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There are so many categoriesof children who have suffered grievouslyas a result of this
Ebolacrisis¢ my Ministry is highlyconcernedaboutall of them. However,it is clearthat none
havesufferedmore than those who lost parentsand vital caregiversthosethey really relied
on, to thisvirus

It istherefore right that we all do everythingin our power to assistthesechildren Theymust
be protected,empoweredandeducated My Ministryis determinedto seethis happen

To this end | warmly welcome and endorsethis report from Street Childon their findings
arisingfrom their work with Ebolaorphans It is animportant contributionto understanding
the scaleand nature of thisissue | urgeall to readit. Andthen not just to readit but consider
carefully how you can then act, in whatever way is possiblefor you, in support of these
children

| would alsolike to commendour partner, Street Child It is not an easyjob to go to almost
everyhouseholdwhere Ebolahastakenvictimsin the entire country, in both the towns and
remote villagesequally. Thesel 2,000+ childrenare not formedin aneatandeasilyaccessible
queue, they haveto be found and helpedin their disparateown places Street Child have
doneanimpressivgob and on behalfof my Ministry, | would like to thankthem.

Aboveall however,| wishto reiterate the importanceof this issueand usethis momentasan
opportunity to encourageall to come on board and join my Ministry in the vital fight to
ensurethat these childrenwho have suffered so much havethe chanceto live a dignified,
safeandhopefully,one day,prosperouslife.

Thankyou

AlhajiMoijuehKaiKai

Hon. Minister of SocialWelfare, Genderand Children'sAffairs
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The Ebolacrisis has been a horrific experiencefor the entire nation ¢ all SierraLeoneanshave
sufferedin various,and often terrible, ways Arguably however,no survivinggrouphassufferedas
much or been left in sucha precariousposition as those who have lost a parent or caregiverto
Ebola

In the past six months, national authorities and the international aid community in SierraLeone
have had to face challengesunprecedentedsince the days of the civil war. Understandably,
resourcesand manpower have been focused mainly on bringing the Ebolavirus to an end as
quickly as possible Consequently,purely social aid programmes including the provision of
significantassistanceéo Ebolaorphans havein generalnot beenprioritised

At StreetChild,asa specialistchild protection actor with a unique national presence we choseto
make identifying and supporting Ebola orphans our primary responseto the Ebolacrisis In
Septemberwe pledgedsupport for 1,000 orphans by February,our 18 nationwide socialteams
had documented over 12,000 cases We have provided differing levels of humanitarian and
psychosociaupportto closeto 11,000orphansto date.

Thisdocumentrepresentsa distressingdistillation of what we as an agencyhave discoveredand
learned during this time ¢ and what we feel are the priorities that need addressingfor these
children Whatis revealedis the scaleand nature of the crisis over 12,000 childrenhavelost a key
caregiver whom they depended on and are faced with extremely challengingand perilous
circumstances It is also clear that this is not a homogenousgroup and therefore careful
consideratiormustbe givento providingthe right aid for orphansin variedcircumstances

It now appearspossibleto believethat an end to Ebolais near, and that the time for rebuilding,

andin particularhelpingthosewho havelost the most, hascome It is Street/ K A ferRe@tdbelief
that9 0 2 brph@rishouldbe amongsthe first in line for help.

CEQ& Founderof StreetChild
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i. Listof Acronyms

- CSW;, CommerciabexWorker

- CHHc ChildHeadedHousehold

- FTR; FamilyTracingand Reunification

- ICC Interim CareCentre

- MSK MedicineSand-rontier

- MSWGCA Ministry of SociaWelfare,Genderand/ K A f RANKEBsy Q &
- NERG, NationalEbolaRespons€ommittee

- OICQ; Observationalnterim CareCentre

- PS] PsychosocigupportServices

- UNICEE United NationsinternationalChildren'sEmergency-urd

ii. Definitions of Terminology

EbolaOrphan Any child who has lost their primary caregiverto the Ebolavirus Thisincludes
childrenwho lost both parentsto Ebola those who were previouslyin singleparent households
andlost that parentto Ebola those who were orphanedby their biologicalparentsprior to Ebola
and subsequentiylost their non-biologicalcaregiverto Ebola and also caseswhere one parent
waslostto Ebolaanda secondparentmaystill be living but mayor maynot be presentor capable
to carefor the childrenalone

