2015 Roots La Carrière
Mason Ridge Vineyard
Pinot Noir Rosé
Harvested: 9/8/15

Brix: 20.5

Alcohol: 12.5%

Fermentation: Native

Aging: 5 months

Barrels: N/A (Stainless steel)

Bottled: 2/8/16

Production: 100 cases

The Vineyard
Near the community of Helvetia, Mason Ridge Vineyard’s cool-climate location is perfect for Pinot Noir.
The Loess soil, a clastic, predominantly silt-sized sediment formed by the accumulation of wind-blown
dust, further enriches the flavor profile of the Pinot. AVA: Willamette Valley. Established: 1995. Elevation:
740–800 feet. Size: 7 acres. Pinot Noir Clone: Self-rooted Espigette. Owner: Dean Inman.

The Vintage
Oregon experienced another extraordinary, nearly ideal growing season in 2015. The vintage began with
warm weather conditions in the winter that continued throughout spring and summer. Light scattered
showers in late August and a return to normalcy in September gave a break to what was an intense growing
season. The result was concentrated, balanced fruit. The 2015 vintage started with bud break in March, two
to three weeks early depending on the region and vineyard site. The early trend continued with higher than
normal temperatures through spring, which created exceptional conditions for bloom, flower and fruit set. As
spring gave way to summer, conditions continued to be warmer than usual and consequentially grape clusters were far larger than typical. Most growers chose to slow down ripening by leaving extra fruit on the vine.
Throughout the state, harvest started around Aug. 26, making 2015 one of the earliest harvests on record. The
growing conditions from bud break through harvest paved the way for virtually pristine fruit with minimal
signs of disease and no fear of pest or bird effects. Most wineries reported higher-than-normal yields, resulting from decisions made in the vineyard and larger-than-normal clusters.

The Philosophy
Roots winemaker/owner Chris Berg has been making wine professionally since 2000. He crafts terroirdriven wines — expressive of the soil, climate and geography — using native fermentation in the winery
and sustainable methods in the vineyard. The result? Wines of finesse and complexity.
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