
e celebrate music in this issue of the Finstock News. The children were wonderful as they sang for us at the 
Christmas Fair. We have had regular folk music entertainment in the village and Tony Cooper has written a bit 
of the history of folk in our area. Ags Connolly has a new album launching shortly and this February we can 
enjoy the music of Miranda Sykes and Rex Preston and even some jazz at our Village Hall.  
Sing for your supper and you’ ll get breakfast …

Finstock Folk
“Traditional folk music” has been defined in several ways: 

as music transmitted orally, music with unknown composers, 
or music performed by custom over a long period of time. 
It has been contrasted with commercial and classical styles. 
(Wikipedia)

It is good to report that traditional folk music is alive 
and well in the Finstock/Wychwood area. Our village 
noticeboards advertise a choice of folk events featuring a 
wide range of professional musicians. Evenlode Folk, our 
very own village hall folk club, and our friends at Ascott-
under-Wychwood Folk provide good entertainment and 
frequently host other folk bands.

Finstock has its own traditional music day in May. Finstock 
Village Music aims to bring together local musicians who play 
on and around our village green in celebration of the historic 
musical history of our village. To enhance these activities we 
have created a bower.

We know that a bower has been set-up on Well Hill since 
at least the seventeenth century and perhaps earlier. It would 
have provided space for dancing and drinking, and local 
musicians would have provided accompaniment around the 
time of the Youth Ale. It would of course have been much 
larger than the one we build each year.

When our village ancestors wanted to listen to music or 
play instruments with their neighbours, no doubt they simply 
got together in their cottages, performing for their own 
pleasure. We know of several Finstock village musicians by 
name. Our trusted Wychwood historian John Kibble tells us 
a little about ‘Old Brooks’ who was an itinerant fiddler who 
lived next to Stratford cottage in the early nineteenth century 

and no doubt entertained at many local events including the 
Wychwood Forest Fair. Much later, we hear about young 
George Dring who played the concertina in School Road.

John Kibble’s grandfather, William, landlord of The Crown 
Inn in the 1820s, played the bass viol in Charlbury church 
and was also an accomplished flute player. Kibble goes on 
to say that both concertina and flute were played in Finstock 
church ‘before the harmonium came along’. The Crown must 
have been a lively musical venue.

We know that in the nineteenth 
century Finstock Morris danced 
to tunes played by Stephen 
Dore and Thomas Langford on 
the Pipe and Tabor and that 
they were in demand with other 
sides including Ascott-under-
Wychwood in 1864 and even 
played for Bampton. It takes great 
skill to play and they must have 
been good musicians to be in demand. At this time they 
would have been well paid for their services.

Today, we have an active and skilled range of musicians 
in Finstock including our very own Finstock Festival Band. 
There are several well known villagers who play for our 
Morris side and can often be heard playing a session at The 
Plough, keeping alive that tradition of village music and song 
at its very best.

Tony Cooper
Note: Pipe and Tabor is a pair of instruments played by a 

single player, consisting of a three-hole pipe played with one 
hand, and a small drum played with the other.

name the permanent Village christmas tree!
You may have noticed that a small tree with lights appeared on Well Hill over Christmas. Funded, sourced and planted 

by a small group of villagers – we hope that over time it will become an integral part of the Christmas festivities. However, 
we feel it needs a name so please let us have your proposal and why? The winning entry will be announced in the next 
Finstock News and you get to turn on the lights next Christmas. Entries to: Julian.stewart@LStech.co.uk.

Julian Stewart
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Our Bar is open:
Mon: 6pm – close

Tues – Fri: 12 noon – 3pm & 6pm – close
Sat: 12 noon – close

Sun: 12 noon – 6.00pm

Our kitchen is open:
Tues – Sun

Lunch: 12 noon – 2.00pm
Dinner: 6.30pm – 9.00pm

FREE WIFI

Come and visit us, we’d love to see you.

The Plough Inn 
High Street, Finstock OX7 3BY

 Tel: 01993 868333
www.theplough-inn.co.uk

Plough_ad_90x60mm_Details_2015.indd   1 29/10/2015   15:47
Finstock news 
contributions

Did you enjoy a recent holiday to a 
beautiful location, filled with adventure, 
excitement or calm and quiet? Tell us 
about it. Have you begun a new project 
that you can share with others? How 
is the fitness routine going? Are you 
walking further or bicycling more this 
year? Will you share your favourite dog 
walk with others? Do computers still 
drive you crazy? Have you a family 
story to tell?

The Finstock News is here for you 
to contribute your two pence worth. 
Submit your articles to me, Joy Murphy 
at  joy.nick@gmail.com or post them 
through my door at 63 High Street.

We welcome your articles.
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	 0	 .	 VillAGE EVEnts 	 0	 .

February
3rd  Ags Connolly new album 

released
4th  England v France Rugby at 

Village Hall
10th  Jazz at the Village Hall
25th  The Fate of the Children of Lir

March
3rd  Evenlode Folk at the Village Hall

ladies, give us 
your support!

Give all your unwanted old bras a 
new lease of life and help raise money 
for breast cancer research. Bring them 
to Joy Murphy at 63 High Street. Against 
Breast Cancer will receive a donation 
based on the weight of bras we collect, 
so every bra counts!

the Plough inn Finstock
A very warm welcome awaits you 

at The Plough!
A four-course Valentine’s dinner for 

two at £30 per person will be served 
on Tuesday February 14th.

We continue to serve Tuesday’s fish 
and chips special two for the price of 
one; and Thursday’s two steaks and a 
bottle of wine for £30. The full menu is 
available always. Friday you can enjoy 
half-priced Prosecco or champagne and 
early-door nibbles.

Finstock local History society
February 17th Sheep - and their importance to the Finstock economy and 

social life with Tony Cooper and Mike Woodfield. Using contemporary records 
we will explore the importance of sheep to Finstock’s economy, addressing such 
questions as which breeds, the typical numbers farmed, who owned them, their 
value and what it was like to work with them.

March 17th Restoring a Hurricane with Roy Noble. A talk and accompanying 
film about the history of R4118, the world’s only remaining flying Hurricane that 
actually took part in the Battle of Britain, its restoration, the role of Hurricanes in 
the Battle of Britain, the test flights and the pilots that flew her.

Meetings are at 8pm in the Village Hall, admission £2.50, members free; yearly 
subscription rate: single £15, couple £20.

north leigh History society
Our next talk is on Tuesday February 7th when we enter the glamour and 

extravagance of the court of the Tudor King Henry VIII. The Field of the Cloth of 
Gold was a meeting between Henry and the French King, Francis I, in a glorious 
event of one-upmanship. Dr Gillian White has given talks to our History Society 
before and always brings her subject to life; we are in for an entertaining and 
interesting evening.