Primarycaregiver Thepersonwho takesprimaryresponsibilityfor aO K A dpBrifging

Support A child is registeredas supportedonce the initial aid packageof humanitariansupplies
hasbeendelivered

StreetChild Anychildwhorelieson the streetaseither their homeor for their livelihood

Child Anypersonbelowthe ageof 18, in accordancewith the UN Conventionon the Rightsof the
Child

ContactChildren A childwho hasbeenin contactwith a knowncaseof Ebola



Total number of orphans losing at least their FINDINGS AT A GLANCE

primary caregiver: Total population: 6,092,000 o:—F=~

Total number that have received support from
Both parents lost to Ebola: Street Child:
m
e — ey, ,
Living in urban areas: Living in rural areas:
Number of orphans
living in a household
of five or more
orphans:
Ebola orphans face: STIGMA, HUNGER AND TRAUMA Average age:
Ebola orphans are at increased risk of: MARGINALISATION, ABUSE AND PREGNANCY years
Ebola orphans urgently need support, including: PSYCHOSOCIAL CARE, old

HUMANITARIAN AID, SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOOD SUPPORT & HELP RETURNING TO SCHOOL -
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The Street Child EbolaOrphanReport of the more than 12,000 orphansidentified by the charity
in SierraLeoneto date was researchedbetween 13" and 27" January2015 A Street Child
researchteam travelledto all 14 districtsin SierraLeone,collectingquantitative data from Street
Child teams and conductinginterviews with Ebolaorphansand their carers Street Child staff
working on the frontline of the Ebolaorphan crisis Ministry of SocialWelfare Gender and
I KAt RANES(IASWGCADfficials and representativesfrom a range of Non-Governmental
OrganisationdNGOs) Thisreport standsout asthe first national undertakingof its kind to be
produced

Theaimsof the projectwereto:

A Demonstratethe scaleand nature of the Ebolaorphancrisis

A Provideaninsightinto the challengesaindrisksfacedby Ebolaorphans

A Bringout the nuancesassociatedwith varioussituationaldifferences

A Inform potential policyand programmedecisionsn relationto supportfor Ebolaorphans

Thescaleof the Ebolaorphansituationin SierraLeoneis of crisisproportions over 12,000 Ebola
orphanshavebeenidentified to date with thousandsmore predicted by StreetChildstaff on the

ground Thechallengesandrisksthat they face- including,poverty, stigma,exploitationand abuse
- threaten the future safety of this already vulnerable group of children Theseare longterm

issueswhich, if not addressedimmediately, could lead to a constant cycle of rehomingand a
dramaticincreasdan the numberof childrenrelyingon the streetfor survival

Theseissuesare not without solutions throughthe identificationof challengesrisksand groupsin
acute need, programmescan, and have,beenset up to proactivelywork towardsthe protection
and empowerment of these children tragically orphaned by this disease

Methodology

The presenteddata was collected over a fourteen day period; Street Child teams from all 14
districts were interviewed about the scaleand nature of the crisis¢ the following districts were
visited by the researchteam to conductinterviewswith Ebolaorphan beneficiaries)ocal officials
from the MSWCGAand aid agenciesincluding World Vision, ChildFund Plan, Action Aid and
Oxfam
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Bo,Bombali,Kailahun Kambia KenemaMoyamba,Port Loko,Tonkolili WesternArea(urbanand
rural). Casestudiesfrom the remainingdistricts Bonthe, Koinadugu,Kono and Pujehunwere
collectedfrom the StreetChildteamsoperatingin thoseareas Interviewsconductedwith officials
and orphan case studies, containing key information about needs and the evolution of their
situations,are availableuponrequest

Theselection of interview candidates ensured that a wide range of children in a variety of
circumstancesvere interviewed in order for the report to represent a large cross section of Ebola
orphans. Orphans were asked about their current situation, the challenges they face, their needs,
and their hopes for the future.

