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WAR

IS ONLY HALF THE STORY
The end of war does not mean peace. It is simply the end of war, the end of death
and destruction. Every story of war includes a chapter that almost always goes
untold – the story of the aftermath, which day by day becomes the prologue of
the future. – Sara Terry (Founder of The Aftermath Project, Guggenheim Fellow)

War is Only Half the Story is a ten-year retrospective of the work of the
groundbreaking documentary photography program, The Aftermath Project.
Founded to help change the way the media covers conflict – and to educate the
public about the true cost of war and the real price of peace – The Aftermath
Project has discovered some of the most groundbreaking photographers in the
world working on post-conflict themes.
This important exhibition draws on photographs from The Aftermath Project’s
archives of 50+ grant winners and finalists who, continuing where mainstream
media leaves off, tell the incredibly moving stories of the people left behind.
These personal and often poetic post-war views unveil not only another side
to the devastating effects of war, but also tell the stories of people coming
together to rebuild and heal. War is Only Half the Story illumines and defines our
humanity, while giving visibility to those coping with the lingering ramifications
of conflict.
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IMAGE CAPTIONS
Cover Page
Juan Arredondo, Colombia (Finalist, 2016)
Angel, 14, and Daniel, 16 (members of the ELN Che Guevara Front posse), 2015
The Che Guevara front operates on the Pacific coast of Colombia, patrolling important corridors to
allow the export of cocaine to the Pacific Ocean and into Mexico, Choco, and Colombia.

Second Page
Danny Wilcox Frazier, United States (Grant Winner, 2010)
Surviving Wounded Knee, 2010
Pine Ridge Reservation, South Dakota. Wild horse races at the Oglala Lakota nation Pow Wow. Pine Ridge
sits in the poorest region of America, but is rich with culture and traditional life.
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Ron Haviv, United States
Arkan’s Tigers kill and kick Bosnian Muslim civilians during the first battle for Bosnia in Bijeljina,
Bosnia, March 31, 1992. The Serbian paramilitary unit was responsible for killing thousands of
people during the Bosnian war, and Arkan was later indicted for war crimes.
Sara Terry, United States
Aftermath: Bosnia’s Long Road to Peace, 2001
Sanski Most, Bosnia. A Muslim widow examines body bags containing the remains of recently
exhumed victims of the 1992 “ethnic cleansing” campaign waged by Serbs against their Muslim
neighbors.
Sara Terry, United States
Headstone, 2006
Visegrad, Eastern Bosnia. Laser-engraved headstones in a cemetery show images of Bosnian-Serb
soldiers who were killed during the war. In this town some 2,000 Muslim men and boys were
killed by Serbs in 1992.
Ron Haviv, United States
Bosnian and Croatian prisoners of war at the prison camp in Trnopolje, Bosnia, Aug. 23, 1992.
All sides of the Bosnian conflict ran prison camps, where many people were killed, and several
commanders were later indicted for war crimes.
Sara Terry, United States
Roadside Vendor, 2006
Bosnia. A roadside vendor hoping to attract passing drivers by offering goldfish for sale.
Ron Haviv, United States
Serbian Tiger leader Zeljko Raznatovic, or Arkan, poses with his paramilitary unit, waving the
Serbian flag, and a baby tiger that he liberated from a Croatian zoo in Erdut, Croatia, in the fall of
1991. Arkan’s Tigers were responsible for a large part of the ethnic cleansing that occurred at the
beginning of the war in Bosnia.
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“All the cameras have left for another war”
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PART ONE
7.

