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This weekend we continue the narrative 
with John the Baptist.  Last Sunday we 

heard a bit of John’s message.  He called the 
community to make straight and smooth the path 
between God and themselves.  John pointed out 
to them that God wanted to come to them.  They 
were to be God’s blessing in the world and God was 
looking to bless the world through them.  The first 
and second readings last week also pointed out 
the blessing of the community.  God was calling 
the community to 
straighten the path 
before them so that 
God would have an 
easier time entering 
their hearts and 
minds.
 In a small section 
of the Gospel that we 
skipped over, we hear 
how John challenged 
the community.  
People wanted 
to respond to the 
amazing call they were 
hearing.  It was a call 
to return to God, to be 
holy, to be God’s people.
 As we open our hearts during Advent, and as 
we make straight the paths that can lead God 
more completely into our hearts and lives, we will 
probably find ourselves asking the same question 
the people started asking John.  “What 
should we do?”
 The answers John gave to those 

asking might seem so simple.  He was calling 
people to live God’s holiness in their everyday 
lives.  He was not asking them to do anything 
extraordinary.  He did not look for something 
spectacular from them.  Instead, he calls them to 
do the basic things in their lives very well.  John 
says: 
 “If you have more than you need, share with those 
who are in need.”  “Do not cheat at what you do.”  
“Do not extort someone.”  “Do not lie about another 

person.”  “Be content 
with your wages.”
The answers John 
gives do not require 
heroic effort.  The 
answers he offers 
just call the people 
to enjoy what life has 
given them and to 
treat each other with 
kindness.  What John 
is explaining to the 
people is that their 
lives are already a gift 
from God.  If they can 
appreciate what is a 
part of their lives, and 
show basic respect to 

other people who walk through life with them, they 
will find happiness and recognize God’s love in their 
everyday lives.  Then the simple things of life will be 
a reflection of the love of God.  Then through their 

lives, the blessing of God will touch the 
world around us.
 John’s answers also apply to us.  
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When you have
more than you need,

build a longer
table,

not a higher fence.
– UNKNOWN AUTHOR
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To prepare for God’s presence in our lives, we do 
not need to perform some extraordinary action.  
To invite God more deeply into our hearts, we 
need not make a huge sacrifice.  Instead, we find 
ourselves invited to be kind and caring to people 
around us.  We are reminded to live a life by the 
basic moral code God 
has given us.  And, 
we are exhorted to 
be aware of all the 
blessings that our 
lives do have, so we 
find peace in such love 
from God.  If we cannot 
appreciate all the 
blessings we do have, 
we will find ourselves 
grasping for more.  We 
will feel unfulfilled even 
if we already have so 
much more than many 
people.  We will not be 
open to helping others 
because we will feel as 
if we are lacking in our 
lives.

 This week, 
let us ask God in our 
prayer, 

“Lord, 
what can 
I do?”

 

CHRISTMAS FROM THE TOWER

A CONCERT OF CAROLS FROM FRANCE AND BEYOND...
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17TH, 2021 AT 7PM
SAINT BENEDICT PARISH 
2215 W. IRVING PARK RD.
CHICAGO, IL 60618
FOR TICKETS: PARISH.STBENEDICT.COM/MUSIC

DE LA
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SIMBANG GABI 2021
500 YEARS PROCLAIMING JESUS THE WORD MASS: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19TH AT 6PM
Join the Filipino community for this annual tradition. This Mass is part of a Novena celebrated over nine days in 
anticipation of Christmas. Because of the pandemic, there will not be a reception this year.

FAMILY GET-TOGETHER DECEMBER 12TH AFTER 
THE 10:00 AM MASS HOSTED BY THE DAD’S GROUP
Attention Parents! (and kids!) We hope to offer monthly family hang 
outs after Mass and talk about ways we, parents, can connect. We will 
meet in Beaven Hall/Ackerman Center to shoot some baskets and play 
some games. There will be an art table, some coffee for the adults, juice 
for the kids, and donuts for all. Please contact Dennis O’Toole with any 
questions at dennispatrickotoole@gmail.com. 
We hope to see you there!

SIMBANG GABI

Today!
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December 12, 2021

Third Sunday of Advent
Zep 3:14-18a  |  Phil 4:4-7  |  Lk 3:10-18

GROW    AS A DISCIPLE  |  PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Although spontaneous outbursts of joy are not part of our 
liturgy, today’s readings alert us that we have much reason 
to rejoice. Even in times of anxiety, we can rely on the words 
of St. Paul, who writes that we can rest assured that “the 
peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard 
[our] hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” As we prepare for his 
coming during this Advent season, we don’t need to leap out 
of our pews and make a show of our praise (but go for it, if 
that’s your style!). However, in our hearts and in our prayer, 
we can follow the psalmist’s lead and “cry out with joy and 
gladness: for among you is the great and Holy One of Isra-
el.” We can praise God in many ways, through fervent prayer, 
simple acts of kindness and, as John the Baptist did so well, 
sharing the Good News. 

