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Created by local residents and the state legislature in September 1951, the High Plains Underground
Water Conservation District No. 1 marked its 62nd year of operation in 2013.

The High Plains Water District strives to conserve, preserve, and protect the groundwater resources of
the Ogallala and Dockum Aquifers within its 16-county service area.

The High Plains Underground Water Conservation District No. 1 consists of all of Bailey, Cochran, Hale,
Lamb, Lubbock, Lynn, Parmer, and Swisher Counties, and parts of Armstrong, Castro, Crosby, Deaf
Smith, Floyd, Hockley, Potter, and Randall Counties. The district’s service area is approximately 11,850
square miles.

The purpose of the High Plains Water District, as required by Chapter 36 of the Texas Water Code, is to
provide for conserving, preserving, protecting, recharging, and preventing the waste of underground
water.

Since 1951, the Water District has developed a management philosophy and resulting management
strategies.

During 2013, staff continued work on the programs outlined in the High Plains Water District’s 10-year
management plan, which was originally adopted by the Board of Directors on August 11, 1998. The
management plan was amended and re-adopted on Jan. 29, 2004, Feb. 18, 2010, and July 19, 2011.

This document contains management goals, performance standards, and responses to the
performance standards for fiscal year 2013.

The High Plains Water District expresses its appreciation to the respective group supervisors for their
careful documentation of program data and their assistance in compiling this annual report.

This annual report was reviewed and adopted by the High Plains Underground Water Conservation
District No. 1 Board of Directors at their June 10, 2014 regular meeting.
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GOAL ONE:

Maintain hydrologic data collection programs necessary to make informed
decisions for the effective and efficient management and conservation of
groundwater resgurces.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE 1.1 — Monitor Water Levels

Estimate the volume of available groundwater by maintaining an observation
well network of approximately one well per nine square miles, or approximately
1,300 wells within the district. This water level observation network was
established several decades ago in order to allow the district to monitor trends
and changes in water leveis in wells in the Ogallala Aquifer within the district’s
service area.

Data from the observation well network is used:

e to analyze historic and current trends in water level declines—including
the volume of water remaining in the Ogallala Aquifer within the district;

e to quantify annual depletion values for individual producers;

e bythe U.S. Internal Revenue Service to establish annual depreciation
amounts for individual properties resulting from use of groundwater
resources;

e and by the district’s Board of Directors as it contemplates policy decisions
regarding desired future conditions and resulting revisions to
management plans and rules.

Performance Standards

1.1a The depth-to-water below land surface was measured in 1,355 privately-
owned water wells in the district’s observation well network.

1.1b Approximately 57 new observation wells were added to the district’s
network in 2013 for use in the 2014 Winter Water Level measurements.

1.1c  Current water level measurements were compared to previous
measurements. Calculations were made to determine the rise/decline in
each well for the past year, the past five years, and past 10 years.

The results of the annual Winter Water Level measurements were
published in the May 2013 issue of The Cross Section. The average
annual change for the one-year period {2012-2013) was -1.87 feet; the
average annual change for the five-year period (2008-2013} was -1.40
feet; and the average annual change for the 10-year period (2003-2013)
was -0.89 of a foot.






GOALTWO:

Promote the most efficient use of groundwater.

The district maintains a qualified staff to assist water users in protecting,
preserving, and conserving groundwater resources. The Board of Directors has
in the past and continues today to base its decisions on the best data available to
treat all water users as equitably as possible. The Board of Directors determines
the programs and activities that it will undertake to provide the best passible
water conservation and management services to the area. District rules are
enforced to protect the quantity and quality of the groundwater and to prevent
the waste of the resource.

MANAGEMENT OBIJECTIVE 2.1 — Issue well permits

The district will issue water well permits for all non-exempt water wells in
accordance with its rules. {See Texas Water Code 36.117 for definition of exempt
wells.)