On March 7th we move back in time to The Kingdom of Mercia and the 
Saxons when Suze Matthews will be shedding light on a period once termed 
the Dark Ages, but now recognised as an exciting and formative period in the 
history of Britain. Meetings take place in at 7.30pm in the Turner Hall, Church 
Road, North Leigh OX29 6TX. All welcome. Visitors £4, Members free. Further 
details from Diana Power 882301.

seniors  
christmas dinner

The Good Companions Christmas 
dinner and entertainment for 48 
mature Finstock residents took place 
on Saturday December 17th. It was a 
great success with a succulent dinner 
cooked by a former Finstock resident, 
Craig Bridgman, entertainment and 
carols. Thanks to Pete Welply and 
troupe for giving their time. The dinner 
and entertainer were funded by profits 
from the Finstock Ale beer festival.

Our thanks go to Eileen Peters for her 
organisation of this event and to Finstock 
Ale who paid for the event.

oxfordshire Museum
Cameras in the sky
Running until March 26th
An exhibition of aerial photographs 

of Oxfordshire from the Aerofilms 
collection cared for by Historic England 
Archive. The Oxfordshire Museum, 
Park Street, Woodstock, OX20 1SN  
T: 01993 814103

W: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
oxfordshiremuseum

Visit The Oxfordshire Museum, 
Woodstock – It’s FREE!

mailto:joy.nick@gmail.com 
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiremuseum 
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiremuseum 


nicolA MoRGAn Dc MMcA
Registered Chiropractor – 

McTimoney Technique
Kimber Cottage, Holly Tree Cottages,
Woodstock Rd, Earls Lane,
Charlbury OX7 3ET Deddington OX15 0TQ

Tel: 07968-381335
I have almost 30 years’ experience in this 
gentle, effective manipulative therapy, which 
is suitable for many conditions and ages. I 
offer very flexible appointment times in two 
locations.
 See www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
Provider for BUPA, PPP, WPA and all major 
health insurance companies
Member of the General Council & Register 
for Chiropractors and the McTimoney 
Chiropractic Association.

PELLMANS
Your Local Solicitors

•	 Business and Employment Law                                
Contracts, Legal Compliance and  
Disputes    

•	 Property                                                                      
Buying and Selling Homes,   
Commercial and Agricultural

•	 Wills, Probate and Trusts
Tax Planning and Lasting Powers 
of Attorney

01865 884400
www.pellmans.co.uk

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Witney, 
OX29 4TB
Home visits and evening appointments 
available

Open Monday - Saturday by 
apointment only.
Please contact us to book 
an appointment.

Wendy Heather
Rock Glen, The Bungalow
Leaaeld Road, Finstock
Oxfordshire,  OX7 3DB

Tel: 01993 868118        Mobile: 0796 8733412  
Email:     wendy@wychwoodgrooming.co.uk
Website:     www.wychwoodgrooming.co.uk.

Services  include:
Collection & drop-off facility
Hydrotherapy bathing
Full groom & styling
Removal of knots & tangles
Hand stripping
GGrooming for show on selected breeds
Nail trimming

A member of

City  & Guilds Qualiied Groomer 
ts.
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notHin’ UnExPEctED
 At The Helm Records have announced they are 
teaming up with Ags Connolly to release his 
second album, Nothin’ Unexpected, on February 
3rd. In 2014 Ags released his first album How 
About Now.

Ags is a traditional country singer-songwriter 
who lives in Finstock. His debut album was hailed 
“a masterpiece” by Maverick magazine and saw 
him described as “an English Willie Nelson” by 
Country Music People magazine. Country Music 
People also recently named his song When 

Country Was Proud as one of the top 50 country songs of the last 30 years.
www.agsconnolly.com

Village Hall Events
ALL England Rugby LIVE on the big 

screen at the Village Hall for the 2017 
Six Nations, commencing Saturday 
February 4th. The Scotland v Ireland 
match will be shown at 2.25pm and 
England v France at 4.50pm

Jazz in the Village Hall on Friday 
February 10th at 8pm. Tickets £10 in 
advance from www.wegottickets.com 
or email  villagehallfinstock@gmail.com.

Ian Millar and Dominic Spencer 
have been playing together for a 
number of years playing melodic 
improvisations on jazz standards and 
original compositions. Their exciting 
new endeavour has taken them up and 
down the country playing in villages 
all over Britain, often bringing jazz for 
the first time to remote communities, 
performing in intimate settings.

Evenlode Folk presents Miranda 
Sykes and Rex Preston

Fr iday March 3rd,  music  at 
8pm.Tickets £10 in advance from  
www.wegot ticket s.com or email  
villagehallfinstock@gmail.com (£12 
on night)

In the space of a few short years, 
Miranda Sykes and Rex Preston have 
emerged to become one of the most 

sought after duos on the English folk and 
roots scene. The striking combination 
of the flame headed double bass player 
and virtuoso mandolin player create 
music that fRoots magazine sums 
up perfectly: “A musical partnership 
made in heaven. Scintillating, sensitive 
and brilliant.” The duo has a unique 
connection, which is a pleasure to 
watch when they share the stage 
together.

Well known for the last eight years 
as a central component of Show of 
Hands, Miranda has an exquisite and 
spine-tingling voice, whilst Rex, with 
his exuberant and flamboyant playing 
style, has built a reputation as one of 
the finest mandolin players in the UK. It 
is a real coup to have them at Finstock.

Dominoes Nights on Saturday 
February 11th and March 18th - 7.30pm 
start. All welcome.

The Fate of the Children of Lir
Saturday February 25th, Finstock 

Village Hall
A Pop-up Folk Special,  with 

storyteller Georgie Steele and musician 
Judith Hooper. We will perform our 
dark, tender, fierce and personal 
interpretation of the ancient Celtic 
story, The Fate of the Children of Lir, 
told through words, music and corporal 
mime. Georgie’s background is in 
corporal mime, and Judith’s is in music 
therapy and improvisation.

Doors open 7.30pm, 8pm start. 
£8.  The per formance wil l  la s t 
approximately 65 minutes. Due to 
the dark interpretation of the tale, this 
performance is suitable for adults and 
children over 12.  Advance purchase 
of tickets is recommended, at http://
tinyurl.com/jafufl9.