GO    EVANGELIZE 
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

“What should we do?” The crowds asked John the Baptist 
a deceptively simple question many of us wrestle with to-
day. How do we prepare for Christ’s coming? How should 
we spend the next hour, the day, the next year, the next five? 
John the Baptist answers without reservation: Share what 
you have. Don’t be greedy. Do not falsely accuse others. In 
other words, get it together! The Lord is coming. Advent is 
a wonderful time to do just that, and St. Paul reminds us that 
we don’t have to know all the answers. “The Lord is near,” he 
writes, “Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to 
God.” Last week, the readings encouraged us to discern what 
is truly valuable in our lives as Christians. Today’s readings 
encourage us to ask the Lord: “What should we do?” Just 
as John the Baptist showed the people how to prepare for 
Christ’s coming, the Lord shows us how to live out and share 
our faith through the Scriptures and in the silence of prayer.

ACTIONS    Remember the last time you felt unadulterated joy? 
For me it was when my son smacked a game-winning goal at a 
hockey game. As we move through Advent, we can reawaken a 
sense of childlike joy as we prepare to celebrate Christ among 
us. As you light the Advent candle, take time to share with one 
another something that gave you joy within the past week.
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Sunday, Dec 12, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Queen of Mercy, watch over us
Often, we seek guidance, wondering like those around John the

Baptist: What should we do? The answer's a simple one: show

mercy. Our adversaries, family members, and we ourselves may

be in need of such compassion. When La Virgen Morena (the

Brown Virgin) appeared to Juan Diego in Mexico and left her

image on his cactus-fiber cloak, her promise of mercy to all who

appealed to her was sealed on the Americas. Our Lady of

Guadalupe, now patroness of Mexico and empress of the

Americas, extends her reign across two continents and around the

globe. Respond with mercy today.

TODAY'S READINGS: Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke

3:10-18 (9). “The crowds asked John the Baptist, ‘What should we

do?’”

Monday, Dec 13, 2021
MEMORIAL OF LUCY, MARTYR 

I can see clearly now
In these darkening days of December, the Scandinavian festival of

light held on Saint Lucy’s feast day is a cheerful sight to brighten

spirits. In these countries—and wherever Scandinavians are found

—girls dress as Lucy in long white gowns with wreaths of candles

on their heads, carrying sweets in procession as songs are sung.

Similar practices can be found in Italy and Croatia. Whether you

belong to those ethnicities or not, why not incorporate the festival

into your family holiday traditions? Saint Lucy is the patron and

protector of eyesight—ask her to help you focus yours, to see

more clearly the coming of the radiant king.

TODAY'S READINGS: Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a; Matthew 21:23-27

(187). “By what authority are you doing these things? And who

gave you this authority?”

Tuesday, Dec 14, 2021
MEMORIAL OF JOHN OF THE CROSS, PRIEST, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

Carried by love
Saint John of the Cross was named a doctor of the church for his

profound, poetic writings on Christian mysticism. As a spiritual

phenomenon, mysticism is difficult to explain. Central ideas,

though, connect love and suffering. Today, pause to remember the

tragic school shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary and contemplate

this meditation by John and remember to love: “I saw the river over

which every soul must pass to reach the kingdom of heaven, and

the name of that river was suffering. And I saw a boat which

carries souls across the river, and the name of that boat was love.”

TODAY'S READINGS: Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Matthew 21:28-32 (188).

“Then will I remove from your midst the proud braggarts, and you

shall no longer exalt yourself.”

Wednesday, Dec 15, 2021
ADVENT WEEKDAY

Jesus, our justice and our peace
The coming of Jesus into the world was ultimately the coming of

true justice and peace. In today’s psalm, these two virtues are said

to have “kissed” when the Messiah arrived on Earth. What an

incredible image! Every promise of God finds its yes in the One

who frees us from sin and death. In the gospel reading, Jesus

proves by his miraculous love that he is the long-hoped-for

Messiah. Today, remember that as we anticipate Christmas, the

fulfillment of all our hopes and dreams is the justice and peace of

Jesus. Perhaps not what we expected, but what we need!

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Luke 7:18b-23 (189).

“Kindness and truth shall meet; justice and peace shall kiss. Truth

shall spring out of the earth, and justice shall look down from

heaven.”

Thursday, Dec 16, 2021
ADVENT WEEKDAY

Differently blessed
Today’s first reading refers to an idea repeated many times in the

Bible: that children are a blessing from God. Catholic teaching on

situations where bearing children is not possible is not the inverse,

however. The church has never taught that infertility or any other

limitation is a punishment or “curse” from God. To the contrary,

Catholic tradition emphasizes that persons in every situation or

condition deserve our full attention, respect, and caring concern.

How can you practice empathy toward those whose family life has

taken a less common direction?

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 54:1-10; Luke 7:24-30 (190). “Among

those born of women, no one is greater than John; yet the least in

the Kingdom of God is greater than he.”

Friday, Dec 17, 2021
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O WISDOM)

Make the wise choice
Today the church begins to sing the O Antiphons to accompany

the Advent evening prayer of Mary’s Magnificat. These short, sung

phrases remind us of our need for salvation and our desire to

embody the divine characteristics of our Savior. Today we pray for

knowledge. This is not the knowledge that wins arguments around

the dinner table, but the knowledge that shines a light on who we

are, where we came from, and what we are called to do. It is the

knowledge that comes with discernment and brings us peace. May

wisdom be our teacher.

