




























































GOAL NINE:  Achieve the desired future conditions of the groundwater resources 
within its jurisdiction. 

 
In accordance with Texas Water Code 36.108(d), the Board of Directors and Staff of the 
High Plains Underground Water Conservation District continued implementation of 
desired future conditions (“DFCs”) for the aquifers within its service area. 
 
The HPWD Board of Directors adopted rule amendments on July 19, 2011 that are 
designed to implement the “50/50” management goal. 

 
Groundwater Management Area # 1 
 
Groundwater Management Area # 1 adopted multiple DFCs for the Ogallala and Rita 
Blanca Aquifers in July 2010: 
 

• 40/50: 40 percent of the groundwater volume in storage remaining in 50 years 
for Dallam, Hartley, Moore, and Sherman Counties within the North Plains 
Groundwater Conservation District. This DFC also includes the portions of 
Dallam, Hartley, and Moore Counties not within a water district.  

 
• 50/50: 50 percent of the groundwater volume in storage remaining in 50 years 

for the portions of Armstrong, Potter, and Randall Counties within the High 
Plains Water District; the portions of Hansford, Hutchinson, Lipscomb, and 
Ochiltree Counties within the North Plains Groundwater Conservation District; 
and the portions of Armstrong, Carson, Donley, Gray, Hutchinson, Potter, 
Roberts, and Wheeler Counties within the Panhandle Groundwater Conservation 
District.  This also includes the portions of Hutchinson, Oldham, and Randall 
Counties not within a water district.  

 
• 80/50:  80 percent of the groundwater volume in storage in 50 years in Hemphill 

County. 
 

• Groundwater Management Area # 1 also adopted a DFC for the Blaine and 
Dockum (“Santa Rosa”) Aquifers in June 2010.  This DFC was set so that water 
level declines would average no more than 30 feet during 2010-2060. 

 
 



 
 

 
Groundwater Management Area # 2 
 
Desired future conditions for the Ogallala/Edwards Trinity High Plains and other relevant 
aquifers were adopted by Groundwater Management Area # 2 in August 2010. 
 

• 50/50: 50 percent of the groundwater volume in storage remaining in 50 years 
for the Ogallala Aquifer and Edwards Trinity High Plains Aquifer within the 
following counties of the High Plains Water District:  Bailey, Castro, Cochran, 
Crosby, Deaf Smith, Floyd, Hale, Hockley, Lamb, Lubbock, Lynn, and Parmer.  
 

• The same DFC was adopted for the Ogallala Aquifer in Swisher County and the 
portions of Castro, Crosby, Deaf Smith, Floyd, Hockley, and Lamb Counties not 
within the High Plains Water District.  (PLEASE NOTE--One portion of Hockley 
County, the remaining portion of Lamb County and all of Swisher County was 
annexed into the district in Nov. 2010.) 

 
• A DFC was set for the Dockum Aquifer so that water level declines would average 

no more than 40 feet during 2010-2060. 
 
These DFCs will remain in effect for five years, unless modified or repealed by the GMAs, 
in accordance with applicable state law.  
 
Staff conducted the following activities in 2012 to achieve the desired future conditions 
of the groundwater resources within the district’s jurisdiction. 

 
• Beginning in 2011 and continuing in 2012, the district published a series of 

articles, “Understanding the recent rule amendments,” in The Cross Section.  
 

• The HPWD Board adopted rules that allow for a transitional period for recording 
groundwater production using an approved alternate measuring method. 

 
 
 



• The HPWD Board adopted an enforcement policy and civil penalty schedule as 
part of the district’s rules.  The approved policy included a two-year moratorium 
on the enforcement policy and civil penalties for exceeding the allowable 
production rate in 2012 and 2013.   
 

• In addition, a two-year moratorium was approved on the enforcement policy 
and civil penalties for (1) failure to install meters on new wells and/or well 
systems by the Jan. 1, 2012 deadline and (2) reporting requirements for 
groundwater production.  
 

• Well owners were encouraged to visit www.hpwd.com for online reporting of 
flow meter readings or readings from alternative measuring methods.  In 
addition, new water meter installations can also be reported at the site.  

 
 

 
 
  

 
 

http://www.hpwd.com/
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