Miranda and Rex

www.chippingnortonchiropractor.co.uk
http://www.agsconnolly.com/ 
http://www.wegottickets.com/ 
mailto:villagehallfinstock@gmail.com 
http://www.wegottickets.com/ 
mailto:villagehallfinstock@gmail.com 


 Woodstock Dental Practice 

 
Mr Michael Habisreutinger 
Miss Fiona Murphy 
Dr Alison Lockyer  

   

 Situated adjacent to Woodstock town  
car park 

 Long-established dental practice 

 State-of-the-art modern cosmetic dentistry 

 Flexible payment options 

 
 Crowns, veneers, bridges and dentures  

 Implants 

 Tooth straightening and whitening 
 
 

 

17 Union Street, Woodstock, Oxon OX20 1JF 
01993 812617  

www.woodstock-dental.co.uk  
info@woodstock-dental.co.uk 
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The ediTorial CommiTTee
Sean Connolly 868561 Proofing
Nicky Higgins 868425 Proofing
Tony Hirtenstein 868600 Layout
Joy Murphy 868575 Editor
Joy.nick@gmail.com
Ann Sullivan 868597 Advertising
Barbara Wells 868776 Distribution

Photographs thanks to staff members and others.

Read the Finstock News online at www.finstock.
org.uk; join the Finstock Yahoo group – groups.
yahoo.com/group/finstock; or write to us at 63 
High Street, Finstock Oxon OX7 3DA.

Plan ahead – Know the deadlines
Issue Deadline
Feb/Mar First of January
April/May First of March
June/July First of May
August/September First of July
October/November First of September
December/January First of November
Please keep articles short.  As space is limited, the 
Editors reserve the right to shorten long pieces in the 
interest of balance. Finstock News does not necessarily 
share the views expressed in readers’ letters.

Ruth Emily Ealey nee townsend (1920-2016)
Mum was born in Finstock on June 11th 1920. She was the youngest daughter 

of the local Methodist preacher. At 14 she started an apprenticeship at Fownses 
glove factory in Charlbury, which enabled her to help support her family. Later 
she became an Outworker and had her own machine in the cottage. She was 
the oldest person living in Finstock, born in Finstock.

Mother married George Ealey, the publican’s son in 1942.  Dad took over the 
licence of The Crown in 1949 and for the next 46 years mother was better known 
as Ruth the Landlady of The Crown, Finstock. On Dad’s retirement in 1985 they 
moved across the road to their cottage. This allowed Mother more time to spend 
on her knitting. They celebrated their diamond wedding in 2002 and received 
a telegram from the Queen.

Ten years ago mother was registered blind and her general health and hearing 
deteriorated until eventually she had to move into Freeland Nursing Home. I 
should like to end with a verse from a poem by Charles Kingsley that best explains 
her situation:
When all the world is old, 
And all the trees are brown, 
And all the sport is stale,
And all the wheels run down.
Go home and take your place there, 
The spent and maimed among,
God grant you find a face there, 
You loved when you were young.

Brian Ealey for the family

Afternote – the Digital Beyond
Afternote is an online service that allows you to plan for the unexpected and 

ensures your unique life story lives on. It gives you the opportunity to make your 
funeral wishes known, manage your digital legacy and leave goodbye messages 
to loved ones. Afternote also inspires you to record your life story on a personal 
timeline and to finish your life goals by setting up a bucket list. All your information 
is stored privately and securely for as long as you live, and will offer your loved 
ones support when you have passed away.

www.thedigitalbeyond.com/online-services-list/afternote/

Result of British legion Poppy Appeal 2016
Collections this year were down a little on last year with £643.88 being the 

final count. Having said that, for such a small village Finstock holds its own when 
supporting this great charity.

Thanks to the following: Chris Dyer, Chris Harris, Rosa Charlesworth, Viv 
Whiteman, Bev Morley, Ursula Symons, Frank and Janet Schofield, and of course, 
The Village Shop, the Plough and Finstock School.

Each year door-to-door collections are made throughout the UK giving 
everyone an opportunity to donate what they can to this very necessary and 
worthwhile cause.

We are looking for fresh volunteers to join the team for this year’s door-to-door 
collection, which will take place October time. Should anyone feel that they can 
spare a couple of hours for this great cause please contact me on 869283 or 
email  mjcharlesworth@btinternet.com.

Thank you,
Mick Charlesworth

Joy.nick@gmail.com
www.finstock.org.uk
www.finstock.org.uk
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/finstock
http://www.thedigitalbeyond.com/online-services-list/afternote/ 
mailto:mjcharlesworth@btinternet.com 
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SMALL ADS
(All numbers start with 01993 unless otherwise stated)

Hairdressing in your home
Thirty-plus years’ experience
Women, men or children – 

The whole family.  Reasonable rates.
Contact: Alison Pritchard,

Tel: 01608-810533

PJR - Gas Safe registered heating,
Gas and plumbing engineer.

Installation, service and repairs.
Mobile: 07515 733398; 

Tel: 881069; 
Email: rj_pimm@hotmail.com

Use the Village Hall for your next 
event. Contact villagehallfinstock@

gmail.com or 868020.
Line ads are charged at 

20p per word, payment in 
advance.  Please contact: 
Ann Sullivan on 868597.

chilling out
“My dear girl, there are some 

things that are just not done, such as 
drinking Dom Perignon ‘53 above the 
temperature of 38° Fahrenheit.” 

James Bond (in Goldfinger)

Do you know what temperature your 
wine is? It can make a big difference 
to your enjoyment. A red too warm 
is likely to spoil the flavour, whereas a 
white too cold can taste of very little 
(this can sometimes be an advantage!) 
Either you or the wine would need to be 
very precious to be fussing about with 
wine thermometers, but a few basic 
rules help. It is worth remembering 
that almost everyone tends to drink red 
wines too warm and white wines too 
cold. The mantra of ‘room temperature’ 
for red wine was coined in the Victorian 
age of chilly dining rooms, not the ones 
with today’s central heating.

For reds, a good tip is to pop a bottle 
of red into the fridge for about 15 
minutes before serving. It is also a good 
idea to remove a white wine from the 
fridge 15 minutes early. By doing that 
the flavours of the wine will be sharp 
and fresh, and the wine’s true character 
will come through.

A man who was famous for wanting 
his wine at the perfect temperature 
was the late American wine writer Alex 
Bespaloff, famous for his answering-
machine message which advised 
callers: “I cannot take your call right 
now, but if it’s an emergency, white with 
fish and red with meat.” But his theory 
I like best is the Quick Chill rule. This is 
for when you have a glass of too-warm 
wine. Take an ice cube, swirl it around 
in the glass of wine for just four seconds, 
then remove it. I tried it in the pub. It 
actually does work.

