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Dear Families, 
 
Hi!  The first graders were so excited to plant bulbs with families on Friday.  Shakira 
wanted me to pass along a little message: 
 
Dear families, thank you for all your help planting last Friday!! I literally could not 
have done it without your help. Thank you for: Arriving on time, carrying down 
buckets of water, organizing planting materials and student groups, watching kids pick 
up trash in the playground, and returning tools upstairs! Thank you so much!! 
Shakira Provasoli 
 
Our class will be working on a presentation for the next town hall along with Suzanne 
and her class!  The theme is gratitude.  We have been sharing ideas of what gratitude 
means to us, and we’ve been thinking about things that we feel grateful for.   
 
Last week the first graders began jobs!  Each child is responsible for a classroom job 
for one week, then we will change jobs on our job chart.  The children wrote and 
drew “How-To” books, which teach others about their jobs. 
 
In math, we have continued our focus on number partners living inside 10.  We played 
a game called 10 Hide and Seek where one partner hid a part of a tower of ten cubes 
and the other partner had to figure out the missing 10 partner.  We also made a rule 
for adding 1 to any number:  One more is just the next number you say when you are 
counting! 
 
Last week in Reading Workshop, we explored more strategies for reading the print on 
pages.  The first graders realized that it’s important to use more than one strategy 
at a time, such as pointing under the words and thinking about what is happening in 
the story.  We also focused on making a picture of the story in our minds and asking 
ourselves, “Does that make sense?” or “Does that sound right?’ while reading words.  
If the answer is no, we remember to practice some of the strong reading habits we 
have been learning.   
 



We have been writing Teaching Books (or How-To books) in writing workshops.  The 
first graders thought of something they know how to do or make so well that they 
can teach others.  We practiced planning out the steps so that our instructions are 
easy for others to understand and follow.  Then we sketched and wrote them.  We 
discovered that we often run out of room to include all of our writing, so we began 
using 4-page booklets for our Teaching Books rather than single pages.   
 
Thank you for all of your help and support.  Have a sweet week! 
 
Laurel 
 
Important Reminders 

• Recess:  First Graders go outside to recess every morning from 9:15-9:55, unless 
weather is inclement.  In that case, we will be in the basement gym. 

• Newsletters:  We will be sending out a newsletter most weeks, usually by the end of 
the day on Monday.  Eventually, they newsletters will go out electronically.  You can 
always find our class newsletter on our class webpage.  Go to the school’s website:  
http://www.ps333.org and click on the class pages.  The password is: abc123. I am 
also happy to leave a hard copy in your mail pouch.  Just let me know. 

• Greenhouse with Shakira:  We visit Shakira in the Greenhouse every Friday morning 
from 8:32-9:12. I will be out of the room, as this is my prep.  Please drop your child 
off in the Greenhouse on Friday mornings at 8:32. It’s helpful to leave lunches and 
water bottles in his or her cubby before heading up.  When the weather is chilly, the 
children should bring jackets to the greenhouse because the class will be going 
directly to recess (not stopping by the classroom). 

• Communication: The best way to check in with is by leaving a message on the message 
board in the classroom.  I will call you back within a day. If you’d like to have a 
quick chat, just stick around after dismissal on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. We 
have staff meetings on Mondays and Tuesdays, so I would have to scoot out right 
away after the children are dismissed.  Please check your child’s mail pouch daily for 
important information and special work going home.  It’s really helpful for you to 
remind your child that the pouches are just for grown-ups.  That way, we can be sure 
messages get home to you. The kids have work trays inside the classroom. 

• Our Day:  School begins at 8:32.  Drop-off for students is in the classroom.  Arriving 
on time helps us all transition into our day together, and feel ready for the day 
ahead.  Students arriving after 8:45 will be marked late or absent, and will require a 
late pass from the main office.  School ends at 2:55.  Pick-up is in the classroom.  If 
you are running late, please pick your child up in the auditorium. 

Upcoming Dates 
Friday, November 3:  New Victory Theater Trip 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