TODAY'S READINGS: Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17 (193). “O

Wisdom of our God Most High, guiding creation with power and

love: come to teach us the path of knowledge!”

Saturday, Dec 18, 2021
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O SACRED LORD)

Walk each other home
The theme for this year’s International Migrants Day is

“Reimagining Human Mobility.” U.N. Secretary-General António

Guterres calls upon citizens of the world to “seize the opportunity

of the recovery from the pandemic to implement safe, orderly, and

regular migration and enable migrants to build more inclusive and

resilient societies.” Today’s O Antiphon recalls the migration of

Israel from Egypt to Palestine and asks God to guide the

movement of peoples. Because we all can trace our ancestry back

to migrating people at one time or another, it is appropriate today

to pray for people on the move seeking new homes and new lives

in new lands.

TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-25 (194). “And

they shall name him Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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Sunday, Mar 14, 2021
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Don’t look at me
During Lent, it’s easy to imagine we’re scoring points with heaven
by all this fasting, praying, and almsgiving. Giving up binge-
watching for a season, spending 15 minutes daily in
contemplation, or funding a different cause each Friday are all
worthy activities that may deepen our commitment to faithful living.
None of these practices will actually buy us a ticket to paradise,
however. Grace is free and unearned, so we can’t boast about it.
Our Lenten practices are simply our way of saying “Thank You” to
the Giver of all good gifts.

TODAY'S READINGS: Year B: 2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23; Ephesians
2:4-10; John 3:14-21 (32). “It is the gift of God; it is not from works,

so no one may boast.”

Monday, Mar 15, 2021
LENTEN WEEKDAY

Engender cooperation
There have been some famous male/female teams in the history of
Catholic religious orders. Benedict and Scholastica, Francis and
Clare, Teresa of Ávila and John of the Cross. Another team
included Vincent de Paul and Louise de Marillac, whose feast day
is today. While Vincent founded the Vincentians, together he and
Louise cofounded the Daughters of Charity. Today, there are
14,000 Daughters of Charity serving the poor all over the world.
Commit to improving gender relations in your daily interactions.
When woman and men feel free to make their unique
contributions, great things can happen.

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 65:17-21; John 4:43-54 (244). “Unless

you people see signs and wonders, you will not believe.”

Tuesday, Mar 16, 2021
LENTEN WEEKDAY

Healing water everywhere
The custom of dipping a finger into holy water and making the sign
of the cross upon entering a church serves to remind us of our
Baptism, whereby we first entered the Catholic Church. But the
waters of Baptism do much more, altering our metaphysical
makeup in a profound way. Christians adopted the ritual from John
the Baptist, but the practice has even more ancient roots. It’s tied
to the Jewish use of mikvahs, purifying pools—including those
mentioned in the Bible, like Bethesda and Siloam—that believers
visited to cleanse themselves of sickness and sin. Let your own
bathing rituals remind you of your baptismal promises.

TODAY'S READINGS: Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12; John 5:1-16 (245). “They

shall be watered by the flow from the sanctuary.”

Wednesday, Mar 17, 2021
OPTIONAL MEMORIAL OF PATRICK, BISHOP, MISSIONARY

Offer an Irish-inspired blessing
As the church and the Irish, and all who are “Irish for the day,”
celebrate the feast of Saint Patrick, let’s also celebrate what we
know of this remarkable fifth-century saint who brought the
message of Christ to Ireland. Patrick writes in his Confession of his
homeland (Roman Britain), his youthful captivity by pirates, his
conversion, and his deepening desire to proclaim God’s presence.
There is no mention of snakes or shamrocks, but there is strong
testament to Patrick’s missionary zeal: “That is why I cannot be

silent . . . about such great blessings and such a gift that the Lord

so kindly bestowed in the land of my captivity.” Look for God’s
presence in this day and share your own good news.

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 49:8-15; John 5:17-30 (246). “I cannot do

anything on my own; . . . because I do not seek my own will but the

will of the one who sent me.”

Thursday, Mar 18, 2021
MEMORIAL OF CYRIL OF JERUSALEM, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

Explore the roots of your faith
Saint Cyril of Jerusalem was a scholar and catechist at heart, but
he spent years embroiled in the Arian heresy, which denied the
divinity of Christ. He spent 16 of his 35 years as Jerusalem’s
archbishop in exile over Arianism and political wrangling. Although
he died in 386, it took until 1882 for him to be declared a doctor of
the church for his significant theological contributions, many
written for adults joining the church. In keeping with Saint Cyril’s
dedication to catechesis, devote some time today to learning more
about your faith.

TODAY'S READINGS: Exodus 32:7-14; John 5:31-47 (247). “The works

that the Father gave me to accomplish . . . testify on my behalf that

the Father has sent me.”

