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Exciting Times for Pulse Commodities 
By Andrew McDonald 

 

n the International Year of Pulses, Bean Growers Australia is very much 
behind this initiative and is proud to be one of the largest Australian pulse 
suppliers to Australian and Overseas markets.   

 
Current prices for Navy Beans and Mungbeans are at higher than average 
values. We are also very excited about some advances in Navy Bean varieties, 
with commercial seed being available this season for a stand out variety of 
Navy Bean from overseas.  It has a high disease rating and impressive yields. For seed availability, commodity 
prices and further information, please contact us. 
 

Jade-AU Mungbeans have more potential for higher yields than any other variety ever 
released  

With the tough finish to last season’s Mungbean crops, a lot has been said about how Jade-AU performed in 
these conditions. 
 
With such a great start in December and early January, 
Mungbean crops were travelling along nicely with many 
possibly being waterlogged and needing some moderate 
sunshine. With February, March and April only delivering 
excessive heat and minimal rain it was a case of survival 
for most crops and the cost of this was marginal yields. 
The lower yielding crops still delivered on quality, which I 
believe is the biggest attribute of Jade-AU. In all the past 
years of growing Crystal, the lower the yield, the lesser 
the quality when we were assessing samples on the Bean 
Growers Australia weighbridge. It was very interesting to 
note that all of the QDAF Central Queensland dryland trial 
sites for yield assessment, Jade-AU still outstripped all 
other contenders for yield last season. Jade-AU is still the 
best all round performer. 
 
Fertilizing Mungbeans pays off 
 
A soil test and fertilizer recommendation are important when growing any crop, but upfront Nitrogen, 
Phosphorous and Zinc made significant financial gains for growers last season. The biggest take home message 
of 2015/2016 season was – use starter based fertilizers to get Mungbeans off and running. Growers who used 
a Starter fertilizer found not a lot of difference in yield (possibly due to hot conditions) but huge improvements 
in quality and cleaned weights. We are aiming to have a more thorough document showing the statistics such 
as fertilized vs unfertilized on both irrigated and dryland crops available this season. 

I 
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Meet The People Who Grow Your Food – EC Truss & Sons 
 
Gary and Stephen Truss are 3rd and 4th generation grain farmers from Mannuem Creek District near Kumbia. 
The family farm of 690 hectares consists primarily of red scrub soils and grows Maize, Soy Beans, Navy 
Beans, Sunflowers and Wheat as principle crops.   

 
HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN DOING BUSINESS WITH BEAN 
GROWERS AUSTRALIA?  

  
The Truss Family has been growing navy beans since the crop was 
introduced to Queensland during World War 2, in an attempt to 
produce locally, beans for the American forces serving in the State. 
They have been continuous suppliers of both Navy and Soy Beans 
to Bean Growers Australia since its establishment in Kingaroy in 
1964. 
 
HOW DO PULSES IMPROVE YOUR FARMING SYSTEM? 

 
The Truss Family adopted strip till soil management practice three seasons ago and Stephen commented 
that yields under dry land conditions have increased by up to one third, especially when dry periods are 
experienced during the growing season. “By breaking up the compacted subsoil at 15cm, caused by the 
passage of heavy machinery over years of conventional tillage and the deep placement of fertilizer in the 
process at 30cm encourages root development to seek out nutrients and moisture previously unavailable at 
deeper levels” Stephen said. 
 
HOW DO PULSES AFFECT SUSTAINABILITY? 

 
Legumes have always been an integral part of crop rotation on 
their farm with maize crops responding to residual nitrogen left by 
the preceding soy bean crop. 
 
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO TELL THE PEOPLE WHO BUY AND 
EAT THE PRODUCTS YOU GROW? 

 
Stephen and Gary agreed that Australian grown food is known 
and sought after around the world on its reputation for quality and 
cleanliness. Australian consumers can show their support for 
Australian farmers in no better way than demanding only 
Australian grown and processed, “After all, it’s the best” they said. Gary said the high value of navy beans 
made them a very profitable crop, provided growers used horticultural crop urgency in the management of 
the crop. Stephen recently became the grower face of the SPC Ardmona promotion of 100% Aussie grown 
baked beans, by appearing on the can label of SPC Baked Beans. 
 
WHY DO YOU DO BUSINESS WITH BEAN GROWERS AUSTRALIA?   

