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Memory-stirring images and accounts of the 35th president

THEN & NOW

In Dean R. Owen’s November 22, 1963: Reflections on the
Life, Assassination, and Legacy of John F. Kennedy (Skyhorse Publishing), the author gathers memories. He
interviews Kennedy friends and the children of presidential advisors, Dallas journalists and a horseman
and pallbearer at the Washington funeral. Notables
share their personal Kennedy moments in the White
House (and on a Georgetown football field), while
other witnesses recall the impact of a vibrant, young
president’s death.KELSEY B. SNELL
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The Newseum
Looks Back

Dates to
Remember
Sites around the
city observe the
anniversary of
JFK’s death.

Two exhibits and an original film at
the Newseum (page 28) commemorate
Kennedy’s life and the country’s loss. In
Creating Camelot: The Kennedy Photography
of Jacques Lowe, candid portraits (many
set here) open an intimate window on the
first family. Artifacts from the Dallas assassination, including Lee Harvey Oswald’s
belongings, in Three Shots Were Fired reveal
the shock of that Friday’s events.
Proclaimed the “darling of the press,” JFK
welcomed the public into his presidency
and inspired a new era of reporting. He
hired Jacques Lowe before becoming
president, so the moments captured in this
concourse-level gallery range from Senator
Kennedy on the campaign trail and in the
ocean with Jackie to grueling moments in
the Oval Office. It was this transparency that
made his sudden death so devastating, so
personal, for every American who watched
the graceful Kennedys.
Museumgoers relive the jarring day with
Three Shots Were Fired in which the Newseum uses video broadcasts to chronicle the
hysteria of November 22, 1963, and the
role of the wire service, photographers
and reporters who broke the news.
To mark the 50th anniversary this month,
the Newseum hosts an evening on November 20 with Secret Service agent Clint Hill
and CBS News correspondent Bob Schieffer,
who drove Oswald’s mother to the police
station. On November 22, “JFK Day” events
include a discussion moderated by Owen
(see previous page), a choral concert and
a three-hour, real-time broadcast of CBS
anchor Walter Cronkite’s coverage of the
day 50 years ago.—KBS

ST. MATTHEW’S
CATHEDRAL
Nov. 3, 7:30 p.m. &
Nov. 22, 5:30 p.m.
The parish where
Kennedy’s funeral
mass took place
hosts a choral
Concert of Remembrance featuring
Maurice Duruflé’s Requiem on
November 3 and,
on November 22, a
Eucharistic service
with choral music.
stmatthews
cathedral.org
KENNEDY CENTER
Nov. 10, 4 p.m.
At the “living memorial to President Kennedy,” the Choral Arts
Society of Washington performs “Legacy
and Life” beginning
with Steven Stucky’s
Take Him, Earth,
written for the 50th
anniversary. Stirring
images, readings
and Giuseppe Verdi’s
Requiem follow
(tickets from $15).
kennedycenter.org

“Dad was very involved
in selecting the president’s gravesite…one
of the most strategic
and beautiful locations
overlooking the Lincoln
Memorial and the
Washington Monument.”
—Craig McNamara, son of
Kennedy’s Secretary of
Defense Robert McNamara,
excerpt from November 22,
1963 by Dean R. Owen

FACING PAGE: The funeral caisson returns from the U.S. Capitol. THIS PAGE,
FROM TOP: First Lady Jacqueline and daughter Caroline kneel beside the
casket in the Capitol rotunda. Flanked by Robert F. Kennedy and Edward
M. Kennedy, the first lady leads heads of state to St. Matthew’s Cathedral
for the funeral mass. At Arlington Cemetery, she lights an eternal flame.

ARLINGTON
CEMETERY
Nov. 16, from 10 a.m.
A ceremony observing the taps played
by U.S. Army bugler
Keith Clark at Kennedy’s funeral concludes at noon with
a sounding of
military buglers
located throughout
the cemetery. A
wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb
of the Unknowns
follows at 1:15 p.m.
From November 15
through December 1,
an exhibit in the chapel of the Memorial
Amphitheater honors
the thirty-fifth
president. arlington
cemetery.mil
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