Performance Standards

2.1a At each regularly-scheduled board meeting, staff will report the number
of new permit applications received by county that are being
recommended for approval—as well as any requests for exception to
district rules.

e This is an agenda item at each regular monthly Board of Directors
meeting.

e Asummary of permitting activity by county and by aquifer will be
included in the annual report (See below).

e Atotal of 1,219 water well permit applications were received at the
district headquarters in 2013.

e The total applications by county for the Dockum (“Santa Rosa”) Aquifer in
2013 were:

o Deaf Smith
o Randall
TOTAL

5 |
(= L= )]






GOAL THREE: Control and prevent the waste of groundwater

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE 3.1 — Maintain an agricultural irrigation tailwater
abatement program.

Preventing the waste of groundwater is one of the basic activities that the
district has engaged in since its inception. This effort to reduce water waste
includes agricultural; industrial, commercial, and institutional (ICl}; and municipal
settings.

The district monitors agricultural practices to prevent and terminate the waste of
groundwater resulting from the release or loss of irrigation water {“tailwater”)
during the irrigation season. Loss of irrigation water from a field is a violation of
both state law and HPWD rules.

District rules, taken from Texas Water Code Chapter 36.001(a}(8)(F)}, defines
water waste as it relates to irrigation tailwater as “ willfully or negligently
causing, suffering, or permitting groundwater to escape into any river, creek,
natural watercourse, depression, lake, reservoir, drain, sewer, street, highway,
road, or road ditch or onto any land other than that of the owner of the well; or
groundwater pumped for irrigation that escapes as irrigation tailwater onto land
other than that of the owner of the well unless permission has been granted by
the occupant of the land receiving the discharge.” If such an agreement is made,
the water must move directly onto the neighbor’s property without crossing
property belonging to anyone else or public property.

Performance Standards
3.1a Approximately seven irrigation tailwater complaints were documented

with written reports and photographs within three days of receipt of
complaints in 2013.

e Lubbock 6
e Lynn 1
TOTAL 7

3.1b  Within seven days of the complaint, owners and/or operators of water
wells were notified by the district that irrigation tailwater has occurred
and that they are responsible for the violation.



3.1c  Approximately four “first notice” letters of water waste were mailed in
2013. No “second notice” letters were mailed, no letters from attorney
were mailed, no lawsuits/injunctions were filed, and no written plans
were submitted. All cases were resolved after initial visit and no other
violations were found following field check by HPWD personnel.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE 3.2 — Promote efficient agricultural irrigation
technologies.

Most agricultural producers in the district are making diligent efforts to conserve
water—especially during the continuing 2013 drought. They are working to
maximize the benefits of little, if any, precipitation received as well as
maximizing their irrigation application efficiencies. Most irrigation systems in
the Southern High Plains are used only to supplement precipitation—and they
cannot provide total crop water demand.

Performance Standards

3.2a The district did not conduct a center pivot inventory in 2013. Starting in
2012 and continuing every five years thereafter, the district is required to
inventory and document the number of center pivot systems in operation
and report itin the annual report.

3.2b In accordance with Objective 3.34, six articles relating to irrigation
application efficiencies were published in the district newsletter in 2013.
(The performance standard of six articles per year is based on the sum of
articles addressing agricultural water conservation and municipal water
conservation strategies)

¢ “Dry soil conditions persist throughout HPWD service area.”

e “Texans encouraged to reduce water use.”

e “9ways to waste water with a sprinkler system and what to do about them.”
o “HPWD offers easy tips to conserve water at home.”

e “Adjust automatic sprinkler controllers for cooler weather.”

“High Plains Irrigation Conference: Irrigation Efficiency Essential.”

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE 3.3 — Address urban water waste

Drought conditions and increasing population have an impact upon the region’s
limited surface and groundwater supplies. It is important for area residents to
use water wisely—without waste—in order to preserve its quality and quantity.



The district offers a wide range of technical and educational materials to assist
and support towns and cities in this effort.

Performance Standards

3.3a In combination with Objective 3.2b, six articles discussing municipal
water conservation were published in the district newsletter in 2013.
(The performance standard of six articles per year is based on the sum of
articles addressing agricultural water conservation and municipal water
conservation strategies.)