Stanley Greene, United States (Grant Winner, 2013)
Hidden Scars, 2013
An abandoned lab inside the Grozny Petroleum Institute. There are toxic materials everywhere,
the place is a death trap. A strip of film that shows some kind of life in the past. The ruins stand
on the edge of Grozny, the capital. During the first Chechen war, Boris Yeltsin, then the president
of the Russian Federation, was unable to completely destroy Chechen industry, which began to
rebuild after the war. But during the second war, President Vladimir Putin was determined to crush
Chechnya’s economic infrastructure, including complexes built by the Russian Federation, such as
the Grozny Petroleum Institute. Grozny, Chechnya, 2013.
8. Elizabeth Herman, United States (Finalist, 2011)
Women Warriors: Bangladesh, 2010
Sirajganj, Bangladesh. At the end of the Liberation War, women who were raped were given the
honorific term, birangona, which translates to “war heroine.” The term soon became a mark of
shame for women, many of whom were rejected by their families. These nine women are part of a
larger group of rape victims to who live near and support each other.
9. Tinka Dietz, Germany (Finalist, 2008)
You Have to Be Completely Still, 2007
Krapinske Toplic, Croatia. Mladen, a former soldier, seeking therapy at a sanitarium that treats
PTSD.
10. Justyna Mielnikiewicz, Poland (Grant Winner, 2015)
“Get Out of Ukraine” from A Ukraine Runs Through It
Billboard with a picture of Putin as Hitler and the words “Get out of Ukraine,” on the road from
Mykolaiv to Kherson.
11. Jessica Hines, United States (Finalist, 2010)
My Brother’s War, 2009
A memory still-life from Hines’ long-term project about her brother, Gary Hines, a Vietnam War
vet who suffered from PTSD and ultimately committed suicide.
12. Donald Weber, Canada (Finalist, 2015)
War Sand
A shrapnel microspherule. It is likely that the scratches on the exterior of the steel grain was
formed milliseconds after the explosion that generated them while the shrapnel was soft and
undergoing turbulent rotation and impact with other particles.
13. Paula Luttringer, Argentina (Finalist, 2007)
“Liliana Gardella” from El Lamento de los Muros: Argentina’s Dirty War
“Obviously, in every society these appalling things can happen at some point or another. I don’t
think there’s a society where it would be impossible for this to happen. It doesn’t exist; it’s just
a fantasy or wish of those people who believe they live in societies where it couldn’t happen...
Perhaps in order to talk about it you’d need to feel more secure. As soon as you begin to feel a
bit rejected, you too close yourself off. So it’s like a vicious circle, a dog chasing its tail. And what
does all this contribute to the cloak of silence.” Liliana Gardella was abducted on November 25,
1977 in Mar del Plata. She was then taken to the secret detention center ‘Esma.’
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“After every war someone has to clean up”
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PART TWO
14. Olga Ingurazova, Russia (Finalist, 2014)
Scars of Independence, 2013
Anukhva Village. An unguided missile launching mount left in an Orthodox church, which was
destroyed during the war.
15. Davide Monteleone, Italy (Grant Winner, 2011)
Red Thistle – The Northern Caucasus Journey
This mountain lies on the border between the two republics. On August 1999, the Chechnyabased Islamic International Brigade, an Islamist militia, invaded Dagestan in support of separatist
rebels there. In response, Russian forces launched the Second Chechan War just 19 days later.
16. Rodrigo Abd, Guatemala (Finalist, 2009)
“Victim’s Picture” from Reclaiming the Dead from Mass Graves in Guatemala, a Story Only
Partially Told, November 2, 2004
Lorenzo Cuxil and Felicita Oligaria look at a picture of a victim killed by the Guatemalan Army
in a former military base in Comalapa, 80 km west of Guatemala City. Guatemalans honor their
deceased loved ones on November 1 and 2.
17. Stanley Greene, United States (Grant Winner, 2013)
Hidden Scars, 2013
Family portrait inside a destroyed house from the war. Time has moved on, yet humans continue
to act like barbarians with nauseating ease. They commit unspeakable acts of violence simply
because they’re arrogant enough to view differences within the family of man as flaws or
afflictions needing correction. Chechens look like us, they laugh and breath like us, they marry
and have families like us. But they don’t die like us. Serzhen Yurt, Chechnya, 2013.
18. Paula Luttringer, Argentina (Finalist, 2007)
“Isabel Fernandez Blanco” from El Lamento de los Muros: Argentina’s Dirty War
“How could they not hear the screams if the torture room was next to the street? Timidly at first,
the neighbors began to speak: one saw cars entering and leaving; a carpenter heard the screams;
and somebody else said that he noticed when they covered the front windows. Going to see
those neighbors so long afterwards was incredible. I said to them: ‘I’m talking to you about the
ghosts from the inside, and you are talking about the ghosts from outside. Do you realize that we
are all victims, that there are no differences between you and me? I may have suffered physically,
but in terms of experiences we were those on the inside and those on the outside.’” Isabel
Fernandez Blanco was abducted on July 28, 1978, in Buenos Aires. She was then taken to the secret
detention center ‘El Olimpo’.
19. Juan Arredondo, Colombia (Finalist, 2016)
Everybody Needs a Good Neighbor
Angela and her sisters do homework at their rented apartment for eleven people in Soacha,
Bogotá. Angela and her sister are part of a family who their father, mother and brother Edinson
were also members of the FARC, his family has taken part of government program for demobilized
guerrilla fighters.

