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and	influence	Southeast	rail	initiatives.

The	Southern	Rail	
Commission	is	the	leading	
voice	for	passenger	rail
in	Louisiana,	Mississippi	
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Hurricane Katrina destroyed rail infrastructure
along the corridor east of New Orleans
Baton	Rouge	to	New	Orleans	Passenger	Rail	Stations
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Source: Baton Rouge to New Orleans Intercity Rail Feasibility Study: Strategic Business Plan, 2014

Figure 1.01: Baton Rouge to New Orleans Passenger Rail Corridor

The East Baton Rouge Redevelopment Authority (RDA) 
led the development of this master plan to conduct 
planning and design activities for the placement of two 
state-of-the-art, multimodal passenger rail stations in 
Baton Rouge, LA for the proposed Baton Rouge to New 
Orleans intercity passenger rail corridor. The Downtown 
Station will serve as a terminus rail station, connecting 
users to downtown destinations and providing the area 
with numerous economic benefits. The Suburban Station 
will enhance the Health District’s appeal as a destination 
and serve a variety of users as part of a well connected, 
vibrant healthcare center. Both stations are intended 
to enhance current revitalization efforts and offer well 
designed, quality facilities with amenities that will create 
a seamless, efficient and pleasant experience for all train 
riders.

1.1 BACKGROUND
The downtown and suburban Baton Rouge station plans 
are part of an ongoing effort to re-establish passenger 
rail service between Baton Rouge and New Orleans. 
The implementation of this corridor is a top priority for 
parish and business leaders and is critical to the continued 
economic growth of the southeast Louisiana Super 
Region which includes more than 2.2 million people and 
nearly 1 million jobs. Connecting the two largest and 
most populous metros with passenger rail will mitigate 
growing traffic congestion and aging infrastructure issues 
while providing a reliable, efficient transportation option 
for regional and intercity travel.

The proposed intercity rail service will utilize the 
80-mile corridor between the two cities that is owned 
and operated by Kansas City Southern (KCS) and 

Canadian National Railway (CN) for freight operations. 
The proposed seven passenger station locations, as 
shown in Figure 1.01, include: downtown Baton 
Rouge, suburban Baton Rouge, Gonzales, LaPlace, 
Kenner, Jefferson Parish and New Orleans. The service 
is expected to be an attractive alternative for commuters 
going to work and for business and pleasure travelers 
to conveniently travel between Baton Rouge and New 
Orleans.

The proposed Baton Rouge-New Orleans service is 
expected to advance national transportation goals. This 

route will link with the Gulf Coast Corridor, as shown 
in Figure 1.02, one of the nation’s eleven federally-
designated high-speed rail corridors. The development 
of service between Baton Rouge and New Orleans 
will provide a critical link in the regional network of 
passenger rail service stretching from Houston through 
New Orleans to Mobile and Atlanta.



Hurricane Katrina destroyed rail infrastructure
along the corridor east of New Orleans
Downtown	Baton	Rouge	Station
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Downtown Station Transit Oriented Development Concept
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Hurricane Katrina destroyed rail infrastructure
along the corridor east of New Orleans
Suburban	Baton	Rouge	Station
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Suburban Station Transit Oriented Development Concept



Hurricane Katrina destroyed rail infrastructure
along the corridor east of New Orleans
Gonzales	Station
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Figure 33 Future Site Redevelopment Scenario Rendered Plan 



Hurricane Katrina destroyed rail infrastructure
along the corridor east of New Orleans
LaPlace Station	Plan	



BATON	ROUGE	TO	
NEW	ORLEANS	

PASSENGER	RAIL			

A	Survey	of	Registered	Voters	
in	Ascension,	East	Baton	

Rouge,	Orleans,	St.	James,	
and	St.	John	Parishes

Conducted	by	LJR	Custom	Strategies
2257	Marais	Street	– New	Orleans	– LA	– 70117	– 504.717.8509
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• Poll	of	1,050	registered	voters	in	Ascension,	East	Baton	Rouge,	
Jefferson,	Orleans,	St.	James,	and	St.	John	Parishes	in	
Louisiana		

• Conducted	from	February	28-March	10,	2019
• 175	interviews	were	conducted	in	each	parish	to	insure	equal	

statistical	reliability	of	the	parish-level	data.		All	data	are	
weighted	back	to	their	actual	proportion	of	the	full	registered	
voter	population	across	the	six	parish	region	

• Findings	applying	to	the	1,050	sample	are	subject	to	sampling	
error	of	plus	or	minus	2.9%;	subgroups	of	the	sample	are	
subject	to	error	of	up	to	+/- 10%

Poll	Methods



Q.1	HEARD	ABOUT	PROPOSED PASSENGER	RAIL

Poll	Results



Q.2	REACTION	TO	DESCRIPTION	OF	PASSENGER	RAIL

Poll	Results



Q.3	LIKLIHOOD	OF	USING	PASSENGER	RAIL	SERVICE

Poll	Results



Q.4	IMPORTANCE	OF	HAVING	PASSENGER	RAIL	SERVICE

Poll	Results



Q.5	STATE	FUNDING,	WITH	FEDERAL	MATCH,	FOR	PASSENGER	
RAIL	LINE

Poll	Results



Q.6-13	IMPACT	OF	INFORMATION	ABOUT	RAIL	SERVICE

Poll	Results



Q.14-23	STATEMENTS	ABOUT	PASSENGER	RAIL	SERVICE

Poll	Results



Q.5,	Q.24	CHANGE	IN	SUPPORT	FOR	STATE	FUNDING,	WITH	
FEDERAL	MATCH,	FOR	PASSENGER	RAIL	LINE

Poll	Results



Q.3,	Q.25	CHANGE	IN	LIKELIHOOD	OF	USING	PASSENGER	RAIL	
SERVICE

Poll	Results



Q.26-27	IMPACT	OF	TICKET	COST

Poll	Results
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