 
Stephen and Gary have marketed their bean crops through Bean Growers Australia for more than 50 years. 
“They’re local and have a proud record as a successful Australian small business supplying both domestic 
and export markets” they said. 
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Message from our CEO 
 
 

t seems Mungbeans have come of age. 2015 and 2016 were officially our best seasons on record with 
back to back record exports and record pricing. It is estimated that Australian production in the 2016 
year touched 150,000 metric tonnes with around 97% sold to export. 
 

Having attended the Summer Grains Conference in March the interest in Mungbeans from all aspects was 
almost embarrassing compared to other crops. Having taken a back seat in the past as a rotational crop it 
was refreshing to have so much interest in Mungbeans as a leading crop. 
 
However, Mungbeans don’t come without their challenges. Having recently attended the Australian 
Mungbean Association AGM, in their 30th Anniversary year, I am confident the AMA is very connected with 
current issues and have the will and passion to pursue the solutions. New techniques in measuring 
Mungbean plant productivity as well as moves toward disease resistant genetics are just some of the exciting 
new projects that are already underway. The new AMA, QDAFF, USQ, QUT Collaborative Mungbean Genetics 
Project is also an exciting development. The recognition of the value of Mungbeans in our farming systems 
and the resources being made available is testament to how far our industry has evolved in the past 30 
years. 
 
Record tonnages discharging at Ports in India, our largest trading partner, has been the catalyst for a 
significant pricing shift. Local harvest in India, the threat of a large harvest in China and a firming Australian 
dollar have all conspired to reduce spot and spring crop bids to levels below $1,000 per metric tonne for 
Processing Grade. Every cloud has a silver lining. New international competitors attracted by record prices 
will now be less likely to undermine long term markets. Lower international pricing will also allow long term 
sustainable growth for Australian product in international wholesale markets. 
 
What does all this add up to for the market? While current pricing levels are matching current export bids, 
when the two largest consumers of Mungbeans are India and China, more often than not the pendulum 
falls on the demand side of the equation. Eventually supply and demand will reach equilibrium and 
Mungbeans will be the winner. Mungbeans are here to stay and will continue to be part of the fabric of our 
farming system well into the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lloyd Neilsen       
CEO & Export Manager 
Bean Growers Australia                     
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Dry Weather Disorders 
By Andrew McDonald 

 
ry weather disorders such as Puffy Pod, Witches Broom or Little leaf have cost growers some of 

their yield potential this season. Comments from growers and photos taken of these defective plants 

have helped identify it to be a phytoplasma. It is believed to be possibly introduced to the crop via 

a leafhopper species during the early summer months. The Entomology team at QDAF have asked 

to be contacted at the first visual sign of the abnormality this coming season to obtain insect samples and 

monitor insect numbers. 

Please contact Murray Sharman – 0467 721 400 

Hugh Brier – 0428 188 069 

Elizabeth Williams QDAF Kingaroy – 0476 850 415 

 

 

 

Proudly members of the following industry organisations 
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s most of you already know we ran an International Year 
of the Pulse competition on our Social Media pages back in 
April this year, the competition was to come up with our 

new company slogan. We had so many great entries and it was 
difficult to choose just one winner, but we are really excited 
about the one we chose. We are so happy to announce our new 

company slogan; "Pulses – we’re at the heart of it" ❤️ 
 
The winning slogan, which was voted in on a blind vote by our 
Board of Directors, was submitted by Michelle Calvert from 
Nanango. As it turns out Michelle and her husband Lester are one 
of our grower families which makes them winning our 
competition even better as we get to keep it local and award one 
of our grower families with a great prize and as an extra bonus 
we had our company slogan invented by a Stakeholder. Michelle’s prize for the winning slogan was an 
Empire Red (colour chosen by Michelle herself) KitchenAid Artisan Stand Mixer with Ice cream bowl 
attachment (there was also a spiralizer attachment included for free in the pack) for her winning 

slogan entry. Michelle got so excited with her new 
mixer when we delivered it to her that she decided to 
whip up a treat for her family that same night and sent 

us a great picture…. 
 

 
Our new Company Slogan Logo 

 

A 



Bean Growers Australia 
 

Spring 2016 

 

www.beangrowers.com.au        

 
Approximate Seed Sizes 

 
 

PRODUCT VARIETY SEED COUNT/KG 

NAVY BEANS Arwon 4700 
 Spearfelt 5500 
MUNGBEANS Crystal 13500 
 Jade - AU 12500 
SOYBEANS Bunya 4200 
 791 5300 
 A6785 7800 
 Richmond 4500 
ADZUKI BEANS Erimo 8400 

 
 
                                                                  

 