Part THREE

20

“Perhaps all fields are battlefields, those we remember and those that are forgotten...”
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PART THREE
20. Kathryn Cook, United States (Grant Winner, 2008)
Memory Denied: Turkey and the Armenian Genocide
A road between Van and Dogubayazit, Turkey, close to the border of present-day Armenia. Since
the deportation decrees in 1915, almost all the Armenian communities in the area were subsequently wiped out.
21. Massimo Mastrorillo & Lara Ciarabellini, Italy (Finalists, 2011)
Bosnia and Herzegovina: If Chaos Awakens the Madness, November 2010
Traveling by bus, somewhere in BiH. Photo by Laura Ciarabellini.
22. Isabel Kisewetter, Germany (Finalist, 2013)
Konversion, 2012
Forest City, Wunsdorf, Germany. A former command center used first by the German armed forces, and later as the Seat of High Command of Soviet Forces during the Cold War.
23. Rodrigo Abd, Guatemala (Finalist, 2009)
Reclaiming the Dead from Mass Graves in Guatemala, A Story Only Partially Told, 2007
Villagers pray next to a mass grave where 12 persons were buried after being massacred by the
Guatemalan Army in 1982 in “El Adelanto” village, Solola, Guatemala. Forensic anthropologists
recovered the remains of some 20 persons murdered, but eight of the remains were not immediately exhumed because the owners of the lands where the bodies were buried wanted to wait
to pick their corn crops before allowing anthropologists to carry out the exhumations. During
thirty-six years of civil war, more than 200,000 people were killed or disappeared.
24. Andrew Lichtenstein, United States (Grant Winner, 2014)
American Memory, 2011
Montgomery, Alabama. Civil War re-enactors sitting on a park bench were Rosa Parks boarded the
city bus she was arrested on in 1955.
25. Louie Palu, Canada (Grant Winner, 2009)
Home Front, 2008
US Marine Lcpl. Damon “Commie” Connell, 20, at Forward Operating Base Apache North, after a
patrol in Garmsir District. Damon, from Las Vegas, NV, was on his first tour of Afghanistan.
26. Stanley Greene, United States (Grant Winner, 2013)
Hidden Scars, 2013
Bamut, Chehnya. A scarecrow and his guard dog watch over the village of Bamut, which was
always a rebel stronghold, and was the last village to fall to Russian forces.
27. Helena Schatzle, Germany (Finalist, 2010)
“Rejection” from The Time Inbetween–4,756 Kilometers of Memory
Near Zlata Korunia/Czech Republic Ludwig Osswald Rejection at the Russian—American zonal
border Marie Lepsi “At this street everybody came past who tried to escape towards Germany.
First the Hungarian soldiers who had fought for Germany came along. The Americans rejected
them at the border and brought them back to the Russians. The Russians took all their jewelery
and watches. Whatever they didn’t need, they stamped into the earth. Afterwards they shot the
Hungarians. I could see that on my way home from the bus.”
28. Glenna Gordon, United States (Finalist, 2015)
Artifacts of a Kidnapping: The Things They Carried Home, 2014
Javier Espinosa, a Spanish journalist who was held by ISIS, played this handmade chess game
against other Western hostages, including James Foley, during the nearly six months he was held in
captivity in Syria. Espinosa was eventually released when the Spanish government paid his ransom,
but the American government’s policy of refusing to pay ransoms or negotiate with terrorists led
to ISIS brutally beheading James Foley, an event they filmed and broadcast on YouTube and which
was seen around the world.
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“This terrifying world is not devoid of charms, of the mornings that make waking up worthwhile”
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PART FOUR
29. Pep Bonet, Spain (Finalist, 2008)
Faith in Chaos
Kalone, a football player from Murray’s Dream Team, stretching while training on the beach.