Osiris

01993 702000

Kings  
Cleaning serviCes 
And ProPerty MAintenAnce 

 
cleaning - Windows - Gutters 

Fascia’s - UPVc - office cleaning 
conservatories, inc. roofs 

 
installation & repairs to 

Windows - Fascia’s - Gutters 
new conservatories 

carpentry - de-mossing roofs 
Plus wide range general repairs

 
Fully insured

Ring 01993 882727 
or 07974 991269

Happy new Year from Finstock 
Baby and toddler Group!

Toddler Group is back into full swing after the festive break and we’re enjoying 
our weekly meet up. The children love all the space they have to run around and 
the variety of toys and activities on offer while the adults enjoy having a catch-up 
with some cake and a hot drink! Everyone enjoyed the end of term Christmas 
Party - there was a delicious festive feast, lots of play and even a visit from Santa 
to hand out a little present to all the little ones. It was so much fun!

This term we will be theming more of our activities with the season including 
making snowflakes and puffy paint snowmen (in case we don’t get any of the 
real stuff!) and then there’s Pancake Day, Valentines and Mother’s Day to look 
forward to also.

We meet from 10am every Wednesday morning (term-time) and have plenty 
on offer for all that come along.  If you haven’t tried us out yet, come along for a 
free first session! You can keep up-to-date with what we are doing on Facebook, 
or our weekly emails – contact us on finstocktoddlergroup@gmail.com and we 
can add you to the list. We look forward to seeing you there.

Helen Fallows

You see things and say “why?” 
but I dream things that never 

were and say, “why not?”
George Bernard Shaw

Be yourself, the other  
places are taken.

Oscar Wilde

rj_pimm@hotmail.com
villagehallfinstock@gmail.com
villagehallfinstock@gmail.com
mailto:finstocktoddlergroup@gmail.com 


coUntRYsiDE consERVAtion
You don’t need a weather man To know which way the wind blows

Subterranean Homesick Blues (Bob Dylan)

Tel: 01993 868864 / 868213
info@royaloakramsden.com • www.royaloakramsden.com

RAMSDEN
TH

E

ROYAL OA
K

WE’RE BACK IN BUSINESS
OPENING 

HOURS
Mon - Fri   

11.30-3.00pm
6.30-11.00pm

Sat 11.30-11pm
Sun 12.00-10.30pm

A tradition 
of warm
hospitality
since the 
17th century

Tel: 01993 868213
info@royaloakramsden.com
www.royaloakramsden.com

RAMSDEN
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ROYAL OA
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WE’RE BACK 
IN BUSINESS

Mon - Fri: 11.30-3.00pm, 6.30-11.00pm
Sat: 11.30-11pm Sun: 12.00-10.30pm

A tradition of warm hospitality
since the 17th century.
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A third of plastics 
are recycled

Only a third of plastic packaging 
used in consumer products is recycled 
each year, with most of the rest sent 
to landfill or incinerated, according to 
new research. Of the 1.5million tonnes 
of recyclable plastic used by consumers 
in Britain in 2015 only 500,000 tonnes 
was recycled. (The Guardian November 
22, 2016)

WoDc recycling A-Z items 
www.westoxon.gov.uk

Black Recycling Box
Small plant pots (10cm diameter 

or less)
Plastic bottles: food trays, biscuit 

trays, tubs and pots (i.e. ice cream and 
yoghurt) shampoo bottles, conditioner, 
shower gels, milk bottles, margarine 
tubs, bleach bottles (Inc. all cleaner 
bottles)

Aerosols -- Please ensure aerosols 
are empty: Bottle tops --  Plastic, 
metal or aluminium! Plastic corks, 
Toothpaste tubes

Flyaway Plastic: carrier bags, 
polythene, small clear food packaging, 
bubble wrap, cling film, polythene / 
plastic sheeting and compost bags only.
These should be placed in a plastic 
bag (carrier bag or similar) in your black 
recycling box.

Also note that you can recycle 
Tetrapaks (i.e. juice cartons) and wool 
in your black box.

The following materials are made 
up of different types of plastics or a 
hybrid of plastics and another material 
that are currently too difficult for our 
processors to recycle. They cannot 
go in your recycling box: hard plastic 
(e.g. plumbing pipes, buckets, garden 
furniture, lunch boxes, toys, CD, DVD 
or video cases, electrical conduit, 
plastic cutlery or crockery), animal feed 
bags, black (refuse) sacks, crisp packets, 
sweet wrappers, drink straws, frozen 
food bags and polystyrene.

West oxfordshire ranked 
sixth best recycler

Latest Government statistics reveal 
more than 60 per cent of waste was 
recycled, making the District sixth in 
the league table of 351 local authorities, 
a jump of seven places year on year.

Cllr Carol Reynolds, Cabinet Member 
for Environment, said “Local residents 
clearly understand the importance of 
recycling and we’re always striving to 
enhance our service further - including 
the introduction of a wheelie bin for 
recycling and the ability to recycle small 
electrical items at the kerbside from 
October 2017.”

Residents can find out more about 
waste and recycling collections in West 
Oxfordshire online at www.westoxon.
gov.uk/bins or by calling 861000.

sign-up to have your  
garden waste collected 

from April!
Over the next few months, we will 

be seeing changes to the way that our 
rubbish is collected. From April, garden 
waste will only be collected if you opt in 
to the new service, which will cost £30 
per bin per year. You can sign up now 
on the WODC website, www.westoxon.
gov.uk/garden-waste-recycling or call 
861025. (Please register before March 
3rd.) Several people have asked me why 
a charge has been introduced – it is 
because Oxfordshire County Council is 
no longer paying recycling credits to the 
District Council for collecting garden 
waste, and the cost of collection has 
to be recovered in another way.  The 
recent consultation showed that the 
majority of people value the garden 
waste collection service and are willing 
to pay for it, so we hope that the service 
will be well used.

In October we will be seeing changes 
to the rest of our rubbish collections - 
more of that in a future edition!

