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DeAR Friends,
This is my favorite time of the year because I’m 
able to stop and reflect upon all the wonderful 
things you’ve helped us accomplish and what 
we’re capable of doing together. And looking 
back at 2018, we have so much to celebrate.

Last spring’s Puccini Festival at The Grand was our biggest and best 
yet, receiving critical acclaim and attracting patrons from near and far. 
(Over 20% of our ticket revenue came from patrons who reside outside 
a 30-mile radius of Wilmington. In fact, I’m delighted to report that we 
sold over 500 tickets to NEW patrons this past fiscal year.) Our newly-
launched Opera Uncorked series enjoyed many sold-out shows, and the 
concert performance of Werther with the Wilmington Children’s Chorus 
was a highlight of a busy and wonderful season. Plus, our Education and 
Outreach initiatives yielded over 8,000 amazing interactions with students 
and community members. 

The financial picture at OperaDelaware also continues to improve. Thanks 
to your generosity, we ended another year in the black with a small 
surplus. Our Riverfront Studios continue to transform, thanks in part to 
large grants from Crystal Trust and Philadelphia’s Presser Foundation. 
We’ve begun a major renovation of the Black Box Theater and recently 
replaced our entire HVAC system thanks to a substantial energy efficiency 
grant from the state of Delaware. 

Finally, we can’t think of a better way to close out the year than 
November’s national radio broadcast of 2017’s Festival production of 
Semiramide, part of Chicago’s WFMT Radio Network Opera Series. 
Over 700,000 households across the US tuned in to hear the magic of 
Rossini recorded in our gem of an opera house—a proud moment for 
OperaDelaware and Wilmington.

Thank you for spreading the word about OperaDelaware, and please 
continue to tell your friends. They won’t want to miss the 2019 Festival 
featuring Jake Heggie’s Dead Man Walking and a double-bill of Derrick 
Wang’s Scalia/Ginsburg and Gilbert and Sullivan’s Trial by Jury. These are 
topical, relevant, and accessible works—perfect to introduce someone 
new to the power and beauty of opera. We are pointed in a great direction 
as we prepare for our 75th anniversary in 2020. There’s no better time to 
share what you already know: OperaDelaware is a revelation… come revel 
with us!

Thanks for all that you do,

 
Brendan Cooke, General Director

ADviSoRy boARD*

Betty Garrett, Harry Glaze, Robert Grenfell,  

Robert Moyer, Jenness Parker

*Term of service began September 1, 2018

STAff

Brendan Cooke, General Director 

Brenton O’Hara, Operations Manager  

Ryan MacPherson, Development Associate 

Mary Wilcosky, Events Manager 

Angie Maximo Harvey, Operations & Marketing Support 

Anthony Barrese, Music Director

Kim Doucette, Director of Education

Aurelien Eulert, Chorus Master and Principal Pianist

“ OperaDelaware again used 
its resources — and those 
of its singers and creative 
team — to maximum 
artistic effect.”  
The Broad Street Review

Jerry Bilton 

Roberts W. Brokaw, III 

Marilyn Bromels 

Francesca DiGuglielmo 

Sharon Gaudino 

Peter D. Gordon 

Michael J. Hoffman* 

Neal Howard 

Chad E. G. Kifer 

Samuel L. Moultrie 

Samuel A. Nolen 

Anne North Reed* 

John E. Roberts* 

Evelyn L. Williams

boARD
E. Andrew DiSabatino, Jr. (President) 

Cynthia du Pont Tobias (Vice President) 

Carole D. Pitcher (Treasurer) 

Nina Worthington (Secretary)

(Underwritten in part through a generous donation  
by the AWARE Foundation, in memory of   

Margery Hamilton Hill Bauer.)



“ This programming deserves 
praise for its cleverness 
and appropriateness. 
OperaDelaware is on a 
laudable course. What’s  
more, its productions are 
musically accomplished.” 

Steve Cohen, 
The Culture Critic

“... fine singing, a 
polished orchestra, 
and lively staging.”

Gail Obenreder, 
Broad Street 

Review

studiohighlightsFestivalhighlights

SUOR ANGELICA/IL TABARRO

2018 Festival photos by Joe del Tufo, Moonloop Photography

GIANNI SCHICCHI/BUOSO’S GHOST

A FLIGHT OF PUCCINI

Vocalists, orchestra  
& Production team  
members emPloyed545

Werther in Concert 

Opera Uncorked  
with Swigg: 

Arias, Ambers & IPAs

Cabernets & Cabalettas



education

student 
interactions

Financial statement*

pRogRAmming/ 
mARkeTing   
$783,749

ADminiSTRATive SAlARieS/
benefiTS   
$187,639

oTheR office &  
ADminiSTRATive expenSeS 
$114,245

inSuRAnce / DepReciATion /  
inTeReST expenSeS  
$149,985

fAciliTy expenSeS  
$69,443

expenSeS

$1,305,061

Revenue

$1,321,173

in our FACILITES

thanks to generous  
capital funding, we’ve 
begun renovations on  
our black box theater.

over 14,000 
served through  
performances,  
education, and  

outreach.