Urban water conservation articles published in The Cross Section

“Drought restrictive water schedules don’t equate to dead lawns.”

“Don’t throw in the trowel and divorce your landscape.”

“Texans encouraged to reduce water use.”

“9 ways to waste water with a sprinkler system and what to do about them.”
“HPWD offers easy tips to conserve water at home.”

“Adjust automatic sprinkler controllers for cooler weather.”



GOAL FOUR: Control and prevent subsidence.

Due to the unconfined nature of the Ogallala Aquifer on the Southern High Plains
of Texas, problems resuiting from water level declines causing subsidence are
not technically feasible.

Furthermore, subsidence resulting from the dissolution of evaporate deposits
underlying the Ogallala Aquifer within the district have not been documented
within the historic period—nor are they anticipated.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE 4.1 — Control and prevent subsidence.

Based on these geologic and hydrogeologic characteristics of the Southern High
Plains, the HPWD Board of Directors has determined that this goal is not
applicable to the district.

Performance Standard

4.1 No performance standard was adopted as the HPWD Board of Directors
has determined this goal is not applicable to the district.



GOAL FIVE: Address conjunctive surface water management issues.

Surface water resources play an important role in meeting municipal and
industrial water demands within the district. The district coordinates with the
surface water management agencies within the region by serving as a member
of the Llano Estacado Regional Water Planning Group (“Region O”). The district
also supports municipal water conservation programs throughout the region.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVE 5.1 —- Ensure cooperation with surface water
management agencies,

The general manager, or designee, will represent groundwater management
interests of the district by attending at least 75 percent of the meetings and
events of the Llano Estacado Regional Water Planning Group. This participation
ensures coardination with surface water management authorities which are also
participating in the regional water planning process.

Performance Standard

5.1 The general manager, or designee, updated the HPWD Board of Directors
about significant actions of the Llano Estacado Regional Water Planning
Group during 2013.

The Llano Estacado Regional Water Planning Group met at the HPWD
office on March 21, 2013; May 16, 2013; June 27, 2013; August 1, 2013;
and October 17, 2013.

The following actions took place:

e Appointment of a drought contingency planning and water
conservation subcommittee.

e Discussion and approval of the Water Management Strategies
committee’s recommendation regarding criteria for evaluating
water management strategies.

e Discussion and approval of municipal water demand strategies
provided by the TWDB.

e Discussion and approval of municipal water demand projections.

e Discussion and approval of the Task 4D Scope of Work.

e Discussion and approval of population projections.

e Discussion and approval of non-municipal demand projections.

e Discussion and approval of irrigation demand projections.

e Discussion and approval of the process to determine water source
availability.



GOAL SIX: Address natural resource issues.

Protection, conservation, and management of the quality and quantity of
groundwater stored in the Ogallala Aquifer is important due to the implications
that insufficient or inferior water resources have on health, economy, and
environment.

The quantity of groundwater resources is addressed in Goal One. Goal Six is
primarily focused on the protection of natural resources through the active
protection of water quality in the Ogallala Aquifer. The district works to assist
residents in protecting the quality of their groundwater resources.

Management Objective 6.1: Enforce district rules regarding illegal operation of
water wells.

Staff will inspect all well sites reported as being open and/or uncovered,
abandoned, or deteriorating. They will follow through to ensure proper closure
and/or repair in accordance with district rules.

Performance Standard

6.1a Within two working days of locating an open and/or uncovered well, staff
will close the well opening with a suitable cap and attempt to notify the
owner and/or operator that an open and/or uncovered well exists on the
property.

6.1b  Within two working days of locating a deteriorating or deteriorated well,
staff will take action necessary to safely secure the well site and attempt
to notify the owner and /or operator that a deteriorating or deteriorated
well exists on the property. The time required to complete these actions
will be dependent upon the nature of the deteriorating well.

6.1c  Within two working days of locating an abandoned well, staff will take
action necessary to safely secure the well site and attempt to notify the
owner and/or operator that an abandoned weil exists on the property.
The time required to complete these actions will be dependent upon the
nature of the abandoned well.