Liz Leffman
District Councillor

Unexpected and Unusual 
things You can Put 

in the compost
Composting isn’t just for food and 

garden cuttings. You can also add your 
paper bills and junk mail, shredded 
catalogues and magazines. You can 
also compost worn out rope and used 
masking tape; any old leather – shoes, 
gloves, wallets, belts (Note: the leather 
should be fairly worn out); ATM and 
petrol station receipts; ticket stubs, post-
its, stickers, labels, price tags; ratty wool 
or 100% cotton socks; holey cotton 
underwear; dirt and grime from your 
shoes or boots; shredded cardboard 
cereal boxes; vacuum cleaner contents 
and dryer lint; cotton tampons and 
cardboard applicators; used tissues 
and paper towels; aquarium plants and 
wilted flower bouquets; cat fur, dog hair, 
and nail clippings; your hair; matches; 
wood chips from the BBQ; fireplace 
and campfire ashes; cardboard toilet 
paper and paper towel rolls.

Tel: 0845 458 2980 
Mobile: 07976 261850 

Email: tctrees@btinternet.com 
www.townandcountrytrees.co.uk

A tree surgery company with 
the integrity you can trust.
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Andrew A. Adams
FCCA

Chartered Certified
Accountant

Quality personal service for your
Accounting, Taxation and

Business needs
Competitive fees agreed in 

advance
Free initial meeting

 Telephone: 07790 854574
  01993 891280
 aaadams@talktalk.net
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tVsA VillAGE sHoP AnD Post oFFicE
The weather is cold as I write but 

who knows what we will see in the 
rest of the winter? If we have snow, ice 
and fog, travelling could be difficult, but 
our suppliers usually manage to get to 
us during bad weather, so don’t forget 
that the Shop will still be open when 
the roads are difficult to negotiate. You 
will be able to find fresh food, bread 
and milk as well as tinned supplies and 
newspapers here.

Much of our s tock is locally 
produced – chicken and bacon from 
Upton Smokery, cakes and tarts from 
Sweet’n’Tasty, scones from Cakes 
Unlimited, local jams, marmalades and 
chutneys, Shaken Oak mustards, Hook 
Norton beers, and sausages and other 
meat from Patrick Strainge in Bampton.

Unfortunately there is still a need for 
the Food Bank. Please do continue to 
support it in any way you can. Every tin 
or packet helps.

We still need volunteers to help on 
Saturday mornings. We would also 
like to hear from anyone who regularly 
shops at Witney Market on Thursday, 
who would be happy to buy fresh fruit 

and vegetables for the Shop – to be 
reimbursed of course! You could make 
your choice and have your own little 
domain in the Shop!

Our 100 Club, which gives vital 
support to the Shop, pays out valuable 
prizes every month, so if you aren’t 
already a member please come into 
the Shop to get the details and pick up 
your application form.

Normal Shop opening hours:
Weekdays 8am – 5:30
Saturday 8:30 – 1pm
Closed Sundays

Shop Telephone Number
Orders Taken 869096

the Post office
In the Post Office you can post 

letters and packages, pay the majority 
of your utility bills, withdraw cash from 
your bank account and buy foreign 
currency.

On February 15th there is a Special 
Issue of Windsor Castle stamps and 

on March 14th there will be Music 
Giants II.

Post Office Opening Hours are 
Monday to Friday 9am to – 1pm. Phone 
869096. Karen and the volunteers

Hotel
We’ve made a few changes, come and see.  Always open.

The Brasserie
We poached the head chef  from The Randolph in Oxford,  

come and try his food. Open from 7.00pm – 9.30pm

The Gun Room Bar
We transformed ours into a relaxing bar for everyone,  

come for light meals and snacks Open from 12.00pm – 9.30 pm

Leisure Club
Swimming pool, gym and fitness classes.  
Join ‘The Club’ not a Gym. Open daily

www.eynshamhall.com | enquiries@eynshamhall.com 01993 885200
North Leigh, Witney, Oxfordshire OX29 6PN

choc Films
Sunday February 12th 
at 7pm:  Eye In the Sky
A taut thriller starring Helen 
Mirren and the late Alan 
Rickman in his final screen role.

Wilderness Festival 2017
August 3rd through 6th
We are proud to be working with 
Festival Spirit again for the third year; 
they are a superb charity providing the 
full festival experience to those who 
would not normally be able to enjoy one 
due to life-limiting illness or disability. 
https://www.wildernessfestival.com/

Witney shopmobility
Witney Shopmobility offers the use of a motorised scooter or wheelchair for 

those who would otherwise struggle to make the most of shopping facilities in the 
town. It offers a range of scooters and wheelchairs as well as providing blankets 
and waterproof capes for users.

It is open four days a week: Mondays, Wednesday, Thursdays and Friday from 
9.30am – 4.15pm. It is based in Langdale Gate, Witney and there is disabled 
parking nearby. For information or to book Shopmobility, telephone 864787 / 
861000 or email enquiries@westoxon.gov.uk.

The Craft Fair

aaadams@talktalk.net
https://www.wildernessfestival.com/ 
mailto:enquiries@westoxon.gov.uk 


Friends of Finstock 
school (FoFs)

FoFS held their Christmas Fayre 
jointly with the Church on Saturday 
10th December 10th. We have 
worked together with the Church very 
successfully in previous years and this 
year was no exception! It was also great 
to use the new Village Hall as our venue 
for the first time, which worked really 
well. Thank you for all the generous 
donations and to all the willing helpers 
from both the Church and FoFS who 
made the afternoon possible, and to 
everyone who came along to support 
the event. Also, special thanks must 
go to Dawn Simpkins who organised 
the FoFS side of things and to Father 
Christmas who managed to squeeze us 
into his very busy schedule! FoFS made 
£473.76 profit from the day which 
was a great result. Adding this to our 
previous fundraising total plus the £83 
profits from our

Social Evening and £180 from our 
Cornbury Car Boot sale refreshments 
last term, meant that we reached our 
target and are able to donate £2,000 to 
the School to support their “One World 
Week” activities in May this year. Thank 
you so much for helping to make this 
possible.

We also held our annual Christmas 
Raffle at the end of last term. Thank 
you to Lisa Williams for doing another 
fantastic job of organising the whole 
thing on behalf of FoFS including 
distributing and collecting tickets and 
amassing a great selection of prizes. We 
raised £953 profit which is tremendous! 
A massive thank you to The Plough and 
to The Village Shop for helping to sell 
tickets and to the kind and generous 
people from the school and Finstock 
who both sold them and bought them!  
We are still deciding what this massive 
amount of money will be used for, so 
watch this space.

We are currently working on our 
diary up until July 2017 so please keep 
an eye out around the school and village 
for information on our forthcoming 
events and please support us if you can.