FINDINGS AT A GLANCE
Total population: 6,092,000
Total number of orphans recorded: 12,023

Kambia
301

Port Lokois the epicentreof the
orphan crisis, registering almost
as many casesas the three next
largestdistrictscombined

Western Area Urban
1,069

Kailahun
1,634

Western Area Rural
1,073

Kenema
1,000

Bonthe
11
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About the Report

Street Childis a proud partner of the SierraLeoneanMinistry of SocialWelfare, Genderand

/ KAt RREBs(MBH/GCAand manyother nationaland internationalchild protection agencies

whose work we respect and admire The views and perspectivesof a wide range of child
protection professionalsvere canvassedluring the researchprocess,howeverthe data itself is

drawn purely from Street/ K A bwh@eords ¢ themselvesbasedon months of interactions
between Street Child social workers and Ebolaaffected children This report is Street/ KA f RQ&
contributionto a crisiswhichrequirescoordinatedactionfrom variouspartners

"

ChildProtectionStatement

Thisproject was carriedout in accordancewith the Street Childand Street Childof SierralLeone
child protection policies Permissionfor interviews and photographswas granted by an adult
caregiveror socialworker. For child protection purposesthe namesand locationsof eachchild
were changedwithin the report.

Street/ K A flefnfdidn of W 9 6 @phano

StreetChilddefinesan Ebolaorphanasany childwho haslost their primary caregiverto the Ebola
virus Thisincludeschildrenwho lost both parentsto Ebola those who were previouslyin single
parent householdsand lost that parentto Ebolg those who were orphanedby their biological
parentsprior to Ebolaand subsequentlyjost their non-biologicalcaregiverto Ebolg andalsocases
where one parentwaslost to Ebolaanda secondparentmay still be living but mayor maynot be
presentor capableto carefor the childrenalone

StreetChildrecogniseghat this is not the conventionaluseof the term W 2 N1 JKolwe{€,in this
context, the Street Child definition is justified by the functional impact of losing a primary
caregiverin SierraLeoneduringthe Ebolacrisis Thesechildrenhavelost their caregiverandtheir
breadwinner¢ in effect, their whole world has been turned upside down. In many cases,the
supporta singleparent Ebolaorphanneedsdoesnot differ hugelyfrom that of an orphanwho has
lost both parents, consequently the use of the Street Child definition facilitates those in need
receivingthe aid they deserve If we focus purely on the standard,narrow definition of orphan,
we riskfailingto capturethe scaleof the real crisis
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StreetChild and the Ebola Orphan Crisis

Street Child has been operating in SierraLeonesince 2008 with over 600 staff and trainees
teachersspreadacrossevery major town and many rural areasin the country. Street Childhas
provided accessto education for more than 20,000 children during that time, through the
provision of psychosocialsupport, family tracing and reunification, provision of sustainable
businesssupport and the creation of basiceducationalinfrastructureto, and for, thousandsof
former street children and their families As a specialistchild protection actor with a unique
national presence,Street Child choseto make identifying and supporting Ebola orphans our
primary responseto the Ebolacrisis

SinceAugust2014 StreetChildhasradicallyscaledup its supportfor vulnerablechildrenorphaned
by Ebola,andto date hasidentified over 12,000 orphansand providedsupportto closeto 11,000.
Initial identification is carried out by liaising with Commandand Control centres, receiving
referrals from hospitals, treatment centres and local community members and visiting Ebola
hotspots

Identificationis followed by a needsassessmentto date, everyorphansupportedby StreetChild
hasreceivedthe following

Regularvisits from a socialworker (typically twice a weekin urban and easyto accessareas,
lessfrequentin moreremote areas);

A one-off food supplyto the householdtypically lasting 2-4 weeks

Clothes beddingand sometimestoys have also beendistributed on a needsbasiswhen funds
are available;

A small number of householdshave also receivedadditional food distributions and business
grants.

