
Dear Families, 
 
Wow! It’s been a busy week in Kindergarten. Here are some of our hi-lights! 
 
This week in reader’s workshop, we have been exploring learn-about-the world-
books. We noticed that the words and pictures in the books can teach us something 
new. We practiced reading these books in two different ways: independently and 
with a partner. When we read with a partner, we sit side by side, put the book in 
the middle, and take turns reading a page. We looked at the cover and thought 
about what would our book be about. 
 
We also started a new writing activity: STAR NAMES! Everyone will get a chance to 
be the star student of the day. When you are the star name, we look closely at your 
name and we talk about all the things we notice about it (how many letters, how 
many syllables, etc). One of the expectations for kindergarten students is to have 
the kids learn the difference between letters and words, to understand that print 
goes from left to right, to differentiate between text and print, and to draw 
representational pictures. Star Names helps address all of these early literacy 
skills, while also building community, as students learn each other’s names and 
interests. 
 
In math workshop, we introduced the attendance stick and a whip share. The 
attendance stick is a group of unifix cubes we build together to show how many 
students are in class for that day. The attendance stick is great because it helps us 
solidify our one to one correspondence (touching each cube as we count) and rote 
counting.  A whip share is when the teacher poses a question (do you like apples) and 
the children answer the question with a yes or no answer. We use a unifix cube to 
keep of track of everyone’s answer and at the end, we count how many people liked 
(or didn’t ) like something. 
 
We had our first Friday of the month field trip to Central Park. We read some 
books about trees, and did some leaf rubbings. To help prepare us for this trip, we 
read the book A Tree Is Nice and we talked about all the fun things you can do with 
a tree (sit in the shade, have a picnic, climb it, etc.). Thanks to all the families who 
joined us and made this trip a huge success!  
 
This week we met Stacie from Harmonize Kidz. Stacie is a singer/songwriter who 
sent her children to MSC before she moved to Westport, CT. She will come to our 
classroom once a week to sing songs with us. She wrote songs that match our social 
studies curriculum. The first song we are learning is The Golden Rule and it is a song 
about how we want to treat people the way we want to be treated. 
 



REMINDER COLLAGES ARE DUE SOON: To help us be inspired writers’, we are 
asking that you work with your child at home to make a writing collage. This collage 
will live in your child’s writing folder and will be there to help inspire topics for 
writing. When you make the collage, please use an 8/12 x 11 sheet of paper. Some 
ideas of what you can put on the collage are: fun family photos (can be trips you 
went on, hobbies you have, extended family pics, etc.), cutouts from magazines 
(favorite hobbies, characters, foods, books, movies, animals, sports, etc.), stickers 
(of favorite animals, things, etc). or anything else you can think of that inspires 
your child. You can glue the items down on the paper and we will add the collage to 
our writing folders. We hope you have fun doing this activity with your child and 
that you have many fun conversations about what is important to your child. Please 
bring in your collage by Tuesday, October 12t.h. If you have any questions, just 
holler. Thanks! 
 
 
Thanks so much for all your support. 
 
Love,  
 
Amy 