Many thanks,
Rachel Mackenzie, Chairperson

(htcfinstock@gmail.com)

Finstock school
What a busy, but exciting time 

December is in a Primary School! 
Alongside the children’s learning and 
class activities, our youngest children in 
Cherry and Oak Class captured the real 
meaning of Christmas in a wonderful 
Nativity about an angel who gets her 
wings by helping animals on their way 
to the stable in Bethlehem. Their acting 
and singing was a real delight. The 
whole school also visited the church 
on the last day of term to light their 
Christingle candles, filling the church 
with flickering candlelight – a really 
beautiful sight.

We always enjoy welcoming our 
parents and neighbours into school and 
it was great that so many could join us 
at our ‘Coffee and Carols’ where some 
of our musicians treated everyone to 
some great individual and joint musical 
performances. Each class also sang to 
our visitors – including Silent Night sung 
in German and Christmas Pudding sung 
as a round. The Christmas Raffle was 
also drawn at this event, with a plethora 
of prizes on offer. Thanks to all the 
parents and villagers who bought tickets 
– as ever the money you contribute 
helps to fund those extras that the 
school budget just could not afford.

Now however, the New Year has 
started – and a cold and frosty one it is! 
The children have all returned to school 
ready for the exciting term ahead.  Our 
whole school theme this term

is The Jungle Book – I look forward 
to warmer times ahead!

Sue Dawe
Headteacher

Postage Stamps – Please remember 
to bring in any used postage stamps to 
the school for RNIB

Spring Term 2017
January 4th to Friday April 7th 
Spring

Half-term Holiday
February 13th to 17th 

Easter Holiday 
Monday April 10th to Friday 21st

We are going 
from strength to 

strength
Brand new classes and a great new timetable

there is no requirement to commit 
to a long term contract

We are open as follows:–

•	6.30am to 9.30pm, during the week and

•	7.30am to 7.30pm at the weekend.

full membership is available 
from just £31 per month!

(figure based on full dual membership)

For more details email
c.parsons@eynshamhall.com

or call 01993 885 207

WWW.eynshamhall.com
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CroCkford Builders
35 School Rd, Finstock, 

Oxon OX7 3DN

Est 1973
New builds, Extensions, 

Renovations,
Dry or mortar stone walling,

Groundwork, Hard landscaping,
Natural stone slate specialists,

Re-roofing,
General Maintenance.

All building work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial

Call William on
01993 868617 OR 07817248329

mailto:htcfinstock@gmail.com 


We’ve got just 
the thing to 

make you feel better.

Become a host with Barking Mad

Jeannie & Amanda    
T: 01865 922004   M: 07985 766868

E: oxon@barkingmad.uk.com 
BarkingMad.uk.com   

It’s great fun, all of the benefits of dog
ownership without the emotional or
financial commitment. We carefully 
match dogs to your home.

Why not look after someone’s dog 
while they’re away?

2066-BMad-Host5 60x93 ptrt A&J bw.qxp_Layout 1  05      
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coUntY coUncilloR REPoRt
oxford Parkway/city centre opening

The link between Oxford Parkway 
and the city centre was opened at 
the beginning of December with a 
journey time of just eight minutes. 
The Parkway is an hour from 
Marylebone. The Secretary of 
State for Transport, Chris Grayling, 
attended the opening. I was able 
to discuss bringing forward the 
delivery of a rail link to Bedford 
and Milton Keynes, and with 
OCC Leader Ian Hudspeth, we 

also made use of the time to talk to him not just about railways, but also the 
road problems in Oxfordshire, particularly with regard to the A34, A40 and A44.

Painting, Decorating 
Curtain & Blind fitting

Local & Reliable Tradesman  
House & Home Services

INTERIOR DECORATING HOME

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

PERIOD PROPERTY EXPERIENCE 

FULLY INSURED

Email: buck@elbiehouse.freeserve.co.uk

Richard Buck

Elbie House, East End

Tel:   01993 880166
Mob: 07791 046583

Home library Volunteer success and 
new libraries E-newsletter

In September OCC launched a 
countywide campaign for Home Library 
Service volunteers. This successful 
campaign has led to 150 volunteer 
applications so far, and the campaign 
was shortlisted for a public sector 
communications award. Home Library 
Service volunteers choose and deliver 
books to those who are unable to get 
to a library. More information about 
the scheme, including details of what 
volunteering involves and interviews 
with those who benefit from the service 
can be found at: www.oxfordshire.gov.
uk/homelibrary.

The Library Service has also recently 
launched a bi-monthly newsletter sent 
to 6000 library service users. It contains 
the latest libraries news, events, book 
recommendations, volunteering 
opportunities and more, including 
information about Zinio (free electronic 
magazines), eBooks, People’s Network 
(free public access to computers) and 
Wi-Fi in Libraries. Parish councils are 
requested to inform residents that they 
sign up at

w w w . o x f o r d s h i r e . g o v . u k /
librariesnewsletter.

County Councillor  
Rodney Rose

District council 
comments

Holiday accommodation in the area 
is always welcome as it helps the local 
economy. Readers will be interested 
to learn that a planning application has 
been submitted for seven tree houses 
on land west of Witney Road. I mention 
it purely because of the unusual design 
nature which kind of looks like a tree 
and whilst it won’t suit all tastes, it will 
certainly be one of the first of its kind in 
the UK. The February planning meeting 
will deliberate on the application and 
the outcome will be reported to you in 
the next Finstock News.

Take a look for yourself on the West 
Oxfordshire District Council website 
and click planning and then add the 
word Finstock, you will find lots of 
information there.

Wishing you all the best in 2017
Cllr Andy Graham - 01608 659462

news from the 
Parish council

This is the time of year for setting the 
precept. The PC undertook a thorough 
review of expected expenditure for the 
year 2017-18. There were some areas 
of new costs to consider that become 
the PC’s responsibility for the first time.

These were our new responsibility for 
maintenance of the church graveyard, 
one governed by law, a requirement 
for repairs needed for the children’s 
playground and the cutting of two dead 
trees on Well Hill. (Please note that the 
trees were dead). This means a modest 
increase in the amount that is part of 
our Community Charge due from April. 
At the time of writing this is yet to be 
approved by the District Council.

A review has been undertaken by 
the PC of the rules governing the Burial 
Ground. We have attempted to be very 
transparent in these rules and a copy is 
available from the Parish Clerk.

A briefing by officers of the District 
Council unveiled plans for a new 
waste contract that will come into 
force from October. There are some 
changes but we were reassured that 
a comprehensive communication 
programme will be undertaken in 
advance to guide us all.