Friday, Mar 19, 2021
SOLEMNITY OF JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY; DAY OF
ABSTINENCE

Try a little tenderness
When God’s plans collided with his, Joseph attended to a calling
beyond the law or custom of his day. He must have felt angry,
betrayed, confused. But he also knew something greater was at
stake than simply following rigid Mosaic code, which would have
demanded stoning a woman found to be "with child" before
marriage. Instead, he trusted Mary and trusted the dream that
brought him angelic counsel. As Pope Francis said in his homily
on this feast day in 2013, “in [Joseph’s] heart we see great
tenderness, which is not the virtue of the weak but rather a sign of
strength.” Practice tenderness—the sign of a strong heart!

TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Romans 4:13, 16-
18, 22; Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Luke 2:41-51a (543). “He did

as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife

into his home.”

Saturday, Mar 20, 2021
LENTEN WEEKDAY

Lie low to be raised high
In 1812, six young women joined to devote their lives to providing
care and education for Catholic families living in Kentucky.
Nineteen-year-old Catherine Spaulding from Maryland was
chosen to lead the group that became the Sisters of Charity of
Nazareth (S.C.N.). Mother Catherine guided the congregation for
45 years, until her death on March 20, 1858. Today 550 S.C.N.
sisters serve in 20 states and four foreign countries. Find your own
quiet path of humility so that you, too, can be exalted.

TODAY'S READINGS: Jeremiah 11:18-20; John 7:40-53 (249). “Never

before has anyone spoken like this man.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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a day at a time.
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           St. Benedict Preparatory School

    Daily Prayer
       Advent 

     Calendar
2021

There is power in praying together. 
We join together during Advent to say a daily prayer.
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Dear God,
Thank you for 
giving us the 
gift of Jesus, 
the greatest 
Christmas gift 
of all. Please 

2 5

This Advent, make each day count!

Learn Fearlessly. Lead Responsibly. Serve Joyfully.

Share your family Advent Prayer tradition by tagging 
#pray25stbens on social media!

#PRAY25STBENS
St. Benedict Preparatory 
School is encouraging 
families to take time away 
from the hustle and bustle 
of the secular Christmas 
world this Advent. Families 
were provided with an 
Advent family prayer 
booklet with daily prayers 
and reflections on God’s 
word and messages of 
hope. In addition, weekly 
prayers will be broadcast 
on the school’s Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/
StBenedictPrep/. Families 
are also encouraged 
to share photos and 
videos of their Advent 
prayers using the hashtag 
#pray25stbens to count 
down to Christmas 
in prayer. The school 
community is using the 
power of prayer to be a 
“Christmas People” to the 
world around us.

Education
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Save these dates for our remaining SBPS Christmas Concerts!

Join us live, or live stream! Find the link in the Buzz!
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CHRISTMAS MUSIC FILLS THE AIR
Middle School Fine Arts students kicked-off the St. Benedict Prep Christmas 
concert series last week with a presentation of “It’s a Wonderful Life Radio Show”.  
SBPS middle school band, strings, choir students performed classic holiday music.  
In addition, SBPS theater students presented the classic story of “It’s a Wonderful 
Life” in a radio show format.  Congratulations to Mrs. Agata Ballenger, 
Ms. Anna Piotrowski, Mrs. Hannah Thompson, Mr. Jeremy Kiolbassa, 
and all of our St. Benedict Prep Fine Arts students.

Education
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FROM THE DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE OUTREACH TEAM 
AT ST. BENEDICT PARISH

A checklist
of essentials 
to take with 
you when 
escaping 
abuse
Walking out the door and away from an abuser—or kicking an abusive partner out the door, if so inclined—is seldom as easy 
as it sounds. Abusers thrive on power and control, and having their victim leave them is the ultimate loss of control. Hence, 
abusers will often make it as difficult as possible for survivors to extricate themselves. 

But, it is possible. Leaving an abuser can be the most empowering—and life-saving—decision a survivor can make for 
themselves and any children involved. When you’re ready, the key to leaving safely is preparation, and that starts with a 
safety plan.

It’s best to create a safety plan,  customized to your unique situation, with the help of a trained domestic violence advocate. 
Their expertise and know-how will help you leave a dangerous situation in the most calculated and smart way possible. An 
advocate will help you locate resources in your area, including shelters, counseling, lay legal advice, court assistance and 
support groups. 

ONLY YOU KNOW
Creating a safety plan includes figuring out when to leave, where you’re going to go, what you’ll take and how to keep these 
details private from your abuser. These decisions are yours and yours alone to make, as the survivor. Only you can say when 
is the safest time to leave and only you know where you will feel safest to go to. For some women, this may be a shelter 
temporarily, while they secure a more permanent living situation. Some survivors leave with only the clothes on their back 
while others are able to pack a bag ahead of time that they can easily locate, retrieve and take with them when they’re 
ready to escape. WomensLaw.org suggests the following things be included in that bag, but keep in mind, not all of these 
suggestions will be feasible for everyone and some may even put a survivor in greater danger. Do what you think is best to 
keep yourself and your children safe.