30. Natela Grigalashvili, Georgia (Special First Finalist Award, 2008)
Refugees of Georgian Villages, 2005
Refugee brothers from the separatist regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia, now living in villages
in Georgia.
31. Martino Lombezzi (Finalist, 2013)
Blue Line, 2010
Tel Dan, Israel. The Dan River is the largest of four tributaries that drain into the Jordan River. This
area is a popular tourist spot for Israelis.
32. Andrea Bruce, United States (Finalist, 2009)
Unseen Iraq, 2008
Amman, Jordan. Omar, 9, plays in a hotel room he shares with his father at the Amman Palace.
About 50 Iraqi war wounded live in the hotel in Jordan, while receiving care from Doctors
Without Borders.
33. Bharat Choudhary, United States (Finalist, 2016)
The Silence of Others, 2010
UK. London. 2010. From left, Minhaj, Ashiq, Shofique and Abid pictured just before they left
London to attend a gathering on ‘Islam and Young Muslims’ at Birmingham, UK.
34. Davide Monteleone, Northern Caucasus (Finalist, 2009)
“Lone Woman” from The Idea of India
Srinagar, Kashmir
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“Reality Demands that we also mention this: Life goes on.”
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PART FIVE
35. Javad Parsa, Iran (Finalist, 2014)
Moments of Freedom
Farshad and Pega are Buddhists and practice yoga every day. They had arrived in Norway one
month earlier and settled in Gran.
36. Christopher Capozziello, United States (Finalist, 2012)
For God, Race and Country
They laugh because to them it’s a joke, but I look at his eyes and his hands clenching the stick. He
beats the doll, looking to his parents for approval and find faces that are smiling at what he has
done.
37. Martino Lombezzi, Italy (Finalist, 2013)
“Paintball Suit” from Blue Line: The Border Between Lebanon and Israel
Haifa, Israel A woman dressed in paintball suit during a game in a shooting range field. The
company states that “these shooting games are excellent for men and women, teenagers and
children alike and make everybody equal. Paintball games are ideal for birthday parties, barmitzvah or bat- mitzvah parties, school graduation day parties and school outings, bachelor
parties, farewell parties on joining the army and bash parties on leaving the army.”
38. Gwenn Dubourthoumieu, France (Finalist, 2013)
“Angry” from Raped Lives
This couple has benefited from mediation work by the women activists of AFPDE, and NGO
which provides medical aid to rape victims. The wife was raped by several men who came to
punish her husband. She said, “When my husband returned home, I told everything to him. He
did not react, did not say a word and took me to the hospital. I believed that he was angry with
me. I was suddenly afraid that he would abandon me. But instead, he took me to the police and
encouraged me to tell everything.”
39. Diana Markosian, United States (Finalist, 2014)
Goodbye My Chechnya
Chechen girls after school in front of the Heart of Chechnya mosque, the largest in Europe. All
Chechen girls, despite religion, must wear a head covering in public schools and government
buildings.
40. Philippe Dudouit, Switzerland (Finalist, 2014)
“Northern Niger, 2008” from Sahel the Dynamics of Dust
Bibi, Al Hussein, Mohamed and Akli (from left to right), are part of a Touareg rebels’ band, started
by the Nigerien Movement for Justice to spread their message through music across the Sahel
Region. In the 1990s, as the first rebellion took place, a band with a similar mission was created
and became famous in Europe.

NEXT PAGE
Christine Fenzl, Germany (Finalist, 2008)
Looking Forward - “Streetball”, 2007
Bogovinje, Skopie, Macedonia. Agon and Besnik in Macedonia, whose population is divided between
ethnic Macedonians and ethnic Albanians.

Section quotes are from the Wislawa Szymborksa poems: “The End and The Beginning,” and “Life Goes On.”

