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Dear Families, 
 
Hi!  We are getting very excited to lead Town Hall with Suzanne’s class in our theme of 
Gratitude.  We will be filming a short video of things we are grateful for.  Each student drew 
a picture of something she or he is grateful for to include in a paper class gratitude quilt.  
We have had some wonderful conversations about what it means to be grateful for something, 
and for the many things in our lives that we can be grateful for.  We put a list of gratitude 
talking points in your mail pouches last week.  These are for you to keep, in case you would 
like to continue our conversation together at home. 
 
We’ve been learning about the water cycle in science.  We are conducting some experiments 
to help us learn more about evaporation and condensation as we ask: what happens when you 
leave a container of water uncovered?  Why?  What really happens when it looks like water 
disappears?  Where does it go?  We are connecting our understanding of water and weather 
to some of the Greenhouse explorations that Shakira will be leading this year.   
 
In math, we’ve been discussing number sentences and the plus (+) and equal (=) symbols.  Many 
of the children noticed that we use number sentences when we add numbers together, find a 
total and show how we solved number stories.  We have been working to represent our math 
thinking as we solve number stories (word problems), and to solve addition problems to become 
more fluent in our math facts. 
 
Last week in Reading Workshop, a mysterious TOP SECRET note appeared in our classroom 
from the SSDA (the Secret Service Detective Agency).  They challenged our class to join the 
agency’s word detective team.  We received several missions, and have already completed 
Mission #1:  Word detectives are always on the lookout.  They notice when there’s a problem 
and stop to solve it right away.  
We are ready for more missions and eager complete them! 
 
In Writing Workshop, we learned that writers use special words when writing teaching (How-
To) books: first, then, next and last.  These words help us give instructions clearly.  We also 
remembered to read over our writing.  If we can read the words and follow the instructions 
ourselves, chances are others will also be able to read our books! 
 



 
 
Thanks for signing up for a conference.  I look forward to having some one-on-one time to 
chat with you all about your lovely children.  Dismissal will be at 12:00 on Thursday, 
November 16 for conferences. 

 
And, a reminder that children will not be coming to school on Tuesday, November 7.  Have fun!  
 
Thanks for everything and enjoy the week! 
 
Laurel 
 
Important Reminders 
Recess:  First Graders go outside to recess every morning from 9:15-9:55, unless weather is 
inclement.  In that case, we will be in the basement gym. 
Newsletters:  I will send newsletters our about every week, usually by the end of the day on 
Monday. You can always find our newsletter on our class webpage.  Go to the school’s 
website:  http://www.ps333.org and click on the class pages.  The password is: abc123. I am 
also happy to leave a hard copy in your mail pouch.  Just let me know. 
Greenhouse with Shakira:  We visit Shakira in the Greenhouse every Friday morning from 
8:32-9:12. I will be out of the room, as this is my prep.  Please drop your child off in the 
Greenhouse on Friday mornings at 8:32. Please leave lunches and water bottles in cubbies 
before heading down.  When the weather is chilly, the children should bring jackets to the 
greenhouse because the class will be going directly to recess (not stopping by the classroom). 
Communication: The best way to check in with is by leaving a message on the message board 
in the classroom.  I will call you back within a day. If you’d like to have a quick chat, just 
stick around after dismissal on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. We have staff meetings on 
Mondays and Tuesdays, so I would have to scoot out right away after the children are 
dismissed.  Please check your child’s mail pouch daily for important information and special 
work going home.  It’s really helpful for you to remind your child that the pouches are just 
for grown-ups.  That way, we can be sure messages get home to you.  
Our Day:  School begins at 8:32.  Drop-off is in the classroom.  Arriving on time helps us all 
transition into our day together in a positive way.  Students arriving after 8:45 will be 
marked late or absent, and will require a late pass from the main office.  School ends at 2:55.  
Pick-up is in the classroom.  If you’re running late, pick your child up in the auditorium. 
 
Upcoming Dates 
-Tuesday, November 7: Election Day- No School  
-Wednesday, November 15:  Evening Conferences 
-Thursday, November 16: 12:00 dismissal – afternoon conferences 
-Thursday, November 23-Friday, November 24: No School 

 