PACK LIST:
• A spare set of car keys, your driver’s license and/or passport(s)
• Credit cards and some cash—enough for transportation, food and lodging for a few days. 
 Your abuser may cancel your credit cards or try to track you through your credit card use.
• Work permit, green card or immigration papers (if applicable)
• Government benefits card (if you have one)
• Phone numbers for friends, relatives, doctors, schools, taxi services and your local 
 domestic violence organization (taking your cell phone will allow your abuser to track you)
• A few changes of clothing for yourself and your children
• Infant formula and diapers 
• Comfort items to help your children feel safe

WHEN 
IT’S 
TIME 
TO GO
PART I

Human Concerns

9

(Continued on page 10)
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NEXT COMMON 
PANTRY FOOD 
COLLECTION
DECEMBER 18TH/19TH 
ST. VICENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Food drop-off weekends will be 
the 3rd weekend of the month. 
THE NEXT DROP OFF WEEKEND 
IS DECEMBER 18TH AND 19TH. 
Please note: Non-perishable food 
and personal care items are always 
welcome but please do not include 
any recyclables with your donation 
such as paper and plastic bags. 
Please also make sure there are 
not any expired items. Thank you!

Human Concerns
• Pet food, leashes and vet records for any animals you’re taking with you
• Any medication or vitamins you typically take
• Important documents, or copies of them, for both you and your children including birth certificates, social security cards, 

school records, immunizations, pay stubs, bank account information, marriage license, will, mortgage papers, lease 
agreement, insurance information

• Order of protection (if you are able to secure one ahead of time)
• Any evidence you’ve been collecting to show you’ve been abused (photos of injuries, police records, medical records, a 

journal or log)
• A few personal items you want to keep (photo albums, jewelry, etc.)

Keep your getaway bag in a place where the abuser cannot find it, such as at a trusted friend’s or neighbor’s house. Also, hide 
an extra set of car keys somewhere that you can easily access, in case the abuser takes the car keys to prevent you from 
leaving. If you have pets, take them with you when possible, or think about someone you trust who could take them before 
or when you leave. Read more about how to protect your furry family members in “ Planning for Pet Safety.” 

Next week’s Bulletin will include Part II of this article, which talks about the steps to consider next 
in your safety plan.
- With thanks to domesticshelters.org

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIM SERVICES:
Catholic Charities Domestic Violence Services – Various Locations:  Please call 1.312.655.7725 
Illinois Domestic Violence Hotline:  1.877.863.6338 (Toll-Free. 24-hour. Confidential. Multilingual.)
Childhelp National Child Abuse Hotline:  1-800-4-A-CHILD (1-800-422-4453)
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Worldwide Prayer Service  
& Candle Lighting

to honor and remember children who have gone too soon 

The Elizabeth Ministry of  Queen 
of  All Saints parish is honored to 
host The Compassionate Friends 
Worldwide Candle Lighting service 
this year on Sunday, December 12th.

At 7:00 p.m. local time, family and 
friends around the globe unite in 
lighting candles for one hour to 
honor the memories of  any child 
of  any age who has died. 

Everyone is welcome to participate 
in all or part of  the service as they 
feel comfortable. All will be invited 
to light a candle in memory of  
their loved one, whose names will 
be read aloud during the service. 

No reservation is necessary. 

Masks are required at all times.

The service will be livestreamed 
for those who wish to join us from 
home. Go to qasparish.org and click 
Live Stream Mass to join us online.

Please contact us at 
elizabethministry.qas@gamil.com 
with questions or to request the 
name of  a loved one to be read 

during the service. 

compassionatefriends.org

Sunday Evening,
December 12

6:45 p.m. Program Begins
7:00 p.m. Candle Lighting

Queen of All Saints Basilica
6280 N. Sauganash Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60646
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Sunday GivingSunday Giving

Christmas EveChristmas Eve
DECEMBER 24 @4PM, 6PM, MIDNIGHT

Christmas DayChristmas Day
DECEMBER 25 @8AM, 10AM, NOON, (NO 5PM)

The Holy family of Jesus, The Holy family of Jesus, 
Mary, and josephMary, and joseph

DECEMBER 26 @8AM, 10AM, NOON

Mary, Mother of GodMary, Mother of God
DECEMBER 31 @6PM   |   JANUARY 1 @9AM

EpiphanyEpiphany
JANUARY 1 @5PM   |   JANUARY 2 @8AM, 10AM, NOON

S T .  B E N E D I C T  P A R I S H

Holiday Mass Holiday Mass 
ScheduleSchedule St. Ben's Comic Corner

Our parish is very grateful for our 
parishioners and friends who have 
faithfully continued to support and even 
increased their generosity over the past 
year. Whether you have turned in your 
envelopes in church, to the rectory office, 
or made gifts online through GiveCentral, 
your generosity has allowed the parish 
to keep its employees whole, ensure our 
school stays open and safe, maintain 
our facilities, and provide outreach 
opportunities during this difficult year. 
We have been very strategic in lowering 
our overhead expenses in an effort to be 
good stewards of the gifts that we receive. 
Our parish, however, heavily relies on the 
generosity of its parishioners.  

Sign-up today for secure automated 
giving to St. Benedict Parish and 
Preparatory School. Simply go to 
www.GiveCentral.org to start giving by 
selecting St. Benedict Church - Chicago, 
or you may also donate by visiting the 
link on our parish and school website. 
If you need assistance signing up 
or have questions about the program, 
contact our Parish Database Manager,
Christine Clardy, at (773) 588-6484 
x5113 or cclardy@stbenedict.com or 
our Director of Finance, Geoff Pautsch, 
at x5109 or at gpautsch@stbenedict.
com. Thank you for your remarkable 
generosity to the parish.

