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Please join us on November 6th for an extraordinary musical performance by the renowned
jazz musicians Mardra and Reggie Thomas. Mardra
is a true jazz vocalist with a sultry voice compared to
Billie Holiday and Eartha Kitt. Mardra has performed
throughout the US in theatres, concert halls, and
premier clubs such as Kansas City’s Blue Room and St
Louis’ Jazz at the Bistro. She has also performed for
the theatrical stage in numerous productions, most
recently in Sandra Seaton’s CHICAGO TRILOGY at the
2015 Atlanta Black Theatre Festival.
Mardra’s husband Reggie is a world-class pianist who has performed internationally including in
Tokyo, Bangkok, Jakarta, Milan, Warsaw and London. Reggie regularly performs with the legendary
Count Basie Band as an accompanist for the Thelonious Monk International Jazz Competition at the Kennedy Center in Washington DC and Los Angeles.
Reggie has been a professor of music at several Universities, presently leading the Northern Illinois University School of Music’s Jazz Studies Program.
Mardra and Reggie’s most recently released record-

ing is “Matters Of The Heart”. Their extensive resume is online at www.mrtjazz.com. The Thomas’
will be joined by bass player Marlene Rosenberg and
drummer Tim Wise.
This is the 7th annual “Jazz” event to raise
awareness and support for the preservation mission
of CILF, and to financially assist its stewardship of the
historic G.A.R. Greenhut Memorial Hall, 416 Hamilton Blvd. in downtown Peoria where the performance will be held. The facility is ADA compliant
with a newly added elevator dedicated to the
memory of past CILF President and Architect Lesley
H. Kenyon. Doors open at 1 PM followed by 3 hours
of music commencing at 1:30 PM. Please remember
that Nov 6th is when Daylight Savings Time ends. Tables of 4, 6, or 8/10 persons can be reserved so bring
your friends to enjoy the ambiance and entertainment on this Fall Sunday afternoon.
(continued on next page)

(More on the jazz event)
Tickets are $30 per person and reservations are
encouraged as seating in the auditorium is limited.
For reservations call (309) 636-7022 or (Cell) 843371-0373. Information can be found on our web
site at www.facebook.com/CILFPeoria. Attendees
are reminded that at this event they can BYOB of
refreshments along with whatever appetizers or
snacks they prefer while enjoying the musical performance.

landscaping went on from 10 a.m. and wrapped up
around 4 in the afternoon. Fun was had by all!
The yard looked amazing and it was so awesome to visually see the great progress that was
made. It was a huge success and I promise CILF
and PHS look forward to helping more home projects in our historic heritage neighborhoods in the
future!
Kudos to GAR Hall Rental Manager Molly
Crusen Bishop who facilitated the event.

Uplifting Historic Event
The first Historic House Heritage Uplift was a
great success. Members of Central Illinois Landmarks Foundation, the Peoria Historical Society,
and over 40 volunteers from the Peoria community
came together to help a CILF-marked house and
family in need.

Yule Like Peoria 2016
Yule Like Peoria is a well-established postThanksgiving tradition where everyone can walk
about downtown Peoria to enjoy various sights and
sounds in commercial and non-profit venues. And
it’s all free!
The G.A.R. Hall will
host the Civil War
Dancers in period
dress showing off
their stuff. It all
happens
Friday,
Nov. 25 from 6:00
to 9:00 pm. at 416
Hamilton Blvd.

What the Dickens!
A Christmas Carol
On Saturday, August 27th, we all came together
for what felt like an old fashioned barn raising! The
owners of the historic gem located on Illinois Avenue on Peoria's East Bluff needed some help to try
to get their 1886 Italianate style home up to code.
The family lives in Bloomington and rents out the
duplex.
Peoria Architectural Salvage, Whiskey City Architectural Salvage, and Larry Ware came bearing
scrapers, sanders, and all types of equipment needed to help paint, repair, and do landscape needs.
City council members Sid Ruckreigel and Tim Riggenbach came with supplies, hard work, and even pizzas!
The painting and scraping and sanding and

Sunday, December 4
Actor and
narrator
Doug
Day will present
Charles Dickens
“little ghost story” at the Grand
Army of the Republic Hall, Sunday December 4
at 3 pm.
Christmas high tea will be served.
Admission is $10 for adults and $5 for children.
Proceeds will support CILF

Two New CILF Markers
By Tim Hartneck, CILF Markers Chair

438 High Street, Peoria
The local firm of Richardson & Hotchkiss designed the house which was built ca. 1897. The name of the original
owner is still a mystery.
The exterior of this English Reform Style house is a sophisticated horizontal melody of slate, terra cotta tiles, yellow roman brick, limestone and Peoria common brick. The terra cotta tiling on the second story is exceptional and seldom seen in American architecture of the period, but was common in grand English houses of the same era.
The architectural style of 438 High Street is late Victorian and resembles “modern" design much like Chicago's Glessner house by H.H. Richardson (no relation). This
design presents a closed facade to the street with
the backside opening up to an expansive garden
that overlooks the Illinois River. Remarkably large
picture windows on the river side allow for an expansive view from inside the house. These features were cutting edge features in the late 1890's.
The current owners purchased their home
at 438 High Street home in 1992. The home was
collapsing on the back side and was almost ready
for the wrecking ball! The owners' commitment,
dedication, and multi-year restoration efforts preserved this one-of-a-kind historic gem.

4017 Grand View
Drlve, Peoria
Built ca. 1910 in
the Tudor revival style by
local architect Frederic J.
Klein as his own residence. This is one of the
very early homes built on
Grand View Drive. Klein
designed some of the
other early homes there
and was also responsible
for the development of
the Hillhaven subdivision
adjoining his home.
Klein
designed
many homes in central
Illinois as well as in Texas, Kansas, Wisconsin, Virginia and Connecticut. He designed many buildings for the Peoria
park system: The pavilions at Trewyn, Grand View Park and lower Glen Oak Park, as well as the Japanese bridge and
Tea House at Bradley Park. He was also noted as a school and theater architect. Schools he designed in Peoria include Peoria High School, Franklin and the old Washington school on Moss Avenue. His theater designs in Peoria
include the Madison and the Apollo. Outside of Peoria, he designed several theaters in Rockford, including the Coronado. He also designed the Barrymore theater in Madison, Wisconsin.
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CENTRAL ILLINOIS LANDMARKS FOUNDATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME _______________________________________ Phone _______________________
ADDRESS _________________________________ CITY _____________ZIP __________
(CHECK ONE)

Member’s Signature

CORINTHIAN—$1000 Individuals, corporations, professionals
IONIC—$500 Individuals and corporations
DORIC—$100 Individuals, non-profits, professionals
JOINT—$50
SINGLE—$30

________________________ Amount $_______Date _____________
Please make checks payable to:
CENTRAL ILLINOIS LANDMARKS FOUNDATION
MAIL TO: P.O. Box 495, Peoria, IL 61651
Note: A number of area employers (including Caterpillar) will match your contribution. Contact your employer for information.
Memberships cover a calendar year. However, dues paid now cover through December 2017.
CILF IS A 501c3 CORPORATION AND ANY DONATION IS DEDUCTIBLE TO THE EXTENT ALLOWED.