6.1d Documentinthe annual report, the number of open and/or uncovered,
abandoned, and deteriorated wells reported and inspected; the number
of notification letters mailed; the number of second notices mailed; the
number of wells the district closed; and the number of well caps
provided.



CAVE-INS: {Hale and Swisher Counties) Approximately two “first
notice” letters were mailed. One “second notice” letter was mailed.

OPEN WELLS: {Hale, Lubbock, and Swisher Counties} Approximately
five “first notice” letters were mailed. One “second notice” letter was

mailed.

No letters by attorney were mailed to landowners/operators
concerning cave-ins and open wells in 2013.

No wells were destroyed in 2013.
Approximately two wells were repaired/closed after initial visit.

No violations remained after field check by district staff.






Management Objective 7.2; Establish by January 1, 2012, a water banking
program by rule that may be utilized by producers in times of drought.

As a result of recurring drought, the district understands that from time-to-time,
producers will need more groundwater than allowed by rules governing
allowable production rate. As a result, the district will establish and maintain a
program that allows producers to bank groundwater during normal and above-
normal precipitation years. The banked groundwater may be used as needed at
any time up to three years after it is banked.

Performance Standard

7.2a By Jan. 1, 2013, the district will establish and maintain an online water
banking system whereby groundwater saved during periods of normal
and above-normal precipitation can be placed in reserve for use at any
point during the next three years. Beginning in 2013, the number of
producers participating in the water banking program will be
documented in the annual report.

Approximately 306 producers participated in 2012 and 61 producers participated
in 2013,



GOAL EIGHT: Address conservation, recharge enhancement, rainwater
harvesting, precipitation enhancement, and brush control.

Texas Water Code 36.1071(a){7) requires management plans to include a goal
that addresses conservation, recharge enhancement, rainwater harvesting,
precipitation enhancement, and brush control, where appropriate and cost-
effective.

The district has a long, well-established and widely-recognized program
promoting water conservation. A number of public information strategies are
used to inform the public about the importance of water and water
conservation.

This goal requires that the district also address enhancement of recharge to the
Ogallala Aquifer. The district supports best management practices, such as
rainwater harvesting, through its municipal water conservation programs, and as
such, is included in management objectives and performance standards below
detailing such activities.

The district has historically supported brush control, and will continue to do so,
through the activities of the Texas Soil and Water Conservation Board and their
various local districts. Because of this, the district’s Board of Directors has
determined that it would be duplicative and not cost-effective to establish a
similar brush control program.

Based upon significant public input regarding a past precipitation enhancement
program (“cloud seeding”), the district’s Board of Directors has determined that
this is an activity which is not appropriate or cost-effective.

Management Objective 8.1: Prepare, produce, and distribute monthly
newsletter.

Each year, 12 issues of the newsletter will be produced for distribution to district
constituents and other interested parties. A minimum of six {6) articles will
appear each year discussing methods to conserve and preserve the quantity of
usable quality groundwater within the district.

Performance Standard

8.1a Document in the annual report the number and scope of conservation
articles published in the district newsletter.

Approximately 15 water conservation related articles were published in 2013.






Management Objective 8.3: Produce radio announcements and distribute
them to stations located within the district.

Each year, a series of 60-second pre-recorded announcements discussing
methods to conserve and preserve the quantity of usable quality groundwater
will be produced and distributed to radio stations.

Performance Standard

8.3a Document in the annual report a summary of the public service
announcements produced, distributed, and aired on local radio stations.

e Radio announcements were aired a total of 8,929 times on 10 “contract”
stations in 2013. (Two stations were added in 2013.)

The following radio announcements were produced and aired:

e Annual Pre-Plant Soil Moisture Survey in progress.

e Annual Winter Water Level Measurements in progress.

e Results of annual Pre-Plant Soil Moisture Survey.

e Results of 2012-2013 Winter Water Level Measurements.

e General water conservation message w/ Benjamin Franklin quote.

e Announcement of Nov. 12 public hearing regarding rule amendments.
¢ Extension of HPWD moratorium on rules penalties.