DONATE NOW
WITH
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Masses for the Week 

Please call the Rectory at (773) 588-6484 to add your 
name or the name of an immediate family member for 
whom you would like the parish to pray for healing. 
The name of the person will appear for 2 months unless 
otherwise instructed at the time the request is made.  

Please Pray for Healing

Lore Ensdorf

Tyler Allen
Mike Bartley 
Carole Brimstin
Sue Fahey
Kelley Halper 
Anne Hoellich
Marilyn Jerger 
Patricia Keating
Patricia King 
Kenny Kopulos
Mary Leyden 
Jackson James Limburg
Alphea Love

Geo Macaranas
Ronald O’Keefe
Colleen O’Keefe Wiora
Julie Raheja-Perera
Matt Rahn
MaryAnn Revis 
Hildegard Ruscheinsky
Bill Shaver
Jim Strzalka
Tom Weirath 
Helene Wieland 
Leda Wildner

Baptisms
Thomas Baer Boniface, son of Thomas Boniface and 
 Sarah Wickman
Charlotte Anne, daughter of Thomas and Susan Zalduendo

Saturday, December 11 - Advent Weekday; 
 St. Damasus I, Pope
8:30AM Maryann Siwek and Deceased Members of the Krall  
 Family - LuAnn Kowar
 Cecelia Moulton - Tom Moulton and Lill Stramel and   
 Family
 Gloria Recede - B. Kelly
5PM Freddie Brandt - Ruth Raymann
 Jim Powell - The Powell Family

Sunday, December 12- Third Sunday of Advent
8AM Gloria Recede - Family
 John Weber - Jan McNeill
 Special Intention for Lucy Consing - Friends
 John Fusco - Florian and Friends
10AM John A. Hauser - The Padmanabhan Family
 Beniamino Mazzone, Sr. - The Gumler Family
 Special Intention for Raymond Dominic Cobarde and  
 Jose Bayron, Jr. - Deditha Cobarde
12PM Lillian F. Stramel - The St. Benedict Parish Community 
 Deacon Gene and Carol O’Hern - Deacon of 
 St. Benedict Parish
 Gilda Gayares - Family

Monday, December 13 – St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
8:30AM Special Birthday Blessings for Lucy Consing - Friends
 Emilio A. Mojica - Julie Mojica
 Special Healing Intention for Sonia Masecampo 
 - Lazar and Wilma

Tuesday, December 14  – St. John of the Cross, 
 Priest and Doctor of the Church
8:30AM Jaime Aguilar de Guzman, Sr. - Bella DeGuzman 
 Special Intention for Lucy Consing - Beverly Wallin
 Alberto Donndorff - Brian Schneider

Wednesday, December 15 – Advent Weekday
8:30AM Special Birthday Blessings for Kathy Minneci - Friends
 Special Intention for Flor Clarito - Daisy and Tess
 Special Intention for Colleen Stock - Lazar and 
 Wilma Bityou

Thursday, December 16 - Advent Weekday 
8:30AM Sarah and William Gilger - Family
 Hermelia Cobarde - Deditha Cobarde
 James Burke, Sr. - Family  

Friday, December 17 - Late Advent Weekday
8:30AM Special Intention for Jorge Ty - Family
 Special Intention for Juanita Domagas - Lucy Consing
 Kathleen P. Colletti - The Schneider Family

Saturday, December 18 - Late Advent Weekday 
8:30AM Juan Guevara-Luna - Leonora Llanes
 Special Intention for Daisy Schmookler - Lucy Consing
 Steve Grisuek - B. Kelly
5PM Gail Ruhnke - Friend
 John A. Hauser - The Padmanabhan Family
 Tom Szeszol - Family

Sunday, December 19- Fourth Sunday of Advent
8AM John Weber - Family
 Gloria Recede - Family
 Stan Weber - St. Ben’s Friends
 Beniamino Mazzone, Sr. - The Padmanabhan Family
10AM John Alan Hauser - The St. Benedict Parish and School  
 Community
 Philip Anselmini (Class of ‘62) - The St. Benedict   
	 Alumni	Office
 John T. Suh - Catherine Goral
 Robert Drajer - The Tom Stockwell Family
12PM Jesse Richardson - The St. Benedict Parish and School  
 Community 
 Dradyne Robyne Eudeikis - Carla Miller
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If you are visiting, we hope you enjoy your stay.  We’re glad you decided to join us in this celebration. If you 
are new to the St. Ben’s community, welcome home!  To become a registered parishioner, complete a 
Registration Form on our website: parish.stbenedict.com.  One of our Ministers of Hospitality will be glad 
to assist you. If you are a former parishioner or a graduate of our schools, we are glad to see you back home.  
We hope you will return often. Contact Joe Accardi, Director of Alumni Relations at jaccardi@stbenedict.
com. Our weekly bulletin, The Steward, tells you about parish life. Submissions for the bulletin are generally 
due by Friday at 9 am of the week previous to publication.  Electronic submissions are preferred via e-mail 
to bulletin@stbenedict.com. Flyers should be submitted in camera-ready format and will be used if space 
permits. If you would like to receive our online weekly newsletter-"The Block", please contact the rectory to be placed on our 
emailing list. If you have any questions, please call the rectory at (773) 588-6484.  We look forward to hearing from you.