Thefindingsof this report are intendedto displaythe gapbetweenthe needsof someof9 60 2 f | Q&
mostvulnerablevictimsg the orphansg andthe serviceghat are, at the time of writing, available

to supportthem. Although Street Child hasidentified more than 12,000 childrenwho havelost

their primary caregiverto Ebola,and succeededin providing emergencysupport to close to

11,000 of them, these emergencyaid distributions alone are comparativelytoken comparedto

the interventionsrequiredto provideahopeor afuture to thesechildren

Whilst Street/ K A SoRi&@\sits are frequent and on-going, the emergencyfood distribution
that StreetChildprovidesis normallyonly sufficientfor amonth, and StreetChildhasbeenunable
to distribute evenclothesand beddingto all those who needit. A strategymust be developedto

ensurethat the childrenreceivethe ongoingsupport and sustainablefutures that they deserve
StreetChildhasa desireto seesucha strategyimplemented,and is well positionedto deliverit,

but presentlylacksthe fundingresourceso makethis desireareality on the scaleneeded
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Street Child and the Ebola Orphan Crisis

Thedemandsof the Ebolacrisishavetestedthe capacityof everyorganisationoperatingin Sierra
Leone Many have steppedup admirably,taking on challengegreviouslyunimagined However,
despite the efforts of these organisationsiit is no surprisethat servicegapsexist Street Child
believesthat the support of orphanedchildrenis one suchgap Thefindingsof this report are
intendedto be constructive,not critical Theyare merelythe factsthat we havegatheredduring
the courseof our mission,aimed to implore others to considerthese needswhen designing
fundingpriorities.

Street Child remainsready to collaboratewith any organisationthat would like to join forces
in tacklingthis problem We hopethat the datawe havecollectedand lessondearnt to date can
serveto assistothersin planningtheir own responseslt is clearthat the needsof the children
who have been orphaned by Ebola are staggering,and will persist unless further targeted
interventiontakesplace
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EBOLAIN SIERRALEONE20142015

The Ebolaoutbreak in SierraLeonebeganin May 2014 and has affected every district of the
country. A national state of emergencywas declaredby his ExcellencyPresidentDr ErnestBai
Koromaon 31t July2014 the closureof all schoolsand the quarantineof affected communities
were amongstthe measuresut in placeto stop the spreadof the deadlyvirus Accordingto the
World HealthOrganisatio13/ 02/ 15), atotal of 10,954 clinicalcasesof Ebolahavebeenrecorded
(8,138 confirmed) with a total of 3,350 deathsin SierraLeone* Transmissions currently most
prevalentin the west of the country includingin the capital Freetown, Port Loko district and
Kambiadistrict.

¥ GAYERNMENT SECONDAR |
Wl SCHOOL

REPORTFINDINGS
Challenges

The major challenges faced by Ebola
orphans in Sierra Leone are stigma,
trauma, malnutrition and lack of accesgo

education Usman Kanu (16) from Tonkolili lost his

father to the Ebolavirus he liveswith his
Stigma Ebolaorphansface isolation and mother Fatmatuand three siblings When
rejection from their communities across Ebola came to | f Xafdly his friends
SierraLeone Theissuehassoftenedsince would no longer associatewith him and

the start of the crisis,as knowledgeabout the community rejected them.
Ebolahas increased,however it remains
significant Stigmais highestin the north
of the country, which experiencedcases
later in the crisis, particularly in districts

where contagionis still high, suchas Port of the local secondaryschool, are now

Loka Stigmacomplicatesthe processof : : :
rehoming Ebola orphans and has an ggﬁdrehant upon aid provided by Street

emotionaltoll on the orphansthemselves
Orphanswhose parents were the first to
contract Ebolain a community have been «CDOW9 6 2 f | ih dzii 6 NE
particularlystigmatised West! F NA O/ d1&/®/15 2 dzy §

Thankfully Ali
survived, but this formerly financially
stable family, whose father was principal

Trauma Traumais a major issue amongstEbolaorphansin all districts affected by grief and
uncertainty,socialworkersreport that orphanshavea tendencyto isolatethemselvesmanyhave
nightmaresaboutthe deathsof their parentsandarelivingin constantfear of what the future will
hold.
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Aminata Sesay(17) from WesternArealost both parentsandis now the soleprimarycarerfor her
two youngerbrothers aged 12 and 4. Aminatadoesnot leave her house shedoesnot seethe
friends sheusedto play with and she saysthat her new responsibilitiesveigh heavilyon her.