Management Objective 8.4: Produce TV announcements.

Each year, a series of 30-second pre-recorded announcements discussing
methods to conserve and preserve the quantity of usable quality groundwater
will be produced and distributed to regional television stations.

Performance Standard

8.4a Documentinthe annual report the number and summary of television
announcements produced and distributed to regional stations.

Based upon HPWD Board decision, no television announcements were aired in
2013,






Management Objective 8.6: Maintain public information boards at each
county office.

Each year, staff will make The Cross Section, Water Management Notes,
rainwater harvesting manuals, technical reports, brochures, and other printed
materials available to the public in the reception area of each county office.
Performance Standard

8.6a Document in the annual report the locations and number of publications,
including rainwater harvesting manuals, made available to the public at each

county office.

Materials were made available to the public at the following locations:

District headquarters {Lubbock TX).
Armstrong & Randall County Office {Amarillo TX).
Bailey County Office {Muleshoe TX).

Castro & Swisher County Office {Nazareth TX).
Cochran County Office (Morton TX).

Deaf Smith County Office (Hereford TX).

Floyd County Office (Floydada TX).

Hale County Office (Plainview TX}.

e Hockley County Office (Littlefield TX).

e Lamb County Office {Levelland TX).

e Parmer County Office (Friona TX).

e Potter County Office (Bushland TX).

Materials available at these locations included issues of The Cross Section—plus
additional materials such as district brochures and rules. Additional publications
are available upon request from district headquarters.

Management Objective 8.7: Provide public information displays addressing
water conservation and management of the Ogallala Aquifer at least 10 times a
year.

informative exhibits about the hydrology of the Ogallala Aquifer and the
conservation/preservation of usable quality groundwater will be displayed at
suitable venues in the district no less than 10 times a year.

Performance Standard

8.7a Document in the annual report the number and a brief description of the
displays placed within the district.



¢ \Water conservation information was provided to the public at the Prairie
Film Festival, April 22-23, in Amarillo.

e The district’s Ogallala Aquifer display was not exhibited at the Amarillo
Farm and Ranch Show in December 2013.

Management Objective 8.8: Annually sponsor a water conservation education
program and make ciassroom presentations to public and private schools
within the district.

The district will continue to sponsor the WaterWise conservation education
program, or equivalent, in public/private schools in its service area. Also, upon
request by teachers, staff will visit area classrooms to present information about
groundwater quality, quantity, and water conservation.

The High Plains Water District’s WaterWise educational materials (student kit,
teachers’ guide, and student workbook) were redesigned in 2012 with the
theme, “High Plains Saves Water.” The materials feature photos of center
pivots, pivot irrigation, windmills, playa lakes, cotton, corn, and wheat to give
the materials a local feel.

Performance Standard

8.8a Document in the annual report the number, names, locations, and
feedhack from schools receiving educational materials and the number of
classroom presentations made.

WATER WISE EDUCATION PROGRAM

There were 2,026 participants in the WaterWise conservation education
program sponsored by HPWD in 2013.

SCHOOL PARTICIPANTS
Abernathy Elementary School Abernathy 76
Ambherst Elementary School Ambherst 11
Anton Elementary School Anton 15
Bluebonnet Intermediate Hereford 130
Crosbhyton Elementary School Crosbyton 17
Dimmitt Elementary School Dimmitt 96
Farwell Elementary School Farwell 97
Friona Elementary School Friona 98

Happy Elementary School Happy 14



SCHOOL PARTICIPANTS

Lakeside 5 Grade Learning Center Plainview 111
Lazbuddie Elementary School Lazbuddie 28
Lockney Elementary School Lockney 38
Lubbock Cooper Intermediate Lubbock 222
Mary DeShazo Elementary School  Muleshoe 206
Nazareth School Nazareth 19
New Deal Middle School New Deal 46
New Home School New Home 50
Overton Elementary School Lubbock 59
Petershurg Elementary School Petersburg 22
Ralls Elementary School Ralls 43
Roosevelt Elementary School Roosevelt 81
Smyer Eiementary School Smyer 83
Springlake-Earth Elementary Springlake 31
Sudan Elementary School Sudan 31
Sundown Elementary School Sundown 103
Tahoka Elementary School Tahoka 41
Swinburn Elementary School Tulia 91
Walcott Elementary School Hereford 13
West Central Elementary School Hereford 36
Whiteface Elementary School Whiteface 61
Whitharral School Whitharral 36
Wilson Elementary School Wilson 21
TOTAL 2,026