Warner  
Arts 
Alliance

Neighborhood  
Choir Program

thank you to 
our education  
Partners: 
Bank of America, DuPont, NextGen North 
(Delaware Community Foundation), PNC 
Foundation, and The Presser Foundation

*Amounts reflect preliminary unaudited 
financials. 41.7% of staff salaries are are 

allocated toward programming, as well as 
marketing expenses and in kind services.

6,679

thank you, 2018 housinG hosts!
These individuals generated over $91,000 in financial  
impact by opening their homes to our artists.

Sandy Chack, Natalie and Paul Crawford, Carol and Dimitri Dandalos, Aurelien and 
Kelsey Eulert, John Fontana and Jen Klafehn, Sharon and Steve Gaudino, Karen 
Marshall, Pettinaro, Anne and John Reed, Kristine and Barry Stott, Cindy and Terry 
Tobias, Donna and Jeff Turi, Anne Turner, Wayne Wilson, and Wilmington University

Special thanks to our housing coordinator, Kristine Stott,
for organizing these efforts.

28%

Revenue

23%

10%

12%

15%

19%

21%

inDiviDuAl conTRibuTionS 
$304,856

goveRnmenT SuppoRT 
$137,979

coRpoRATe & founDATion 
SponSoRS 
$157,997 

founDATion (cApiTAl)  
$200,000

in-kinD SuppoRT  
$250,000

box office, fAciliTy 
RenTAlS, oTheR 
$270,341

28%

Expenses

5%

60%

9%

14%

12%



Gifts of support for  
Fiscal Year 2018

THE IMPRESARIO CIRCLE

benefAcToR 
($20,000+)

Anonymous

The Crystal Trust *

Delaware Division of the Arts *

The Presser Foundation *

Cynthia and Terrence Tobias ◊

pRoDuceR 
($10,000 - $19,999)

Maurice Amado Foundation *

The Aware Foundation *

Chichester duPont Foundation Inc *

Drs. Costel and Carol Denson ◊

Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Moyer ◊ 

The National Endowment  
for the Arts *

Louis L. Stott Foundation *

Fredrick C. and Helen Zumsteg

co-pRoDuceR 
$6,000 - $9,999)

Mr. & Mrs. Roberts W. Brokaw III ◊

DiRecToR 
($3,500 - $5,999)

Bonny Anderson 

Jerry and Michel Bilton ◊

Marilyn H. Bromels ◊

Cathy and Andy DiSabatino ◊

The DuPont Foundation *

Veronica and Raymond Eid

Harry and Lynn Glaze

PNC Foundation (PNC Bank) *

Evelyn L. Williams ◊

Nina Worthington

Richard A. Yates

THE CAMERATA CIRCLE

compoSeR  
($1,500 - $3,499)

Anonymous

Christa Andersen

Mrs. Robert S. Appleby

Aldos and Susan Barefoot

Evan Bush ◊

Delaware Chamber Music Festival *

George and Laurel Christie

Dr. Robert Collat

Marcia B. Cooke

Grace duPont Engbring

Robert and Marian Flores

FMC Corporation *

Peter and Catherine Gordon ◊

Robert and MaryAnne Grenfell

Michael Hoffman

Jim McClelland

Samuel A. and Gail M. Nolen

Carole Pitcher

Dr. Virginia T. Pond

John & Debra Roberts

Zora R. Stevens

Alice Vandever

Anne D. Wattman

SuSTAineR 
($750 - $1,499)

Anonymous (2)

Michael L. Hershey

George Christensen

Francesca and James DiGuglielmo

Dr. Lanny & Micki Edelsohn

Jean W. Faddis

The Kenny Family Foundation *

Shannon and Paul Fioravanti ◊

Thomas A. Ford

Betty B. Garrett

Sharon and Steve Gaudino

Karl and Shirley Grieshaber

Mr. and Mrs. Neal J. Howard ◊

Chad and Stephanie Kifer

Eric W. Kjellmark, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Stuart Knapp

George W. Martin

Virginia S. Mayforth

Lorraine S. Przywara and  
Dick D. Baumbarger

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander M. Roe

Janet F. Smith

Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield *

Evelyn Swensson

Curtis and Kathy Tompkins

Rodelle and Stanley Weintraub

Dennis E. Williams

DonoR 
($350 - $749)

Anonymous

Karen Ahramjian

Jay and Patricia Anderson

Gregory and Sally Barclay

Josephine M. Betz

Reita D. Bewley

Richard and Barbara Cooch

Paul and Natalie Crawford

The Honorable Barbara D. Crowell

Ed Dean

Mrs. William H. Frederick, Jr.

