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First Grade Newsletter #15 
December 10, 2017 

 
Dear Families, 
 
Hi! We will be celebrating the winter solstice in our classroom on Thursday, December 21 at 
8:30-9:00.  Please save the date, as our families will be our guests of honor!  We will send 
out more details at the end of the week. 

 
Last week in Math, we began to explore subtraction.  We worked through some number 
stories, and discussed different strategies and tools we can use when approaching subtraction.  
Everyone practiced the “Read, Think, Draw, Write” approach.  We realized the importance of 
making a picture in our minds to make sense of the story, then making a math drawing to 
work through what is happening.  We read a book called Elevator Magic where the character 
went down the elevator, then had to use subtraction to find his way and to know how many 
floors he had to go down to reach different places in the building.  
 
Last week in Reading Workshop, we continued to focus on looking at letters and trying 
different sounds when a word feels tricky.  We explored vowels, and learned that they make 
many different sounds.  We also paid close attention to letter combinations in the beginning of 
a word, especially blends (such as st, cl, pl) and diagraphs (sh/th/ch).  You can support your 
child’s word work at home by looking for these letter patterns in some print at home or 
around the neighborhood:  street signs, cereal boxes, yogurt containers or shampoo bottles!  
Do you notice any while you read the newsletter together? 

 
In Writing Workshop, we looked at some nonfiction books and discussed special ways that the 
authors teach their readers:  lots of photos with captions, Words to Know pages (glossaries), 
tables of contents and lots of diagrams.  We are excited to try some of these writing crafts 
while we write All About books.  We also learned about chapter headings as we planned our 
own teaching books.  The first graders wrote one important part for each heading, then wrote 
the details and taught the reader something on the page. 
 
For our current unit in Science, we have been learning about the moon.  The first graders 
created mini representations of the moon, earth and sun.  We learned a song to help us 



remember the Moon Cycle, and we acted it out in small groups.  Please check your mail pouch 
for a moon phase calendar.  If it works for you, you can make some moon observations and 
think about where we are in the moon phase.   
 
In Social Studies, each child has been recording questions and ideas about families in her or 
his All About My Family notebook.  We discussed things that our families teach us, then drew 
some pictures to teach others.  Please check your mail this week for a family packet that 
further explains the family study in first grade.  It would be very helpful if you could spend 
some time with your child exploring the packet.  We would love to get the packets back after 
winter break, in the new year. 
 
Have a spectacular week and thanks for everything! 

 
 

Laurel 
 
 
Upcoming Dates 
Thursday, December 21 8:30-9:00:  Winter Solstice Celebration in the classroom Monday, 
December 25- Monday, January 1, 2018:  Winter Recess- No School 
Tuesday, January 2: School resumes 
 
Important Reminders 
Recess:  Every morning from 9:15-9:55, in the yard or basement gym  
Greenhouse with Shakira:  Friday morning from 8:32-9:12. I will be out of the room for my 
prep.  Please drop your child off in the Greenhouse on Friday mornings at 8:32. Please leave 
lunches and water bottles in cubbies before heading down.  Remember to bring jackets to the 
greenhouse because we go directly to recess (not stopping by the classroom). 
Communication: The best way to check in with is by leaving a message on the message board 
in the classroom.  I will call you back within a day. If you’d like to have a quick chat, just 
stick around after dismissal on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. We have staff meetings on 
Mondays and Tuesdays, so I would have to scoot out right away after the children are 
dismissed.  Please check your child’s mail pouch daily for important information and special 
work going home.  It’s really helpful for you to remind your child that the pouches are just 
for grown-ups.  That way, we can be sure messages get home to you.  
Our Day:  School begins at 8:32. Arriving on time helps us all transition into our day together 
in a positive way.  Students arriving after 8:45 will be marked late or absent, and will require 
a late pass from the main office.  School ends at 2:55.  Pick-up is in the classroom.  If you’re 
running late, pick your child up in the auditorium. 