Aminatasaysthat shehasnobodyto turn to apartfrom StreetChildsocialworkerswhen shefeels
scared

Trauma Traumais a major issue amongstEbolaorphansin all districts affected by grief and
uncertainty,socialworkersreport that orphanshavea tendencyto isolatethemselves manyhave
nightmaresaboutthe deathsof their parentsandare livingin constantfear of what the future will
hold.

Poverty and malnutrition: The majority of Ebolaorphansare currently reliant on food aid for
survival out of the 12,023 identified in this study, Street Child has supplied emergencyfood
supportto 10,944 of them, however, some have already finished this aid and are in need of
further support,while still othersare yet to receiveemergencysupportof anykind. Themajority
of orphansand their families receivedfood support during their quarantine period, but have
receivednothingsince Thelossof a primarybreadwinnerbringspovertyto afamily and canresult
in malnutrition, especiallyunder the economicrestrictions during the Ebolacrisis when it is
difficult for a caregiverto begina new businesor find work.

Accesso education Familiesmany of whom are impoverished,who take in orphansare faced
with the added challengeof havingextra mouths to feed. Socialworkers are in no doubt that
Ebolaorphanswill struggleto return to educationbecausefamilieswill struggleto afford school
feesor will rely on childrento bringin moneyto supportthe family. Street Childteamsfear that
without intervention, there will be a constantcycleof rehomingascaregiverseither do not have
the meansor are unwillingto providelongterm supportto orphans

TheContehfamily from Lunsar lost their father and are now headedby their mother Tenneh the six
children,lbrahim(8), Alie (7), Usman(6), Kelfa(6), Moses(4) andlshaka(4) are previousbeneficiaries
of StreetChildandwere takenfrom the streetsand placedinto education

Theolder childrencry whentheir mother sendsthem out, they
do not like the market and wish to have their old lives back, but these meansare necessaryfor
survival Aminatawantsto continueto sendher childrento schoolbut saysshe doesnot havethe
money for all of them ¢ the oneswho go to the market must continue to help her earn moneyto
supporttheir siblings
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REPORTFINDINGS Fatmata (16), from Kenema, lost her
Risks mother to Ebola and her father many
yearsaga After the death of her mother
she was living with her stepmother, her
Therisksfor orphansare severe orphansare older brother and hiswife, but somethree
at risk of marginalisation,abuse (including months ago she left the home and has
being forced into early marriage or hard beensleepingat ¥ N&A $hgused deprived
labour),teenagepregnancyand enteringinto of food. Fatmatahas been
commerciakexwork (CSW) by her stepmother, resulting in her food
supply being cut, and was subjected to
Marginalisation The risk of marginalisation bullyingby her sisterin law, forcing her to
is greatest for orphans who have been leave the house Fatmata is at risk of
rehomedeither with a foster careror a non- exploitation and abuseif she staysout of

immediate family member. The new carer the familyhome.
may be inclinedto prioritise supportfor their
biological children In households where
there are limited resources,children could

missout on food andwill struggleto return
to education Evenin familieswho haveonly lost one caregiverthere is still a riskthat a mother or

father couldremarryandthe orphanswill be marginalisedn favourof new children

Abuse, teenage pregnancyand sexual exploitation: Orphanswho have been rehomed or left
without a primary caregiverfaceincreasedrisk of abusessuchaschild labour, sexualexploitation
and early marriage,and a high risk of teenagepregnancy all as a result of lossof securityand
guidance Many of these pursuitswill resultin childrenneverreturningto school Femalesacting
ascaregiversre alsoat risk of sexualexploitationif they are strugglingio feed their family.