Hywel Davies
On behalf of the Parish Council

buck@elbiehouse.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibrary 
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibrary 
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/librariesnewsletter 
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/librariesnewsletter 


West Oxon

Handyman & Home 
Improvement Services

Electrical / Plumbing / Flooring / 
Decorating / Tiling / Woodwork

Flat pack furniture / Bathroom & 
kitchen installation

Quality finish Fully insured

No job too small All jobs considered

For a free quote call 01993-
868725 or 07717-878323
Email: nathan_randell@hotmail.com

coMMUnitY FiRst REsPonDERs
Community First Responders are volunteer members of the community who 

are trained to respond to emergency calls through the 999 system in conjunction 
with the South Central Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust. There are 
many such people operating in towns, cities and villages throughout the UK, in 
fact throughout the world.

Why do we need Community First Responders? The primary role of a 
Community First Responder (CFR) is to provide life-saving emergency treatment 
in their immediate locality. The earlier a trained Responder attends an emergency 
the greater the opportunity to prevent deterioration, promote recovery and 
preserve life.

We are currently looking for volunteers across West Oxfordshire, If you would 
like to help in this literally lifesaving and very rewarding project please e-mail  
cfr@scas.nhs.uk for an information pack or call our 24-hour hotline on 0800 587 
0207 or visit our web page at www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk.

David England
South Central Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust

Finstock craft club
The Craft Club continues to thrive. We now have a dozen or so regular attendees 

plus a few others who, although they are unable to attend every week, do enjoy 
joining us when they can.  Everyone is welcome to come along any Monday 
evening from 7:30 (excluding Bank Holidays), regardless of ability!

The Annual Finstock Arts and Crafts Fair which 
was organised by the Craft Club in November was 
a great success. Thank you to all those who 
worked so hard in preparation for the Fair and to 
those who also worked very hard on the day, 
including setting up and clearing away. Feedback 
from the stallholders was very positive. All of 
them, especially the non-Finstock people also 

commented on the outstanding venue!
Thank you also to the craft club members who worked hard on the ‘Fairy 

Lanterns’, (as mentioned in the last Newsletter). These were completed (all 34 
of them), and handed over to the organisers of the Good Companions annual 
Christmas lunch. The lanterns were loved by all who received them!

Our members ended the year on a high. We all contributed to treats on the last 
session of the year with enough very tasty delicacies to feed an army! These were 
enjoyed with our usual cups of tea and coffee and an occasional glass of wine!

Rosa Charlesworth - On behalf of Finstock Craft Club

Finstock table tennis club
Table tennis had a really good year in 2016 culminating in a great fun and games 

session just before our well-earned break with mandatory Christmas jumpers or 
hats and juniors putting their parents through their paces plus the seniors playing 
with their un-favoured hands.

Both junior and senior numbers are steady but we would welcome more 
members. If you haven’t yet been and fancy giving it a try, please come along 
for either the juniors or seniors sessions. If you have any questions please either 
turn up on a Tuesday or contact me: mikesimpkins1@gmail.com.

We have been lucky to receive a grant from the “Boost” charitable trust (www.
boostct.org.) This grant was applied for to enable me to attend a coaching course 
organised by “Table Tennis England”. I am really pleased and excited about this 
course, which will be really beneficial to the club. The coaching course is over 
three days during January, February and March and is a UKCC level 1 course.

Venue - Finstock Village Hall
6.30pm - 8pm  - juniors meeting every Tuesday during term-time.
8pm - 10pm - seniors meeting every Tuesday during term-time and school 

holidays unless notified otherwise.

cogges Manor Farm
Open March 18th
www.cogges.org.uk

Enjoy the historic farmyard, feed the 
animals, and explore the manor house 
and grounds.

Explore the 13th century manor 
house, try on historical costumes in 
the dressing up room and see cooking 
demonstrations in the kitchen at 
weekends and bank holidays. Discover 
over 1000 years of history on a tour with 
one of our volunteer guides Thursdays 
and Fridays at 11.30am.

The Cogges Kitchen remains open 
all year from 9am to 4.30pm Monday 
to Friday, 9am to 5pm on Saturdays. 
10am - 4pm on Sundays.
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Proprietors Julie & John Stoney

*LUXURY BOARDING

*SPACIOUS HEATED PENS

*PERSONAL CARE

*INSPECTION INVITED

8 Wards Lane, Finstock, Oxon OX7 3BP

Tel: 01993 868413

Finstock
cattery

thames Valley Police Alerts 

www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk and 
click on ‘Join’. You can contact us on 
the non-emergency number 101.

Brownies at Craft Fair
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tHE MoDERn cHARiotEER/cAR DRiVER
In this modern age of motoring and communications, we as drivers are coming 

under increasing pressure when it comes to driving.
Now that most people have mobile phones it is probably safe to say that they 

are addicted to their devices. It is becoming more common to see drivers not 
only using mobile phones whilst driving but also texting.

Vehicles are killing machines when not controlled properly. This is clearly the 
case when people drive and text/phone on the move; you become distracted 
and do not look where you are going. Remember the A34 lorry driver before 
Christmas who killed a family through inattention as he selected music on a device.

Many times I have witnessed people texting whilst driving, and twice they 
nearly collided with me. It’s not clever to drive and text/phone. You as the driver 
are in charge of a lethal machine. Be smart, turn it off whilst driving and resist 
the temptation to communicate all the time.

The law is changing in the future, if you have an accident because you were 
texting/phoning and kill another person you will face a LIFE SENTENCE.

Be smart, drive the vehicle, there are too many other drivers out there to ignore 
them. It’s not worth it!

Ericathonius

Girl Guiding
All sections meet on Wednesdays
Rainbows for girls aged between 5 and 7 years
This group meets from 4.45pm until 5.45pm
During 2017 Rainbows will be celebrating their 30th birthday and our Finstock 

group have plans for lots of fun and adventure with the theme being “Under 
the Sea.” They are also in the process of organising a sleepover; this term will 
be very busy.

We do have some spaces if there are any girls out there that would like to 
come and join our friendly group.

 Brownies for girls aged between 7 and 
10 years

This group meets from 6pm until 
7.30pm

Brownies will be saying ‘goodbye’ 
to six girls who will be moving on 
to Guides and starting their new 
adventure, but also saying ‘hello’ to 
three Rainbows who will be moving to 
Brownies. We are very grateful that all 
three groups meet on the same night, 

which means the process of moving on is easier for the girls.
Like with the other sections, Brownies also have challenges to meet and badges 

to earn. In March we will be having a Division Brownie Badge Day in which girls 
can earn up to 18 badges in one day. During our weekly meetings we will be 
doing some work toward this event. Swimming is always on our agenda each 
term and hopefully, we will also be out and about adventuring.

