end of the semester, class
will come to identify and examine mythological traditions present in modern
popular culture as well as explore mythological themes in their
own lived experience.
Workload: In addition to watching various films, students will read and discuss
mythic traditions in class. Homework will include some reading and working on
projects which will include written and creative components. Students are expected
to come to class prepared, ready to discuss the day’s material, and completing
assignments in a timely manner.

THEATER
Theatre Tech - Props and Magical Objects
Brian
Grade Level: JH
Description: For the first third to
half of the semester, students
are given design and tech
challenges for which they use
creativity, skills, and research to
execute. In the previous iteration
of this class, during this phase
the students worked together to
create a shadow puppet show, a
contraption to make cards fall
from the sky, crowns from foam
and leather, and elaborate armor
from junk they found around the old campus. Once the plays for the production
classes have been written or selected, students switch gears to practical application
— they design and build props and set pieces for the theatre shows.
Workload: Students work independently and in groups to plan and execute
projects. The projects in the first half of the semester are largely during class time;
however, later in the semester, some of the projects may require time spent
outside of class.

Junior High Production
Brian
Grade Level: JH
Description:
Students work together with a
playwright to co-create and
perform a play. Early in the
semester, students bring ideas
into a devising process where
they create material that a
playwright - either the

instructor or a high school student — uses to make a 30-40 minute play. Students
learn acting techniques and apply these to the production of a play, which
culminates with a performance at the end of the semester.
The Junior High students have requested that we produce a musical. Should this be
the plurality of the desire of the students in this class, we will consider producing a
modified ‘jukebox musical.’ Essentially we take famous songs, tweak them, and
apply plot.
Workload: Students do some outside work, including but not limited to
memorizing of lines and researching and exploring character.

Funerals for Imaginary Friends
Brian
Grade Level: JH
Description: Our first semester, we held a
funeral for an imaginary friend. Another
semester, we created a church service for a
cheese god. Another, audience members were
blindfolded and “witnessed” Collin mauled by a
lion in a pet shop.
A devised theatre piece starts from an ensemble,
not from a playwright. In the past, we’ve explored
improv, guerrilla theatre, non-visual theatre,
miming and clowning, movement, and ritual, and
we’ve made pieces that defied genre.
This class has been dubbed “The Weird Theatre Class” because it’s not what people
traditionally see as theatre.  Everything that we do is an experiment, often with
surprising results. Students explore theatrical experiences such as haunted houses,
magic shows, and political debates. They ask what is theatre and how does theatre
influence our daily interactions -- and they make things the worlds has never seen
before.
Workload: Most work is done collaboratively in class, though students occasionally
volunteer to do a component of the project outside of class time.

Improv: The Youthenizers
Brian
Grade Level: HS
Description: Improv is the act of
creating in the moment.
Improvisers establish characters
and set up scenes in an instant.
They create without judgment.
More importantly, improv teaches
skills in teamwork and
communication. This semester, the
focus is not just be on a specific
kind of improv, but also on how
improv can create and harness
community.
Students perform several shows over the semester, including at least one outside
of Skybridge. Additionally, veteran Youthenizers may be asked to lead workshops
with the junior high students or other community members.
Workload: The vast majority of the work in this class happens during class time.
There may be an occasional homework assignment — to go to see an improv show,
for example, or to make a poster for the performance. Students perform outside of
class time, and do the necessary prep work.

High School Production
Brian
Grade Level: HS
Description: In the past, this class brought
NAMELESS IN THE DESERT, VERY BEST COFFEE,
and TWO TRUTHS AND LIES to life. We've
generally started from scratch - an idea, an
image -- and created characters and scenes and
situations in class. These were then fashioned
into a play script that the students rehearsed,
teched, and performed. The end-goal is a full
production in the Skybridge Theatre space of a
high-quality play that is both fun to perform but also contains a multitude of
meanings.  Over the semester, students help co-create the play, plan and execute
the tech, memorize lines, rehearse, and perform (or stage manage) in the
production. We partner with the junior high “Props and Magical Items” class for the
tech; however, students also take on technical responsibilities that fit with their
interests and skills.
Workload: The workload in the early part of the semester is relatively light students come to class with some outside research. Midway through the semester,
the workload increases as students explore the dramaturgical background of their
characters, the meaning of the play, memorize lines, and execute the tech. Late in
the semester, we incorporate outside rehearsals and a traditional tech week.