Ralph and Gwen Fuller

Swigg, Real Wine, Craft Beer 
 and Spirits *

Ruth Gross and Hans Kellner

Carla and Walter Grot

Jim and Kathleen Hawkins

Jonnie and Jim Holzman

Alan and Joan Irwin

Nancy H. James

Francisca V. Kan

Lynne and Ted Kaufman

Dr. Lazarus and Helen Kirifides

Tina and Harvey Maclary

Victoria and Anthony Marino

Sylvia Massa

Trevor and Kate McNeilly

Dr. Elinor Miller

Joan and Dave Neikirk

Barbara Noseworthy

Richard and Marie Nye

Brian and Linda O’Connor

Walt Osborne and Walt Graham

Alan Palmer

Andrew Pappas and Richard Kitson

Zoé Pappas

Richard and Eunice Pryor

Mrs. Marion A. Simeral

donors & sponsors



Robert and Judith Stoddard

Barbara R. Trent

Anne Zwick Turner

John and Margaret Vidumsky

Mary Jo Wagandt

Peter Wender

Gary and Sarah Willoughby

pATRon 
($125 - $349)

Anonymous (7)

Sandra and Eugene Anderson

Kathryn M. Andrews

Zeke Barbour

Jean A. Bauer

Paul and Mary Beckman

Charles T. Brodigan

Adrian and Debbie Burston

David and Heather Cadogan

Daniel P. Cannizzo

Maria and Constantine Caras

Robert and Sheila Cassels

Andrew Cassey

Bob Parker and Marianne Caven

Paul and Suzanne Cline

Jeff and Holly Clouser

Bob and Penny Davies

Mary Wolcott Davis

Paul Desmond

David Devan

David and Christina DeVoll

Paul A. Dunphy

Philip and Nancy Ebert

Nancy Goyne Evans

Joseph Francis and Gale Rutan

Phil and Joan Fredricks

Glenmede Trust Company *

Priscilla Goldsmith

John Greer

Cathy and Jerry Habegger

Miriam Hatch

Linda Heckert

Sarah and Peter Hillyer

George E. Hooper III

Katherine and David Hoopes

Robert and Suzanne Jackson

Patricia and Jonathan Jeffery

Alan and Karen Jordan

Jeffrey R. Jowett

Berta Borgenicht Kerr

Bill and Hazel Kirk

Vicky Kleinman

David and Beth Laucius

Meryl and Gary Littman

Kevin and Susan Loney

Mrs. Robert S. Lovett II

Virginia Sue Lunger

Christina and Brian MacMillan

Ryan MacPherson and  
Sharin Apostolou

Tom McCarthy

Tom and Eileen Meyers

Sandra Seaton Michel

Benjamin F. Minick

Bruce and Elizabeth Monroe

Morgan Stanley

Richard Morgante and  
Edward McHale

Burnaby Munson

Friends of OperaDelaware

gifts given in memory or in honor of a loved one will  
be recognized as such in our festival program.

This list reflects support during OPERADelAWARe’S  
2018 Fiscal Year, September 1, 2017 - August 31, 2018. 

omissions or corrections can be brought to the attention  
of Ryan macpherson at rmacpherson@operade.org  

or (302) 442-7806.

John A. Quintus

Linnea Raffaele

Anne C. Reese and Anne C. Carlton

Mr. and Mrs. Walter S. Rowland

Ernest F. Ruppe

W. Brad Schlegel

Karol Schmiegel

Charles P. Schutt, Jr.

Joan Sciorra

Renée and Leo Sears

John and Susan Stafford

Janice and Matthew Sullivan

Jack Swanson

Judy and Greg Tigani

Jameson and Meredith Tweedie

Michael Vest and  
Marianne San Antonio

Dr. Bonnie Walker

Mary Wilcosky

Wayne Wilson

Sarah B. Wolff

Beverly S. Wright

Patricia Zaharko

* Corporate, Foundation and 
Government Partners

◊ Indicates special gifts  
and/or multi-year pledge fulfillment

 Artist Sponsor
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