CROP PLANTING CALENDAR 
 

REGION 
Spring / 
Summer Crop 

Burnett Central 
QLD 

Wide Bay Fassifern Northern 
Rivers 

North Qld 

Soybeans Nov - Jan Dec – Jan Nov - Jan Nov - Dec Nov - Dec Dec 

Mungbeans Dec - Jan Dec - Jan Nov or Feb Dec - Jan Feb Mar 

Navy Beans Jan – Feb Feb – Mar Jan – Feb Jan Jan Mar 

Adzuki Beans Jan NR NR Jan Jan NR 

Popcorn Dec Sept Dec Dec NR Sept 

 

 
 

Follow Bean Growers Australia on Facebook  and LinkedIn  for the latest news and updates. 
Give us a LIKE and keep up to date with all the latest information and news. Also check out our web-site for 
useful information, history and pictures www.beangrowers.com.au 

http://www.beangrowers.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/sourcemediaaustralia
http://au.linkedin.com/pub/chris-peckham/1a/331/349/
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Truck Hygiene and Food Safety 
By Shane Lougheed 

 
he cooking stage for most foods is when dangerous bacteria like E-coli, salmonella and listeria are killed.  
Many of our commodities (including Chickpeas, Mungbeans, Regurs, Field Peas and Soy) are used by bean 
sprouters– meaning they don’t go through a cooking stage prior to being eaten. 

 
Last year in the UK, two people died and three were hospitalised after eating Mungbean sprouts which were 
contaminated with listeria. In 1988 our export industry was threatened by an outbreak of E-coli from Mungbean 
sprouts that had come into contact with meat meal, where over 300 were hospitalised in the UK. 
 
Cases like these remind us to be aware of what was carried in your delivery vehicle prior to loading, including 
the tarps, for any sign that the trailer may not be suitable for food-grade product. Other food safety hazards 
include prior loads that trigger severe allergies, such as Peanuts, Wheat, Soy or Barley. If you are unsure, contact 
our Quality Assurance or Accumulation staff. 

 

Grower Payments 
 

ean Growers Australia would like to welcome to the Accumulation Team, Brenda Winch, who started 
with Bean Growers in March of 2016. Brenda is responsible for grower payments, general enquiries, the 
company newsletter and provides administration support to Andrew McDonald and Lee Moller. 

 
If you require any forms, copies of paperwork or have a general enquiry, please call 07 4162 6113 or email 
accumulation@beangrowers.com.au 
 

Grower Delivery Forms 
 

rower Delivery Forms will now be emailed with 
each contract for you to bring in with each load 
you deliver, this will help us to ensure your 

paperwork is dealt with in a fast and efficient manner 
and it will also save you time at the weighbridge. 
 
The forms will be pre-filled with your vendor number, 
contract number and name and address details. If you 
require these forms, please call 07 4162 6113 or email 
accumulation@beangrowers.com.au 
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     Since 2011 we have been proud members of the Club Care 
flight program of giving.  Here at Bean Growers Australia we take 
community responsibility seriously and are committed to assisting 
our regional communities with the priceless service Life Flight 
provide to the region and the lives of our grower families. 

 

mailto:accumulation@beangrowers.com.au
mailto:accumulation@beangrowers.com.au
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The Importance of Grower Declarations 
 

hanks to everyone for getting in your grower declarations with or before the first load, they have 
shortened the time taken to process grower payments and provide another layer of assurance for 
customers concerned with maximum residue limits. 

 
As participants in the National Residue Survey, as 
well as having to test for residues for specific 
customers and importing countries, we’ve found 
that almost all chemical use declarations were 
complete and accurate.  Test results this season are 
detecting chemicals, but to date, all tests have been 
under margins. 
 
If you don’t receive a growers’ declaration and 
intake specification, or need guidance on pesticides 
please contact the Accumulation team. 
 

 
 
 

Grain Harvest Management Scheme 
 

ean Growers Australia is part of the Grain Harvest 
Management Scheme and operates in accordance with the 
requirements of the National Heavy Vehicle Law.  
Overloaded trucks will not be received and /or unloaded. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Accumulation: 
 

Andrew McDonald | Accumulation Manager Lee Moller | Seed Production Coordinator Brenda Winch | Admin Assistant 
Ph:      (07) 4162 1100   Ph: (07) 4162 1100   Ph: (07) 4162 1100 
Fax:   (07) 4162 4706   Fax: (07) 4162 4706   Fax: (07) 4162 4706 
Mob:  0409 622 318   Mob:  0407 034 021 
Email:  amcdonald@beangrowers.com.au Email:  lmoller@beangrowers.com.au Email:  bwinch@beangrowers.com.au 
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