Martha Sesay(17) from KenemaJost her mother andfatherto Ebolaand
was left asthe primary caregiver,along with her twin brother George
(17), to their two siblingsFoday(14) and Saidu(11), though Foday who
initially survived Ebola,subsequentlypassedaway. During the 21 days
guarantine period,

. Martha

is extremely traumatised by the incident Martha and her family are
extremelyvulnerable Apartfrom recentsupportprovidedby StreetChild,
it is very strikingthat sucha vulnerablechild-headedfamily, livingnot in a
rural location but in the secondtown of SierraLeone,have receivedno
externalassistance- it showsthe real limit of the Ebolaorphanresponse
to date.
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MARI ATUGS ST
PREGNANCY HUNGER

Mariatu (16) from Bo lost her father to Ebola,now, every day she joins her mother and eight
youngersiblingsto work in the quarry, mining stone to sell and feed themselves Sellingis not
alwayspossiblethough ¢ whenwe met Mariatu, the StreetChildaid packagehad run out and she
hadnot eatenin four days

Fourmonthsago,Mariatu wastemporarily headof her householdwhile both her parentswere in
Ebolatreatment units (her mother survived, her father passedaway) During this time she
resortedto sleepingwith a neighbourin exchangefor food to feed her youngersiblings Sheis
now pregnantand the father is no longeraround Mariatu told us that sheis worried about the
future for her child and for herself she wondershow she will be able to take care of the child
when she haslittle or no accesg¢o medicalcare and is uncertainasto where the next meal will
comefrom.



THE STREET CHILD EBOLA ORPHAN REPORT
January 6 February 2015

ACUTERISKGROUPS

The scaleof the challengeand level of risk can be dependenton severalvariables,suchas the
nature of the loss,location,age,numberof orphansper householdand effectsof the virus

ChildHeadedHouseholds In a minority of casesvhere a suitableadult caregivercannot be found,
orphanedchildrenmay be besttaken care of by their older teen-agedsiblings Thesechildrenand
householdscontinue to need ongoing support, monitoring, and attempts to find suitable adult
caregivers Theseorphansare the most at risk from trauma, poverty and exploitationasthey lack
parental support and have an added burden of responsibility Child carersare the least likely to
return to school Thenumbersof identified childrenactingas head of householdis 102 (Male: 47
Female55).

Nature of Loss Orphanswho havelost both parents (3,241) are at greaterrisk of marginalisation
and exploitationin a new home. Rehomingorphanswith a relative offers the safestenvironment
In somecase<childrenwere reliant on their father, however,in the majority of caseshe motheris
integralboth for financialsupportand domesticsupport¢ for manyorphansthis makesthe lossof
amother particularlydifficult.

RamatuJaward(35) from Kambiaost her husbandand mother and
is a survivor of Ebolag her story illustrates the

REINEUTIES
two of her own childrenplusherY 2 i K rid&pgphanedchildren,
Abu Kamara(6), Med (2) and Mohammed (1). Ramaty like many

survivors has acute pain that often keeps her bed ridden, this
inhibitsher ability to carefor and providefor her enlargedfamily.

To make matters worse all those who usedto help her are now dead Longterm, Ramatu
wants a businesggrant to start a businessas a trader ¢ sheis luckythat her villageis large
enoughto supportsucha businessasmanyrural villagesare not.

D:

Rural vs Urban Rural orphans(57% of those identified) are often lessable to receiveregular
psychosociadnd monitoring supportbecauseof the difficultiesin reachingtheir remote locations
On average, Street Child teams visit rural orphans half as often as their urban counterparts,
leavingthem at a higher risk of trauma and abuse Furthermore,many rural communitiesthat
underwent quarantine have lost substantialportions of this & S | h&iRest,leavingorphansat a
highrisk of malnutrition and possiblestarvation Femaleorphanshavea greaterexposureto early
marriagein the rural settingwhereit isanacceptedcustomafter the lossof a primary caregiver