Feedback from schools receiving the WaterWise materials is provided each year
in an annual report from Resource Action Programs. Here are some excerpts
from the 2012-2013 summary report:

TEACHERS: 100% of participating teachers indicated they would conduct the
program again given the opportunity. 100% of participating teachers indicated
they would recommend the program to their colleagues.

“They enjoyed the home conservation devices, and the real world application of
many of the ideas presented.” -- leff Davis, Bluebonnet Intermediate School.

“The conservation cookie activity. They didn’t realize how important water was
to eating.” -- Edward Trevino, Sudan Elementary School.

“The program is great. I've used it for many years. | liked the changes you made
this year.” — Melinda Riley, Springlake-Earth Elementary School






Texas Legislature, funding was provided to the Texas Water Development Board
(TWDB) to conduct long-term, scientific research on potential mechanisms to
enhance recharge to the Ogallala Aquifer.

While the nature and scope of the Ogallala Aquifer Recharge Study is still very
early in its development, the district clearly recognizes the importance of
studies, such as this, with respect to enhancing the economic sustainability of
this precious national resource. Therefore, it is the objective of the district to
have an active role throughout the conduct of all aspects of the Ogaliala Aquifer
Recharge Study and to have district representatives participate in at least 75
percent of all TWDB scheduled meetings held in the district for this study:.

It is noted, however, that at the time of adoption of this amended management
plan, funding for this research project was severely reduced by the 82™ Texas
Legislature and the level of effort that will proceed at this time is not yet
determined. The district is committed to continuing its participation at
whatever level current funding will allow.

Perfarmance Standard

8.9a Document in the annual report the number of TWDB scheduled meetings
held in the district and the number of meetings attended by HPWD
representatives, along with any progress made over the preceding year on the
Ogallala Aquifer Recharge Study. (The following information was provided by
Andrew Weinberg, P.G., with the TWDB in Austin.)

No TWDB scheduied meetings were held within the district. Mr. Weinberg met
with Manager Jason Coleman in [ate 2013 to update him on the study.

Some highlights for the project for 2013 include:

e Completed analysis of Landsat imagery for 72 playas over a 18 year
period of record {Jan-1996 through Dec-2014) to estimate the total
volume of water collected in Texas playas. We found an average annual
volume of approximately 200,000 acre feet of water caught by the
~20,000 playas, or an average of a bit over % acre foot per acre of
mapped playa area. A technical Note summarizing resuits of this task is
in preparation.

e Started set up of a playa ‘Superstation’ with the Lubbock ARS team in a
Floyd County playa. We're installing more instrumentation and
conducting tracer tests at this location to get more detailed data on playa
recharge.



8.9b

To date, we have collected data on a total of 47 flood events have been
recorded at 23 playas; no flood events have been observed at twelve of
the 35 monitored playas.

Flood events observed to date have totaled more than 1700 acre-feet in
volume. Individual flood volumes ranged from less than one acre foot to
over 400 acre-feet, averaging 38.5 acre-feet. Flood durations ranged
from three days to over 260 days, averaging 42.7 days. Water availability,
measured as the percent of the monitoring period that water was
present in a playa, varied from zero to 61.6 percent and averaged 7.8
percent. Estimated infiltration rates varied from zero to over 40
millimeters per day {(mm/d), averaging 7.5 mm/d, however the measured
infiltration rates were typically highest for the smallest flood events
where a larger fraction of the flood water was taken up to replenish soil
moisture.

A report summarizing Phase 1 monitoring is expected by the end of 2014.