Guides for girls aged between 10 and 14 years
This group meets from 6pm until 7.30pm - Please note – new time.
This term Guides will be welcoming six Brownies who are starting their journey 

and joining the next section. Guides also have an action packed programme with 
various challenges, badge work and outdoor experiences.

Due to demand, we have had to change our meeting time to fit in with the 
busy schedule that children have nowadays. We will be running alongside the 
brownies but meeting as usual in the Evenlode meeting room, but also visiting 
other units and being out and about as much as possible.

Again, this unit does have spaces for anybody wishing to join or re-join. For 
instance, if you were a Brownie and left before we started the Guide unit.

Caroline Booth
Carolinebooth4@gmail.com - 07890 629001

MARK BILLINGE
CHIMNEY SWEEP

For a clean and efficient service

 Tel.: 01367-243052

WoDc and superfast 
broadband

WODC is preparing to take on 
the lead role of delivering superfast 
broadband to the remaining 10 per cent 
of properties within its district, ensuring 
access for those in the most rural areas 
and the ones generally regarded as 
not being commercially viable; public 
sector funding remains available to 
make this happen.

Mezzobrow People of the highest 
intelligence who enjoy such things as 
crosswords, chess problems, inferential 
puzzles and parlour games. 

Alex Bello (FT)

mailto:Carolinebooth4@gmail.com 


sPARklinG GEMs oF lAtE WintER
After the grey months of late December, brightened only by the pink and white 

red nosed flowers of Cyclamen coum with their round dark green, pewter or silver 
leaves and the white flowers of hellebore H niger (“Christmas rose”), peeping out 
from its luxurious dark green leaves.

 February is welcomed by drifts of snowdrops sparkling 
in the sun, braving the frost and snow, with their built-in 
biological anti-freeze. Enthusiasts are looking for the 
many unusual forms in these drifts, showing some 
delightful characteristics, not just in the size and colour 
of the tepals, which maybe pure white or have a glow 
of gold. Amongst the normal drops are ones shaped as 
bells, some like pagoda roofs, and others like flasks. The 
rare ones with clear green markings on the outer tepals 
such as “Greenfinch”, others having yellow inner 
markings, instead of the usual green, such as “Spindlestone 
surprise”. Not forgetting the yellow double “Lady 

Elphinstone”, and the range of good green doubles. S Arnott is my favourite, of 
these snow queens, being of good size and sparkling in the sun giving a honey 
like perfume.

The velvety dark reds and purples, yellow with red centres of choice Helleborus 
orientalis, with their coloured flowers clearly displayed, after having the old foliage 
cut off in November, bring colour to the garden. Some varieties of these beauties, 
were used to treat worms and may have been responsible for the deaths of many 
children up to the 18th century, by expelling the worms remaining in the stomach 
by vomiting, and where the worms had moved to the gut, the 
dose would be repeated, with the increase possibly resulting 
in the death of the child.
On sunny days, up pop the purple torches of Crocus 
tommasinianus flowers, opening to reveal their golden centres. 
The bewitching Asian Witch hazels (Hamamelis x intermedia) 
of yellow, orange or red tassels of flowers act like magnets for 
bees, moths and flies, which are rewarded with nectar. The 
less colourful American Hamamelis virginiana was introduced in

1736 for medicinal use, e.g., “witch hazel”. The name witch was derived from 
“wych” meaning pliant, while the leaves resemble those of hazel.

The welcoming perfume of the waxy pink flowers and lavish foliage Nepalese 
paper plant ‘Jacqueline Postill’ (Daphne bholua) is sited next to the entrance of the 
garden, adding to the charm at this time of year, sheltering another of my favourites, 

the primrose (Primula vulgaris) with its 
yellow flowers.

Enjoy the sunny days of late winter, 
with a walk through the snowdrops. 
Robert Bigwood

Snowdrops and Snowdrop Gardens: 
www.greatbritishgardens.co.uk/

seasonal/snowdrops.html

Wild oxfordshire
Wild Ox fordshire  i s  a  local 

conservation charity working to make 
Oxfordshire’s environment rich in nature 
for the benefit and enjoyment of all. 
Our Directory (www.wildoxfordshire.
org.uk/directory) notes some of the 
60-plus organisations we work with. 
The main directory gives you contact 
information for organisations involved 
in Oxfordshire’s environment from 
Local Environment Groups to local 
authorities and statutory agencies. 
The training courses directory allows 
you to f ind conservation based 
training courses across Oxfordshire. 
For local environmental news, walks, 
talks, jobs, volunteering and training 
opportunities, sign up to our free 
fortnightly Environmental Bulletin. 
www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk

south central 
Ambulance service

South Central Ambulance Service 
(SCAS), the current provider of NHS 
111, has been selected by the 10 
clinical commissioning groups across 
the Thames Valley as the preferred 
provider to deliver an integrated urgent 
care service across the Thames Valley.

It will be delivered in partnership 
with other local providers, and will offer 
patients access to a seamless 24/7 urgent 
clinical assessment and treatment 
service – bringing together NHS 111, GP 
out of hours and other clinical advice, 
such as dental, medicines and mental 
health.

Sam Burrows, the senior responsible 
officer for the procurement process said: 
“We are pleased to be working with 
SCAS on this exciting transformation, 
building on the strong performance 
currently delivered to patients across 
the Thames Valley.”

Find us on

inspirational home and 

WILD BIRD CARE

 
  

Extensive plant range, gardening 
products and inspirational home
and gift ideas.

Keep up-to-date with what’s happening 
including our Half Term Fun Events at:
                      gardenstoreonline.co.uk

PLANTS

RESTAURANT
Relax in our
restaurant famous
with locals for tasty
breakfasts, lunches
and home baking.

Birds require high energy foods
to maintain their fat reserves
during cold weather. We
recommend quality foods such as
our Peckish Bird Care range.

HILLTOP GARDEN STORE

Hilltop Witney Road, Ramsden, Oxon. OX7 3AS

Open 9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat   10.30am-4.30pm Sun

(On the B4022, between Charlbury and Witney)

Tel: 01993 868403Please note, the restaurant and
pizza café will close half an hour
before the garden centre. 

SOFT PLAY BARN
Play for up to two hours from
just £3 per child*
Our Pizza Café serves
homemade, cooked to
order pizzas, snacks and
drinks - hot, cold and shaken!

*For Seasons Reward Card members. Join for FREE in-store.

YOU’LL FIND USON THE WITNEY ROAD BETWEEN CHARLBURY & WITNEY.

COME 

ALONG

and see what’s

looking good

 right now!
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