PARISH INFORMATION

ST. BENEDICT PARISH AND PREPARATORY SCHOOL

ST. BENEDICT PARISH
Rectory: 2215 W. Irving Park Road, 
Chicago, IL 60618
Phone: (773) 588-6484  
Fax: (773) 588-4927 
Email: www.stbenedict.com 
Rectory hours: 9AM - 5 PM 
(Monday-Friday), 
NO SATURDAY OR SUNDAY HOURS

PASTORAL STAFF  
Rev. Stephen Kanonik, Pastor, 
   ext. 5106, skanonik@stbenedict.com 
Rev. Robert Beaven, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Thomas Refermat, Assoc. Pastor,
   ext 5103, trefermat@stbenedict.com
David Reyes, Deacon, ext. 5105,
   dreyes@stbenedict.com 
Jeremy Kiolbassa, Director of Music 
   and Liturgy, ext. 5107, 
   jkiolbassa@stbenedict.com 
Elaine Lindia, Director of Catechesis, 
   ext. 1271, elindia@stbenedict.com
Kim McMillan, Director of Youth Ministry,
   ext. 5108, kmcmillan@stbenedict.com 
Jody Roy, Director of St.  Kateri Center,
   ext. 7000, 
   jroy@stbenedict.com
Bill Frere, Deacon, St. Kateri Center
   wfrere@archchicago.org

PARISH SUPPORT STAFF
Geoff Pautsch, Director of Finance, 
   ext. 5109, gpautsch@stbenedict.com 
Ellen Roberts, Parish Manager, 
   ext. 5104, eroberts@stbenedict.com 
Maria Tubay, Director of Communications
   ext. 2351, mtubay@stbenedict.com
Christine Clardy, Parish Database and
   Compliance Manager ext. 5113, 
   cclardy@stbenedict.com

ST. BENEDICT 
PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
Early Childhood (Preschool)
Phone: (773) 588-7851 
3901 N. Bell Ave, Chicago, IL 60618 

Lower School(K-3)
Phone: (773) 463-6797 
3920 N. Leavitt, Chicago, IL 60618 

Upper School (4-8)
Phone: (773) 539-0066
3900 N. Leavitt, Chicago, IL 60618

Rachel Gemo, Head of Parish School 
(PK-8), ext. 1220, 
rgemo@stbenedict.com   
Rachel Waldron, Head of Lower School, 
ext. 1101, rwaldron@stbenedict.com                                      
Mary Deletioglu, Head of Upper School, 
ext. 1253, mdeletioglu@stbenedict.com   

THE COMMISSIONS OF 
ST. BENEDICT PARISH
If you are interested in learning more 
about or joining one of the many 
ministries at 
St. Benedict Parish or would like to 
volunteer time or talent, please call 
the rectory or contact the following 
person(s):
Parish Council Chair: Karen Cholipski
Finance Council Chair: Chris Graff
School Board Co-Chairs: Michael Gerlach
   and Lindsay Milanowski
Catechetical Commission: 
Elaine Lindia and Kim McMillan
Education Commission: Rachel Gemo, 
Rachel Waldron, or Mary Deletioglu
Human Concerns Commission: TBD
Parish Life Commission: TBD
Spiritual Life Commission: 
Fr. Stephen Kanonik and 
Jeremy Kiolbassa

MASSES AND SERVICES
Sunday Eucharist:  Saturday 5PM, 
Sunday 8AM, 10AM, AND 12PM
Live Stream as well, Sunday
Weekday Eucharist: 8:30AM Mon-Sat
Holy Day Eucharist: 6:30AM, 8:30AM 
and 7PM
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: 
Tuesdays 9AM
Exposition and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament: First Friday of each 
month, 9AM-12PM, in church
Baptisms: Scheduled on all Sundays at 
1:30PM; on the fourth Sunday at one of 
the Masses. Baptism preparation class is 
required.
Reconciliation: Saturdays, 11AM - 12 
NOON; seasonal celebrations, as posted; 
by appointment in the rectory. 
Weddings: Arrange with a priest at least 
four months in advance. Participation in 
marriage preparation is required.* Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): 
For unbaptized persons or baptized 
persons interested in learning more 
about the Catholic faith and the process 
of becoming a Catholic.* Religious 
Education: For the religious education of 
children attending public schools please 
call the Director of Catechesis. 
Handicapped Accessibility: An elevator is 
available for all Sunday Masses. Enter the 
church through the East door.**
Homebound: Call the rectory to arrange 
communion in home for those unable to 
attend Mass. 
Mass Intentions: Mass intentions may be 
requested for someone who is living or 
deceased, to commemorate a birthday, 
special anniversary, or the anniversary of 
a loved one’s death.*  

* Please call the Rectory          ** Please call the Rectory for weekday avail.
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HAVING DIFFICULTY DEALING 
WITH OUR STRESSFUL WORLD? 
The Holbrook Counseling Center of Catholic Charities 
provides counseling services at St. Matthias Parish.  
Cheryl Joseph-Lukz, MA, LCPC is the therapist at St. Matthias. Cheryl is a Licensed 
Clinical Counselor, and she has worked with individuals, couples and families for 
over 20 years.  Whether you’re having problems with personal relationships, work 
situations or are just feeling unhappy, “stuck”, or unfulfilled, we’re here for you.  
We are in network with BC/BS PPO.  
Please call (312) 655-7725. 