At least once a year starting in 2012, publish an article in the district

newsletter about the Ogallala Aquifer Recharge Study. (This is contingent upon
the TWDB continuing this study following the reduction in funding which
occurred during the 82" Texas Legislature.)

No article was provided by the district’s geoscientist for publication in the
district newsletter in 2013.



GOAL NINE: Achieve the desired future conditions of the groundwater resources
within its jurisdiction.

In accordance with Texas Water Code 36.108(d), the Board of Directors and Staff of the
High Plains Underground Water Conservation District continued implementation of

desired future conditions (“DFCs”) for the aquifers within its service area.

The HPWD Board of Directors adopted rule amendments on July 19, 2011 that are
designed to implement the “50/50” management goal.

Groundwater Management Area # 1

Groundwater Management Area # 1 adopted multiple DFCs for the Ogallala and Rita

Blanca Aquifers in July 2010:

40/50: 40 percent of the groundwater volume in storage remaining in 50 years
for Dallam, Hartley, Moore, and Sherman Counties within the North Plains
Groundwater Conservation District. This DFC also includes the portions of
Dallam, Hartley, and Moore Counties not within a water district.

50/50: 50 percent of the groundwater volume in storage remaining in 50 years
for the portions of Armstrong, Potter, and Randall Counties within the High
Plains Water District; the portions of Hansford, Hutchinson, Lipscomb, and
Ochiltree Counties within the North Plains Groundwater Conservation District;
and the portions of Armstrong, Carson, Donley, Gray, Hutchinson, Potter,
Roberts, and Wheeler Counties within the Panhandle Groundwater Conservation
District. This also includes the portions of Hutchinson, Oldham, and Randall
Counties not within a water district.

80/50: 80 percent of the groundwater volume in storage in 50 years in Hemphill
County.

Groundwater Management Area # 1 also adopted a DFC for the Blaine and
Dockum (“Santa Rosa”) Aquifers in June 2010. This DFC was set so that water
level declines would average no more than 30 feet during 2010-2060.



Groundwater Management Area # 2

Desired future conditions for the Ogallala/Edwards Trinity High Plains and other relevant
aquifers were adopted by Groundwater Management Area # 2 in August 2010.

e 50/50: 50 percent of the groundwater volume in storage remaining in 50 years
for the Ogallala Aquifer and Edwards Trinity High Plains Aquifer within the
following counties of the High Plains Water District: Bailey, Castro, Cochran,
Crosby, Deaf Smith, Floyd, Hale, Hockley, Lamb, Lubbock, Lynn, and Parmer.

e The same DFC was adopted for the Ogallala Aquifer in Swisher County and the
portions of Castro, Crosby, Deaf Smith, Floyd, Hockley, and Lamb Counties not
within the High Plains Water District. (PLEASE NOTE--One portion of Hockley
County, the remaining portion of Lamb County and all of Swisher County was
annexed into the district in Nov. 2010.)

e A DFC was set for the Dockum Aquifer so that water level declines would average
no more than 40 feet during 2010-2060.

These DFCs will remain in effect for five years, unless modified or repealed by the GMAs,
in accordance with applicable state law.

Staff conducted the following activities in 2012 to achieve the desired future conditions
of the groundwater resources within the district’s jurisdiction.

e Beginningin 2011 and continuing in 2012, the district published a series of
articles, “Understanding the recent rule amendments,” in The Cross Section.

e The HPWD Board adopted rules that allow for a transitional period for recording
groundwater production using an approved alternate measuring method.



e The HPWD Board adopted an enforcement policy and civil penalty schedule as
part of the district’s rules. The approved policy included a two-year moratorium
on the enforcement policy and civil penalties for exceeding the allowable
production rate in 2012 and 2013.

e In addition, a two-year moratorium was approved on the enforcement policy
and civil penalties for (1) failure to install meters on new wells and/or well
systems by the Jan. 1, 2012 deadline and (2) reporting requirements for
groundwater production.

e Well owners were encouraged to visit www.hpwd.com for online reporting of

flow meter readings or readings from alternative measuring methods. In
addition, new water meter installations can also be reported at the site.


http://www.hpwd.com/
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