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Preschool Speech and Language 
Red Flags 

 
The red flags listed below are indicators that your child might need additional support with his/her speech 
and language development. If your child meets one or more of the criteria, consider checking in with your 
pediatrician or scheduling a consultation with a speech-language pathologist. In addition to red flags, 
consider family history, overall development, and whether or not the criteria impact your child’s daily life. 
Remember, every child is different and it is important to follow your instincts as well as advice from 
professionals.  
 
Anytime during 2-5 years: 
Appears to have difficulty hearing sounds/words 
Does not use gestures or readily learn novel sounds/words 
Does not say words independently (only imitates words) 
Does not interact socially in reciprocal interactions (with children and/or adults) 
Consistently uses a voice that is hoarse, breathy, or nasal  
Saying sounds or words appears very effortful  
Has difficulty with chewing or swallowing / excessive drooling 
Consistently avoids eye contact 
 
By Age 2: 
Uses gestures more often than words to communicate 
Does not independently combine words into 2-word phrases  
Familiar family members have a difficult time understanding what the child is saying 
Has difficulty following simple commands (e.g. “Come to Dad” or “Give me the spoon”) 
Does not point to or identify items in the environment when asked  
Does not use words for a variety of social purposes (request, label, question, protest, etc.) 
 
By Age 3: 
Does not independently combine 3-4 words into sentences  
Does not answer simple questions (e.g. “Who is it?” / “Where are your shoes?” / Yes/No questions)  
Most people (familiar and unfamiliar) have difficulty understanding your child 
Consistently leaves off the first and/or last sounds in words (-at for cat or fee- for feet) 
Produces frequent errors in vowel sounds 
Has stuttered for more than 6 months  
 
By 4-5 years: 
Does not independently use 4-5 word, complex sentences 
Peers and adults do not consistently understand your child’s speech 
Has difficulty using correct grammar and pronoun usage most of the time 
Does not ask and answer wh-questions (who, what, when, where, why) 
Does not tell simple stories about recent events 


