
 

 

Membership at Christ Church 
 
How We View Membership  
 
Scripture reveals that the primary instrument of God’s plan for accomplishing his purposes in 
our lives and on this earth is his Church. All followers of Jesus are members of the universal 
church, but we are called to live out our lives in fellowship with other believers in a particular 
local church. Membership in a local church provides a context for us to live out all of the “one 
anothers” in Scripture with real people we know by name and whose lives we care about 
deeply. We want to do church in a way that helps us to view our lives and world through the 
lens of the person and work of Jesus Christ. We explain more about this view below. 
 

A Community Being Transformed in Christ, Together, For the City 
 
The church is not simply a religious organization or club, but a family of believers in Christ, 
pursuing and living in committed relationship with one another. Knowing and being known by 
others, we come together as a fellowship of congregants, not consumers. As brothers and 
sisters in Christ, members are participants, not patrons. Membership constitutes a promise to 
partner with one another in carrying out the Great Commission, with a willingness to call one 
another back to the gospel and hold one another accountable in our journeys of deepening 
faith – with love, meekness and humility. It is a way in which we live in the power of the Holy 
Spirit for the glory of God, the good of others, and the growth of the church. 
  
1. Church membership is biblical. It was the practice of the early church, and the assumed 

condition of the Christians in the book of Acts and the epistles. Local churches knew 
exactly who was a part of the church. As men and women accepted the gospel and were 
baptized, they were “added” to the local church (Acts 2:41, 47; 5:14; 16:5). Pastors and 
elders are tasked with leading, teaching, overseeing, and shepherding the people of the 
church (Heb. 13:17; 1 Tim. 5:17-21). Such a task would be nearly impossible without 
having a way to know who is and is not part of the church. 
 

2. Church membership is vital to spiritual growth. Every human being is created for 
community. God made us to need each other. As followers of Christ we are called to 
pursue relationship with one another and to live out all dimensions of life together. We 
receive the Gospel promises individually, but we are called to live them out corporately. 
God gives us deep friendships and family to help us with all that we face in life. As we 
follow Christ, and love and serve one another, we put Christ’s love on display. We need 
community to grow (John 17; 1 Corinthians 12; 1 Peter 2; Ephesians 4:15-16). 
 
 



 

 

 
3. Church membership identifies us with Christ and his people. Church membership is a 

visible declaration of our allegiance to Christ (Mark 8:38; 1 John 2:19). Membership in the 
church is based on our union with Christ and this is demonstrated through a voluntary, 
formal commitment to one another in a local context.  
 

4. Church membership enables us to glorify God. As we use the spiritual gifts God has 
given to each of us, we join together to build others up and advance the gospel in unity, 
and with a steady focus on the mission that Christ gave the church.  

 
How Our Membership Process Works 
 

1. Church Participation. Committing to a local church can be a big decision. We want to 
provide you as many resources as possible to help you make that decision. And it’s only 
right that you have enough time to participate in the life of the church prior to making 
your decision. Attendance at Sunday morning worship services, at small group meetings, 
and at church fellowship gatherings will go a long way in helping you determine whether 
this is the church for you. 
 

2. Baptism. If you are saved, but have not been baptized, we ask that you take this step 
before becoming a member of Christ Church. Baptism is intended for those who have 
placed their faith in Jesus Christ and have repented of their sin. It is one’s public 
declaration of faith in Jesus Christ and displays God’s saving work in the heart of a 
believer. Christ Church generally does not encourage re-baptism of those who have 
already been baptized, have a credible profession of faith in Jesus Christ, and a sincere 
desire to grow in their knowledge and love of him. 

 

3. Membership Information. If you are thinking about becoming a member of Christ Church, 
we will get to know you and provide you information on the requirements for membership.  
We will interact with you to help you explore our mission, core values, beliefs, and history. 
We believe it is important that you know everything up front, prior to making your 
decision. You will also receive a membership questionnaire, to be filled out and turned in 
to one of the pastors. 

 

4. Discuss Membership with an Elder. The final step to becoming a member is meeting with 
one of the elders. This is a time to get to know you better, explore your relationship with 
Jesus Christ, and respond to any questions you may have about Christ Church and 
membership. In terms of public presentation, Membership Affirmations take place before 
the congregation on designated Sundays. 
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