000271 St Benedict Church (B)             www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

Grein Funeral Directors
* Advanced Funeral Planning Available * Chapel Facilities Throughout Chicago And Suburbs * Flexible Pricing To Meet Your Individual Needs                                                          

2114 W. Irving Park Rd.                                              (773) 588-6336

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Call Frank Tucker
312.502.6212

www.jspaluch.com

Advertising here
helps your parish
& your business.

email: tuckerf@jspaluch.com

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It 
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers✂
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LAW OFFICE
Specialize in Real Estate

Wills - Personal Injury
JAKUBCO, RICHARDS & JAKUBCO
Quotation on legal fees - free

2224 W. Irving Pk. (773) 588-3395

TIGER’S
BODY SHOP

Complete Auto 
Rebuilders

Painting • Welding
Frame Straightening

All Work Guaranteed
Since 1952

3604 N. Lincoln Av.
773-935-2131

5% Off W/Ad

Dorothy G. Rewinski, D.D.S.
St. Benedict Alumnus
773-267-1818
1801 W. Irving Park

Chicago
Established 1908

              SEWER SERVICE
Lic. #PL-14645

Lic. #055-032320
(773) 525-0474
2330 W. Nelson St.

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
773.471.1444
Best Work • Best Rates

WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK
Since 1965
Lic# 055-026066

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Realtor / Parishioner

Call for a FREE market analysis!

773.720.1616
arodia@koenigrubloff.com

AnneRodia.com
© BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of

HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate and a 
franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
Home Services symbol are registered service marks of 

HomeServices of America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Oppurtunity

MARY ELLEN “O’HARA”
CONSIDINE   Nee: Caplis

Cell # (773) 704-4250 V. Mail (773) 687-5181
MaryEllen.Considine@cbexchange.com

2159 W. Addison Street
(773) 472-6160

EST. 1970

$5 OFF any food order of
$20 or more

2101 W. Irving Park • 773-583-4200
www.torpizza.com

Expires 6-20-20

Not valid w/other offers
 Must present coupon

ST. JOSEPH VILLAGE
OF CHICAGO
FRANCISCAN COMMUNITIES
Sponsored by The Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

4021 W. Belmont, Chicago
(773) 328-5500

Assisted Living, Skilled Nursing
Memory Support &

Rehabilitation Services
Daily Mass & Rosary

www.FranciscanCommunities.com

Coldwell Banker
Lincoln Park
Jane Bishop Lillegard

ALHS–Luxury Home Specialist
Bridging the waters 

of buying & selling    omes®
773/213-5369 

www.janeshousecalls.com     janebl@cbexchange.com

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
•  LeafGuard®  

is guaranteed 
never to clog or 
we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
leaves, pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder  
to clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not  
a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as 
long as you own your home, or 
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card 
with FREE in-home estimate!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will 
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit 

one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This 
offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, 

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. 

The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated 
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company 

in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company 
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may 
substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion 
form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not 

sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to change without notice prior to 
reservation. Expires 9/30/20

CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
* Does not include 

cost  of material.
Offer expires 9/30/20.

x

Personal Injury
Workers’ Compensation

312.372.9600 
Neighborhood Office

6723 N. Northwest Highway

Downtown Office
150 North Michigan Avenue

www.moricilongo.comJim Morici
St. Ben’s/NBGC

LAKEVIEW Benjamin Moore Color Gallery
3911 N. Lincoln Ave.

OPEN 7 DAYS

773-281-1777

Dip and Sip
Donuts

I Dip, You Dip, We Sip

• Cake Donuts 
made from 
scratch in house. 
Our pick or 
customize!
• Custom Donut

Cakes made from our donuts!
• Great local coffee!
• We cater and deliver!

2256 W. Roscoe 
Chicago, IL 60618

773.661.1464

Karen McKeon, Broker

773-547-8321
www.karenmckeon.com
kmckeon@atproperties.com

FURNISHED RENTALS 
in NORTH CENTER

• Furnished and utilities included in rent
• Perfect for visiting family/fire/flood

• 1 month to 1 year durations
• Roscoe Village/Bucktown locations

773-358-8872  www.vrbo.com/656104

The best team for communication
through interpreting and translation.

Training interpreters in community
and medical interpretation.

866-737-9487
www.swits.us

 

To learn more about Chicago’s most
diverse charter school, email

registration@cicsnorthtown.org
to schedule your own virtual tour.

CICS
NORTHTOWN

ACADEMY
The World at Home: Where every student finds
a place, a purpose, and an opportunity to succeed.CICSNORTHTOWN.ORG

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!


